COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING 
YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


HEARINGS 


BEFORE THE 
SUBCOMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE INTERNAL SECURITY ACT AND 
OTHER INTERNAL SECURITY LAWS 
OF THE 


COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
‘UNITED STATES SENATE 
EKIGHTY-SECOND CONGRESS 
FIRST AND SECOND SESSIONS 

4 ON 


ay 
COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


APRIL 12 AND JUNE 12, 1951; JANUARY 16, 
FEBRUARY 27, 28, 29, MARCH 5, 24, 27, 1952 


Printed for the use of the Committee on the Judiciary 


FOR RELEASE 


NAVLIGHT. 
For use at 7:00 AeMe ee rd Time 


Wednesday, August ap, 1952. 


CAUTION: This hearing is to be kept in strict 
confidence and no reference, directly or in- 
directly is to be made to it until the time 
designated above for release. 


WASHINGTON : 1952 








COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 


PAT McCARRAN, Nevada, Chairman 


HAKLEY M. KILGORE, West Virginia ALEXANDER WILEY, Wisconsin 
JAMES O. EASTLAND, Mississippi WILLIAM LANGER, North Dakota 
WARREN G. MAGNUSON, Washington HOMER FERGUSON, Michigan 
HERBERT R. O’CONOR, Maryland WILLIAM E. JENNER, Indiana 

SSTES KEFAUVER, Tennessee ARTHUR V. WATKINS, Utah 

WILLIS SMITH, North Carolina ROBERT C. HENDRICKSON, New Jersey 


J. G. SOURWINE, Counsel 


SUBCOMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL SECURITY 
AcT AND OTHER INTERNAL Security LAWS 
PAT McCARRAN, Nevada, Chairman 


JAMES O. EASTLAND, Mississippi HOMER FERGUSON, Michigan 
HERBERT R. O’CONOR, Maryland WILLIAM E. JENNER, Indiana 
WILLIS SMITH, North Carolina ARTHUR V. WATKINS, Utah 


SUBCOMMITTEE INVESTIGATING COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH 
ORGANIZATIONS 
HERBERT R, O’CONOR, Maryland, Chairman 
PAT McCARRAN, Nevada WILLIAM E. JENNER, Indiana 
RICHARD ARENS, Staff Director 
II 


= LT RATT TT 





— ae a LE ELLE ICEL LLL LLL LLL LOO A A A 


ae RN 


CONTENTS 


Statement or testimony of— 
Bakst, Seymour Meyer 
I a a a lalate de aa he a tavcans ener 
Foye, Hope (see also Margaret Hope Wooley) 
Gottied,. Dorothy.............. 
Holman, Halsted Reid 
Koppelman, Doris Hilda 
iat a be caiman elimvpppint anh bheae ahsGoalicsaininandaaiaiesin, 
Matusow, Harvey M 
Ie 
Romerstein, Herbert 
MALVOE, SAG. COT. nonce a i a 
Wooley, Margaret Hope (see also Hope Foye) 


Page 
69 
a9 

121 
179 
283 
135 
99 
199 
261 


163 
121 





a 








; 
j 
; 





REPORT FROM THE SUBCOMMITTEE INVESTIGATING 
COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH OR- 
GANIZATIONS 


The youth will decide the issue of the whole struggle, the student youth and 
still more the working-class youth. (Letter by Lenin, February 11, 1905.) 

Hearings were held in executive session in Washington, D. C., and 
in New York City respecting Communist tactics in controlling youth 
organizations. The testimony which accompanies this report does 
not purport to exhaust the subject. It does, rather, broadly outline 
the pattern, extent, and techniques of Communist control of (a) 
Nation-wide basic youth organizations and their subsidiaries, and (>) 
specialized or temporary youth organizations. The testimony also 
reveals the affiliation of certain Communist-controlled youth organi- 
zations in this country with international Communist-controlled youth 
organizations. 

More specifically, the principal points in the testimony are as 
follows: 

1. In 1948, the Young Communist League, which was the then basic 
Nation-wide Communist youth organization in the United States, was 
transformed into the American Youth for Democracy. The trans- 
formation was described by a witness, Herbert Romerstein, formerly 
of the inner circle of the Community Party’s apparatus among youth, 
as follows: 

The basis of this was that the YCL found it could not operate any longer 
as the Young Communist League; it had to find a new name and a new program 


in order to look good to the American youth, to the American young people who 
repudiate communism. 


Accordingly, the Young Communist League was metamorphosed 
into the American Youth for Democracy which, in the words of Wit- 
ness Romerstein, “gave us our communism with sugar coating.’ 

Mr. Seymour B: akst, a former member of both the Young Commu- 
nist League : and the American Youth for Democracy, testified with 
respect to the convention at which the American Youth for Democracy 
was founded, as follows: 


Mr. BAKsT. I was called in a meeting with Elizabeth Searle, and she said, 
“In view of the fact that you have had youth experience, we would like you to 
attend a convention that it going to be held in New York for the establishing 
of a broad youth organization.” 

Mr. Connors. Did you attend that convention? 

Mr. BAkstT. Yes, sir, I did. 

Mr. Connors. Will you tell the committee what transpired there? 

Mr. Bakst. We attended the convention in New York City where a large num- 
ber of people, mainly from the YCL, came together to discuss the need for a 
new and broader youth organization. From my evaluation, based upon attend- 
ing hundreds of meetings of Communist organizations, I could see the meeting 
was already well prepared and officers were already informed who would hold 
what positions, 

There were a few speeches and then nominations frem the floor. But the 
nominations were made and seconded by top leaders of the YCL. These officers 


v 











VI COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


were voted on and unanimously approved as temporary officers of the new Amer- 
ican Youth for Democracy organization that was formed. 

Mr. Connors. Would it be a fair statement of facts then to say that the YCL 
simply changed its name to AYD and retained essentially the same membership 
it had as YCL? 

Mr. Baxkst. The bulk of the membership was former YCL’ers and the only 
difference was that the new leadership were people unbeknown to me in YCL 
activities, but I can assume from some contact with these people they must 
have been very close to the YCL before that. 

- * 8 * » * aa 

Mr. Connors. Was the AYD, at its conception, under the control of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Baxkst. It was under the control of many former leaders of the YCL and, 
therefore, we can assume that the Communist Party gave these people instruc- 
tions on how to function in this new organization. 

7 * * - + a ca 

Mr. Connors. Actually, the founding convention of the AYD was completely 
dominated by the Communist Party? 

Mr. Baxst. In my opinion, I believe it was. 

Mr. Connors. And the infant AYD was cradled by the Communist Party? 

Mr. Baxst. It was actually proposed by, and the organization was created 
by, the Communist Party through its members in the Young Communist League. 


Another witness, Mr. Harvey M. Matusow, testified with reference 
to the transformation of the Young Communist League into the Amer- 
ican Youth for Democracy, as follows: 


Mr. Marusow. The AYD was set up in 1943 after the Young Communist 
League was disbanded. The same people, the officers of AYD, such as Leon 
Wofsy, Lou Diskin, Joe Bucholt, Vince Pieri, Everett Thomas, Winifred Norman, 
Claudia Jones, and others whom I have identified as members of the Communist 
Party, were officers in the Young Communist League and immediately became 
officers or held corresponding positions in the American Youth for Democracy 
when it was set up. I was in the American Youth for Democracy from October 
1946 until it was disbanded in about December 1948, and all of the AYD clubs, 
county and State and national organizations had officers of whom I knew a 
great majority to be members of the Communist Party, and I had direct knowl- 
edge of the Communist Party’s direct control over that organization. 

The American Youth for Democracy had a peak membership of 
approximately 12,000. 

2. In 1948 the American Youth for Democracy was dissolved in 
order to form two basic Nation-wide Communist-controlled youth 
organizations which are still functioning. These organizations were 
described by witness Herbert Romerstein as follows: 

The Young Progressives of America work in a broader field. They get young 
people who are not yet Communists. The idea is to get young people who are 
pretty green, who don’t know what the whole business is all about, give them 
the party line without telling them it is a party line, to get them into your 
organization. 

The Young Progressives of America appeared in the Wallace campaign as 
Youth for Wallace. In the summer of 1948, a convention was held and the 
organization changed its name to the Young Progressives of America. That 
served as a broad youth front. It gets in many young people who don’t know 
what communism is. 

7 - + * * * * 

The Labor Youth League, on the other hand, openly admits it is a Marxist 
youth organization and affiliated with the Communist Party. So it gets a much 
narrower group of people. It also gets a more staunch group of people. 

The peak membership of the Young Progressives of America was 
approximately 20,000 and the membership of the Labor Youth League 
in 1949 was about 3,000. 
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The Young Progressives of America and the Labor Youth 
League both have local branches which operate as high school, com- 
munity, college, and industrial clubs. Many of these local branches 
operate under names which disguise their true identity as affiliates of 
the Communist Party. 

4. In addition to the two basic Nation-wide Communist-controlled 
youth organizations, there are a number of Communist-controlled 
temporary or specialized youth organizations which - rate behind 
the facade of some high-sounding names or objectives, but which are 
used for the inculation of Communist doctrines and the furtherance 
of the objectives of the Soviet Union, such as the Young Pioneers and 
the National Youth Assembly against Military Training. 

The two basic Nation-wide Communist-controlled youth organ- 
izations and various Communst-controlled temporary or specialized 
youth organizations are affiliated with Communst-controlled inter- 
national youth organizations which are an arm of the Cominform, 
such as the World Federation of Democratic Youth. 

A number of the persons who are leaders in Communst-controlled 
youth organizations were subpenaed before the subcommittee but 
refused to answer questions regarding Communist affiliations or ac- 
tivities. 

SUBCOMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 


It is the recommendation of the subcommittee that copies of this 
report and accompanying testimony be given the widest practicable 
circulation among youth leaders, youth organizations, schools, and 
colleges in this country. 

Hersert R. O’Conor, Chairman. 
Pat McCarran. 
Wituiam E. Jenner. 














COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH 
ORGANIZATIONS 


THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 1951 


SuscoMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE INTERNAL Securtry Act AND OTHER INTERNAL 
Security Laws, oF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
New York City, N.Y. 

The subcommittee met at 10 a. m., pursuant to notice, in room 2804, 
United States Courthouse, New York, N. Y., Senator Herbert R. 
O’Conor presiding. 

Present: Senators O’Conor and Jenner. 

Present also: Richard Arens, director of the subcommittee; Frank 
Schroeder, professional staff member; Donald D. Connors, Jr., 
Mitchel M. Carter, and Edward R. Duffy, investigators. 

Senator O’Conor. Will the meeting please come to order. 

For the record, in order that it may be clear as to the authority of 
the subcommittee to conduct this heari ing, it might be stated that this 
is a duly constituted subcommittee of the C ommittee on the Judiciary 
of the United States Senate, the Internal Security Subcommittee, con- 
sisting of the Senator from Indiana, Mr. Jenner, and the Senator 
from Maryland, Mr. O’Conor. 

It is also to be noted that the following members of the staff of the 
Judiciary Subcommittee are here in attendance in room 2804., United 
States Courthouse, in the city of New York: 

Our staff director, Mr. Richard Arens, staff member, Mr. Frank 
Schroeder; and the investigators, Messrs. Connors, Carter, and Duffy. 

We will proceed to take ‘the testimony of Herbert Romerstein. 

Mr. Romerstein, we would like in your case, as in the case of all 
witnesses, to ask that you be sworn. Do you have any objection to 
that ? 

Mr. Romerstetn. No, sir. 

Senator O’Conor. Will you raise your right hand? 

Do you solemnly swear before Almighty God that the testimony 
you will give in this hearing will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help. you God ¢ 

Mr. Romerstern. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF HERBERT ROMERSTEIN, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Senator O’Conor. For the record, will you kindly state your full 
name? : 
Mr. Romerstern. Herbert Romerstein. 
Senator O’Conor. What is your age? 
Mr. Romerstein. I am 19%. I will be 20 this summer. 
Senator O’Conor. What is your occupation now? 
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Mr. Romerster1n. I am employed by Counterattack, an anti-Com- 
munist newspaper, in their research department.’ 

Senator O’Conor. For what period of time lave you been em- 
ployed by them? 

Mr. Romerstern. I have been employed by them since September. 

Senator O’Conor. 1950? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes. 

Senator O’Conor. Before that, where were you employed ? 

Mr. Romerstern. By C. Ludwig Baumann, a retail furniture estab- 
lishment. 

Senator O’Conor. Are you appearing before this subcommittee 
under subpena and as a witness summoned by the Senate? 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes, sir; I am here under subpena. 

Senator O’Conor. Mr. Arens, will you kindly proceed with the 
interrogation ¢ 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes, I have been a member of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Arens. Will you please in your own way, tell the subcommittee 
the circumstances surrounding your admission into the Communist 
Party, the dates, the circumstances which led you to join, who induced 
you to join, and the entire background of your afliliation with the 
party ¢ 

Mr. Romerstern. I had been interested in communism, I suppose, 
since about the middle of 1945. I suppose I have always been inter- 
ested in politics since I was very small. 

Since I was very young I have been reading political material. 
I came across Communist material during 1945 and it looked rather 
good to me. It looked like the answer to all the problems of the 
world. 

During the election campaign of 1946, I ran into a Communist 
speaker at a street corner meeting and discussed with him the question 
of my entry into the Young Communist League. I didn’t know at 
that time it had already been dissolved. He explained to me that the 
Young Communist League had been dissolved and an organization 
called the American Youth for Democt racy had taken its place. 

I participated in the election campaign of that year under the 
auspices of the American Labor Party and joined the American Youth 
for Democracy which was also participating in the campaign. 

Mr. Arens. Would you mind pausing right there? Who is it that 
induced you to join the American Youth for Democ racy ¢ 

Mr. Romerstern. I don’t know the speaker’s name. I merely met 
him on the street corner. 

Mr. Arens. Who in the American Youth for Democracy actually 
enlisted you in the organization ? 

Mr. Romerstern. I don’t recall. 

I came down there and I got into it. I went to a club meeting of 
the American Youth for Democracy held at 277-A Legion Street. 
There were a number of people in that club. I just got into the thing. 

Mr. Arens. What were you doing at the time from the standpoint 
of occupation ? 





1 Mr. Romerstein is now in the United States Army. 
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Mr. Romerstern. I was a student. I was going to high school, just 
about starting high school at that time. 

Mr. Arens. Where was that? 

Mr. Romerstern. I was going to Tilden High School. 

Mr. Arens. Located where? 

Mr. Romerstetn. In Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Senator Jenner. On this particular point, where did you get hold 
of this Communist material you spoke of in which you became in- 
terested? Where did you get hold of it? 

Mr. Romersrer. I actually went up to party headquarters and 
obtained it. I am one of these people that goes around and picks up 
pieces of reading material all over the place. 

Mr. Arens. Where is the Communist Party headquarters you went 
to in order to procure this literature ¢ 

Mr. Romerstrern. The particular headquarters was on Strauss 
Street, on Pitkin Avenue, officially called the Citizens Committee for 
the Reelection of Peter V. Cacchione. 

Mr. Arens. You then joined the American Youth for Democracy ? 

Mr. Romerstein. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. What year was that? 

Mr. Romerstern. The exact date was November 4, 1946. 

Mr. Arens. What were your activities in the American Youth for 
Democracy ¢ 

Mr. Romerstretn. That is my mistake—that is November 14, 1946. 

I started out as an ordinary member and began working within the 
club, doing leaflet distribution, and so on. After a short period of time 
I was educational director in the American Youth for Democracy Club, 

Mr. Arens. What did you do in the course of your duties as edu- 
cational director for the American Youth for Democracy Club? 

Mr. Romersretn. I provided outside speakers. I obtained literature 
for the membership. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you obtain this literature? 

Mr. Romersrern. Mostly from various other front organizations. 

Mr. Arens. What are some of the front organizations ? 

Mr. Romerste1n. The American Committee for Democratic Greece, 
I believe they call it. It is located on Forty-second Street. I don’t 
know the exact address. I once obtained a speaker on the question 
of Germany from the magazine The German-American Magazine. 

In some of these documents, I would like to present to the com- 
mittee, there are lists of places to obtain speakers. I can show them 
to you then. 

The idea was this, that your club would discuss various current 
topics and you would simply pick out the appropriate front organi- 
zation and the material on that topic for that club. 

Mr. Arens. Who directed you to do that ? 

Mr. Romerstern. We were sent these various lists of speakers and 
organizations to obtain material from. We obtained them from the 
borough — ‘e or the State office. 

Mr. Arens. Who was your immediate supervisor or superior in 
the American » South for Democracy Club? 

Mr. Romersrern. The leader of the club at the time I was educa- 
tional director was a young man named Arthur Gordon. He was a 
party member shortly before I joined. His father was a party member 
and took him into the party. I joined shortly after he did. 
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Mr. Arens. Where is he located ? 

Mr. Romerstern. He is in Brooklyn. 

Mr. Arens. Who are some of the other officers or who were some 
of the other officers? 

Mr. Romerstetn. There was a young man named Julius Remnick. 
Previous to that, I believe the president of the club was a girl by 
the name of Joyce Yarensky, something like that. 

Mr. Arens. This Gordon’s mother was a school teacher in the 
public-school system ; was she not ? 

Mr. Romerstern. That is right. I understand she goes under the 
name of Rae Glauber. 

” Mr. Arens. Is she a teacher in the public school system? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. For the purpose of the record, will you spell as accu- 
rately as you can her entire name? 

Mr. Romerstern. R-a-e G-l-a-u-b-e-r. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not she is a Communist ? 

Mr. Romerstein. I have never seen her party card. It is my knowl- 
edge that when a party member has been married to somebody for a 
long period of time and both are active in politics, the wife or the 
husband of the party member is usually a party member as well. 

Mr. Arens. Is it your information that her husband is a Communist ? 

Mr. Romersrern. I have seen him at party meetings and we have 
discussed party affairs. 

Mr. Arens. Are you speaking of a later time of your career in the 
party ? 

Mr. Romerstein. Yes, later than my original entrance in the Amer- 
ican Youth. 

Mr. Arens, Let us confine our observations and comments to the 
American Youth for Democracy which is, I understand, the first organ- 
ization you joined and then subsequently you joined the party itself? 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes. 

Senator O’Conor. In regard to her teaching in the public schools, 
what conversation was had as to the fact that she was so engaged? In 
other words, how did you learn it and what other conversation was 
there about that phase of the matter ? 

Mr. Romerstern. This fellow Arthur Gordon was going with a girl 
at that time. I believe he has married her by now and she has had his 
mother as teacher in the public school system. There was always a 
good deal of discussion about her. There was trouble in the family, 
constant bickering. There were always discussions about her and her 
attitude. This vir] said they didn’t like her attitude in class as well 
as in the home, or words to that effect. 

Mr. Arens. When did you first learn that the American Youth for 
Democracy was a Communist-front organization 4 

Mr. Romerstern. It was my belief when I first joined it. I was per- 
fectly willing to enter in a Communist-front organization. 

Mr. Arens. How did you know that the American Youth for De- 
mocracy was a Communist organization? What led you to believe 
that ? 

Mr. Romerstern. It was following the line that I believed an 
organization should follow. It was yelling for exactly the same 
things the Daily Worker had been yelling for. I had been steered 
to it by a Communist Party street-corner speaker. I would certainly 
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take his word for it. I participated in the campaign for the American 
Labor Party which was also following the line of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Arens. What was the total membership of the American Youth 
for Democracy ¢ 

Mr. Romerstetn. I don’t recall. At one time I did have the figure. 
I believe the highest recorded membership was something like 12,000. 

Mr. Arens. In New York City? 

Mr. Romerstrein. No, nationally. 

Mr. Arens. How many in the New York area ? 

Mr. Romersrern. I couldn’t say accurately, but my understanding 
of how these things worked out is that it is usually about half front 
organization loc ated in the New York area 

Senator O’Conor. Of what age were most of the members ? 

Mr. Romersrein. Most of the members of the club that I was in, 
ranged from 14 to 15, up to about 18 or 19. This was the Teen-age 
Club. There were also young adult clubs with ages that ranged higher. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have information respecting appearances at 
the meetings of the American Youth for Democracy of known avowed 
Communists? 

Mr. Romerstrein. Yes, I have. I believe I have here a copy of the 
minutes of a meeting. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Romerstein, you have in your custody the minutes 
of the AYD, the American Youth for Democracy ? 

Mr. Romerstein. Yes. I have them in my custody, some minutes 
of some meetings of the American Youth for Democracy. 

In one of them the following development took place. 

This was in the 1945 election campaign. These minutes eventually 
fell in my hands. 

They decided to have speakers down from the various parties to 
discuss their party’s candidates. They claimed to have invited all 
parties. The only ones who came down were the Communist Party, 
the American Labor Party. The speaker was Abe Osheroff. 

Later on at the time I was in the American Youth for Democracy, 
we had occasion to have other Communist Party speakers down. In 
the fight against the Mundt bill we made a point of having a Com- 
munist Party speaker come down and oppose the Mundt bill. 

Mr. Arens. What did the American Youth for Democracy do with 
respect to the Mundt bill? 

Mr. Romersrein. We signed petitions against it. We arranged 
demonstrations against it and so on. In general we opposed the bill. 
We put out a special issue of our newspaper, Spotlight, to oppose 
the Mundt bill. This issue, dated May 15, 1948, was headlined 
“American Youth, Our Country Is in Danger” and is as follows 
{reading ]: 

{From AYD Spotlight, May 1948] 


AMERICAN YOUTH, OuR CouNtTRY IS IN DANGER 


AYD is proudly in the front lines of the American people’s battle to save our 
Nation from fascism and war. Now is the time to bring new young fighters into 
our ranks. Sign up one new member now! Build a stronger AYD in answer to 
the Mundt bill! 

The Mundt-Nixon bill, now before Congress, would legislate the bill of rights 
out of existence and establish a police state in the United States. 

The Mundt bill is so sweeping in its destruction of democracy that anyone could 
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be jailed for many years and fined thousands of dollars if he opposes UMT and 
the draft, or strikes for higher wages, or differs on foreign policy, or opposes 
racial discrimination, or favors the new party, or belongs to any organization 
not to the liking of Forrestal, Rankin, or J. Edgar Hoover. 

In content, technique and effect the Mundt police state bill is strikingly similar 
to the Nazi laws introduced in Germany in 1933. Using Hitler’s technique to 
shout hysterically about a “Communist plot,” the Mundt bill would in fact outlaw 
the Communist Party in direct violation of the Constitution. It would place 
in jeopardy every people’s organization and every people’s movement for progress. 

Combined with the draft and UMT, the Mundt police state bill would enable 
the Rankins, Forrestals, and J. Edgar Hoovers to establish a “Hitler Jugend” in 
the United States; a militarized, antilabor, prejudiced youth to be used as a club 
against all progressive organizations and to incite a war fever among the whole 
population. 

The Mundt bill is far more sweeping in its destruction of American liberties 
than the Alien and Sedition Acts and the Dred Scott decision were in their day. 

It is not just another reactionary bill. Its a bill that puts our country in 
gravest peril—in peril of losing its most fundamental liberties. 

The danger America faces today comes from the Mundt bill and from the Un- 
American Committee mentality, not from the fabricated “international Commu- 
nist plots.” 

We yvoung Americans call upon Congress to reject this measure which strikes 
at the very heart of American freedom. 

We call upon the youth of America to add their protest to ours. 

The Mundt bill can be defeated. Every tradition of American democracy, the 
heritage of Jefferson, Lincoln, and Roosevelt cry out in agony at the very sugges- 
tion that such proposals may become the law of the land. 

Through rallies, letters, telegrams, demonstrations, and every imaginative 
means, American youth must organize immediately an effective resistance. 

Every Congressman and Senator in Washington must be made aware of the 
fact that the common people demand that this attempt to legislate fascism in the 
country must be overwhelmingly defeated. 

Act now! Complacency may mean the death of our liberty! 


Senator O’Conor. What was the line of propaganda to be used 
against the Mundt bill? In other words, were there any instructions 
as to what particular features to play up or to condemn ? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes. We were supposed to say it was unconstitu- 
tional, for one thing. In addition, the point was supposed to be made 
that first — outlaw the Communists and then the trade-unions and 
then the Jews, Negroes, and Catholics, and so on, and the Mundt bill 
was only the first step toward fascism in the United States. 

Mr. Arens. How was that line inculcated in you? You were the 
educational director ? 

Mr. RomerstErn. We received fact sheets from various other front 
organizations and from our own front organization. A fact sheet is a 
mimeographed bulletin explaining the arguments you are supposed 
to use. 

Mr. Arens. What organizations disseminated these fact sheets? 

Mr. Romerstern. The particular organization that was organized to 
fight the Mundt bill was called the Committee for Democratic Rights. 
They issued the fact sheet on the Mundt bill and a copy of the Mundt 
bill, a mimeogr: aphed copy of the actual bill itself, for the use of 
various front organizations. 

Mr. Arens. Who were the officers of that committee ? 

Mr. Romerstein. If my memory serves me, Len Goldsmith—an 
analysis of the Mundt bill for them was written by Lee Pressman. 

Senator O’'Conor. Did you ever see him ? 

Mr. Romersrern. I have seen him at rallies. I have never met him. 

Senator O’Conor. Was he an active participant? 

Mr. Romersrern. Ina rally, yes, sir. During the 1948 election cam- 
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paign he was quite active. As a matter of fact, he was running for 
office that year on the American Labor Party ticket. Subsequently he 
was down at the board of education meetings in 1949 to protest the 
Fineberg law. He appeared as counsel for the Teachers Union, which 
is a Communist-dominated union in New York State. 

Senator O’Conor. You actually saw him and knew he was partici- 
pating actively in that undert: king? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Romerstein, before we digress there on these other 
matters, you were telling about the Communist speaker who came down 
to the meeting whose name was Osheroff. Would vou tell about that 
incident ? 

Mr. Romersrer. I didn’t attend that meeting. I merely read the 
minutes. From the way it worked out, the club at the hearing decided 
they were going to work in the ALP election campaign. As I said, 
they had heard only the American Labor P arty speak and the Com- 
munist Party speak which, to ny mind was exactly the same thing. 

Mr. Arens. How many clubs were there of the American Youth for 
Democracy ¢ 

Mr. Romersrein. I have no direct knowledge of that. I do believe 
in some of these documents there is an answer to that question. The 
American Youth for Democracy published a number of pamphlets in 
which it gave its membership and how many clubs it had and so on. 

Mr. AReNs. You were a member of one club? 

Mr. Romersrein. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. But there were a rumber of clubs all over the New York 
area; is that true? 

Mr. Romerstein. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have or can you procure and transmit to the 
subcommittee information respecting the oflicers and members of the 
club? 

Mr. Romersrern. I believe I can give you that information now 
and try to remember the names of all of the officers. I identified 
Gordon and Joyce Yarensky. She later, to my knowledge. was a 
member of the Communist Party. She was in my branch. Se was 
married to a young man by the name of Arthur Tabokoff. He was 
also active in this American Youth for Democracy branch. 

Mr. Arens. You are speaking now just of your local club? 

Mr. Romerstrein. Yes, my local branch. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know the names of the officers of the organi- 
zation ¢ 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes, I have a letterhead here with a list of the 
officers of the American Youth for Democracy. 

This is one of the earlier letterheads, 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly recite into the record the name of 
the officers there ? 

Senator O’Conor. We might put that into evidence. 

Mr. Arens. I hand you now, Mr. Romerstein, a letterhead which 
has been marked “Romerstein Exhibit No. 1,” and ask you to identify 
that. 

Mr. Romerstern. That is a letterhead of the New York State Ameri- 
can Youth for Democracy, listing its temporary address at 13 Astor 
Place, rooms 607 and 608. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I ask that this be incorporated at this 
point as part of the record. 

Senator O’Conor. It will be so incorporated and marked “Romer- 
stein Exhibit No. 1.” 

(The letterh os of New York State American Youth for Democ- 
racy, 13 Astor Place, rooms 607 and 608, New York City, N. Y., marked 
“Exhibit No. 1” is as follows:) 

ROMERSTEIN Exuipir No. 1 
[ Letterhead ] 
New YorK STATE 
AMERICAN YOUTH FOR DEMOCRACY 
Temporary Address: 
13 ASTOR PLACE, ROOM 607-608 NEW YORK 3, N. Y. ALGONQUIN 4-4318 
Acting Officers : 
Cochairmen : 
DAVID LIVINGSTON 
WINIFRED NORMAN 
Vice Chairmen : 
WARREN Brown, Buffalo 
Sam FALcone, Schenectady 
BARBARA MICHAEL, Intercollegiate Division 
Executive Secretary : 
LILLIAN ROSS 
Organizational Director : 
PHILIP SCHATZ 
Activities Director : 
MARGARET DELEHANTY 

Mr. Romersrern. May I introduce the names of other leaders of 
the American Youth for Democracy at this time ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, please do. 

Senator O’Conor. Before you take up all the time, was there any 
membership card or anything to indicate your membership ¢ 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes. I would like to show you two membership 
cards in the American Youth for Democracy, one for 1947 and one 
for 1948. 

Senator O’Conor. These are both issued to you. One is the 1947 
eard issued by Vine Pierre and Winifred Norman, cochairmen, issued 
on November 14, 1946. That was the date you gave previously. The 
other is signed by Herbert Signer, executive secretary, issued in Febru- 
ary 1948. 

Mr. Romerstern. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. I think it might be well to have them incorporated in 
the record. 

Senator O’Conor. Now, these cards will be admitted as Romerstein 
exhibits 2 and 3. 

(The 1947 and 1948 membership cards of Herbert Romerstein in 
the American Youth for Democracy were marked “Romerstein Ex- 
hibit No. 2 and 3,” respectively, and filed for the information of the 
committee. ) 

Mr. Romersrern. This is a copy of the proceedings of enlarged 
national council meeting of the American Youth for Democracy held 
in New York City, April 24-25, 1948. On the last page it gives the 
following leader ship changes introduced by Julian Lowitt. | Re: iding :] 


Herbert Signer, our executive secretary, asks the council to accept his resig- 
nation so that he may accept a new assignment in adult progressive work. There 
is a need to elect a new executive secretary and to strengthen the national council 
in order to sustain Herb’s leaving. There is a need to reassign some of our 
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personnel in order to strengthen various State organizations. The following was 
the council’s decision on it. 

The national staff of AYD consists of Mollie Lieber, executive secretary ; Leon 
Wofsy, educational director; Everett Thomas, as publications director; and 
Julian Lowitt, secretary-treasurer. 

The following additions were made to the national council: Rose Stamler, Al 
Janney, and Leon Letwin from Illinois AYD; Arnold Shimberg from California ; 
and Ann Johnides from Philadelphia. Joe Bucholt, new State secretary of New 
York, was added to the national board. 

Mr. Arens. How many of those officers to your knowledge, are Com- 
munist Party members or were Communist Party members? 

Mr. Romersrern. Leon Wofsy, is to my know ledge a member of the 
Communist Party. He is the national youth director of the Commu- 
nist Party. Joe Bucholt is a member of the Communist Party. 

Some of these are believed by me to be members of the Communist 
Party. I have never seen them at party meetings. Mollie Lieber is 
believed by me to be a party member, Everett Thomas and Julian 
Lowitt. I think that is all that I know for a fact are party members. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Romerstein, how was the American Youth for De- 
mocracy financed ¢ 

Mr. Romerstern. We would have these occasional fund drives and 
parties and so on which would raise money for the organization. 

Mr. Arens. Did they have dues? 

Mr. Romerstrein. Yes, there were dues as well, but there was very 
little payment. ‘There was very little payment of dues. Most members 
just didn’t want to pay it. 

Mr. Arens. Could you tell us in your own words in summary form, 
what was the line of the American Youth for Democracy, the phi- 
losophy or creed of the organization ¢ 

Mr. Romerstern. The American Youth for Democracy usually 
spoke in platitudes, spoke about peace, about jobs, and so on. I believe 
the actual line of the American Youth for Democracy was based on 
the needs of the Communist Party which in turn were based on the 
Soviet foreign policy. 

Mr. Arens. What was the attitude of the American Youth for 
Democracy toward the Soviet Union ? 

Mr. Romersrern. They would talk in terms of peace and friend- 
ship with the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Arens. What was the attitude of the American Youth for 
Democracy on the foreign political situation ? 

Mr. Romerstern. It was in favor of the peoples’ liberation move- 
ments as they called them in the Far East, the Chinese Communists, 
who were of course not called Communist. 

Mr. Arens. Who told you not to call them Communists? 

Mr. Romerstein. They ‘did not tell you not to call them Communists. 
You merely referred to them as the people’s liberation army or the 
people who were bettering the conditions of the Chinese peasants. 
You were supposed to distribute various books and occasional books 
within the organization for reading on the far eastern questions, 
books from people like Guenther Stein, Harrison Forman, and Agnes 
Smedley 

Mr. Arens. What was the attitude or the line of the American 
Youth for Democracy with reference to Chiang ? 

Mr. Romerstern. They opposed Chiang. C hiang, according to 
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them, was a reactionary, corrupt dictator, and the overthrow of Chiang 
was in the best interest of the Chinese people. 

Mr. Arens. Did you receive quantities of literature through your 
organization ? 

Mr. Romersvern. Yes, quite a bit of material was put out by our 
organization or came from other sources and distributed through our 
organization. 

Mr. Arens. What was the general nature of that literature? 

Mr. Romersrretn. To my mind it was pro-Communist. 

It wes not of a nature that was in favor of Communism as such; it 
merely followed the line of the Communist Party, the line which if 
carried out would result in the conquest of the world by the Soviet 
Union. 

Mr. Arens. How did you distribute the literature? 

Mr. Romerstern. Some of it was only for distribution among the 
top officers of the club and the information was supposed to be trans- 
mitted further by speeches and so on. 

Other material was for general distribution and those we sold or 
gave to the membership. 

Mr. Arens. Before we leave the American Youth for Democracy, 
and if time permits we may be able to come back to it to get. additional 
information, I should like you to express yourself with reference to 
other school teachers in the New York system in addition to Rae 
Glauber, who were cooperative and and friendly and in close asso- 
ciation and affiliation with the American Youth for Democracy. 

Mr. Romersrern. Those I know in my own school, there was a 
teacher by the name of Eugene Jackson, vice president of the teachers 
union, who was helpful to us in the school. 

Mr. Arens. What did he do that evidenced helpfulness ? 

Mr. Romersrery. We came to him for a speaker to our club meeting. 
He couldn’t get one for us but he was very nice to us and he sympa- 
thized with our point of view and so on. 

Mr. Arens. Did he ever attend or participate in your meetings? 

Mr. Romerstetn. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Arens. Is that the only indication of sympathy or cooperation 
with the AYD? 

Mr. Romerstein. Yes. He told us he agreed with our point of view 
and thought it was very good. 

Senator JENNER. What did he teach? 

Mr. Romersrre1n. He is the head of the German-Spanish depart- 
ments in Tilden High School. 

Senator JENNER. Did you attend any of his classes? 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes. I had him as a German teacher. 

Senator Jenner. In his classroom work, did he try to go out on 
the party line, so to speak ? 

Mr. Romersrern. Not to my knowledge. 

Senator O’Conor. Is he still there? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes. 

Another teacher in Tilden High School, who is no longer there, is 
Mr. Louis Jaffee. Mr. Jaffee was a social science teacher and as a re- 
sult of trouble within the school he was accused of putting forth a party 
line in his classes. He was removed from Tilden and sent to Erasmus 
Hall High School. He was subsequently one of the eight teachers 
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brought up on charges before the board of education, on charges of 
insubordination or something like that. 

They refused to answer whether they were members of the Com- 
munist Party. He was one of the eight and he was subsequently re- 
moved from the position as teacher. 

Mr. ARENs. Now, would you tell us what happened to the American 
Youth for Democracy from the standpoint of the organization’s exist- 
ence, and identify this occurrence by date, if you can 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes, if I can get these documents and show you 
exactly what happened regarding the American Youth for Democra: 

I would like to first explain how American Youth for Democracy 
came about. It will give you an idea of how it was dissolved. 

At first there was an organization called the Young Communist 
League. During the war, 1948, the Young Communist League decided 
to dissolve itself. Max Weiss, one of its leaders, wrote an article for 
the September 143 issue of the Communist, a magazine of theory and 
practice of Marxism and Leninism, the editor of which was Earl 
Browder. He analyzed the situation this way. He said [reading]: 

The coming convention of the Young Communist League is being prepared as 
we approach the great climax of the great war for national liberation, for the 
problems which will confront the convention directly and for victory in the war. 
The solutions will contribute immeasurably in bringing about a fuller mobilization 


of the youth of our country for the fulfillment of the great task and help to 
win the victory. 


Later on [reading]: 


In trying to make its maximum contribution for the mobilization of youth for 
fulfillment of these tasks, the convention will consider a proposal of outstanding 
importance, a proposal to change the program in the name of the YCL and to 
broaden its leadership in order to help create a new United Anti-Fascist Youth 
Organization. 

Further on in the article Weiss says [reading]: 

This does not mean that it will be a new organization; not at all. It is the 
YCL as it exists today which is transforming itself into a new organization. 
Consequently it will be a new organization which does not from the beginning 
embrace all or even a majority of the forces of youth which must ultimately 
be involved in the United Anti-Fascist Youth Organization. It will therefore 
have to take whatever steps are necessary after the convention to evolve these 
forces. 

The basis of this was that the YCL found it could not operate any 
longer as the Young Communist League, it had to find a new name 
and a new program in order to look good to the American youth, to 
the American young people who repudiate communism. So it decided 
to change its name. 

Mr. Arens. When was that ? 

Mr. Romerstern. In 1943. As Max Weiss indicates here, one of 
the aims of the organization must be friendship and collaboration 
between the United ‘States and the Soviet Union. 

The dissolution of the YCL came about this way. These are some 
of my notes on the Daily Worker at the time [reading]: 

The Daily Worker of October 15, 1948, carried on its front pages a picture 
of Earl Browder under the headline “Browder speaks at YCL rally tonight.” 
The story reported that Browder was to speak at the rally to open the YCL 
special convention at Manhattan Center. Other speakers listed were Dr. Harry 
Ward, noted clergyman, author, and Professor Emeritus of the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary; Ferdinand C, Smith, nationally known Negro leader and 
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secretary of the National Maritime Union, CIO; and Staff Sergeant Robert 
Thompson, winner of the Distinguished Service Cross for “extraordinary heroism 
in action in New Guinea jungle warfare.” 

Thompson is further listed as a former battalion commander of the Spanish- 
Republican Army and former national vice president of the Young Communist 
League. 

The article further reported that YCL intended to dissolve into a broad 
youth front. 

Mr. Arens. I wonder if I could interrupt you to ask you if you 
can summarize that? We have so many points we want to cover with 
you in a relatively short period of time such as we have here. Could 
you just summarize the transition from the Young Communist League 
into the American Youth for the Young Progressive Association. 

Mr. Romerstern. [reading]: 

The entertainers were listed as Pearl Primus, young modern dancer, and 
Josh White, outstanding blues guitarist. 

The next Daily Worker reported Max Weiss had also spoken and 
greetings were sent by Winifred Norman and John Gallo and Robert 
McCarthy. 

Two days later the Daily Worker reported the formation of the 
American Youth for Democracy. The same delegates that were at 
the Young Communist League convention formed the American 
Youth for Democracy at that same convention. The new officers 
listed were Robert Thompson, Naomi Ellison as cochairmen; the vice 
chairman, Winifred Norman and John Gallo. The executive secre- 
tary was Carl Ross. 

I think that would indicate how AYD was formed. 

Mr. Arens. How long was AYD in existence before it went by 
transition into the Young Progressives of America / 

Mr. Romersrein. It started in October 1943 and it was pretty much 
dissolved by the election campaign of 1948. It dissolved in two direc- 
tions so to speak. The Communist Party discovered that it had two 
needs in the youth field. One was for a broad youth organization 
that could rope in many young people who didn’t know what com- 
munism was, and were generally progressive. They needed an organi- 
zation with a nice high-sounding name. 

At the same time it was found also necessary to train young people 
in Marxism and Leninism. They discovered that at least half of 
the leaders of the Communist Party today were originally trained in 
the Young Communist League and therefore it was necessary to 
reorganize the Young Communist League. So when AYD was 
dissolved it was dissolved in two directions. 

The Young Progressives of America appeared in the Wallace cam- 
paign as Youth for Wallace. In the summer of 1948, a convention 
was held and the organization changed its name to the Young Pro- 
gressives of America. That served as a broad youth front. It gets 
in many young people who don’t know what communism is. 

At the same time the Labor Youth League was formed and that 
openly admits it is a Marxist youth or cranization. 

I would like to introduce the draft resolution of the Communist 
Party National Convention in 1948 which says [reading]: 

The Communist Party should also support the organization of a nonparty 


center for Marxist training and education of the anti-Fascist democratic youth 
of America. 
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This was the first call for a Young Communist League. At the 
convention itself, the party indicated that the dissolution of the YCL 
in 1943 was an important and very helpful step in the establishment 
of the revisionist line that was beginning to flower and become domi- 
nant in the party. 

Mr. Arens. Are we at the point where the American Youth fer 
Democracy is dissolving, or are we prior to that time? 

Mr. Romersrern. We are at the point where the American Youth 
for Democracy is being dissolved for the purpose of forming two new 
organizations. 

Mr. Arens. What were they? 

Mr. Romerstein. Young Progressives of America, which had al- 
ready been formed, which was “developing simultaneously with the 
American Youth for Democracy, and the Labor Youth League, 
actually set up in 1949. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Young Progressives ‘of 
America? 

Mr. Romerstrern. Yes; I was. 

Mr. Arens. What was your station in that organization ? 

Mr. Romersretn. I served in a number of different capacities, the 
Brooklyn teen-age educational director of the organization as well 
as a member of the New York State executive board. 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of time did you serve in that capacity ? 

Mr. Romerstern. From the formation of the organization during 
the summer of 1948 until shortly after my expulsion from the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Arens. When was that ? 

Mr. Romersrern. That was in May of 1949. 

However, I am still, I believe, legally a member of the New York 
State Board of Young Progressives. Their constitution indicates 
that the New York State executive board is elected at the New York 
State convention. The last New York State convention was in Decem- 
ber of 1948. At that time I was elected. 

Mr. Arens. You are not still an active participant ? 

Mr. Romerstetn. No; I am not active at all. 

Senator O’Conor. When did you last attend any meeting or re- 
ceive any information from or were in touch with any of them? 

Mr. Romerstern. Late in 1949 I was attending a branch of the 
Young Progressives in Brooklyn College. When they discovered 
or had gotten word that I was expelled from the Communist Party, 
I was isolated from the branch. 

Senator O’Conor. I wanted to make clear whether upon your ex- 
pulsion from the Communist Party there was any evident change 
toward you in the YPA? 

Mr. Romerstrin. There was a very evident change. Because it 
was necessary to work slowly at first so as not to reveal that these 
are the needs of the Communist Party, a systematic campaign was 
developed to undermine my prestige, of isolating me from meetings. 

Senator O’Conor. Was any reference made at the Young Progres- 
sives to the fact that you had been expelled from the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Romerstein. No reference was made to the membership. The 
party members of YPA were told and those who were close to the 
party were told. 
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Mr. Arens. Were you also a member of the Labor Youth League, 
which, as I understand from your testimony, was the other segment 
of the old American Youth for Democracy ? 

Mr. Romersrern. I joined the Labor Youth League and attended a 
few meetings. 

Mr. Arens. When did you join? 

Mr. Romersrern. I don’t recall the exact date. It was shortly after 
its formation. It was formed in 1949, June of 1949, or something like 
that. 

Mr. Arens. Now, in the sequence of your story here, Mr. Romer- 
stein, we have covered the American Youth for Democracy and gotten 
down to the point where it split into two segments. I would like you 
to kindly confine your remarks exclusively to the Young Progressives 
of America and enlighten the subcommittee with respect to the mem- 
bership, its activities, officers, and finances, everything that you can 
tell about that organization. 

Mr. Romerstern. The Young Progressives of America is still in 
existence. I would like to identify the officers for you. 

Mr. Arens. Do that, please, and tell what you can respecting the 
membership and influence. While you are looking for that, may I 
just interject this question ? 

In the interim after you had joined the American Youth for Democ- 
racy and before the creation of these two segments of the American 
Youth for Democracy, you joined the Communist Party itself, did 
you not? 

Mr. Romerstern. No; shortly after I joined the American Youth 
for Democracy, I joined the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. That is what I say, before the split. 

Mr. Romersretn. Yes; before the split. 

Mr. Arens. You joined the Communist Party. 

Mr. Romerstrin. Yes. 

Mr Arens. May I ask you if this is a true reproduction of your 
Communist Party card? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes, sir; it is. 

Senator O’Conor. Will you let me see that? 

I propose to interrogate you with respect to your membership in 
the Communist Party a little later. I think from the standpoint of 
the proper sequence now, we ought to stay on the Young Progressives 
of America, Mr. Romerstein. 

The three membership cards of the Communist Party, bearing 
No. 12440 and the name of the witness will be introduced in evidence 
as Romerstein exhibit No. 4. 

(The original and two photostatic copies of the 1948 membership 
‘ard in the Communist Party of the U. 8. A., No. 12440, was marked 
“Romerstein Exhibit No. 4” and filed for the information of the 
committee. ) 

Mr. Arens. You attended the convention which founded the Young 
Progressives of America? 

Mr. Romersretn. Yes, sir. I was a delegate to that convention. 
Here is the delegate’s credential. 

Mr. Arens. Delegate from what organization ? 

Mr. Romerstern. Officially, I was a delegate from the Brooklyn 
Youth for Wallace. I actually had not been working in Youth 
Wallace; I had been working for American Youth for Democracy. 
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Mr. Arens. Who designated you as a delegate? 

Mr. Romerstern. There was no official designation. It was merely 
those people who had been active in youth leadership and who in- 
tended to get into the Young Progressives, when it was actually 
formed, —~ usually went down. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Romerstein, I am interested in having you develop 
with reference to the Young Progressives of America and the Labor 
Youth League, as you get onto them, the leaders between the Com- 
munist Party itself and the Young Progressives of America, the 
pipeline of command, and identify the names of those individuals to 
the extent you can. 

Mr. Romersrern. In that connection there is something I would 
like to find here. Anyway, I can identify them later on. I would 
like to list the names of the leaders of the Young Progressives of 
America. 

This is a press release issued at the convention. It is a list of the 
vouth directors of the National Wallace for President Committee for 
the various States. 

Senator O’Conor. We would like to have the entire list available, 
so it would be preferable to introduce the list rather than read the 
names, 

Mr. Romerstrern. I would like to identify one particular individual. 
The national director is listed as Sy Linfield. Seymour is his name, 
but he uses “Sy.” 

Mr. Arens. He was president ? 

Mr. Romerstern. He was up to the time I was active in it. Counter- 
attack, the firm I worked for, during the election campaign of 1948, 
identified Mr. Linfield as a member of the Communist Party. Linfield 
never denied the charge. It is my belief that he is a member of the 
Communist Party. 

This is the entire list. 

Senator O’'Conor. We would like to have that marked as “Romer- 
stein Exhibit No. 5.” 

(The document entitled, “Youth Directors, National Wallace for 
President Committee,” marked “Romerstein Exhibit No. 5” is as 
follows :) 


ROMERSTEIN EXHIBIT No. 5 


YouTH DIRECTORS OF THE NATIONAL WALLACE FOR PRESIDENT COM MITTER 
National Director: Sy Linfield, 30 Park Avenue, New York City 


CALIFORNIA DELAWARE 


George Taylor, care of San Francisco | Robert Bierman, care of Progressive 


County office, IPP, 617 Market Street, Party of Delaware, 2 East Fourth 
San Francisco, Calif. Street, Wilmington, Del. 

Latitia Innas, Los Angeles Youth for 
Wallace, 1515 Crossroads of the} ILLINOIS 


World, Hollywood 28, Calif, 
| Ethyle Simon, chairman Young Pro- 


CONNECTICUT gressives, care of Progressive Party 
of Illinois, 112 East Walton Place 
Pat Vecchione, care of Connecticut Pro- Chicago, Il. 





gressive Party, 207 Orange Street, 
New Haven, Conn. 
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ROMERSTEIN Exuipit No. 5—Continued 


INDIANA 


Al Chernin, care of Indiana Committee 


for Wallace, 635 West Pennsylvania, | 


Room 304, Indianapolis, Ind. 
1OWA 


Jane Lockberg, care of Iowa Committee 


for Wallace, Plaza Hotel, Room 264, | 


419 Fifth Street, Des Moines, Iowa. 
LOUISIANA 


Winifred Feise, care of Louisiana Wal- 
lace for President Committee, 440 St. 
Charles Avenue, New Orleans 12, La. 


MARYLAND 
Stanley Askin, care of Maryland Pro- 


gressive Party, 328 North Charles 
Street, Baltimore, Md. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Jack Lee, care of Massachusetts Young 
Progressives, 27 School Street, Boston 
8, Mass. 


MICHIGAN 
Al Millstein, care of Michigan Progres- 


sive Party, 138 Cadillac Square, 
Detroit 26, Mich. 


MINNESOTA 
Helen Gordon, care of Minnesota Citi- 


zens for Wallace, 122 South Fourth 
Street., Minneapolis 2, Minn. 


MISSOURI 


Mindy Portinor, care of Progressive 
Party of Missouri, 302 Saum Build- 
ing, St. Louis, Mo. 


NEBRASKA ¢ 


Donald Cohen, Nebraska Youth for 
Wallace, 308 South Seventy-ninth 
Avenue, Omaha, Nebr. 





NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Peter K. Wehl, 5 Chapel Street, New- 
| market, N. H. 


NEW JERSEY 
Seaver Buck, care of Independent 
| Young Progressives, 264 Fifteenth 
Avenue, Newark, N. J. 
OHLO 
Don Rothenberg, care of Progressive 


Party of Ohio, 83751 Prospect Avenue, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


OREGON 
Homer Owen, care of Oregon Wallace 
for President Committee, 306 Times 
Building, Portland, Oreg. 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Harry Dubin, care of Pennsylvania 


Young Progressives, 1215 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





WASHINGTON 


Lyle Mercer, chairman, Young Progres- 
sives, 815 Securities Building, Seattle, 
Wash. 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Donna Geddis, care of West Virginia 
Wallace for President Committee, 
Post Office Box 5278, Charleston, 
W. Va. 

WISCONSIN 


Fred Deuchamp, Wisconsin Committee 
for Wallace. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Dan Sheppard, Washington, D. C., Youth 


for Wallace, 1710 G Street NW, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


Mr. Romerstern. This is a further list of pro-Communist person- 
alities who attended the Young Progressives of America founding 
convention and some background as to their activities. 

Here is another press release listing some of the other people who 
were there and then giving some more background, which I submit 
for the examination of the committee. These are two press releases 
issued at the convention giving some of the background of some of 
the people who had attended the convention. 

Mr. Arens. The founding convention of the YPA was June 7, 1948, 


was it not? 
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Mr. Romerstern. I would like—— ° 

Mr. Arens. Let us identify the date first. 

Mr. Romerstern. I would like to introduce the call to the conven- 
tion and the list of sponsors and that will give us the date as well. 
The convention took place in the summer of 1948. 

Mr. Arens. Where? 

Mr. Romersrern. In Philadelphia. 

It took place immediately after the Progressive Party convention, 
the founding convention of the Progressive Party. It took place with 
the support “and approval of the P rogressive Party which passed a 
resolution indicating that it thought “that this organization was a 
very wonderful idea. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the central committee of the 
Young Progressives of America ¢ 

Mr. Romerstrin. I was not a member of the national committee 
of the national organization. I was a member of the New York State 
committee of the New York State or ganization. 

Senator O’Conor. In other words, the document from which you 
are now reading includes all the names ? 

Mr. Romersrern. All the names of the sponsors. These are adult 
sponsors, not young people. 

Senator O’Conor. We would like to have that marked and placed 
in the record. This includes the adults? 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes. That is the official call to a national found- 
ing convention of a youth organization. 

(The document entitled “Call To a National Founding Convention 
of a Youth Organization” was marked “Romerstein Exhibit No. 6” 
and filed for the information of the committee.) ‘ 

Mr. Arens. How many persons attended the founding convention 
of the YPA? 

Mr. Romerstetn. To my recollection, there were about 2,000 young 
people at the convention, the official figure given by them. 

Mr. Arens. After the time you were a delegate, were you a member 
of the central committee of the YPA for the State or for the district ? 

Mr. Romersrern. I was not at that time a member of the New York 
State committee of YPA. I was elected to the New York State com- 
mittee in December of that year. After the founding convention, 
there were State conventions and county conventions. I was elected 
to the State convention, 

Mr. Arens. Now, at the State convention did you have an incident 
that occurred there with another member of the Communist Party 
who was on the slate of candidates? 

Mr. Romersrein. The incident occurred in this way. As in all 
front organizations, there is no free election or selection of oflicers. 
A slate is presented by the leadership to the meeting and is voted on 
and you vote “Yes.” That is exactly what he: appened in this conven- 
tion. A slate of 40 names was presented to the convention to elect 
the New York State executive board. 

The teen-age delegate from the Bronx, however, apparently was not 
liked by their local “people there and some of them stood up and de- 
manded his name be removed from the list of candidates. This was 
done with the proviso that after the election took place of the State 
executive board, there should be a teen-age caucus that would elect 
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ethe Bronx member to the State executive board to take the place of 
this one who had been removed. This was what was done. 

At the teen-age caucus I felt that the individual should have been 
on the State executive board. 

Mr. Arens. He wasa known Communist ? 

Mr. Romersrern. No; he was not a party member, to my knowl- 
edge. 

At that point I resigned my membership on the State executive 
board and asked that the two of us be elected together to the State 
executive board by the teen-age caucus. Those who were opposed to 
him said “No,” his name would be separate. They voted against him 
and kept him off the State executive board. 

After the caucus, one of the local party leaders took me on the side 
and gave me a terrific dressing down for it. 

Mr. Arens. Who was he? 

Mr. Romerstern. His name was Allen Eberman. He is in Detroit, 
Mich., doing what the party calls “industrial concentration.” The 
purpose of “industrial concentration” is to get young active Com- 
munists into important industrial plants for party work in them. 

Mr. Arens. At the time he gave you a dressing down, he was a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romerstern. He was a member of the Communist Party at that 
time. 

Mr. Arens. In Detroit? 

Mr. Romersrern. No; in New York. He is now in Detroit. His 
point was that it is incorrect to jeopardize the party members’ leader- 
ship position in a mass organization for the sake of one individual 
and that my membership on the State executive board didn’t belong 
to me but the party, and I had to act in the interest of the party there. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have information respecting the aggregate or 
total membership of the YPA ? 

Mr. Romersretn. I have been attempting to find that out since 
my expulsion from the Communist Party. My feeling on the matter 
is that that is the most closely guarded secret they have. It has been 
pretty impossible for me to determine the membership. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know the approximate number of local units of 
the Young Progressives of America ? 

Mr. Romerstrer. I have no idea at this time how many units there 
are. I do know that there has been a rapid disintegration of their 
membership. In areas where they were very strong they now are 
very weak. 

Mr. Arens. What was the basis for your conclusion that the Young 
Progressives of America is a Communist organization or a Commu- 
nist-front organization ¢ 

Mr. Romersretn. It was set up on the basis of the needs of the 
Communist Party. We acted within the organization as Communists 
and we developed the organization along the lines the Communist 
Party wanted to develop. 

As soon as there was a question of deviation on my part, I was 
immediately isolated from the membership, and there is no question 
in my mind as to the fact that the leadership is composed of Com- 
munist Party members. 

To my knowledge the national teen-age director of Young Progres- 
sives of America, a young man by the name of Robert / Tpert, is a 
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member of the Communist Party. He is in Brooklyn, N. Y. I re- 
cruited him into the Communist Party, shortly before my expulsion. 
The individual who arranged my expulsion was a young man named 
Hyman Meyers. He at that time was the adult adviser to the Brook- 
lyn Borough staff of Young Progressives. 

The way it is done is this: When you have a Communist, a well- 
trained Communist in a position as adult advisor to a teen-age front, 
he will attend meetings in the Borough staff and so on, give the p: ty 
line and make sure the organization follows the party line. Hy 
Meyers was a member of the Kings County Youth Commission of the 
Communist Party. 

Those two I know definitely are party members from having at- 
tended party meetings and discussed with them party affairs. In one 

case I recruited one. 

Others who, I believe, are party members or close to the party are 
a girl by the name of Irene Wheeler 

‘Mr. Arens. Where is she located 4 

Mr. Romerstein. I believe she is in Manhattan. She was the 
New York State chairman of Sweethearts of Servicemen, and an 
affiliate of American Youth for Democracy, a branch of the American 
Youth for Democracy. That was during the war. 

In 1948 a conference was held in Poland to which American dele- 
gates were denied passports by the American State Department. She 
got a passport, I believe, for France, and by some means got into 
Poland to attend this conference. It was a conference called by the 
World Federation of Democratic Youth, an international Commu- 
nist front. 

At the time of my leaving the YPA, she was the New York State 
organizational secretary. 1 believe she is a member of the Commu- 
nist Party, or close to it. I have since heard that she has been re- 
moved from that position. I do not know the reason why. 

Mr. Arens. Now would you express | yourself with reference to the 
present activities of the Young Progressives of America, particularly 
with respect to their publications, “propaganda activities, meetings, 
und that type of thing? 

Mr. Romersrern. The main line in all Communist-front organiza- 
tions at this time is peace. And the Young Progressives of America 
like all Communist fronts, is yelling peace. They distributed the 
Stockholm peace appeal during the summer and now they are out 
distributing leaflets on the question of peace and on the question of 
Negro rights, working on the case of Willie McGee and the Trenton 
Six. 

Mr. Arens. Who prepares these leaflets ? 

Mr. Romersrern. Some of them are prepared within the clubs 
themselves. Some of them are prepared on a higher level. 

Senator O’Conor. How is the organization financed ? 

Mr. Romersrein. I have no knowledge of direct financing by the 
Communist Party. The activities that I have conducted involved the 
‘aising of funds by fund drives and running dances, and so on. I 
don’t know of any money coming from the party except on occasion 
the party would pay for something. 

Senator O’Conor. I got the notion before that the revenues from 
membership dues might not be considerable. 
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Mr. Romerstern. In this case, as well as AYD, there is very little 
money coming in. 

Senator O’Conor. Can you enlighten us on how they are financed ? 
Is there any underwriting by either the Communist Party or any 
other source ? 

Mr. Romerstern. No; not to my direct knowledge. 

I would like to show you this. This is a fund-drive card that au- 
thorizes me as an individual to raise funds for Young Progressives of 
America. 

Senator O’Conor. Is that sort of campaign resorted to regularly ? 

Mr. Romersrern. Very frequently. They are always running out 
of money and they are always organizing these campaigns. At such 
a time we would usually appro: ach those people who we knew as 
either party members or as friends of the “Progressive movement.’ 

We would attempt to get some money from them. 

Senator O'Conor. It occurred to me there would be some angels 
or some people you would know who would be particularly friendly, 
and also wealthy, from whom you might have made efforts to get 
money ? 

Mr. Romerstern. Not offhand; not that I know of. 

There is one other thing in regard to funds. Every time there is 
a convention they will publish a souvenir bulletin of that convention, 
and advertisements taken for it. Quite often other front organiza- 
tions or the party itself will contribute a large ad; so that this is 
in effect a contribution to the organization. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have information respecting continuity in con- 
nection with the mimeograph machines and other reproduction pro- 
cesses used in the dissemination of propaganda by the AYD, the 
YPA, and the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romersrern. The mimeograph machines are hand-me-down 
affairs. When one front doesn’t need one, they simply give it to an- 
other front, or the party itself will give a mimeograph machine to a 
front or take one back from it. I have seen the same mimeograph 
machine in quite a few different front organizations. 

Mr. Arens. Does the Young Progressives of America disseminate 
literature which bears the identification of the Communist Party 
itself? 

Mr. Romerstrin. Not to my knowledge. I don’t recall any official 
party publication distributed by the Young Progressives. 

Mr. Arens. What publications are dissemin: ated by the Young Pro- 
gressives of America? ‘ 

Mr. Romerstern. They originally had a publication called the 
Young Progressive. This was one that came out in September 1948. 
It was a well-printed newspaper. It described the convention in 
Philadelphia; this particular issue did. They don’t print that any 
more, to my knowledge. They are putting out a little photo-offset 
job right now. 

Mr. Arens. Where are the headquarters of the Young Progressives 
of America? 

Mr. Romerstern. 234 West Twenty-sixth Street, New York City. 
We were at their headquarters a few months ago. We came to visit 
them with the request that they comply with the McCarran Act. 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon? 
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Mr. Romerstrern. We came to visit the Young Progressives of 
America with the request that they comply with the McCarran Act. 

Mr. Arens. Who is “we”? 

Mr. Romerstern. Myself accompanied by Francis J. McNamara. 

Mr. Arens. You mean your present associate in Counterattack ? 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go then ? 

Mr. Romersrern. To the State office of Young Progressives. 

It is my understanding of the McCarran Act that officers of the 
Communist-front organizations are compelled to register or face a jail 
sentence, or a fine, or both. Not wishing to face either a jail sentence 
or fine or both, I went to visit the Young Progressives of America and 
requested that they join with me in registering as a Communist-front 
organization. They refused. Isawa ‘young lady by the name of ‘Tish 
Innes at that time, a member of the national staff of that organization. 

She informed me that she would take the question up with the new 
State director of YPA, Al Wolk. 

Mr. Arens. Where is each of these persons located ? 

Mr. Romerstern. I don’t know where Miss Tish Innes is located, 
but Wolk is located in Brooklyn. He is quite a hack. He is the type 
of functionary that is usually sent down to a meeting where there is 
trouble. He will bulldoze his way through the business intimidating 
people, and so forth, and make sure there is no more trouble. 

During the summer of 1950 one of the clubs of Young Progressives 
of America had invited O. John Rogge, who is a member of the na- 
tional committee of the Progressive Party, to speak. Mr. Rogge, of 
course, 1S persona non grata to the Communists at the present time. 
They were informed that they could not have him down to speak, 
even though he was officially a leading figure in the organization of 
which they claim to be a youth section. They fought it and they 
did haye him down to speak. 

So some of them were expelled for Trotskyism and Titoism, and it 
was Wolk who went down to do the job. 

Mr. Arens. Would you express yourself with reference to allied or 
affiliated organizations of the Young Progressives of America? 

Mr. Romersrery. Lam afraid I don’t understand what you mean. 

Mr. Arens. Are there not some other organizations which grew out 
of the Young Progressives of America or in some way parallel to the 
Young Progressives of America ? 

Mr. Romersrein. I see what you mean. Yes; there is an organiza- 
tion called the Young People’s General Assembly for Peace, which is 
led by a young woman named Doris Koppelman. She is located in 
the Bronx, and she ran for the State assembly on the American Labor 
Party ticket in 1948, I believe. She is known to me as a member of the 
New York State executive board of YPA. 

As I said, now she is working in the Young People’s General Assem- 
bly for Peace. It is a new front that has been set up for the purpose 
of roping in pacifists and so on and other people who are not Com- 
munists but are sincerely interested in peace. 

Mr. Arens. Can you tell us briefly the names of other persons in 
this Young People’s General Assembly for Peace and a little bit 
about the membership and its activities ? 

Mr. Romersrern. I am not too familiar with the organization, be- 
cause I haven’t been down to their meetings. I will attempt to obtain 
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letterheads and so on of this organization and turn them in to the 
committee. 

In its original formation, Miss Koppelman was assisted by a young 
man named Douglas Glasgow, formerly in the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People. I believe he is located in 
Manhattan. An attempt to obtain material from this organization 
resulted in discovering that the organization no longer has its head- 
quarters but is operating out of Miss Koppelman’s house. 

Mr. Arens. Could you identify other committees or organizations 
which have a direct tie-in with the Young Progressives of America 
similar to the organization which you have just referred to? 

Mr. Romersretn. I don’t recall offhand any youth organization, but 
quite a few adult organizations cooperated with the Young Pro- 
gressives. 

Mr. Arens. What are those? 

Mr. Romersrern. On this question of Negro rights, as the party 
puts it, the Civil Rights Congress has issued a good deal of material 
which is distributed by the Young Progressives of America. 

Mr. Arens. Has the Civil Rights Congress, to your knowledge, 
been cited as a Communist-front organization ? 

Mr. Romersrein. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now, name some other organizations. 

Mr. Romersrein. The Civil Rights Congress has a new affiliate 
called the William Patterson Defense Committee. Material from this 
cominittee has been distributed by the Young Progressives of America. 

Mr. ArENs. What is that committee? What does it do! 

Mr. Romersrern. William Patterson, the leader of the Civil Rights 
Congress, has been cited for contempt of Congress, and this committee 
has been set up to defend him. Young Progressives distribute material 
of the various peace organizations, the Committee for Peaceful Alter- 
natives, and the general clearinghouse for the pro-Communist. Party 
peace line, now is the American Peace Crusade. 

Senator O’Conor. We will keep this with the other documents, for 
reference purposes. 

Mr. Romersrern. Of course the Young Progressives of America 
is closely allied with the American Labor Party, which is the New 
York branch of the Progressive Party. 

Senator O’Conor. Does the Young Progressives of America have 
a platform similar to the platform ot great political parties ¢ 

Mr. Romersrern. Not a platform, but printed programs. 

Senator O’Conor. What is the line of the Young Progressives of 
America on the Far East situation ¢ 

Mr. Romersrern. They are opposed to Chiang and opposed to 
everything else against communism in the Far East. 

Senator O’Conor. What about MacArthur? 

Mr. Romerste1n. They are very happy, I believe, over the removal 
of MacArthur by Truman. 

Senator O’Conor. Do you have information with respect to their 
prior attitude on MacArthur? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes; they are very much opposed to MacArthur. 
They did whatever they could to attack MacArthur just as every 
other front organization has. 

Senator O’Conor. Why did they attack MacArthur? 
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Mr. Romerstern. They apparently felt that MacArthur is a lead- 
ing bulwark against communism in the Pacific. I think that the 
Young Progressives of America feels like all other Communist-front 
organizations about MacArthur. 

Another particular front organization in the youth field, particu- 
larly in the veterans’ field, is a thing called the Veterans for Peace. 

Senator O’Conor. Is that affiliated in some way and does it have 
a cooperative arrangement of some kind with the Young Progressives 
of America ¢ 

Mr. Romersrern. Not to my knowledge on this form, but they all 
cooperate on this general peace thing. 

They have been attacking MacArthur. 

Senator O’Conor. Identify, if you can, the ring leaders of the 
organization. 

Mr. Romerstern. Paul Green is the chairman. 

Senator O’Conor. Located where ? 

Mr. Romerstery. I don’t know his address. It is some place in 
New York City. I have a copy of the address of the organization. 
When the hearing is over, I will turn that over to you. 

Senator Jenner. What attitude do these front organizations and 
this youth organization have toward other public officials; for instance, 
Acheson ¢ 

Mr. Romersretn. They are opposed to Acheson. They are gener- 
ally opposed to all the leaders of our Government. Acheson comes 
in for their attacks, and Truman as well. 

I think they reserve most of their attacks for people like MacArthur, 
who they term “a Fascist” and someone who is attempting to become a 
dictator. The Daily Compass, which has consistently followed the 
party line, contains an article on General MacArthur today, sir. 

Senator O’Conor. I notice this pamphlet which you tendered to 
the committee relates to the pilgrimage to Washington last month, 
March. It was circulated obviously for that purpose, because it 
urges attendance and every possible effort. Have you any additional 
information that might bear on that as to what general efforts were 
exerted to bolster that up ¢ 

Mr. Romerstern. They met in Washington and shouted about peace 
a little bit and they went after the Congressmen to pressure them to 
end the war in Korea and so on and so forth; they followed the general 
party line on the question. 

Mr. Arens. Now, before we leave the Young Progressives of Amer- 
ica, we have a number of other areas to direct your attention to, 
Mr. Romerstein. 

May I ask you if the Young Progressives of America has organiza- 
tions in the various high schools ? 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes; they have. 

Mr. Arens. Could you comment upon the organizational units of 
the Young Progressives of America? 

Mr. Romerstrin. The Young Progressives of America decided it 
would be expedient for them to organize within high schools, and 
they could get their best results from organizing on a high-school 
level, as well as outside high school, of course. 

Mr. Arens. Are the organizations within the high schools identified 
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as Young Progressives of America or are they, on the other hand, 
fronts of the Ye oung Progressives of America ? 

Mr. Romerstern. The point is that they don’t meet within the 
school. ‘They meet outside the school, but they designate themselves 
by title “ rT ilden Y oung Progressives” or “Erasmus Hall Young Pro- 
gressives” or whatever high school they are operating within. I have 
here a list of the leaders ‘of Young Progressives of America elubs in 
Brooklyn High schools as of early 1949, supplementing a list of leaders 
that came out during the 1948 election, and a list of the approximate 
strength of some of ‘the clubs of the Young Progressives of America 
in 1949. 

Mr. Arens. This would be a good exhibit to go in the record. 

Senator O’Conor. It will be introduced and marked “Romerstein 
Exhibit No. 7.” 

(The document marked “Romerstein Exhibit No. 7” is as follows:) 


List oF LEADERS OF YOUNG PROGRESSIVES OF AMERICA Hiagu ScHooLt CLuBs IN 
BROOKLYN AS oF EARLY 1949 


1. Erasmus Hall High School: | 7. Eastern District: 
Elinor Goldstein, 281 Crown | Istar Gibel, 78 Rodney Street, 
Street, PR 8—-0317. EV 4—6987. 
2. Lincoln Community Club: | & Franklin K. Lane High School: 
Sandra Baron, 2778 West Thir- | Mark Solomon, 5 Utica Avenue, 


ty-sixth Street, ES 3-6012. | GL 2-2074. 
3. Lincoln High School: 9. Midwood High School: 
Bob Bilbo, 1011 Avenue O. Cynthia Gross, 727 East Tenth 
4. Brooklyn Tech: Street, GE 4—0893. 
Irvin Rosenberg, 6918 Twenty- | Judy Epstein, 133 Navy Walk, 
first Avenue, BE 2-0813. GL 2-0524. 
5. Lafayette High School : | 10. Madison High School and Ringsway : 
Thelma Schiller, 2264 Eightieth Saul Slapikoff, 3522 Avenue §, 
Street, BE 2-8639. ES 54155. 
6. Boys High School: Ed Dropkin, 2114 East Nine- 
Anotole Schaffer, 805 St. Marks teenth Street, NI 8-8428. 


Avenue, PR 4-0119. | 


The Brooklyn teen-age chairman was Robert Alpert, a student at Erasmus 
Hall High School, who is now attending Brooklyn College and is YPA national 
teen-age director. He is a member of the Communist Party. 

Hyman Meyers was adult adviser. He was a member of the Kings County 
Youth Commission of the Communist Party. 

On list of club leaders we find Mark Solomon of Lane and Bob Bilbo of Lincoln. 
Both of these are members of the Communist Party. 

Earlier list of Brooklyn YPA leaders (possibly during 1948 election) gives fol- 
lowing names: 


Lincoln: | Brooklyn Tech: 
Helen Zabinsky, 2918 West Nine- | Irwin (Rosenberg), 6918 Twenty- 
teenth, ES 2-2197. first Avenue, BE 2-0813. 
Jefferson: | Boys High: 
May (Wechsler), 565 Miller Ave- | Anatole (Schaffer) (S805 St. Marks 
nue, DI 6—7623. Avenue, PR 4-0119). 


Lafayette: 
Bob (7), CI 6-3593. 
Erasmus: 
Elinor (Goldstein), (281 Crown | 
Street), PR S—0317. 
P.(?) H.(?) Seena(?), PR 2-6131. | 


Approximate strength and meeting places of teen-age Young Progressives of 
America clubs in Brooklyn as of early 1949: 
1. Erasmus Hall High School. About 65 members. Meets Monday afternoons 
at ALP 595 Flatbush Avenue. 
2. Tilden High School. About 50 members. Meets at ALP, 5222 Church Ave- 
nue, alternate Fridays. 
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8. Franklin K. Lane High School. About 10 members. Does not meet regularly. 

4. Lincoln High School. About 25 members. Meets at ALP or IWO. 

5. Midwood High School. About 20 members. Meets at members’ houses on 
Fridays. 

6. Jefferson High School. About 50 members (club being reorganized). Meets 
Wednesday evenings at ALP. 

7. Madison High School. Organizing about 20 members. Fridays at ALP. 

8. Prospect Heights High School. About 10 members—very little work being 
done, 

9. Boys High School. About 10 members, haven't been meeting. Met previous- 
ly at ALP. 

10. Brooklyn Technical High School. About 25 members. Meets Monday after- 
noons at 40 Clinton Street (at that time YPA Borough headquarters). 

11. Lafayette High School. About 20 members. Meets Wednesday evening at 
ALP 285 (?) 


12. New Utrich High School (Utrecht), organizing. 

13. Eastern district. Fifteen to twenty members meet after school at ALP. 

14. Brownsville Community Club. About 100 members. 

15. Rugby Community—5222 Chureh Avenue. ALP Wednesday and alternate 
Fridays. 

16. New Kirk Community. About 40 members. 


Mr. Romerstetn. As indicative of the line of the Young Progres- 
sives of America and what their program is, I would like to intro- 
duce—this is a Western Union sheet, it is not a telegram, but is merely 
typed on a Western Union sheet by Dick Lindheim calling for the 
support of Stalin’s peace plan. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Dick Lindheim and how did you come in cus- 
tody of this document ? 

Mr. Romerstern. At the time this came Lindheim was the New 
York State chairman of the Young Progressives of America and this 
was sent to me in my capacity as a member of the New York State 
executive board. 

Senator O’Conor. Now just another question or two before we leave 
the Young Progressives of America. Do you have information re- 
specting teachers in the New York area who have cooperated with 
the Young Progressives of America? 

Mr. Romerstetn. The same teachers that cooperated with the 
American Youth for Democracy are now cooperating with the Young 
Progressives of America. One teacher- I didn’t mention before, be- 
calise it slipped my mind, cooperated both with the American Youth 
for Democracy and the YPA and his name is Terry Rosenbaum, 
teaching in the Eastern District High School, a leader of the Ameri- 
can Labor Party in the Twenty-third Assembly District. It is my 
belief he is a member of the Communist Party. 

Senator O’Conor. What is the basis of that belief? 

Mr. Romersre1n. His sister is a member of the Communist Party 
and currently married to Mr. Osheroff. I attended the Brooklyn 
Youth Session at which she chaired one of the sessions. It was the 
North Brooklyn Youth Section Convention of the Communist Party 
and was held on June 20, 1948. I have here notes taken at the meet- 
ing typed up. 

Senator O’Conor. May we have it for reference purposes? 

Mr. Romersrein. Here is a credential to the meeting. 

Senator O’Conor. We will take that for reference purposes. 

Before we leave the Young Progressives of America, are there any 
other significant facts which you would like to comment on or discuss? 

Mr. Romerstern. I think that will be all on Young Progressives of 
America. 

88400—51—_——-3 
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Senator O’Conor. Now may I invite your attention to the Labor 
Youth League which you have previously identified as one of the off- 
shoots or segments of the old American Youth for Democracy ? 

Mr. Romerstern. The Labor Youth League, as I said, constituted it- 
self as a Marxist youth organization. I have here some of the litera- 
ture of the Labor Youth League and I would like to turn it over to the 
committee. I think it would certainly indicate the type of organiza- 
tion this is. This is an indication of the educational material given 
toLYL members. It isa speech by Nikolayev. He is a Russian leader 
of the Young Communist League for the Soviet Union. It is called 
“a speech that became the program of action of the Komsomol.” It 
is a discussion of a speech by Joseph Stalin explaining what their task 
is, and so on. 

Senator O’Conor. What connection does that have with the Labor 
Youth League? 

Mr. Rommerstern. This was issued by the educational department 
of the New York organizing committee of the Labor Youth League 
for the purpose of educating its membership. 

Senator O’Conor. What are the purposes of the Labor Youth 
League? 

Mr. Romerstern. The purpose of the Labor Youth League as laid 
down by the party in Political Affairs of September, 1948, was to 
educate its members in a spirit of Marxism, and Leninism, to train 
them to be Communists in the future. The officers of the organization, 
most of whom are members of the Communist Party, are Leon Wofsy, 
who I previously identified as the national youth director of the Com- 
munist Party, formerly very active in the American Youth for De- 
mocracy. He is the national chairman of the Labor Youth League. 

Senator O’Conor. Where is he located ? 

Mr. Romerstern. I don’t know offhand. 

Senator O’Conor. In the New York area? 

Mr. Romersrern. I believe he is; yes sir. 

Senator O’Conor. Identify the other officers, if you can. 

Mr. Romerstrin. The New York State chairman is Joseph Bucholt, 
who I have previously identified, of the Communist Party. Another 
officer of the Labor Youth League is Selma Weiss. I don’t know her 
as a member of the Communist Party but during last summer she 
was over to Red China as part of the delegation of the World Federa- 
tion of Democratic Youth. 

While on that I can show the committee two documents which 
show that. 

Mr. Arens. Could vou give us a résumé ? 

Mr. Romerstern. I will tell you what it is. These are two issues 
of Peoples’ China, published in Peking, an official Chinese Communist 
publication. One of them lists the delegates to China on behalf of 
the World Federation of Democratic Youth. The two Americans 
here are listed as Selma Weiss and David Graham McCanns, U.S. A, 

Here is an article written by David McCanns to the Chinese Com- 
munists telling them he thinks their army is invincible and that they 
are wonderful people. David McCanns is listed here as chairman of 
the committee of the Young Progressives of America. This is an 
issue of Peoples’’China. 
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Mr. Arens. How did you come in possession of that magazine that 
you now have? 

Mr. Romerstern. A number of copies of these various Chinese Com- 
munist publications come into the United States and I have made it 
a point of obtaining them when they come in. 

Mr. Arens. Where do you obtain them ? 

Mr, Romerstrern. Some at Universal Distributors on Sixteenth 
Street—Sixth Avenue and Thirteenth Street. I would like to 
identify some more of these places. ‘The Book Fair, which is a front 
for the Communist Party—it is my belief that it is—which is located 
on Forty-fourth Street between Sixth and Seventh Avenues; the 
Workers Bookshop and the Jefferson School Bookshop. 

I would like to turn over to the committee for their inspectiori 
some of the material that I have received from Red China and from 
the local Chinese Communist fronts. 

Mr. Arens. Before we got on this magazine we were identifying 
the officers of the Labor Youth League. Are there any other officers 
whom you have not identified ? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes. ‘There is a young man named Aaron Wise- 
man, who is an officer of the Labor Youth League. I do not know 
him as a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Where is he located ? 

Mr. Romerste1n. I believe he is located in New York as well. 

Wendell Addington is a leader of the Labor Youth League in Texas 
and was previously active in YPA. 

Roosevelt Ward is an important leader in the Labor Youth League. 
I have here notes that were taken at a meeting of the Communist Party 
by a representative of Counterattack. The meeting took place De- 
cember 27, 1950. It was the Bronx rally to greet the fifteenth national 
convention of the Communist Party, U.S. A., and among the speakers 
was Roosevelt Ward. 

Mr. Arens. Where is he located ? 

Mr. Romerstern. I believe he is located in Harlem. 

Mr. Arens. Is he a Negro? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes, he is. 

Mr. AreNs. Before we leave the area in which we are now, and con- 
fining our attention to the Youth League, are there any other oflicers 
of the organization whom you have not identified ? 

Mr. Romerstrern. Yes. A young man by the name of Mel Williams, 
who I believe is a member of the Communist Party. He contributed 
an article to the preconvention discussion bulletin of the Communist 
Party. The name of it was “Our Party.” 

Mr. Arens. Now are there any other officers whom you would like 
to identify ? 

Mr. Romerstern. Not that I can recall. 

Mr. Arens. Now would you kindly express yourself with respect to 
the membership, the number and the membership of the Labor Youth 
League and the scope of its membership, whether it is confined to the 
New York area or over the United States or what is the extent of it? 

Mr. Romerstern. As I said before, like all front organizations, 
about half of it is in New York. This has been the general picture 
of all the party and all its fronts, about half its membership is confined 
to New York. The Labor Youth League in 1949, it is my understand- 
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ing had a membership of about 3,000. I don’t think it has that mem- 
bership any more. I think it has been rapidly falling away. 

Mr. Arens. What was your activity in the Labor Youth League? 

Mr. Romersrern. I never had any office in the Youth League. I 
attended a few meetings and raised the same questions that got me 
thrown out of the Communist Party and was rapidly thrown out of 
there. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Romerstein, what is the relationship between the 
Labor Youth League and the Young Progressives of America? By 
relationship I mean interlocking of authority i in officers’ posts. 

Mr. Romersrein. Both are directed by the Communist Party; 
people have been taken from one organization and put in the other. 
They cooperate with one another in local communities. ‘To my knowl- 
edge in Brooklyn College, for example, in the evening session there is 
a Young Progressive of America Club meeting on the campus. There 
is also a Labor Youth League Club which does not meet on the cam- 
pus; to my knowledge they : are composed of the same people. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have information respecting Communist Party 
members who are not what we generally refer to as “youth” being 
active participants in the Labor Youth League? 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes. What usually happens is that in order for 
a person to be sufficiently trained to have a high position on a front 
organization you have to be in there for quite some time and you have 
quite a few elderly youth leaders in the Communist Party. Herb 
Signer, for example, who for a long time was active in youth work— 
I don’t know his exact age but he impresses me as being in his thirties, 
and others who couldn’t exactly be called youth at this time are active 
in youth work. 

Mr. Arens. Can you distinguish between the function of the Young 
Progressives of America and the Labor Youth League in its activities? 

Mr. Romerstern. The Young Progressives of America works in a 
broader field. They get young people who are not yet Communists. 
The idea is to get people who are pretty green, who don’t know what 
the whole business is all about, give them the party line without telling 
them it is a party line, to get them into your organization. 

The Labor Youth League, on the other hand, openly admits it is a 
Marxist youth organization and affiliated with the Communist Party. 
So it gets a much narrower group of people. It also gets a more 
staunch group of people. 

Mr. Arens. What does it do? 

Mr. Romerstre1n. Both distribute leaflets and pamphlets and have 
rallies, and so on. 

Mr. Arens. You have discussed what the Young Progressives of 
America does. Now what specifically does the Labor Youth League 
do? 

Mr. Romerstern. The Labor Youth League, too, distributes leaflets 
on these various questions of peace and so on and has held rallies at 
which some of the leading speakers of the Communist Party come 
down. Gus Hall has spoken at some of these rallies. 

Mr. Arens. Identify him, please. 

Mr. Romerstern. He is at the present time national secretary of 
the Communist Party—executive secretary. 

Mr. Arens. Located where? 
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Mr. Romerstetn. | believe currently located in New York, but pre- 
viously he had been out in Ohio. 

Mr. Arens. You are speaking of the activities of the Labor Youth 
League. What else does it do? 

Mr. Romersrein. It holds these rallies. They take up these ques- 
tions of peace and civil rights and defense of the 12 and all the other 
questions that the party wants them to take up. They educate their 
membership. They have classes in Marxism and Leninism. 

Mr. Arens. Where are those classes held ¢ 

Mr. Romerstre1n. Within the Labor Youth League itself as well as 
the Jefferson School of Social Sciences. 

Mr. Arens. That Jefferson School of Social Sciences has been cited 
as a Communist organization; has it not ¢ 

Mr. Romerstein. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Where are the headquarters of the Labor Youth 
League ¢ 

Mr. Romerstrern. 799 Broadway. 

Mr. Arens. What is that at 799 Broadway, an office, apartment, or 
what is it? 

Mr. Romersrern. It is an office building which has quite a collection 
of Communist fronts in it. I believe, I am not quite sure about this, 
but it 1s either owned by the party or by a party functionary. 

Mr. Arens. What are the other Communist fronts that are located 
there at the headquarters of the Labor Youth League ¢ 

Mr. Romerstern. It is also 80 East Eleventh Street. You have 
such fronts as Labor Research Association, Committee for Demo- 
cratic Far Eastern Policy. You have the Peace Information Center. 
Its last headquarters before its dissolution was there. The New York 
Labor Conference for Peace, and various other front organizations 
are also located there. 

Mr. Arens. Does the Labor Youth League participate in any in- 
dustrial disputes, any of that type of work? 

Mr. Romersrain. ‘The Labor Youth League has industrial branches. 
In one of the issues of their magazine, Challenge—I will turn a set of 
them over to the committee for examination—there is a list of their 
industrial branches in Manhattan and they are particularly interested 
in certain industries. 

Mr. Arens. What do you mean by industrial branches? 

Mr. Romerstern. Young people in a certain industry will be organ- 
ized in a Labor Youth League. The branch will have such titles as 
the fur branch. 

Mr. Arens. Do the industrial branches constitute persons who are 
members of the Labor Youth League but incidentally work in certain 
branches, or are they, on the other hand, organizations of young peo- 
ple in industry who are organized by the Labor Youth League? Do 
I make my point ¢ 

Mr. Romersrein. I think I understand what you mean. The Labor 
Youth League sets up a club composed of people working in a certain 
industry. 

Mr. Arens. Do those persons in the industry know they are mem- 
bers of the Labor Youth League ? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What is the name of the unit which is set up ? 
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Mr. Romerstern. It is usually called by the title of the industry, 
for example, they have the Fur Club of the Labor Youth League. 

Senator Jenner. In what particular industries are they interested ? 

Mr. Romersrern. The furriers’ union, for example, has a Labor 
a League unit within it. It organizes young people in the fur 
industry. 

There is actually a Labor Youth League Club called the Local 65 
Club, which is composed of young people belonging to Local 65 of a 
union called the Distributive, Processing and Office Workers Union. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have information about any of the officers of 
any of these units? 

Mr. Romerstern. No. 

Mr. Arens. What other committees, units, groups, organizations 
are set up by the Labor Youth League or have a direct tie-in or affilia- 
tion with the Labor Youth League? 

Mr. Romerstern. The Labor Youth League will set up clubs in com- 
munities or schools. For example, up until a few terms ago there was 
a club of the Labor Youth League in Brooklyn College, in the day 
session and eventually found itself suspended because of a sit-down 
strike in front of the president’s office. 

Mr. Arens. Is it identified as a Labor Youth League club? 

Mr. Romerstery. Yes. I don’t know of any cases where the Labor 
Youth League has organized any of the high schools, but high-school 
students are members of the Labor Youth League. 

I would like to suggest to the committee that material on the Labor 
Youth League has been obtained by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities. A good deal of very important material was 
found in a wrecked car and has been reprinted. It gives a listing 
of the number of members the Labor Youth League had in 1949, and 
other information of that sort. It gives a breakdown of how many 
members were in high-school branches, how many were in college 
branches, how many were in industrial branches, and so on. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Romerstein, would you kindly express yourself now 
with reference to your affiliation with the Communist Party itself? 
When did you join and under what circumstances? Who enlisted you 
and give us the story on that. 

Mr. Romerstern. I was a member of the American Youth for 
Democracy. I believed in communism. This was communism sugar- 
coated. I thought that the American Youth for Democracy was a 
little tame. It gave us our communism with sugar-coating, so to 
speak. So I decided it was about time for me to join the Communist 
Party. In February of 1947 I went down to a party branch, the 
Brownsville Youth Club, and joined this party branch. 

Mr. Arens. Where is the Brownsville Youth Club? 

Mr. Romerstern. I don’t know where it is located at the present 
time. There have been a number of changes of address. The address 
I knew was 161 Herzel Street. 

Mr. Arens. What was the process of joining? 

Mr. Romerstrin. I went down. Some of the people knew me and 
I identified myself as a member of the American Youth for Democ- 
racy; I was interested in joining the Communist Party. They signed 
me up on the spot. 

Mr. Arens. How many members of that cell were there? 
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Mr. Romerstern. At the time I joined there were approximately 
50 members of that branch of the party. 

Mr. Arens. That was in 1947 ? 

Mr. Romersrei1n. That was in February 1947. 

Mr. Arens. How was that unit organized? 

Mr. Romersrern. You had a branch or ganizer and various other 
officers and secretary, and so on, and you had the membership director ; 
you had an educational director. 

Mr. Arens. Within the branch that you joined were there not units 
or subdivisions ? 

Mr. Romerstetn. Not at that time. Subsequently the branch was 
broken down into cells of five or six with a group captain. I am 
informed after I left there were pretty much no branch meetings at 
all but merely group meetings. 

Mr. Arens. What was your function in the party? Tell us about 
your party experience. 

Mr. Romerstern. I was just a party member. I attended party 
meetings regularly and bought the party literature, and so on. I also 
met with other people in the party engaged in youth work to engage 
in a discussion of how we should conduct our activities. 

Mr. Arens. What did you do from the standpoint of inculcating 
yourself with the party philosophy ? 

Mr. Romerstern. First, I attended the new members’ class within 
my own branch. There were about 10 people, recently joined. We 
studied Marxism. 

Mr. Arens. How old were you at the time? 

Mr. Romerstern. I joined when I was 1514. 

Mr. Arens. Did your parents know that you joined? 

Mr. Romersretn. Not at that time. They found out shortly after 
that. 

Mr. Arens. Did they object to it? 

Mr. Romersrern. Very vehemently. We had quite a few argu- 
ments on the question. 

Mr. Arens. What information do you have which you procured in 
the course of your membership in the party with respect to Com- 
munist penetration of the Armed Forces? 

Mr. Romerstetn. Most of the material I have on that question is 
dated pretty far back because the party has had very little discussion 
of that at the present time. However, there is a basic party position 
which runs like a red thread through the whole thing and which con- 
tinues to this day. Their position is that it is necessary to work in the 
Armed Forces in order to facilitate the destruction of those Armed 
Forces in case of war with the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have occasion to know Mr. Jack Diskin? 

Mr. Romerstern. That is Lou Diskin. He is the New York State 
leader of the youth section of the Communist Party. I don’t know 
where he is now. I attended a meeting at which he spoke and the 
question arose on what we should do in case we were drafted. He said 
generally that one individual in the Army, if he knows when to gripe 
and how to gripe, can do a pretty good job himself. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know of any Communists who are in the Armed 
Forces at the present time ? 
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Mr. Romerstetn. I don’t know offhand of individuals who are in the 
1 Armed Forces. 
Mr. Arens. Can you submit to the subcommittee information re- 
] specting persons who you know are Communists who are in the 
Armed Forces? 
Mr. Romersrern. If I obtain any information regarding people — 
who are currently in the Armed Forces, I will submit it. 
Mr. Arens. What did the Communist Party do with respect to 
universal military training ? 
] Mr. Romerstrin. They opposed UMT very much. They opposed 
UMT very much during the time when the Soviet Union and the 
1 United States were not friendly. During the war the official party 
position was “universal military training is the most wonderful thing 
in the world,” and Spotlight, the magazine of American Youth for 
j Democracy, carried an article by Claudia Jones, now leader of the 
Communist Party—she was at that time an American Youth for 
Democracy leader—answering a letter from a serviceman who said 


] he was opposed to universal militar vy training. 

In the January 1945 issue of the Communist—at that time it was 
t already being called Political Affairs—Carl Ross wrote an article ex- | 
] plaining that UMT was among the basic needs of American young) ~ 
} people. 
] Then the cold war started and the party changed its mind. At 


the same time the party changed its mind, so did the American Youth 
for Democracy. The party opposed UMT and the American Youth 
¢ for Democracy did likewise. Previously anybody who opposed it was 
a Fascist. Now anybody in favor of it was a Fascist. There was a 
direct connection between the party line and the line of the front 
organizations. 

Then the Young Progressives of America today are opposed to 
UMT and the draft as well as the Labor Youth League. The Labor 
Youth League at the last convention raised the question of opposing 
the draft. 

Mr. Arens. What is the purpose of the party line on the various 
issues to which you have just been referring ? 

Mr. Romerstern. The basic things are the need of Soviet Russia. 
When Soviet Russia needed a big American Army, well then we 
needed UMT. When the Soviet Union is afraid of a large American 
Army, then UMT is what the Communists are to oppose. 

Mr. Arens. Is there any doubt in your mind on the basis of your 
experience and membership in the party that the Communist Party 
of the United States is under the domination and absolute control of 
] a foreign power ? 

Mr. Romerstern. I certainly believe it is. I have never seen any 
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é deviation on the part of the American party from the needs of the 
Soviet Union. 
Senator O’Conor. In addition to any specific declaration on any 
{ 


t issue, is the general attitude that you gathered from your first-hand 

information one of preference for the ‘Soviet Union over the United 
States in the event of conflict between the two? 

€ Mr. Romerstern. Certainly. The party does not state at the present 

time they will fight for the Soviet Union; however, in older party 

documents when they were much more open they said that it was 
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the duty of the party members to fight on the side of the Soviet Union. 
Today, I believe every party member realizes that that is his role. 

I would like to show some of the basic Communist documents on 
this question, if I may. 

Mr. Arens. I wonder if you would care to transmit those with a 
memorandum to the committee. 

Mr. RoMERSTE tN. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You might tell in general what they contain. I am 
fearful we will not have time for you to read them at this time. 

Mr. Romerstern. Suppose I indicate one specific document and 
explain the nature of the rest of them. 

During a long period of time the line was built up. It was neces- 
sary for the Communist Party to work within capitalistic armies 
for the purpose of turning the imperialistic war into a civil war. 

Mr. Arens. What period of time / 

Mr. Romersrern. I think that is the basic slogan of the party 
even today, but it was spoken up to 1935. In 1935 the Communist 
International held its Seventh World Congress in Moscow. ‘The line 
was changed. ‘They developed the united-front tactics. That is 
where we get our Communist fronts today, the idea that the party 
could be much more effective if operated through front organiza- 
tions. They described it as a Trojan horse. I think it is a very 
accurate description. That didn’t mean that the party was for- 
saking its basic line. At the Congress they told the members to keep 
their mouths shut and to speak as if they were patriots in their own 
countries instead of discussing the » things they had been discussing 
previously about revolution and so on. They told them, however, 
that this doesn’t mean the position has been changed. 

I would like to refer to this. It is from Kuusinen. 

Mr. Arens. From what are you reading ? 

Mr. Romerstern. Kuusinen’s report to the Seventh World Con- 
gress of the Communist International. It is on the youth question. 

Mr. Arens. You have identified him. He is a leader of the Com- 
munist International 


Mr. Romersrery. Yes. He says [reading]. 


We want to attack our class enemies in the rear when they start war against 
the Soviet Union, but how can we do so if the majority of the working youth 
follow not us but, for instance, the Catholic priests or the Liberal chameleons. 

We often repeat the slogan of transforming the imperialist war into a civil 
war against the bourgeoisie. In itself the slogan is a good one but it becomes 
an empty and harmless phrase if we do not do everything today to create a 
united-youth front. 

We need a revolutionary youth movement at least 10 times as wide as our 
parties afid a united-youth front hundreds of times wider still. That this is 
entirely possible in many countries is shown by the achievements of our French 
and American young comrades. 

Only if we undertake and press this work everywhere with the greatest pos- 
sible energy, only if we achieve really important successes in this work, shall 
we be able to say that we are preparing the masses in Bolshevik way for the 
event of an imperialist war breaking out. 

We also invite the pacifist youth organizations to join the united front. Never- 
theless, we must continually remind the youth of what Lenin taught us, “You 
will be givena gun. Take it and learn the art of war thoroughly. This knowledge 
is necessary for the proletarians, not in order to shoot your brothers, the workers 
of the countries, as is being done in the present war, and as the traitors to 
socialism advise you to do, but in order to fight against the bourgeoisie of your 
own country, to put an end to exploitation, poverty, and war, not by means of 
good intentions but by a victory over the bourgeoisie and by disarming them.” 





an 


34 COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


If our parties and our youth carry on the fight against war in this spirit, there 
can be no doubt that in a number of countries the counterrevolutionary im- 
perialist war will lead to revolution, ; 

He says we need a mass youth organization of a revolutionary nature. 
That is a labor youth league. It is supposed to be bigger than the 
party. They intend a larger youth organization, roping people who 
are not Communists. This is the role of the Young Progressives of 
America. It must even be wider than their Marxist organization. They 
intend to get in pacifist young people. That is the role of the Young 
Peoples General Assembly for Peace. 

Mr. Arens. It expands in the International Union for Students? 

Mr. Romersrein. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now did you as a party member receive information, 
propaganda, publications which emanated from Moscow ? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes. I had access to publications such as New 
Times, a weekly magazine published in Moscow, giving the foreign 
policy position of the Soviet Union, printing most of the basic docu- 
ments of the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Arens. What propaganda information or literature which is 
nublished in Moscow is actually disseminated in the streets uf New 
Fork City ? 

Mr. Romersrer. I don’t believe that they distribute stuff printed 
in Moscow on the streets of New York City. They distribute it to the 
party membership. You can go into the Workers Bookshop and obtain 
Stalin’s Report to the Fifteenth Party Congress of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union. These are basic documents edited to con- 
form to the current line which are given to the American party mem- 
bers, printed in Moscow for the information of the American party 
membership. 

Mr. Arens. What were the activities of the Communist Party unit 
of which you were a member? What did they do? 

Mr. Romerstern. We distributed leaflets. We organized picket 
lines. This was one of our favorite occupations. We would get out 
and picket a movie we didn’t like. We would try to involve a front 
organization in picketing the movies as well. When there would be 
a strike in a community, particularly if it was a Communist-domi- 
nated union, we would make a point of helping out on the picket line. 
We had various speakers, leading party speakers, to explain various 
positions of the party to us. We discussed how to work in various 
other organizations we happened to be working in. We were able to 
arrange through the party to get speakers down from front organiza- 
tions. We distributed within the party various party publications. 
There was a New York State Educational Bulletin distributed. There 
was a New York State Legislative Bulletin, I believe. I don’t recall 
how often it was distributed. I will turn some copies over to the 
committee for examination. There were various party bulletins on 
various questions. 

We received Political Affairs, that is the theoretical organ of the 
party, at our party branches. It can also, of course, be obtained at 
various party bookshops. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have various directives to infiltrate various or- 
ganizations and unions and clubs? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What were those directives? 
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Mr. Romerstern. We discussed how to work in various organiza- 
tions. For example, we had people being sent down to the Jewish 
War Veterans in the community who were instructed to work within 
it. We, of course, discussed questions of activities within other Com- 
munist fronts, such as the International Workers Order, which some 
of our members belonged to. We got people into various neighbor- 
hood communities. When neighborhood committees were organized 
we made sure to have people down. 

Also there was the “East New York Needs a Library Committee.” 
It was a local affair of no significance but we made a point of having 
party people go down to the thing and other things such as that, too. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly tell us what precipitated your break 
with the party or your expulsion from the party ? 

Mr. Romersrery. I had begun having my doubts about the cor- 
rectness of the party line. 

Senator O’Conor. That was in May 1949? 

Mr. Romerstern. That was when I was expelled, yes. It was early 
1949 that I began feeling that there were some things wrong with 
the party. The first thing I suppose was the dissolution of the 
American Youth for Democracy. It was a peculiar organizational 
question. Of course they intended to dissolve the American Youth 
for Democracy and organize the Labor Youth League. To change 
the name of the organization would necessitate having the member- 
ship discuss the organization’s program and elect its own officers. 
It made it much easier to dissolve one and wait a few months to set 
up the other. I felt it was undemocratic and incorrect and people 
would be lost as a result of it. This was the first question I raised 
and then others began coming up. 

I disagreed on the trade-union question. I felt duplicity was not 
the role of the party; it should tell the working class the truth. 
The party had its leading people write anti-Communist resolutions 
for the CIO convention in 1946 and vote for things in the CIO they 
didn’t believe in, the support of the Marshall plan, for example. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Romersretn. For the purpose of evading expulsion. The idea 
was that they would compromise principles. provided they were 
allowed to retain high-paying jobs in the CIO. In addition, the 
trial of the 12 Communist leaders was coming up. I felt that the 
party believed in force and violence. The only way to have a revo- 
lution in America would be to have a violent revolution. 

Mr. Arens. You had been taught that in the party ? 

Mr. Romerstrein. To my knowledge there was never any discus- 
sion in the party of the question until the case came up. The basic 
Marxist documents we studied in the party made no bones about it. 
There was no question in reading Lenin’s State of Revolution about 
violent revolution. It says it 1s impossible to have a revolution 
without violence. 

Mr. ARENs. haa you proceed on the proposition of your expulsion 
from the party? 

Mr. Romerstern. I began raising these questions not even in my 
branch and certainly not in the front organization I was working in. 
I took this up with this gentleman Hyman Meyers, active in the 
Young Progressives and a member of the Kings County Youth Com- 
mission of the Communist Party. I stated that I had doubts about 
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what they were doing. Instead of discussing the question with me, 
’ he simply advised my expulsion. First, the Brownsville Youth 
Section of the party expelled me and then my branch of the party 
] expelled me. That is about all there was to it. 


I would like to show the committee a letter that I had written 
to Carl Bedro, at that time Kings County chairman of the Com- 
munist Party requesting readmission into the party. It was a regis- 
tered letter. It was never delivered. He refused to accept the letter. 
I have the letter back. 


] Mr. Arens. What is the status of party activity at the present time? 
Mr. Romerstern. The party is pretty much underground. As I 
' indicated before, they are doing their work in these little cells which 


operate by themselves with coordination on a higher level. The party 
membership is supposed to work with front or ganizations primarily. 
J If you cannot come out as a Communist, you come out as a Progres- 
sive or as a member of some front organization. As a matter of ‘fact, 
Gus Hall’s speech recently told the party membership there must be 
] a minimum of party people doing party work. Most of the party 
people should be working in mass organizations. This was a good 


t camouflage. You are doing exactly the same thing anyway but you 
J are operating under another title. You are still under orders of the 
} party. 
] Mr. Arens. Mr. Romerstein, on the basis of your background and 
experience in the party can you express yourself with respect to the 
é reason why the Communists are able to sell their program? 
: Mr. Romerstern. There are probably about as many reasons that 
people join the party as there are party members, but there are certain 
] basic reasons why people do join. 
f The party presents a program that at first glance was good. For 
one thing, the American people, most of them at any rate, have no 
central philosophy, react in a very eclectic way, we solve one problem 
: at a time. Marxism does not attempt to solve one problem at a time 
‘ but all at once. It says, “You will have no problems at all, you will 
t have socialism; we will take care of all your problems.” This is a 
universal and appealing thing. In addition, they will get in on 
: everything that looks good. If there is an organization fighting for 
a specific thing and they think it would appeal to the American 
: people, why they just proceed to get into it. 
3 Mr. Arens. Do they actually have a bona fide objective of accom- 
| plishing the purpose which is given to the people as window dressing 
J or do they have a nefarious purpose behind it all ? 
Mr. Romerstern. I don’t think they have a good purpose. I think 
] the party, as you said, uses window dressing. 
For example, the party claims to defend Negro rights. I don’t 
‘ think the party would want the Negro people at ; the present time to 


have the rights that the party claims it wants. To do so would be 
to rob the ps arty of one of its most important sources of getting people 
t into the party. 

I don’t think the party at the present time wants better housing or 
higher pay or any of the other things that it claims. I think that it 
¢ wants more misery, the more misery there is the better off the party is. 
? I think the party makes ridiculous demands in certain fields so they 

can create more and more antagonism. 
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Mr. Arens. What is the attitude of the party toward the so-called 
McCarran Act ? 

Mr. Romersrern. They dislike the McCarran Act very much. As 
you have seen, they have done everything in their power to disrupt 
proceedings under the McCarran Act. 

Mr. Arens. What have they done to disrupt proceedings ? 

Mr. Romerstern. They are consistently attempting to bring it into 
court. They currently are attempting to set up a court case if I re- 
member correctly, to take away the powers of the Subversive Activi- 
ties Control Board. The party has said that if necessary they will 
bring this into the courts for years. They do not intend to register 
under the McCarran Act. 

Mr. Arens. From where is the pose’ money coming ? 

Mr. Romersrery. A good deal of it is coming from the United 
States. I don’t think very much of it is otained from abroad. When 
a party book is printed, for example, there is no question of its sala- 
bility. ‘The party members are supposed to buy it and there is always 
a good profit on the sale. 

They have a few angels in the United States who are always kicking 
in money for the party. They are constantly runing drives for funds. 

There is an additional factor I believe that money does comes in 
from abroad to some extent. It is my knowledge that books are sent 
in from the Soviet Union, printed in the Soviet Union, with the im- 
print of the international publisher, the American Communist Pub- 
lishing House. These books are sold by the party. I don’t believe 
Moscow gets money back for it. This is a direct contribution by 
Moscow. 

Mr. Arens. What is the relation between the party and Amtorg? 

Mr. Romersrern. | have had no personal knowledge. 

Mr. Arens. What is the relationship between the local party, of 
the United States, and the consulates and embassies behind the iron 
curtain ¢ 

Mr. Romersre1n. I know of no direct contact between them. 

Mr. Arens. You have no information on that ? 

Mr. Romerstein. No information on direct contact. 

Mr. Arens. What is the party’s attitude on immigration, unlimited 
Immigration. 

Mr. Romersretn. They are in favor of immigration, unlimited im- 
migration. 

Mr. Arens. Why ? 

Mr. Romerstein. I think it is a good drawing card in certain com- 
munities. I don’t think they are sincerely interested in the people 
they want to bring in here. 

Mr. Arens. Now, may I invite your attention to the World Student 
News. Do you have information respecting the simultaneous publi- 
cation of articles in the World Student News and in other known Com- 
munist publications ¢ 

Mr. Romerstern. They will carry the same type of material. I 
don’t know what you mean by “simultaneous publication of articles. 
When the World Appeal, the Stockholm pledge, came out why they 
all published the Stockholm pledge, World Students, World Youth, 
published by the World Federation of Democratic Youth, ete. 

I think the important thing in World Student News was the con- 
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ference of the International Union of Students. I would like to show 
this to the committee. 
Mr. Arens. Is that the conference which bitterly opposed the United 
I States as an aggressor nation ? 
Mr. Romersrern. Yes. 
Mr. Arens. Will you tell us about that please? 
Mr. Romerstern. This summer in Prague, Czechoslovakia, there 
was held a World Youth Congress sponsored by the International 
] Union of Students. Their official publication which usually comes 
out in magazine form, World Student News, at this point come out 
in newspaper form. They brought out six issues of it in commemora- 


1 . . \ : : 
tion of the Congress and these issues were supposed to be given to dele- 
gates. They were viciously anti-American and condemned the United 
; States as the aggressor in Korea. 


I would like to show the particular articles doing that to the com- 
mittee. For example, here is an article entitled “Death to the Amer- 
} ican Invaders,” the speech of Lt. Col. Kan Puk. As I said, it is 
viciously anti-American. There were American delegates to this con- 
ference and they did nothing about it. They voted in favor of the 


anti-American resolution adopted at this conference. 

] Mr. Arens. Do you have the names? 

; Mr. Romerstern. Some of the names of the delegates are included 
] in here. I will turn these over to the committee for the purpose of ex- 
; tracting these names. 

I In one of these issues it is stated that a meeting was held between 


American and Korean delegates. They came to the conclusion that 
} the war should end in Korea. The leader of the Korean delegation 
makes a speech, “Death to the American Invaders,” and they are 
very friendly to these people. 
Mr. Arens. You are st HI a young man who has not yet reached his 
majority. Are you thoroughly disillusioned with communism ? 


s 

I Mr. RomersTern. Quite thoroughly. | , 

{ Mr. Arens. Do you have any suggestions to make which would go 
; into this record which perhaps some day will be published in the 
; nature of an observation or warning to the other young people of this 


Nation with respect to communism and Communist-front organiza- 
tions? 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes, I have. I feel that they ought to tell the 
young people of America that they have something good here. They 

ave 12 years of free schooling and probably a lot more if they wish 
it. Itis pretty easy to goto college in the United States, comparatively 
] easy. While certainly America has its defects, it is the best thing in 
the world today. 

In exchange for that, the Communists would give us a very vicious 
system, a system where you couldn’t open your mouth, a system where 
in the Soviet Union today, for example, they are given 7 years of 
{ tree schooling and must pay heavily for the rest of their schooling. 
r I think if the American young people would realize what they are 
exchanging, they would readily come to the conclusion that commu- 
nism is wrong. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any observation to make with respect to 
alerting the young people of America to the false nature of these 
Communist organizations and how to identify a Communist-front 
organization ¢ 
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Mr. Romersrein. I think a young person can identify a Communist- 
front organization by the mere attendance at one meeting. They will 
discover there is a consistent following of the party line. 

Mr. Arens. How is he going to know the party line? 

Senator O’Conor. That is the very point, Mr. Romerstein. You, 
of course, were induced to attend and to join up because you had a 
feeling that there ought to be some improvement in the social order or 
that the economic position might be in need of some improvement. 
You thought that might be the way to achieve it. Of course, you have 
concluded after seeing both sides of it that ours is the preferable sys- 
tem by far, but how can the youth of today in the high school or col- 
lege detect what is this false lure or this snare or delusion that is 
presented in a very sugar-coated way, as you yourself described it 
earlier ? 

Mr. Romerstern. I think it is necessary—it is a big problem—I 
do think it is necessary that some place or other there be developed a 
clearinghouse for information on Communist activities, that there be 
set up, for example, a youth organization dedicated to the fight against 
communism which can provide young people with information as to 
what communism is. 

I believe that there is a tremendous job for the school teachers ‘to 
show their classes what communism is. While the average student 
probably will not take the trouble to write his Congressman to obtain 
material on the Communist question, certainly the teacher should take 
that trouble and should present this material to the students and their 
classes. 

Senator Jenner. Do you not believe if the school teacher taught 
more Americanism it might have a great deal to do with it, the funda- 
mentals of Americanism, what kind of system we have, and compare 
it to the other systems of the world and indoctrinate our people in 
Americanism early ? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes. On the basis of comparison, I think that 
when you are given just what America is, after a while you begin 
to take it for granted. It is necessary to compare it with what you 
are going to get if you didn’t have this system. 

Senator JenNER. What about the home and the church? What role 
can they play, if any, in this? 

Mr. Romersretn. Once again they, too, have an educational job of 
comparing what they can give young people to what the Communists 
would give young people. Of course, the Communists make every 
effort to get young people away from both the home and the church 
and it is necessary for the home and the church, if they wish to win 
this battle, to conduct themselves in the way the Communists do, to 
educate their people on what their philosophy is. 

Senator Jenner. In your association as a Communist Party mem- 
ber and a member of the various youth organizations you described 
in your testimony did you get any indoctrination along the lines of 
the churches; in other words, did you get into atheism? 

Mr. Romerstretn. Yes, sir. Atheism is one of the basic party 
doctrines. 

Senator Jenner. How about the morals of the youth? Has any of 
that crept into these youth organizations? 

Mr. Romerstern. The party concept of morality is this: If it is 
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for the benefit of the party, then it is moral. If it is opposed to the 
needs of the party, then it is immoral. 

Senator Jenner. In your particular case where your father and 
mother objected to your taking part in the Communist Party and 
these front organizations and youth organizations, did the Commu- 
nist organizations try to keep you separated from your home, tell you 
that your parents were wrong and that you were right? Did you 
get any of that ? 

Mr. Romerstrern. Certainly, definitely, and my feeling and the feel- 
ing of the Communists I knew was that I was correct and my parents 
were wrong. As I said, we had quite a few fights in the house about 
the question. I always came away feeling that I was right and my 
parents did not know what they were talking about. 

Mr. Arens. What is it that the Communist Party most fears from 
the standpoint of its own well-being and its own objectives? 

Mr. Romersrern. They have a number of fears. They are afraid, 
for example, at the present time that it is going to be put out of 
business. 

Mr. Arens. What do you mean by that ? 

Mr. Romersrern. The effect of the McCarran Act will be to force 
the Communist Party to register its members, which would imme- 
diately make them ineffective and that is front organizations would 
also become ineffective. 

Senator O’Conor. Do you feel that exposure of the party and 
of its membership and of its activities would be objectionable to 
them and would in the end not only acquaint the American people 
with the real truth of it but would enlighten those who are valle 
in a receptive mood to see the fallacy of their doctrines, that exposure 
is a good thing! 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes, very definitely. I think the party feels that 
if its membership lists were revealed, it would make it impossible for 
these people to work in front organizations, it would make it im- 
possible for these people to appear to be non-Communists, good 
Americans, and get into places where they would like to be so they 
could help the party. I think the party has one of its biggest worries 
in this question of registration. 

Senator Jenner. Where do they put most of their emphasis on 
the recruiting angle: the poorer classes of people, all classes of people, 
colored people? Where do they put their own strength ¢ 

Mr. Romerstern. In the party’s development they talk in terms of 
recruiting the working class. ‘The party today is composed mainly of 
people who are not what the party calls working classes, small-business 
men and soon. The party’s recruiting now is once again toward in- 
dustrial workers. They would like to have industrial workers in the 
Communist Party. They want young people to enter the Communist 
Party. They want Negroes to enter the Communist Party. 

In addition, they are interested in women at the present time be- 
cause of the possibility of getting them into an antiwar mood, If 
they can get a sufficient number of women within the party who can 
carry out the party line and talk in terms of “We don’t want our sons 
to fight on foreign soil,” and so on, then the party can be effective. 

These are the basic points of concentration of the party. 

Mr. Arens. Now, you indicated here a moment ago that the party 
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would not want its membership revealed. Is there any place where 
there is a list of the members of the party 

Mr. Romerstern. I believe there is. My own branch had a list 
of the members of the branch. 

Mr. Arens. They do not issue cards any more; do they ? 

Mr. Romersrrin. No. The 1948 card was the last one. I was in 
it in 1949 and we were issued no cards. 

Mr. Arens. Now just this question, if you please. What other 
sources of information would you suggest to the committee based on 
your experience in the party ¢ 

Mr. Romerstetn. Both on the basis of experience in the Communist 
Party and experience in Counterattack, the Daily Worker is an in- 
valuable source of material. Just by reading through the Daily 
Worker we find quite a few party members, identification of party 
officers, the identification of front people, the identification of people 
who sponsor the front organizations. 

Mr. Arens. The real powers of the party are underground ¢ 

Mr. Romersretn. Most of the party is underground at the present 
time. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have the names of other persons in situations 
similar to yours who have been disillusioned and who have informa- 
tion about the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romersrern. I believe there are other people around. I would 
like to have a chance to talk to them first before I give their names to 
the committee. There are some people who I think would be willing 
to help the committee in this thing. 

Mr. Arens. Have you received any threats, any indications of 
reprisals since you were expelled from the party ¢ 

Mr. Romersrein. No sir, I have received nothing of that kind. 

There is a request I would like to make to the committee. I told 

Mr. Connors I have two purposes in being here; one, to give the ma- 
terial to this committee, and there is some material I would like the 
committee to enter into the record, any printed records that would 
come out. There are some basic original source documents of the 
Young Communists League and of the Young Communist Interna- 
tional that I would like to have entered into the record, if I may. I 
will give them to Mr. Connors as such. 

Senator O’Conor. Are you convinced from your close association 
with the Communist Party that it is a continuing threat against the 
security of the United States and that its members, those who pledge 
allegiance to and are faithful members of the Communist Party, are 
opposed to America and would in the event of any conflict with Soviet 
Russia take sides against this country and work for its destruction / 

Mr. Romersrern. I very definitely believe that. I would like to 
explain that answer to the committee. 

I have no grievances against some small radical organization of a 
couple of thousand people who want to spout a revolutionary phi- 
losophy. But that is not the nature of the Communist Party. The 
Communist Party is an agent of the Soviet Union. It acts in the 
interest of the Soviet Union and not even in the interest of its own 
little group. As such, in case of war with Soviet Russia, I think it 
would certainly take the side of the Soviet Union and do everything it 
could to sabotage our war effort. 
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Senator O’Conor. Are you convinced from your close observations 
that the Communist Party is not a political party in the ordinary 
sense of the word, but is committed to objectives which are different 
from that of one or the other of the political parties and that its main 
purpose is in another channel entirely ¢ 

Mr. Romerstern. It definitely is not a political party. It is a section 
of a world conspiracy. It certainly has not even the remotest resem- 
blance toa political party. 

Senator JENNER. From your association with the Communist Party 
and the knowledge you received by being a member of that party, is it 
your belief that the Communists have infiltrated the schools, high 
schools and colleges of this country, the churches, the labor organiza- 
tions, the farm organizations, the Government, and all facets of our 
society ¢ 

Mr. Romerstern. Very definitely, sir. I will turn over to Mr. 
Connors of the committee copies of documents documenting that, the 
infiltration of Communists into the school system, the infiltration of 
Communists into the trade-unions, and the purpose that the Com- 
munists have in going into these organizations. Certainly when we 
see the current group of religious leaders who are supporting the 
Committee for Peaceful Alternatives we can easily see that the Com- 
munist Party has entered into the field of religion, although they 
themselves do not believe in it. 

Senator O’Conor. Mr. Romerstein, we would like to make it clear, 
so that you will understand, I am sure, that the subpena previously 
served on you will remain outstanding and that you will therefore be 
under continuing subpena from the committee, available to it when- 
ever requested. 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes,sir. Thank you sir. 

Senator O’Conor. We will recess. 

(Whereupon, at 12:45 p. m., the hearing recessed subject to the 

eall of the chairman.) 





SOARS Webi Nas OT 1 RRA Die SERN DOR i hE AR IEE BA AE IRS EAE whe A A 





COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH 
ORGANIZATIONS 


TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 1951 


Un trep Srates SENATE, 
SuscoMMITrEE To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE INTERNAL Securiry Act AND OrHer INTERNAL 
Securiry Laws or Truk COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met at 10 a. m., pursuant to call, in room 155, 
Senate Office Building, Hon. William E. Jenner presiding. 

Present: Senator Jenner. 

Also present: Donald D. Connors and Mitchel M. Carter, investi- 
gators. 

Senator Jenner. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Romerstein, will you raise your right hand, please? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
before this subcommittee of the Committee on the Judici lary of “the 
United States Senate will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Romerste1n. Yes, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF HERBERT ROMERSTEIN, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Mr. Connors. Mr. Romerstein, you have previously testified be- 
fore this committee ? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. And you have additional testimony which you 
wish to add at this time? 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. You are here in response to a subpena, is that correct ? 

Mr. Romerstern. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. Will you continue, then, at your own pace, to develop 
7 arlier testimony ? 

Mr. Romerstetn. In my previous testimony, I indicated that the 
Communist front organization utilized what they called fact sheets. 
These were modeled after the Army fact sheets used during the war. 
The purpose was to acquaint the members or the leaders of the front 
organizations with the arguments to use in specific cases. 

In these fact sheets they usually gave sources for the purpose of 
getting other information. 

I would like to introduce to the committee some of these fact sheets 
to indicate the type of sources that were used by the American Youth 
for Democracy and the Young Progressives of America. 

Here is a fact sheet entitled “Club Leaders Popular Activities Bulle- 
tin,” published by the American Youths for Democracy Information 
Bureau. 


43 





44 COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


Mr. Connors. What is the date of that fact sheet, Mr. Romerstein? 

Mr. Romersrein. It is dated March, and I don't know the year. 
1 think it is 1948. A number of different campaigns were undertaken 
at that time, and one of them was to have the popularization of 
brotherhood. 

They gave their people a list of organizations and speakers to 
contact. “Among the speakers on the Jew ish question is Aaron Kramer. 
Aaron Kramer could be obtained from the New York State Speakers 
Bureau of the American Youths for Democracy. 

Kramer has written poetry for numerous Communist Party publi- 

cations, including the Daily Worker, Masses and Main Stream, and 

so on. Others on the Jewish question were the School of Jewish 
Studies, which is a Marxist school in New York City, and has now 
been amalgamated with the Jefferson School of Social Science; an- 
other is the International Workers Order, JPFO. 

Mr. Connors. What do those initials stand for? 

Mr. Romersretn. They stand for Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order, 
which is a section of the International Workers Order. 

Mr. Connors. And has the International Workers Order been cited 
as a subversive organization ? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes, the International Workers Order has been 
cited. The individual to contact at the TWO is Ernie Rhymer. 

Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Ernie Rhymer ? 

Mr. Romerstrern. No, I am not. 

On the Jewish question, they were instructed to obtain a special 
supplement to the International Workers Order publication Fra- 
ternal Outlook on the Negro question, and to get in touch with the 
Carver School, which I believe was an appendix of the Jefferson 
School. To obtain speakers, they were told to call the AYD Speakers 
Bureau, and to ask for Flo Gilbert. They were told to use the poetry 
of people such as Langston Hughes and Richard Wright. 

On the question of World Youth, they were told to get in touch 
with the Atlantic American Youth Committee, the National Council 
of American-Soviet Friendship, and they were told that for speakers 
on Latin America, they were supposed to call AL—4-7733, a New 
York telephone number. 

Mr. Connors. What was that telephone number? 

Mr. Romerstern. I don’t know. 

For speakers on China, they were supposed to contact an organi- 
zation. and this is a little difficult to read, Lui Ling Moo, and I can't 
read the telephone number. One is given there, however. 

Mr. Connors. Is that a person ? 

Mr. Romersrern. I believe that is an organization, I am not quite 
sure. 

For poetry and world youth, they were told to contact Bob Nemiroff, 
at CH-2-3875, a New York telephone number. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have any knowledge concerning Bob Nemi- 
roff ? 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes. I have seen Bob Nemiroff at Communist 
Party meetings. 

Mr. Connors. And you here and now identify him as one who was 
present at Communist Party meetings? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes. 
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A number of moving pictures are listed for the members of Ameri- 
can Youths for Democracy to see. They are: Body and Soul, Shoe- 
shine, My Father’s House, Crossfire, Ope n City, The Secret Life of 
Walter Mitty, Monsieur Verdeaux, and The Pearl. 

Mr. Connors. What was the significance of those moving pictures 
as they appear there? 

Mr. Romerstein. Some of them, I believe, follow the Communist 
Party line. 

Mr. Connors. At any rate, they are pictures which the AYD wishes 
its members to see? 

Mr. Romersrein. Yes. And I believe, Monsier Verdeaux, after re- 
ceiving no support from the public, was withdrawn. 

Some of these other pictures put forward the racial and religious 
tolerance feeling which is not only supported by Communists but 
many locals as well, or that the Communists use as one of their lines. 

There are a number of people who are available, according to this, 
to teach square dancing, and an affair is being organized for a dramatic 
skit, which this bulletin says is starring Ernie Lieberman and Freddie 
Hellerman. Hellerman is a member of the popular singing team, 
The Weavers. In addition, Hellerman was listed as an instructor at 
a guitar class for American Youths for Democracy. 

Members who wish to join an American Youths for Democracy 
dramatic group are told to contact Bernice Diskin, 122 Fennimore 
Street, Brooklyn. 

Mr. Connors. You are acquainted with Bernice Diskin, are you not? 

Mr. Romersretn. I am not sure. If I remember correctly, she is the 
wife of Lou Diskin, who is the New York State director of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Other sources of material listed in this bulletin include some respec- 
table organizations which are used for camouflage. Basically, the 
members of American Youth for Democracy are being told to get in 
touch with these fronts and these pro-Communists who are listed here. 

Another bulletin or fact sheet here is called Presenting April Club 
Program. 

Mr. Connors. Who publishes that bulletin to which you refer? 

Mr. Romerstern. This was published by American Youth for De- 
mocracy in April of 1948. Once again, a number of organizations 
and people are listed as sources of material. The Progressive Citizens 
of America is listed as a source for speakers. The members are told 
to obtain copies of a pamphlet by Leo Cooper on the draft. Leo 
Cooper wrote this snianialss for New Century Publishers, the Com- 
munist Party publishing house. 

On the question of May Day and preparation for May Day, a 
number of pieces of material are listed for the use of American Youth 
for Democracy members. There is a May Day a by Joseph 
North, who is a writer for Daily Worker; a book entitled “The 
Truth About Unions” by Leo Huberman; and the “History of the 
Labor Movement” by Philip S. Foner. 

es may be obtained from the United May Day Committee 
of 13 Astor Place. Once again, there is material on the Jewish ques- 
aa and you are told to contact the School on Jewish Studies and 
Aaron Kramer 

For material on the Jewish question, you are given a skit entitled 
“The Battle of the Warsaw Ghetto,” by Howard Fast. 
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Mr. Connors. What is the date of that fact sheet, Mr. Romerstein ? 

Mr. Romerstern. It is dated March, and I don’t know the year. 
1 think it is 1948. A number of different campaigns were undertaken 
at that time, and one of them was to have the popularization of 
brotherhood. 

They gave their people a list of organizations and speakers to 
contact. Among the speakers on the Jew ish question is Aaron Kramer. 
Aaron Kramer could be obtained from the New York State Speakers 
Bureau of the American Youths for Democracy. 

Kramer has written poetry for numerous Communist Party publi- 

cations, including the Daily Worker, Masses and Main Stream, and 

so on. Others on the Jewish question were the School of Jewish 
Studies, which is a Marxist school in New York City, and has now 
been amalgamated with the Jefferson School of Social Science; an- 
other is the International Workers Order, JPFO. 

Mr. Connors. What do those initials stand for? 

Mr. Romersrern. They stand for Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order, 
which is a section of the International Workers Order. 

Mr. Connors. And has the International Workers Order been cited 
as a subversive organization ¢ 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes, the International Workers Order has been 
cited. The individual to contact at the TWO is Ernie Rhymer. 

Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Ernie Rhymer? 

Mr. Romerstern. No, I am not. 

On the Jewish question, they were instructed to obtain a special 
supplement to the International Workers Order publication Fra- 
ternal Outlook on the Negro question, and to get in touch with the 
Carver School, which I believe was an appendix of the Jefferson 
School. To obtain speakers, they were told to call the AYD Speakers 
Bureau, and to ask for Flo Gilbert. They were told to use the poetry 
of people such as Langston Hughes and Richard Wright. 

On the question of World Youth, they were told to get in touch 
with the Atlantic American Youth Committee, the National Council 
of American-Soviet Friendship, and they were told that sae speakers 
on Latin America, they were supposed to call AL-4-7733, a New 
York telephone number. 

Mr. Connors. What was that telephone number? 

Mr. Romersrein. I don’t know. 

For speakers on China, they were supposed to contact an organi- 

zation, and this is a little difficult to read, Lui Ling Moo, and I can’t 
aa the telephone number. One is given there, however. 

Mr. Connors. Is that a person ¢ 

Mr. Romersrern. I believe that is an organization, I am not quite 
sure. 

For poetry and world youth, they were told to contact Bob Nemiroff, 
at CH-2-3875, a New York telephone number. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have any knowledge concerning Bob Nemi- 
roff ? 

Mr. Romersretn. Yes. I have seen Bob Nemiroff at Communist 
Party meetings. 

Mr. Connors. And you here and now identify him as one who was 
present at Communist Party meetings? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes. 
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A number of moving pictures are listed for the members of Ameri- 

‘an Youths for Democrac y to see. They are: Body and Soul, Shoe- 

hind, My Father’s House, Crossfire, Open City, The Secret Life of 
Walter Mitty, Monsieur Verdeaux, and The Pearl. 

Mr. Connors. What was the significance of those moving pictures 
as they appear there? 

Mr. Romerstrin. Some of them, I-believe, follow the Communist 
Party line. 

Mr. Connors. At any rate, they are pictures which the AY D wishes 
its members to see ? 

Mr. Romerstein. Yes. And I believe, Monsier Verdeaux, after re- 
ceiving no support from the public, was withdrawn. 

Some of these other pictures put forward the racial and religious 
tolerance feeling which is not only supported by Communists but 
many locals as well, or that the Communists use as one of their lines. 

There are a number of people who are available, according to this, 
to teach square dancing, and an affair is being organized for a dram: rtie 
skit, which this bulletin says is starring Ernie Lieberman and Freddie 
Hellerman. Hellerman is a member of the popular singing team, 
The Weavers. In addition, Hellerman was listed as an instructor at 
a guitar class for American Youths for Democracy. 

Members who wish to join an American Youths for Democracy 
dramatic group are told to contact Bernice Diskin, 122 Fennimore 
Street, Brooklyn. 

Mr. Connors. You are acquainted with Bernice Diskin, are you not? 

Mr. Romerstern. I am not sure. If I remember correctly, she is the 
wife of Lou Diskin, who is the New York State director of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Other sources of material listed in this bulletin include some respec- 
table organizations which are used for camouflage. Basically, the 
members of American Youth for Democracy are being told to get in 
touch with these fronts and these pro-Communists who are listed here. 

Another bulletin or fact sheet here is called Presenting April Club 
Program. 

Mr. Connors. Who publishes that bulletin to which you refer? 

Mr. Romerstern. This was published by American Youth for De- 
mocracy in April of 1948. Once again, a number of organizations 
and people are listed as sources of material. The Progressive Citizens 
of America is listed as a source for speakers. The members are told 
to obtain copies of a pamphlet by Leo Cooper on the draft. Leo 
Cooper wrote this snaps for New Century Publishers, the Com- 
munist Party publishing house. 

On the question of May Day and preparation for May Day, a 
number of pieces of material are listed for the use of American Youth 
for Democracy members. ‘There is a May Day pamphlet by Jose ph 
North, who is a writer for Daily Worker; a book entitled “The 
Truth About Unions” by Leo Huberman; and the “History of the 
Labor Movement” by Philip S. Foner. 

Speakers may be obtained from the United May Day Committee 
of 13 Astor Place. Once again, there is material on the Jewish ques- 
tion, and you are told to contact the School on Jewish Studies and 
Aaron Kramer. 

For material on the Jewish question, you are given a skit entitled 
“The Battle of the Warsaw Ghetto,” by Howard Fast. 
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Once again, there is a list of movies to see: Gentlemen’s Agree- 
ment, Body and Soul, the Senator Was Indiscreet, Monsieur Ver- 
deaux, My Father’s House, Naked City, Shoe-shine, Open City, 
Paisan, Spring, which is listed as a Soviet musical, Farrebique, and 
The Treasure of Sierra Madre. 

A listing of meetings to attend is in this as well. On April 3, there 
se a New York Wallace Conference that people are asked to at- 
tend. 

Mr. Connors. That is April 3 of what year? 

Mr. Romerstern. Of 1948. On April 11, a New York Conference 
Against Universal Military Training. On April 15, the National 
Pilgrimage protesting. the recognition of Palestine in Washington, 
D. C.; on April 9 to 12, a National Students for Wallace Conference 
in Chicago; and on May 1, the members are asked to attend the May 
Day parade. 

A note at the bottom indicates that the conference for April 11 will 
be held at the Henry Street Playhouse, 446 Grand Street, New York 
City, Sunday, April 11, and sponsored by the New York Youth 
Council and the National Youth Assembly Against UMT. UMT 
stands for Universal Military Training. 

Another document is The Calendar of Important Events for April 
1948, American Youth for Democracy, and gives the following 
sources of material and the speakers: 

National Students for Wallace, 36 Park Avenue, the American 
Labor Party, and they are asked to contact the local club for the 
American Labor Party; the National Youth Assembly Against Uni- 
versal Military Training, 144 Bleecker Street; the New York Youth 
Council at the same address, and La Protestant, a magazine, at 521 
Fifth Avenue, New York City; the New York City ClO Council at 
1133 Broadway; the May Day Committee at 13 Astor Place, New 
York, N. Y.; the Council on African Affairs, 23 West Twenty-sixth 
Street, New York City; Jewish Life, 35 East Twelfth Street-—Jew- 
ish Life is published by the Morning Freiheit Association, which is 
the official Communist paper in the Yiddish language; the School 
of Jewish Studies, 13 Astor Place; the George Washington Carver 
School at 57 West One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Street; and the Civil 
Rights Congress, 205 East Forty-second Street. The Civil Rights 
Congress has been cited as a Communist front as well as the School 
of Jewish Studies, the Morning Freiheit Association, the Council on 
African Affairs, and others listed here. 

Other sources of material listed in this bulletin are Stage for Ac- 
tion, 130 West Forty-second Street, New York City. 

Mr. Connors. Do you identify these organizations and publications 
which you have mentioned as Communist front or as sympathetic to 
the Communist Party, Mr. Romerstein ? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes. All those that are listed here are sympa- 
thetic to the Communist Party or are Communist fronts. 

Mr. Connors. And the Communist Party and Communist Party 
fronts can count on them for aid and comfort and assistance, is that 
correct ? , 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes, that is the basis of this bulletin, to tell the 
officers of the local AYD clubs which Communist fronts they can get 
material from. 


I have a copy here of the publication Pop Topics of March 1948, 


published by the New York State American Youth for Democracy. 
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In it is a list of periodicals, which are printed for the OS RE 
of members of the American Youth for Democracy or which can be 
used for the information of members of the American Youth for 
Democracy: the Morning Freiheit, daily newspaper; Jewish Life, a 
monthly magazine, 35 East Twelfth Street, New York City; and the 
Jewish Fraternalist, WO, 80 Fifth Avenue. 

Also listed here is the American Jewish Congress weekly, which is 
not a Communist front. 

On the question of Greece, in my testimony, I indicated that I had 
gotten material from the American Committee for a Democratic 
Greece. I have here a document entitled “AYD Fights for American 
Youth by Defending EPON.” 

Mr. Connors. What is the date of that document you have in your 
hand ? 

Mr. Romersrern. I am unable to determine the date from it. I be- 
lieve it was some time in 1948, 

The organization EPON is the Greek Communist Youth Movement, 
and the occasion for that bulletin was that the Greek Government had 
outlawed its existence. 

Mr. Connors. That is, the existence of the Greek Communist Youth 
Movement ? 

Mr. Romerstern. That is right. The American Youth for Democ- 
racy was protesting this. 

In this bulletin is included a list of the various State offices and 
officers of the American Council for a Democratic Greece. 

Mr. Connors. Now you have other information, Mr. Romerstein, 
which may be of interest to this committee ? 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes. This is a document merely titled “Litera- 
ture,” and it was issued to the members of the American Youth for 
Democracy, and tells them where they may obtain literature, and what 
literature to obtain. 

Among the places listed here are the Jefferson School and Bookshop, 
570 Avenue of the Americas, New York City; the Workers Book. 
shop, at 50 East Thirteenth Street, New York City; the School of 
Jewish Studies, 13 Astor Place, New York City; Jewish People’s 
Fraternal Order, 80 Fifth Avenue, New York City ; Council on African 
Affairs, 23 West Twenty-sixth Street; the Jewish Welfare Board, 145 
East Thirty-second Street, which I do not believe is a Communist 
front; the Morning Freiheit, 50 East Thirteenth Street; the Schoen- 
berg Collection, Harlan Library, 130 Fifth Street and Fifth Avenue, 
which is not a front; the American Youth for Democracy, 1151 Broad- 
way, New York City, Murray Hill 9-6475; American Youth for a Free 
World, 144 Bleecker Street, New York C ity; Youth Division, YDFO 
of the IWO, 80 Fifth Avenue, New York City; National Council 
of American Soviet Friendship, 114 East Thirty-second Street, New 
York City; American-Russian Institute, 58 Park Avenue near Thirty- 
eighth Street; Soviet Russia Today, that is a publication, at 114 East 
Thirty-second Street, New York City—the name of this has now been 
changed to New World Review. The editor is Jessica Smith, the wife 
of John Abt—the American-Russian Cultural Institute, 500 West 
Fifty-seventh Street, New York City; and the Committee for Demo- 
cratic Foreign Policy. 

On the subject of Latin America, they were told to contact Jesus 
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Celon at the Hispanic American Society, IWO, 80 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. 

This individual was listed by William Z. Foster as one who gave 
him help in preparing his book, The Outlined Political History of 
the Americas. William Z. Foster is the national chairman of the 
Communist Party. 

They were told to contact Cassa Garibaldi, 163 Bleecker Street, 
New York ¢ ‘ity, and the National Committee for Wallace for Pr eai- 
dent, 13 Park Avenue, New York City. 

Mr. Connors. Who or what is Cassa Garibaldi? 

Mr. Romerstern. I don’t know. I believe it is a restaurant. 

Listed here are newspapers with a Progressive viewpoint: CIO 
News Weekly, New Republic, union newspapers, A YD Spotlight, The 
New Student, World Youth Magazine, Masses and Mainstream, Soviet 
Russia Today. 

On the Soviet Union, the books you were supposed to read are: 
Soviet Democracy, by Harry F. Ward, and the Dean of Canterbury’s 
books. 

we are: Embassy’s Bulletin, which apparently refers to the 
U.S. S. R. Embassy Bulletin; the Guide to the Soviet Union; Report 
of C IO Delegation to the Soviet Union from WFTU. WFTU stands 
for World Federation of Trade Unions. 

Mr. Connors. What is the approximate date of that document from 
which you have just read, Mr. Romerstein ¢ 

Mr. Romersrern. I believe this is once again some time in 1948. 

Mr. Connors. How did that document come into your possession ? 

Mr. Romerstern. That was given to me at an American Youth 
for Democracy meeting, in which we discussed educational literature. 
I don’t remember the exact date of the meeting, however. 

Mr. Connors. And did the rest of the documents to which you have 
previously referred, also come into your possession through meetings 
of the AYD or similar organizations? 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes; they came at meetings of the American 
Youth for Democracy. Some of them were given to me at borough 
council meetings and others were sent through other A YD members to 
me when I did not attend the meeting myself. 

Mr. Carrer. A moment ago, you mentioned a Philip Foner. Could 
you further identify him for the record ? 

Mr. Romerstrrin. He teaches at the Jefferson School of Social 
Science and is a member of the Teachers Union of New York City. 

Mr. Connors. Has he ever taught school in New York City other 
than at the Jefferson School ? 

Mr. Romerstery. I am not sure. 

Another bulletin here entitled “There is Nothing a Little Planning 
Won't Help,” which was put out during the Wallace campaign in 
1948, lists under the section literature 

Mr. Connors. Is that bulletin put out by the AYD also? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes, this was put out by the American Youth for 
Democracy. 

It lists poems from Masses and Mainstream; poems from Thunder 
in the Grass, by Aaron Kramer; excerpts from Johnny Got His Gun by 
Trumbo. Trumbo was one of the Hollywood 10. There are other 
poems from some of the famous poets, such as Whitman, and Shelley, 
and Langston Hughes. 
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Mr. Connors. These are plays or reading material recommended 
by the AYD? 

Mr. Romerstern. That is right. 

Once again, there is a list of moving pictures. 

Mr. Connors. Would you read that list, please ? 

Mr. RomerstEern. Most of these pictures have been listed before. 
I will list those which are here and are not in previous lists. They 
are: Village Teacher, Mr. Smith Goes to Washington, and another, 
A Night at the Opera. It indicates here that a special discount is 
given to members of the American Youth for Democracy when they 
attend the St unley Theater in New York City and the Irving Place 
Theater in New York City. 

Mr. Connors. What is the last one? 

Mr. Romerstern, Irving Place. 

Both of these theaters specialize in Russian and other foreign, films. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have additional documentary evidence, Mr. 
Romerstein ? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes. 

There is a document here entitled “Pop Topics.” Pop Topics for 
January and February, 1948, lists the following books and pamphlets 
and magaLine articles for use on the question of universal military 
training: A Fact Sheet on UMT, by Progressive Citizens of America, 
205 East Forty-second Stree: an article Defeat UMT, by Henry 
Wallace in the New Republic of December 1, 1947; an article “How 
TO Defeat UMT” by Arnold Johnson, in Political Affairs of Janu- 
ary 1948, Political Affairs is the theatrical organ of the Communist 
Party and comes out monthly. 

Others are Facts of U M’ r Hearing by Friends Committee, Quakers, 
1947, Washington, D. C.; History of the Labor Movement in the 
United States by Foner; Merchants of Death by Englbrecht and Hani- 
ghen; a pamphlet, Enemies of Peace, by George Drew; a book, World 
Monopoly and Peace, by James Allen; a book, Revolt on the Campus 
by James Wechsler. 

I would like to add a comment. It is quite peculiar that they have 
listed this individual and this book at this late date. Wechsler today 
is the editor of the very much anti-Communist New York Post and is 
very much anti-Communist himself. At the time the book was written, 
in the late thirties, Mr. Wechsler was connected with the front move- 
ment. 

You are instructed to write to People’s Songs, at 126 West Twenty- 
first Street, New York City, or 64 West Randolph Street, Chicago, 
Ill., or 462 Northwestern Avenue, Los Angeles, for a list of songs 
and the words of songs, et cetera. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Romerstein, when you use the phrase “you are 
instructed,” you mean that the AYD members were offered those sug- 
gestions and instructions through the publication that you are reading ; 
is that correct ? 

Mr. Romerstein. That is correct. 

I have here a general bulletin entitled “So You Have Been Elected 
Editorial Director,” which was put out by American Youth for De- 
mocracy as a guide to educational directors of American Youth for 
Democracy cause, 

It instructs them to organize club discussion groups, educationals at 
club meetings, tells them to advise club members to attend classes of 
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the Jefferson School, the School of Jewish Studies, and other schools 
of this sort. It instructs them in how to write a leaflet, how to organ- 
ize an interesting meeting, how to organize attendance at a class, how 
to run an open-air meeting, and it tells them when they are running 
an open-air meeting, which is a street-corner meeting, it says 
[reading] : 

have a good strong platform which can be borrowed from your local ALP. 


Mr. Connors. Meaning the American Labor Party ? 

Mr. Romerstern. That is right. 

And it says [reading]: 

Make sure that you have an American flag. Put someone in charge of securing 
flag and platform. 

Mr. Connors. Why do you suppose, Mr. Romerstein, they would 
want an American flag in a meeting like that? 

Mr. Romersretn. In New York City, it is compulsory to have an 
American flag in order to run an open-air meeting. 

Mr. Connors. That is a city ordinance? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Do you think there is any other reason why they 
would want an American flag there? 

Mr. Romerstern. Of course, to camouflage the nature of the meet- 
ing. I know in one case, a Communist Party meeting in Brownsville 
they were attacked by a group of young people who were misguided 
enough to believe that communism can be destroyed by organizing 
riots in the streets. One of the things the party screamed about in 
the Daily Worker the next day was that an American flag, which was 
a on the platform, had been allowed to touch the ground when the 
platform was thrown over. 

Of course, these young people who attacked the meeting had no 
intention of throwing down the flag. They were just fighting against 
the Communists. And the Communists had no intention of defending 
the flag either. They were defending their platform and speaker. 
But they are quite capable of using something like that in their own 
defense. 

I would like to introduce one more document on this question of 
the Fact Sheets, or two more documents. One is from the American 
Youth for Democracy which tells the members where they can gbtain 
films, moving-picture films, and moving-picture projectors for use at 
their meetings. 

They are told to get them from the IWO, the International Workers 
Order, or Branden Films. 

Another document here from the Young Progressives of America 

ives a list of films recommended for the use of members of Youn 

rogressives of America. It is a memorandum from Sy Linfield, the 
executive director of YPA, to all YPA clubs and all State YPA direc- 
tors. It is in regard tothe YPA film library. It is dated December 
27, 1948. 

I would like to give you a list of the films contained in this bulletin: 
Abraham Lincoln, produced by United Artists, starring Walter 
Huston. This isnot, I believe, a communistic picture. 

Another one is Algiers, produced by United Artists, starring Charles 
Boyer, Hedy Lamarr, and Allan Hale. Allan Hale is, of course, an 
anti-Communist, and I don’t believe that this is a Communist picture. 
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However, we come across Battle of Russia, produced by the United 
States Army, which was apparently produced during the last World 
War when we were Russia’s ally. 

Another one is Blockade, Sestenes by Walter Wanger in 1935 
starring Henry Fonda and Madeleine Carroll. This is listed as Re- 
publican Spain’s Fight Against Native and German-Italian Fascism 
on Spanish Soil. 

Another picture is Deadline for Action, produced in 1946 for the 
UE-CI1O by Union Films. UE is United E ‘lectrical Workers. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge, is UE still in CIO, 
Mr. Romerstein ? 

Mr. Romerstern. No; the UE has been expelled from the CIO be- 
cause of its Communist affiliation. The bulletin doesn’t say so, but 
the writer of the film is Carl Marzani. 

Mr. Connors. Who is Carl Marzani, Mr. Romerstein ? 

Mr. Romersretn. Carl Marzani served with Stalin’s forces in 
Spain during the Spanish Civil War, and has been alleged to have 
beena Communist. He is currently serving a jail sentence. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Romerstein, why are some films in that list of 
the type generally considered to be non-Communist or even anti- 
Communist ? 

Mr. Romerstern. You wouldn’t have an anti-Communist fiim in 
this list. You would have a non-Communist film. 

Mr. Connors. Why is that? 

Mr. Romersrern. The purpose of that would be to camouflage the 
list, to give the casual reader an impression of merely a list of films. 
Those people who are active in the organization know which films to 
watch and which not to watch. In some of these cases the film fea- 
tures a non-Communist film star, or an anti-Communist film star, or 
people who are currently fighting the Reds in Hollywood, and the 
good pro-Communists will know enough not to order a film starring 
this individual or not to give him any publicity. 

Mr. Connors. Then even though some films do appear on that list, 
further discussion in AYD circles would negative the ordering of the 
film ? 

Mr. Romerstern. This is YPA. 

Mr. Connors. Further discussion in the YPA circles would negative 
the ordering of those films? 

Mr. Romerstern. That is correct. A picture listed here is The 
Forgotten Village, a story by John Steinbeck, music by Hans Eisler. 
Hans Eisler has been deported to Eastern Germany because of his 
Communist affiliations. He is the brother of Gerhardt Eisler who has 
been identified as an agent of the Communist International. 

Another is Native Land, produced by Frontier Films, songs and 
narration by Paul Robeson, directed ‘by Leo Hurwitz, and Paul 
Strand; music by Marc Blitzstein, starring Howard Da Silva. 

The film is listed as [re ading |: 

A film that deals with the basic problems of labor. A farmer is beaten because 
he speaks out at a farmers’ meeting; sharecroppers are shot down in cold 
blood ; voters tarred and feathered by the Ku Klux Klan; labor spying by a union 
official in an attempt to smash the union; the brutal police attack on a Memorial 
Day demonstration. The struggle to make civil liberties a re: zgle 
that continues today. This story is based on findings of the United States 
Senate. 
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Another film here is The North Star, produced by Samuel Gold- 
wyn, directed by Lewis Milestone, music by Aaron Copland, story 
by Lillian Hellman, with Ann Baxter, Walter Huston, and Ann 
Harding. 

This film was listed as [reading] : 

What happens to the carefree people of a small Russian village when the Nazi 
blitz strikes? The first authentic United States production, depicting Soviet life 
in peace and war. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Romerstein, did you ever see any of those pictures 
which you have mentioned ? 

Mr. Romersrery. I saw Native Land. That was quite a Communist 
affair. It followed the party line completely. 

A number of foreign films are listed here: Adventures of Chekov 
Festival; Girl 217, which was a Soviet film; Grand Illusion, a French 
film; Laughter Through Tears, a Yiddish language film; La Marseil- 
laise; New Gulliver, a Russian film; The Rainbow, another Russian 
film: a number of Charlie Chaplin comedies are listed here; a num- 
ber of Walt Disney comedies are listed here; but I am quite sure that 
since Walt Disney is an anti-Communist, those wouldn’t be used. 

Mr. Connors. Those were perhaps inserted for entertainment pur- 
poses; is that correct ? 

Mr. Romerstern. That is correct. 

There is an American film, One World or None, produced by the 
National Committee on Atomic Information, with technical assist- 
ance of the Federation of American Scientists, in 1947. The narra- 
tion was by Raymond Gram Swing. That is also included. 

There is also included the picture Magic Bullets, produced by War- 
ner Bros. and starring Edward G. Robinson; Count Us In, films of the 
founding convention of the YPA Convention in Philadelphia, July 
25 to 26, 1948. Another film here is For the Record. This is the story 
of men and women banded together for bargaining power and to 
fight for the existence of the union itself against those who would turn 
the clock back to the good old days of high living costs, low wages, 
and the open shop. 

Mr. Connors. Who produced that film, Mr. Romerstein ? 

Mr. Romersrer. It doesn’t say. 

Another film listed here is The Happiest Man on Earth, an MGM 
production, written by Albert Maltz, another of the Hollywood 10. 

Another film is listed here as Investigators, and it is listed as an 
excellent satire on Un-American Investigating Committees. 

Another picture here is People of the Cumberland, produced by 
Frontier Films in 1937, commentary by Erskine Caldwell and David 
Wolff, music by Earl Robinson and Alex Nort. Apparently it is the 
story of the work of the Highlander Folk School at Mont Eagle. 

Mr. Connors. Have you any information respecting the High- 
lander Folk School, Mr. Romerstein ? 

Mr. Romersrern. No, I do not. 

Another film here is The Price of Victory, which is a speech by 
Henry Wallace. Another film here is entitled “The City,’ com- 
mentary written by Lewis Mumford, delivered by Morris Carnovsky, 
and the music by Aaron Copland. 

Another moving picture is “Home of the Brave,” the story of the 
housing crisis, related in cold, dramatic, and compelling terms. Al- 
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though depicting the problems of the California housing situation, 
this is a good organizing film on housing action anywhere. Here are 
Americans living in tents, trailers, slums—sutlering rent gouges, 
evictions, foreclosures. And here are people from the C 10, AF L, 
AVC, UNAAV, et cetera, mobilizing action around the housing fight 
with signi tures, petitions, prec inct action, and the famous “veterans 
motorcade to Sacramento.’ 

The CIO, the AFL and some of these veteran organizations here, 
are listed here as a cover up. The UNAAV is the United Negro and 
Allied Veterans, which is a Communist front. Including them in 
the same breath with responsible organizations like American Veter- 
ans Committee of Foreign Wars, is an attempt by the Young Pro- 
gressives of America to cover up their Communist-front charac- 
teristics. 

The film Indonesia Calling—this film was produced in Australia 
by Joris Ivens, who produced Spanish Earth and other films of that 
sort. ‘The film was produced by the Waterfront Unions of Australia, 

This is an extremely pro-Communist film, dealing with the revolu- 
tionary movement in Indonesia, and shows seamen refusing to load 
munitions to the Government of Indonesia. 

Mr. Connors. Did you see that picture ? 

Mr. Romerstetn. Yes. I don’t recall all of the details. There was 
some sort of revolutionary strike, either on the part of seamen or 
dock workers who refused to allow munitions to be loaded that would 
be used against the Indonesian revolutionists. 

The film Russia At War, produced by the March of Time during 
World War IT is listed here. A very important picture listed here is 
Brotherhood of Man. This was produced by the United Auto Work- 
ers, CIO, and is a color cartoon based on the pamphlet Races of Man- 
kind by Dr. Ruth Benedict and Dr. Gene Weltfish. She is a leader 
of the Congress of American Women, and has sent greetings to Soviet 
women on the anniversary of the Russian Revolution. 

Mr. Connors. Where is she employed ? 

Mr. pone ee: She is employed at the Columbia University. 

Mr. Connors. She is a teacher of anthropology; is she not? 

Mr. Romersrein. ‘That is correct. 

There are a number of other films listed here, most of them for the 
camouflage purpose, such as sports, films, and so on. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have other information of interest to this 
committee, Mr. Romerstein / 

Mr. Romers'rern. Yes; that is correct. 

During my previous visit, the committee wished to know how 
many members there were in the American Youth for Democracy. 
My recollection was at that time about 12,000. I believe that that 
was correct, that the peak of its existence it had about 12,000 mem- 
bers. 

In the summer of 1946, they attempted to get 15,000 members by 
October of 1946. They never succeeded. 

This is according to AYD in Action, published by the American 
Youth for Democracy, and it is the issue of the summer of 1946. 

Mr. Connors. What was the peak membership of YP.A, to the best 
of your knowledge? 

Mr. Romersrern. If I remember correctly, the peak membership 
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of YPA was approximately 20,000. In New York State, the AYD 
attempted to get 6,500 members by June 1, 1947. 

Mr. Connors. Now you are speaking of the AYD? 

Mr. Romersretrn. The American Youth for Democracy. This is 
according to AYD Builder, published by the New York State Ameri- 
can Youth for Democracy for March 1947. 

When I was here previously, the committee wished to know what 
activities had been conducted by American Youth for Democracy 
in opposition to the Mundt bill. I have here a notice on a Western 
Union form to members of American Youth for Democracy from the 
New York State staff of American Youth for Democracy. 

It reads as follows: 

Action, action, action. These are the decisive days in the fight against the 
Mundt bill. All-out support for the picket lines, Thursday, June 10, 4: 30, Brook- 
lyn and Queens, at Democratic National Headquarters, 233 Madison Avenue, 
New York City, near Thirty-eighth Street, Manhattan. Bronson Intercollegiate 
at Republican National Headquarters, 54 West Fortieth Street, New York City, 
near Sixth Avenue. Urge complete turn-out. 

Signed, State Staff. 

At this time, we picketed the offices of the National Republican 
and Democratic Parties in an attempt to get them to oppose the 
Mundt bill. 

Mr. Connors. Is that an actual telegram or does it just purport to 
be a telegram ¢ 

Mr. Romerstern. It is not an actual telegram. It is typed on a 
telegram form as in indication of its urgency. 

Mr. Connors. Where did AYD obtain these telegram forms, Mr. 
Romerstein ? 

Mr. Romersrern. I do not know. 

Mr. Connors. This telegram that you hold in your hand bears the 
words “Western Union” at the top of it. 

Can you furnish any information in connection with Western 
Union, or any labor union which holds contracts under Western 
Union ? 

Mr. Romerstern. I have a card which reads as follows: 

Remember. Come up to the AYD State office, 1151 Broadway (near Twenty- 


sixth Street) before Thursday evening. 
Pick up your collection can for the benefit of ACA strikers. Tag Day, Friday 


and Saturday, February 20, 21. 

(Keep this with you.) 
uopwa-16-170. 

Mr. Connors. Where did you obtain that card, Mr. Romerstein ? 

Mr. Romerstern. If I remember correctly, it was handed to me on 
the bus coming home from Washington where I attended the National 
Youth Assembly Against Universal Military Training. 

Mr. Connors. Who sponsored that assembly ? 

Mr. Romerstern. That was the name of the organization. 

Mr. Connors. I notice on this card which you mentioned a moment 
ago, the notation “uopwa-16-170,” which appears in the lower right- 
hand corner. What isthe significance of that notation? 

Mr. Romersrety. That was the office workers union that prepared 
this material. That is the United Office and Professional Workers, 
locals 16 and 170. I would like to offer that as an exhibit. 

Senator JENNER. It will be accepted. 
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(Card headed “Remember” was received and marked “Romerstein 
Exhibit No. 8” and filed for the information of the committee.) 

Mr. Romersrern. I would like to introduce at this time the Call to 
the National Youth Assembly Against Universal Military Training, 
Sunday and Monday, F ebruary 15 and 16, 1948, in W ashington, D.C. 
which contains a list of the sponsors. 

Senator Jenner. The committee will accept this publication as 
exhibit No. 9. 

(Pamphlet headed “Call to a National Youth Assembly Against 
Universal Military Training” was received and marked as “Romerstein 
Exhibit No. 9” and filed for the information of the committee.) 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Romerstein, did you attend this conference? 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Connors. And were you a member of the Communist Party at 
that time? 

Mr. Romerstrern. Yes; I was a member of the Communist Party at 
that time. 

Mr. Connors. Were other members of the Communist Party also 
at this National Youth Assembly ? 

Mr. Romersrern. Yes; other members of the Communist Party 
were at this National Youth Assembly Against Universal Military 
Training, including Herb Nalibow, who was at that time the Brook- 
lyn youth director of the Communist Party and today serves both in 
the capacity of Ohio State youth director for the Communist Party 
and the Ohio State chairman of the Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Connors. Who were some of the other Communists present at 
this meeting, at this demonstration ? 

Mr. Romerstein. Robert Nemoroff attended this and he spoke 
from the platform at a meeting we held at Turner’s Arena. 

Mr. Connors. Can you tell very briefly the course of activity dur- 
ing this demonstration, how you came from New York to Washington 
and what transpired in Washington ¢ 

Mr. Romerstern. We arrived in Washington Saturday, February 
14, and stayed over until Monday, February 16. We held meetings at 
Turner’s Arena, where we went on record as being opposed to univer- 
sal military training. 

We organized delegations to visit Congressmen for the purpose of 
lobbying against universal military training. The officers of this 
organization were Rev. John Darr, Jr., and Elsie Wilcox. 

Mr. Connors. This Elsie Wilcox is the same Elsie Wilcox who is 
treasurer of YPA? 

Mr. Romerstern. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. And John Darr is the same Reverend Darr who is a 
vice chairman of the YPA? 

Mr. Romerstrern. That is correct. In addition, John Darr was on 
the editorial board of the magazine Spotlight published by the 
American Youth for Democracy. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know who published Spotlight ? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes, it was published by New Age Publishers 
for the American Youth for Democracy. New Age Publishers 
previously had printed pamphlets and magazines for the Young 
Communist League. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Romerstein, to refer back to exhibit 8, you have 
previously testified that this exhibit was handed to you while you 
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were on the bus returning from the National Youth Assembly Against 
Universal Military Training in Washington, is that correct ? 

Mr. Romerste1n. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. I notice that this exhibit mentions a collection can 
for the benefit of ACA strikers. Do you know the significance of the 
ACA? 

Mr. Romerstern. The American Communications Association. 

Mr. Connors. And is that a union ¢ 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes, sir; that is. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have any independent knowledge of that 
union, Mr. Romerstein ? 

Mr. Romerstern. An official of ACA sponsored the National Youth 
Assembly Against Universal Military Training. 

Mr. Connors. Who was that official ? 

Mr. Romersrery. Mollie Townsend, corresponding secretary, Ameri- 

can Communications Association, local 40, CIO, New York. 

Mr. Connors. Will you continue at your own pace, Mr. Romerstein ? 

Mr. Romersrern. Previously we were discussing the activities of 
the American Youth for Democracy in opposition ‘to the Mundt bill. 

I have here a leaflet entitled “The Mundt Bill Is Aimed at Y ou,” and 
the leaflet says [reading]: 

The Mundt bill would sentence you to 2 to 10 years in jail—sentence you to 
2 to 10 years in jail for supporting the Jewish state or fighting Jim Crow, or 
epposing UMT and the draft, much less for being a member of AYD. The 
ground for this, under the Mundt bill, would be that you are subverting the in- 
terest of the United States to that of a foreign government, or in fighting racial 
or social strife, or for being a member of a Communist-front organization. The 
Mundt bill has no mercy on any one who is opposed to the bipartisan policies of 
our administration. There is no place to run under this fascist measure. 

This was published by American Youth for Democracy. 

Mr. Connors. Just continue at your own pace, Mr. Romerstein. 

Mr. Romerstrery. The American Youth for Democracy publication 
Spotlight, dated June 1, 1948, volume 1, No. 3, carries the headline: 
“Mundt bill perils Nation and youth.” This is in opposition, of course, 
to the Mundt bill. 

A special issue of AYD Spotlight, dated May 15, 1948, published | by 
American Y outh for Democracy, listed as an emergency Issue, ¢ carries 
the headline: “American youth, our country is in danger,” and this 
is in opposition to the Mundt bill and urges the following actions to 
be taken in opposition to the bill [ reading | : 

1. Hundreds and thousands of telegrams and letters to every United States 
Congressman and Senator, calling upon them to fight and vote against the 
Mundt bill. 

Visit every vouth organization in each city and community—bring the facts 
to ‘them—g ret them to act now! 

3. Promote united action by youth and students everywhere in alliance with 
the People’s Movement. Organize united rallies, demonstrations, parades against 
the Mundt bill in the sense of the Bill of Rights. 

4. Organize actions in opposition to the twin dangers of militarization and 
fascism * * * the draft and the Mundt bill. Ask your Congressman to fight 
and vote against both! 

5. Full educational discussions in every AYD club on the Mundt bill and on 
the draft. Visit, write to, and rally every AYD member to action. 

6. Recruit new members into the AYD every day—raise money for the AYD 
fighting fund. 

In my previous testimony, I indicated that an organization had 
been set up to fight against the Mundt bill. It was called “The Pro- 
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visional Committee for Democratic Rights” or just the “Committee 
for Democratic Rights.” 

I have a copy of the text of the bill as published by the Committee 
for Democratic Rights. I am referring to the Mundt bill. 

Mr. Connors. That is, you have a copy of the Mundt bill, is that 
correct ? 

Mr. Romerstrern. Yes; as published by the committee. I have a 
document entitled “Preliminary Analysis of the Mundt-Nixon Bill 
To Control Subversive Activities,” published by the Committee for 
Democratic Rights. 

This document carries on it the usual line in opposition to the 
Mundt bill. 

I have a leaflet which was issued for mass distribution by the or- 
ganization, the Provisional Committee for Democratic Rights, 23 
8 est Twenty-sixth Street, New York 10, N. Y. The cochairmen are: 

20 Isaacson, Vito Marcantonio, and Adam C. Powell. The executive 
secretary is Len Goldsmith and the treasurer is Robert W. Dunn. 

This 1s a two-sided leaflet which was printed. One side given in 
very popular form the pro-Communist arguments against the bill. 
The other side is a legal analysis of the bill by Lee Pressman, who 
was listed as a noted labor and civil- rights attorney. 

Mr. Connors. That is the same Lee Pressman who used to be with 
the CIO? 

Mr. Romerstern. That is correct. 

The committee, during my previous testimony, asked me about Lee 
Pressman. Lee Pressman was a candidate for Congress on the Ameri- 
can Labor Party ticket.. I have here a leaflet indicating that a dance 
was sponsored on October 30, 1948, by the Youth Committee for 
Wallace and Pressman. 

I advised the committee that as late as 1949, to be exact September 
15, 1949, Lee Pressman appeared before the New York City Board 
of Education in opposition to the Feinberg law, which would not 
allow the use of school facilities by Communist organizations. Lee 
Pressman was there as counsel for the teachers union, a Communist- 
dominated union in New York City. 

I have here a copy of the official list of persons scheduled to speak 
as put out by the board of education: Paul Ross, representing the 
American Labor Party, which is pro-Communist; Mrs. Rose Russell, 
legislative representative, teachers union; Lee Pressman, special at- 
torney for the teachers union. Both took the present Communist 
line. Mrs. Russell made an attempt to speak a number of times before 
her name was called as a speaker. She was continuously told by the 
members of the board of education to sit down and await her turn. 
She was defended in her action by Mr. Pressman. 

Other speakers listed here were: Charles Sonenreich, representing 
the American Jewish Congress, a non-Communist organization; R. 
Lawrence Seigel, general counsel, Academic Freedom Committee, 
American Civil Liberties Union, a non-Communist organization; Sen- 
ator Fred G. Moritt, Eleventh Senatorial district, Brooklyn. Mr. 
Moritt is a State senator and he is anti-Communist. 

Also present was Mrs. Minneola Ingersoll, cochairman, American 
Labor Party, Kings County. The American Labor Party is a pro- 
Communist organization. 
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Also present was Melbourne B, Mitchell, administrative secretary, 
New York Civil Rights Congress. The Civil Rights Congress has 
been cited as a Communist front. 

Also present was Bernard E. Donovan, legislative chairman, High 
School Teachers Association, a non-Communist organization; Mrs. 
Sarah J. Smith, a parent. I do not remember if she actually spoke, 
and I do not remember what side she took; Clara Cook, executive 
secretary, New York Teachers Guild. The Teachers Guild is an anti- 
Communist teachers’ organization in New York City. Mrs. Helen 
Wortis, chairman, C hild Care Commission of Congress of American 
Women. The Congress of American Women has been cited as a 
Communist front. 

Mr. Arthur Newman, cochairman, Better Schools Committee of 
Southeast Bronx. 1 do not know the nature of this organization. 
Robert W. Searle, Protestant Council of New York, a non-Communist 
organization. Michael Bartell, Socialist Workers Party, a non-Com- 
munist, radical, revolutionary organization. 

Mathew Shevlin, Americanism Committee, American Legion, 
Queens County. The American Legion is, of course, very much anti- 
Communist. 

Louis Laub, executive secretary, American Labor Party. Dave 
McCanns, student director of college division, Young Progressives of 
New York, which, to my knowledge, i is a Communist front. 

Dr. J. Spencer Kennard, National Council of the Arts, Sciences, 
and Professions, which is a Communist front. 

Sol Vail, New York City Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order, IWO, a 
Communist front. George Paston, attorney for Thomas J. Flynn, 
chairman, Americanism Committee, American Legion, Kings County. 

Mrs. Johanna Lindloff, Kindergarten- Six B Teachers s Association, 
a non-Communist organization. There was a representative of the 
International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 891, AFL, who 
was scheduled to attend. Margaret R. Cann, American Labor Party, 
Richmond County. Mrs. Ada Jackson, chairman, school council, 
Bedford-Stuyvesant and Williamsburgh. Mrs. Jackson has a long 
record of Communist front affiliations. Jerry Trauber, executive 
secretary, Brooklyn Council, Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order, Iwo. 
a Communist front. 

Oliver Leeds, New York Organizing Committee for a Labor Youth 
League. Eugene P. Connolly, city councilman. Mr. Connolly was 
a city councilman on the American Labor Party ticket, and when he 
broke with the Communist Party clique that ran the American Labor 
Party, he was viciously slandered and he is no longer either a member 
of the American Labor Party or a city councilman. 

Mrs. A. E. Mannina, corresponding secretary, Parent-Teachers 
Association of Public School 181, Brooklyn. 

Ward Madden, Americans for Democratic Action, a non-Communist 
organization. 

Sipporah S. Fleisher, women’s division, Queens County, American 
Labor Party. 

Ewart G. Guinier, international secretary-treasurer, United Public 
Workers, which is a Communist-dominated union. Mr. Guinier was 
a member of the pro-Communist clique that fought against the previ- 
ously mentioned Mr. Connolly at the time that there was a split in 
the American Labor Party. 
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Bill Frumkin, chairman, Parents-Teachers Association of Public 
School 258, Brooklyn. 

John Scudder, Sixth A. D. North Club of the American Labor 
Party. 

William Saunders, Teachers Alliance. There was a representative 
of the Committee of One Thousand Parents. Robert McGuinness, 
representing the Industrial Workers of the World, a non-Communist, 
radical, revolutionary organization. 

A. Mark Levian of the Liberal Party, a non-Communist Party in 
New York State. 

Rabbi Schultz, and that is what it says here, this is Rabbi Benjamin 
Schultz of the American Jewish League Against Communism, a lead- 
ing fighter against communism in New York C ity. 

Charles I. Stew art, New York Conference Chapter of Methodist 
Federation for Social Action. 

Mrs. Lillian Gates, representing the Communist Party. Lillian 
Gates is the wife of John Gates, a member of the national committee 
of the Communist Party and the editor of the Daily Worker. 

Mr. Connors. In other words, then, this meeting contained both 
pro- and anti-Communist officials, is that correct ? 

Mr. Romerstern. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. It was more or less in the order of a round-table 
discussion ? 

Mr.Romersrern. Well, exactly what happened was that the board 
of education was holding a hearing on the Feinberg law, an imple- 
mentation of the Feinberg law. Representatives of various Com- 
munist fronts gave their reasons why the Feinberg law should not be 
administered or used by the New York City Board of Education. 

Representatives of anti-Communist organizations spoke and in- 
dicated why they believed it, the law, should be used by the board of 
education. 

The teachers’ union, which Mr. Pressman represented, was opposed 
to the Feinberg law. 

I have here a copy of the proposed revised agenda of the Young 
Progressives of America Convention, Sunday, September 19, 1948, 
and this was a convention of the Brooklyn Young bapa of 


America. Listed here as scheduled to speak at 11 a. m. is Lee Press- 
man. 
In the course of my testimony previously, on April 12, 1951, I 


listed a number of people who I believed were Communist Party mem- 
bers. Among them was Mollie Lieber. I have heré a card issued to 
members of the American Youth for Democracy. It says [reading]: 


Your attention is called once more to the Super-duper, really important AYD 
meeting, taking place at Manhattan Center next Thursday, May 20, at 7:30 
p. m. William Z. Foster, John Gates, Howard Johnson, Mollie Leiber are 
scheduled to answer the questions around the topic “Who are the Communists?” 
at this second in a series of question-and-answer forums. The importance of 
this meeting is underscored by the dangers to American democracy in the Mundt 
bill. Our meeting will be a rally against this Fascist legislation. The Folksay 
Group will put on “hallelujah chorus” which is terrific. Admission is 75 cents; 
teen-agers, 50 cents. 


I will give this committee additional material on the Folksay 
Group. But right now, I wish to point out to the committee that 
Miss Leiber’s name is contained in this program, together with Wil- 
liam Z. Foster, national chairman of the Communist Party; John 
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Gates, a member of the national committee of the Communist Party; 
and Howard Johnson, the New York State educational director of 
the Communist Party. All are supposed to answer the question “Who 
are the Communists?” 

I think this leaves little doubt as to the Communist Party mem- 
bership of Mollie Leiber. 

In addition, the publication Our Party, Preconvention discussion 
Bulletin No. 5, issued by the Communist Party, U.S. A., at the time 
of its 1950 convention, page 2, has an article entitled “Fight for 
Membership Standards,” and is signed by Mollie Lieber West, of 
Illinois. The Mollie Lieber who I named is known to me to be a 
resident of Illinois. The name is apparently spelled both L-i-e-b-e-r 
and L-e-i-b-e-r. 

In the same issue of this publication, Mel Williamson of the Labor 
Youth League, who I named in my previous testimony as a possible 
Communist Party member, has an article entitled “Party Must Fight 
ior the Youth,” in which he says [reading] : 


Our party, at its 1948 convention, placed correctly the urgent need for an 
independent organization of youth that would win and educate young Americans 
in the spirit of working class ideology of scientific socialism. 

The need for an organization that would become a leading force in building 
the unity of the youth for peace and freedom was answered with the birth of the 
Labor Youth League. The recent historic first convention of the Labor Youth 
League established the fact that the league as an organization is here to stay. 
The convention and its tremendous mass rally clearly reflected the league’s 
correct policy of basing itself upon the most exploited and oppressed sections 
of the youth, the working youth and the Negro youth. In developing the warmest 
fraternal ties with the Communist Party, the leader of the working class, the 
Labor Youth League will be able to root itself even further among the decisive 
sections of the youth. The league, with the sound guidance of the vanguard 
movement of the workers, will win more and more youth to struggle for the rights 
of the people and to education in the spirit of socialism. 

The draft resolution, in my opinion, does not give the necessary emphasis to 
the decisive question of work among the youth in light of present developments. 
The imperialists of America, having passed over from active preparation for 
war to open aggression, no longer hide their plans for the masses of American 
youth. 


MILITARIZATION OF THE YOUTH 


Young people are bluntly told that they can make no plans for a secure and 
happy life in a peaceful world. Every day one Fascist-minded imperialist 
spokesman or another directs himself particularly to the youth and states that 
they must look forward to a military life for “as far as the mind can foresee,” 
as one Big Business representative put it. Almost daily General Hershey, the 
self-appointed dictator over the youth, puts forth a new demand for more and 
more young men to shunt their democratic desires and aspirations and face up 
to a military life. The most sweeping proposals are now put forward by the 
imperialists for the registration and drafting of all young men and women. As 
U. S. News and World Report put it, the only exemptions will be “the bedridden 
and the insane.” 

The youth of America are faced with the immediate threat of mass militari- 
zation in the fullest sense. This is a development unprecedented in the history 
of our country. In this vast militarization program, young people are being 
asked to give up any hope of future security. Wall Street is in the process of 
attempting to make the youth of America a brutalized unthinking mass, ready to 
do its bidding. 

On every front the imperialists are bombarding the youth with the concepts 
of the inevitability of war and American supremacy. The schools and colleges 
are gradually coming under complete military domination. White chauvinist 
ideas and attacks against the Negro youth increase daily as a high light of the 
whole Fascist drive against the people. The Negro youth, the first victims of 
increased Fascist violence, face the prospect of Jim Crow militarization, This 
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would mean hundreds more Jim Crow Army frame-ups on the pattern of Lieu- 
tenant Gilbert. 


YOUTH WILL FIGHT FOR PEACE 


Millions of American youth can be won actively to the struggle for peace and 
freedom. ‘The masses of youth abhor militarization, and their deepest aspira- 
tions are for an unfettered free and happy life. We have seen indications of 
the possibilities that exist for uniting thousands of youth against the Fascist 
plans of Wall Street. The 500,000 youth signatures to the Stockholm peace ap- 
peal and the rejection of the fake Fascist-inspired Freedom Crusade by thou- 
sands of youth attest to this fact. A recent example is the group of young people 
of diversified opinion who have decided to call a conference for peace in the 
midst of the hysterical drive for war by the ruling class of America. These are 
only small indications. 

The full meaning of mass militarization of the youth has to be placed before 
the whole American people, the working Class in the first place. Wall Street 
has in mind the building of a new Hitler Jugend, which, aside from being a part 
of the drive for Fascism and total war, would become a decisive force in the 
smashing of the movements and organization of the working class. The im- 
perialist profiteers are drooling at the prospect of a vast labor force at Army 
pay. 

HELP OF PARTY NEEDED 


It is clear that the Labor Youth League alone, and by itself, cannot win the 
masses of the youth against the imperialist war plans and for peace. What is 
needed, in order that the Labor Youth League can play its full role in giving 
strength to the broad unity developments of the youth, is a heightened under- 
standing and support for the role of the league. This increased understanding 
and support must pervade the ranks of the entire party. The whole party must 
learn and understand the Leninist concept of work among the youth—that the 
youth should be independent; that they will be won to struggle for progress 
and socialism in a different way, through different means than their elders. 

The party should see the Labor Youth League as an arm of the working 
class, fully capable of playing a leading role among all sections of the youth 
in winning them to unity for peace. All left forces, our party in the first place, 
must understand the decisive need for such an organization as the Labor Youth 
League. Only the Labor Youth League, which bases itself on a working-class 
outlook, can lead the way among the youth, winning greater numbers of young 
people to solidarity with the workers, and against the spread of imperialist 
anti-working-class ideology in the ranks of the youth. But the league will not 
be able to fulfill this task, if it does not have the understanding, support, and 
guidance of the party. 

Our party can no longer afford to relegate youth work to the category of 
“just another field.” We must place it in keeping with the conditions created 
by the new situation and the problems posed by the threat of mass militariza- 
tion. It is in this light that the draft resolution needs a section devoted to the 
youth. Our whole party must see that the young Communists who work in the 
Labor Youth League as performing a political task no less important than other 
tasks. The party must end in some districts, the wrong concepts that the 
league has little or no special role among industrial youth. The Labor Youth 
League has an important role to play among the industrial youth—winning them 
through special forms to trade-union support and working-class solidarity ; 
against the tactics of the boss of pitting young workers against old. 

The recent convention of the Labor Youth League reflected a new fighting 
youth organization. Attending this convention were many young people new 
to the Marxist movement—but determined militant young people. Here were 
the future leaders of the working-class movement, working youth, Negro youth, 
student youth, and young women. But, at the same time, the party must freely 
criticize the young comrades working in the Labor Youth League, helping them 
10 overcome their weaknesses and thereby helping to make a stronger Labor 
Youth League. Only in this way, with the Labor Youth League playing its full 
leadership role among the youth, and with the whole party understanding this 
role, will there develop the kind of mass youth unity that is needed to help 
defeat the imperialist plans for fascism and a third world war. 


Among the people who contributed articles to this publication are: 
Israel Amter, George Blake, Jack Lucid, Erik Bert, Frank Mucci, M. 
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Silverman, Ted Bassett, Jean Frankfield, Harry Haywood and Abner 
W. Berry, Betty Hoffman, Bea Marshall, George Klein, Walter Low- 
enfels, and Frank Doyle. 

I would like to point out that these people actually signed their 
names to the articles. Many others signed articles with such things 
as: A Parent, M. R. of Maryland, An Auto Worker, A Greek-Ameri- 
can, and so on, in order to conceal their identities. 

Others that I named as possible Communists in my previous testi- 
mony were Julian Lowitt and Everett Thomas. 

I have here a clipping from the New York World Telegram of 
December 11, 1948, which lists these two individuals as part of a 
delegation of 60 people representing the Civil Rights Congress who 
came to Washington to protest the prosecution in New York of the 12 
Communist leaders. 

Julian Lowitt is quoted as saying that he represented the National 
Youth Commission of the Communist Party, and had helped to organ- 
ize the delegation. Everett Thomas is quoted as saying that he repre- 
sented the New York State organization of the Communist Party. 

An interesting thing about this report is that the reporter, Fred 
W. Perkins, asked these gentlemen, who claimed to be World War II 
veterans, whether they would fight against Russia in a war. Mr. 
Lowitt said he would be glad to answer this qustion if he had time, 
but he had to catch a train. Mr. Thomas said it would have to be a 
war in the interest of the people. 

An individual who I listed in my previous testimony as either a 
Communist or being very close to the Communist Party was Irene 
Wheeler. The March 1945 issue of Spotlight, published by American 
Youth for Democracy, lists Miss Wheeler as a New York State SOS 
director of American Youth for Democracy. The SOS stands for 
Sweethearts of Servicemen. Miss Wheeler, up until a short time 
ago, was the organization secretary of the New York State Young 
Progressives of America. 

Mr. Connors. In your previous testimony, Mr. Romerstein, you 
mentioned this Irene Wheeler. Have you any additional informa- 
tion concerning her? 

Mr. Romerstern. Yes. In 1948, in Warsaw, there took place an 
International Conference of Worker Youths, sponsored by the World 
Federation of Democratic Youth. The American Youth for De- 
mocracy chose Leon Wofsy. He was denied a passport. The Young 
Progressives of America protested the denial of passports to American 
delegates. However, Irene Wheeler, apparently, was able to go to 
Warsaw to attend this conference. 

In Spotlight, published by American Youth for Democracy, the 
issue of October 15, 1948, there is an article by Irene Wheeler with 
a picture that I can identify as the Irene Wheeler whom I knew, in 
which she tells the story of her attendance at this conference in Poland. 

In my previous testimony I indicated that one of the methods by 
which the Communist-front organizations obtained money was that 
at conventions and other affairs they published souvenir bulletins in 
re other front organizations and even the party itself contributed 
ads. 

Mr. Connors. You mean by “party,” the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Romerstrery. The Communist Party. This is the souvenir 
bulletin of the Founding Convention of the Young Progressives 
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of New York, December 17, 18, and 19, 1948, in which such Com- 
munist-front organizations as the Fur Workers Union, the American- 
Jewish Labor Council, with Ben Gold as president, and Max Stein- 
berg contributed ads. The American Labor Party contributed ad- 
vertisements. The Rego Park, Sixty-third Club of the Communist 
Party, contributed an advertisement. The Vanguard Youth Club of 
the Communist Party contributed one. The Club Solidarity of the 
Communist Party, New Youth Club Communist Party, and the Sunny- 
side Youth Club Communist Party all contributed ads as well as num- 
erous individuals and other organizations. 

I mentioned before that I would provide more information on the 
Folksay Group of American Youth for Democracy. This was a group 
much like People’s Songs. As a matter of fact, the members of both 
of these groups are practically interchangeable. It provided train- 
ing for young pro-Communists who wished to enter the entertainment 
field. 

I have here the program of Tomorrow is Good Morning, a show 
presented by the American Folksay Group of American Youth for 
Democracy. The list of names of the entertainers contained in here 
is an excellent list of young people who will be the future entertainers 
of the Communist-front organizations. Some of them have already 
achieved a great amount of popularity; such as Freddie Hellerman, 
a member of the popular Weavers Singing Team. 

Mr. Connors. Will you continue at your own pace, Mr. Romerstein ? 

Mr. Romerstrin. In my previous testimony, I mentioned that I had 
been a member of the Brownsville Youth Club of the Communist 
Party. I have an unsigned letter dated May 4, 1948, which gives 
the address of the Brownsville Youth Club as of that time. The letter 
says [reading]: 

Dear Comrande: The Brownsville Youth Club meets at 267 Legion Street, on 
Thursday nights. 

Mr. Connors. Is there a signature on that letter? 

Mr. Romersrern. No, sir; that is unsigned. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have other information of interest to this 
committee, Mr. Romerstein ? 

Mr. Romerstein. Yes, sir. The Committee for a Democratic Far 
Eastern Policy, Communist front, which often distributed material 
to the members of the American Youth for Democracy, published a 
leaflet advertising a book entitled “The Unfinished Revolution in 
China,” by Israel Epstein, published by Little, Brown & Co. 

This book gave a completely pro-Communist line to the China 
problem. A number of people are listed as reviewing the book for a 
number of newspapers and publications, and reviewing the book 
favorably. Richard Watts, Jr., reviewed it in the New Republic. 
Owen Lattimore reviewed it in the New York Times. Richard A. 
Yaffe reviewed it in P. M. Madam Sun Yat-sen, an official of the 
Chinese Communist Government, wrote a favorable review of the 
book. Ralph Sues wrote a favorable review of the book. Theodore 
White and Louis Adamic both liked the book. 

The committee was selling the book to its members and members 
of other front organizations. The address of the committee was 
111 West Forty-sec ond Street, New York 18, N. Y. 
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Mr. Connors. Will you continue at your own pace, Mr. Romerstein ? 

Mr. Romersrern. Currently, the major youth organizations, ex- 
cept for the Labor Youth League, are engaged in peace activities. 
All other youth activities have been subordinated to these peace 
activities. 

I mentioned in my previous testimony that Doris Koppleman was 
running an organization called the Young People’s General Assembly 
for Peace. The purpose of this organization was to involve pacifists 
and other non-Communists in the Communist demand for peace. 

In 1948, Miss Koppleman ran on the American Labor Party ticket 
for State assemblywoman in the second assembly district in the 
Bronx. She is listed in a booklet published by the American Youth 
For Democracy as one of the people for whom it was necessary to work 
for election. 

The major organization in the youth field in the fight for peace is 
the American Youth Peace Crusade. The head of this organization 
is Douglas Glasgow. 

On March 11 and 12, 1950, there was held in New York City a con- 
ference for democracy and education. At this conference, a fight took 
place between the pro-Communist group and the non-Communists, 
including liberals, Catholic youth organizations, and so on. The 
Communist group was badly defeated, and took the defeat very badly. 
It published a letter in the newspaper of Brooklyn College, Van- 
guard, of March 17, 1950, in which it complained about the treatment 
it got. 

Among the signers of the statement was Mr. Glasglow. Other 
signers were Charlotte Goldberg, of the Labor Youth League, and 
Rhode Hendrick, of the Young Progressives of America. 

Douglas Glasgow signs letters put out by the American Youth 
Peace Crusade, Suite 310, 1186 Broadway, New York 1, N. Y.; Mur- 
ray Hill 5-6526, as youth secretary. 

The pro-Communists intended to have a meeting in Chicago, II1., 
on June 29 and 30, and July 1,1951. It will be called the American 
People’s Congress and Exposition for Peace. 

I have here a call to that congress which I would like to introduce 
as evidence. It contains a list of the sponsors of the organization 
and the conference. 

Senator Jenner. The leaflet will be received as exhibit No. 10. 

(A pamphlet entitled “Let the Youth Speak for Peace” was re- 
ceived and marked as “Romerstein Exhibit No. 10” and filed for the 
information of the committee. ) 

Mr. Connors. Do you have additional information concerning this 
American Peace Crusade ? 

Mr. Romerstrrn. Yes. <A special call to the conference was issued 
for young people, in which a list of youth sponsors was contained. 
The youth sponsors include: Horace Alexander, Los Angeles, Calif. ; 
Louis E. Belle, Chicago, Ill.; Nathaniel Bond, Durham, N. C.; Jeanne 
M. Boorda, South Bend, Ind.; Simon Boorda, South Bend, Ind.; G. 
Murray Branch, Atlanta, Ga.; Arthur Buchbinder, Ann Arbor, Mich. ; 
Sue Buckingham, Chicago, Ill.; Edmund Buczak, Detroit, Mich.; 
Douglas Glasgow, New York City; Bernard Greenside, Dorchester, 
Mass. ; Charles C. Haney, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Frances Hermans, Canton, 
Mass.; Charles John Hoffman, New Haven, Conn.; Calvin Lippitt, 
Detroit, Mich.; Gordon MacDougall, Ann Arbor, Mich.; David Mc- 





6 at oe 








COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 65 


Canns, New York, N. Y.; W. A. McGirt, Jr., Winston-Salem, N. C.; 
David Poindexter, Salem, Oreg. ; aul Robeson, Jr., New York, N. Y.: . 
John Rudder, Washington, D. C.; C. H. Schuddakopf, Gig Harbor, 
Wash. ; Gunther Wertheimer, Baltimore, Md.; Herschel Solomon, San 
Francisco, Calif. 

The American Youth Peace Crusade is currently active in publish- 
ing and circulating a peace ballot, which asks the question, “Do you 
favor bringing our boys home now and settling the war in Korea?” 
and “Do you favor negotiations now among the big five leading to 
a long-term settlement for world peace?” 

As an indication of how other Communist-front organizations are 
being used in this campaign, I have a letter from the American Youth 
Peace Crusade, dated May 22, 1951, calling people to a meeting that 
was held Monday evening, May 28, at 7:30 p. m., at the victorian 
room of the Cornish Arms Hotel, on Twenty-third Street, west of 
Eighth Avenue, New York City. The meeting was for the purpose 
of preparing for the Chicago conference that I ‘mentioned previously. 

The signers of the letter are: Edrys Woodroffe, State cochairman, 
Young Progressives of America; Ann Cooper, strike picket captain, 
American Safety Razor Co., UE local 475; John Gordon, Jr., Pioneer 
Club, high-school athlete; and Joseph Krevisky, acting secretary, 
New York Peace Crusade. 

Mr. Romersrern. The American Peace Crusade is publishing a 
newspaper called the Peace Crusader; volume 1, No. 1, 1s dated May 
1951. It is to be distributed on the streets of our major cities, and to 
be sold for 1 cent apiece. 

It contains information about the Chicago conference, and a list of 
names of the sponsors and so on. The provisional secretary of the 
American Peace Crusade is listed here as Abbott Simon, and the editor 
of the publication is listed as Milton Ost. An article in it entitled 
“Youth Talking” is signed by Douglas Glasgow, as the crusade direc- 
tor, in which he tells how the peace ballot is being distributed and how 
preparations are being made for the Chicago conference. 

Another Communist front that I mentioned in my previous testi- 
mony was the Veterans for Peace. This front was started in July of 
1950, in San Francisco, in the apartment of Dave Sarvis. The leader 
of the San Francisco branch is Bruce O. Bishop, 845 Golden Gate 
Avenue, San Francisco 2, Calif. This is according to the publication 
Vet’s Voice, a pro-Communist publication, published at Post Office 
Box 282, Forest Hills, N. Y. 

Mr. Connors. How often does that publication appear? 

Mr. Romerstern. Once a month. It is a photo-offset publication. 
The editorial board is Paul Hartman, John A. Johnsen, Burnice 
Schwartz, Robert Christopher, and Albert Robbins. The western 
representative is the previously mentioned Bruce O. Bishop. The 
midwestern representative is Robert Heile, of 1324 West Elmdale 
Avenue, Chicago 40, Ill. The representative for American GIs in 
Europe is Archie W illiams, 37 Rru du Lycee, Sieaux (Seine) France. 
The organization has since been set up in New Y ork, where the leader 
is Paul Greene. 

Mr. Connors. How long ago was this organization established ? 

Mr. Romersrein. It was originally established in July of 1950, and 
it is currently in existence. It has participated in the American Peace 
Crusade, and has cooperated with other fronts. 
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In my previous testimony, I mentioned that the Labor Youth League 
had set up industrial branches. In 1948, the Communist Party de- 
cided to set up industrial branches for the purpose of infiltrating both 
the trade unions and important industrial plants in case of war against 
the Soviet Union. 

The publication Challenge, published by the Labor Youth League, 
of November 1950, No. 2, lists the following industrial clubs in the 
Manhattan County Labor Youth League: Department Stores, Fur, 
Garment, Electrical Local 65. This apparently refers to local 65 in 
the Distributing, Processing, and Office Workers Union, a Communist- 
dominated union in New York City; office, hotel, and food; the Mari- 
time branch of the Labor Youth League is active in the currently anti- 
Communist National Maritime Union. 

One of the party’s main concentrations for many years has been 
among seamen with the theory that in case of a war against the Soviet 
Union, if strikes take place among the seamen, war materials can- 
not be shipped. 

Fur and Bakers: other clubs of the Labor Youth League, which 
is the current name of the Young Communist League, in Manhatta 
are: The Carl Marzani Club, the Paul Robeson Club, and the Israe 
Amter Club. 

Mr. Connors. Will you continue at your own pace, Mr. Romerstein. 

Mr. Romersrern. As I indicated in my previous testimony, the 
Communist Party line on the draft and universal military training 
has changed since the war. 

I have here the issues of Spotlight, published by American Youth 
for Democracy, in November 1944. The editorial board is: Editor, 
Claudia Jones (Claudia Jones is currently being deported from the 
United States for membership in the Communist Party), John Darr, 
Naomi Ellison, Martha Haven Fletcher, Charles Kellar, Bob Mce- 
Carthy are also on the Editorial Board. The managing editor is Leo 
Cooper. The business manager is Claire Hunt. The art editor is 
Leon Appel. 

In this publication, Miss Jones answers a serviceman named Herb 
Meltz, who wrote to her opposing the draft for the postwar Amer- 
ica, opposing universal military training for postwar America. 

Miss Jones wrote [reading]: 

Universal military training is part and parcel of our American democratic 
tradition. George Washington urged a similar kind of training, as FDR and 
our Army Chiefs of Staff have outlined. As Army Chief of Staff George Mar- 
shall put it today, the only kind of Army that has any place in our democratic 
society is one based on universal military training. 

In January of 1945, the Communist Party’s theoretical organ Poli- 
tical Affairs published an article by Carl Ross, who was listed as the 
executive secretary of the American Youth for Democracy. The 
article is entitled “Universal Military Training.” 

Mr. Ross said [reading]: 

Universal military training is a prime issue for the American youth in their 
organizations. Only the American Youth for Democracy has declared its un- 
equivocal and energetic support though an ever larger number of youth groups 
are being joined in the public discussion of this issue. Above all, the pacifist 
minority of the youth movements, egged on by the followers of Norman Thomas, 
must not be allowed to contend that they speak for all the youth. The initiative 
rightly belongs to those who speak for the majority opinion. 

Once the issue is raised, broad support will be forthcoming from wide circles 
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of the youth and student movement. Youth leaders should not make the mis- 
take of believing that this will be an unpopular question. On the contrary, any 
youth movement that hopes to work with and command the respect of the youth, 
particularly of the returning veterans, must register its stand in favor of uni- 
versal military training in unequivocal terms. 


This was during the war. When the war was over, the Soviet Union 
made very obvious its aggressive intent, and the Communist Se 
of the United States had a duty to the Soviet Union. This duty w 
to disrupt any preparation that the United States would make rv 
defend itself against Soviet aggression. 

The Communist Party issued a bulletin entitled “Stop the Milita- 
rization of the Young Generation,” subtitle “The Struggle Against 
Universal Military Training, UMT.” Immedi: itely, the Communist 
fronts began opposing universal military training. 

The American Youth for Democr: acy, in a statement issued Decem- 
ber 28, 1946, stated [reading]: 

We are convinced that universal military training is unnecessary, does not 
serve either the interest of national security or the welfare of the youth. 

The Young Progressives of America, at their convention in Phil- 
adelphia, in 1948, passed a resolution saying in part [reading]: 

We members of the Young Progressives of America oppose the draft and 
universal military training. We call for the immediate repeal of the draft. 

The National Youth Assembly Against UMT, with headquarters at 
38 Worth Street, New York, N. Y., was set up for the purpose of 
combating universal military training. 

The Labor Youth League is currently fighting against universal 
military training. At the Labor Youth League Convention, held in 
New York City, November 23 to 26, 1950, Leon Wofsy, national chair- 
man of the Labor Youth League, and national youth director of the 
Communist Party, stated [reading] : 

In putting forth our program of action in defense of youth needs against the 
militarization drive, the starting point is the call for all-out struggle during the 
coming session of Congress against universal military service, universal military 
training in any form, and any and every proposal for extension and expansion 
of the draft. 

An important point that we have to make here is the reason that 
these people are opposed to the draft and universal military training. 
They are opposed because it suits the needs of Russia. The Commu- 
nist Party, in the previously cited statement, Stop the militarization 
of the young generation, stated, “Communists are not pacifists and do 
not reject military training in principle.” They point to the civil war 
in Spain and World War II, and the Civil War in the United States 
in which they claim American Communists fought. 

The American Youth for Democracy, in a statement on the draft, 
put it in the following words [re: iding]: ‘ 

We reject the campaign for civil disobedience which is being sponsored by 
the League for Non-Violent Civil Disobedience and various pacifist groups. 
The league, led by A. Philip Randolph, bases itself in support of the war policy 
of the bipartisan Washington Coalition. It is against discrimination; but by 
supporting the war program of the Truman administration, they are weakening 
the struggle for Negro rights. The southern poll tax democrats and other re- 
actionary Democrats and Republicans who voted for the draft, the Marshall 
plan, ete., are the very same people who killed the anti-poll-tax and antilynching 
bills. A reactionary foreign policy goes hand in glove with a reactionary domestic 
policy. Jim Crow in the Army or any other aspect of American life will not 
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be smashed by those people who seek to stifle democracy at home and abroad. 

AYD does not base its opposition to the draft on pacifist grounds. We sup- 
ported it during the war; thousands of our members served in the armed forces. 
But we reject categorically the need for such measures today when there is 
no threat to the United States, and because it is an instrument through which 
American imperialism seeks to dominate the world. 

An important point to be made here is that this League for Non- 
Violent Civil Disobedience was asking young people to refuse to 
be drafted on the ground that there is Jim Crow in the United 
States Army. The Communist Party, which also opposes Jim Crow 
in the United States Army, would not allow their people to refuse 
to be drafted, because it is necessary for Communist Party members 
to enter the Army for purposes of disruption, and anything they say 
to the contrary is camouflage and deception. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Romerstein, have you any further information 
of possible interest to this committee ? 

Mr. Romersrern. Not at the moment, sir. 

Senator JennER. Thank you very much, Mr. Romerstein, for your 
courtesy in being with us today. 

(Thereupon, at 4:15 p. m., the subcommittee was recessed, to re- 
convene at the call of the Chair.) 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 1952 


Unirep Srares SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE INTERNAL Securtry Act AND Oruer INTERNAL 
Securiry Laws or tHe COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, in room 318, Senate Office 
Building, Senator Herbert R. O’Conor, presiding. 

Present : Senator O’Conor. 

Also present : Richard Arens, staff director; Mitchell M. Carter, 
Donald D. Connors, Jr., and Winton H. King, investigators. 

Senator O’Conor. The committee will be in order. 

The first order of business will be to swear in the witness. 

In the presence of Almighty God, do you swear the testimony you 
are about to give to the subcommittee of the Judici: iry C ommittee of 
the Senate will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Baxsr. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF SEYMOUR MEYER BAKST, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Senator O’Conor. Will you state your full name for the record? 

Mr. Baxsr. Seymour Meyer Bakst. 

Senator O’Conor. Give us your address. 

Mr. Baxst. 708 Peabody Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Arens For the record, will you kindly give us a brief résumé 
of your personal background, including your education and employ- 
ment since you have become an adult ? 

Mr. Baxsr. I was born in Brooklyn, N. Y., August 6, 1919. I went 
to elementary, junior, and high school in Brooklyn and went to C ity 
College in New York approximately in 1939. I was not gradu: ated 
from City College. Upon leaving City College, I participated in 
trade-union work in New York and was hired as an or ganizer for the 
International Printing Pressmen’s and Assistants’ Union, Local 447, 
AFL. 

I worked there for approximately 1 year and left that for general 
employment, getting a Job through Local 65, CIO. I worked in Ler- 
ner’s Stores, and for a brief time 1 worked with the foreign fund con- 
trol of the Secret Service and the Alien Property C ustodian’s Office. 
My job was to be a special officer for Agfa Ansco Corp., New York 
City, a German firm, until that was seized by the United States at the 
outbreak of the war. From there I came to Washington, D. C., and 
obtained employment. 
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Mr. Arens. When was it from the standpoint of chronology that 
you were with the Alien Property Custodian’s Office? 

Mr. Baxsr. I believe the dates were from December 4, 1941, through 
January 8, 1942. 

Mr. Arens. Go ahead with your employment. 

Mr. Baxst. From there I went to the Lerner’s Stores, and then to 
the Soviet Government Purchasing Commission in Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Arens. Approximately what date was that? 

Mr. Baxsr. March of 1942. I worked there until the summer of 
1943. I left there—in fact, I was discharged from there—in 1943 
and went to work for the French military mission on R Street. I was 
in charge of ordnance supplies for the French military mission. 

Mr. Arens. When you say R Street, you mean R Street in Wash- 
ington? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes. All my subsequent statements will be referring 
to Washington, D.C. I worked there until August 1944, when I left 
to do research with Richard Branston, known as Bruce Minton, on 
a book, on a biography of Herbert Hoover. 

I finished that work in late 1946 and went into business with my 
father and a disabled veteran in a launderette store on Fourteenth 
Street NW. 

Mr. Arens. You are presently engaged in the launderette business ? 

Mr. Baxst. Not at present. I am employed in the coin-operating- 
machine business, the difference being that a launderette is a store 
where people come in to use the machines, whereas in a coin-operating 
business we have washing machines in apartment houses. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly in like manner trace in chronological 
order the affiliations which you have had with Communist organi- 
zations ? 

Mr. Baxsr. I came in first contact with the Young Communist 
League, the Nellie Clark branch, in Brooklyn, N. Y., approximately 
February or March of 1938. 

I was recruited into the Young Communist League approximately 
August of 1938 and remained with the YCL continuously through that 
yeriod of time, with the brief exception of the time when I was hired 

y the foreign funds control of the Alien Property Custodian’s Office. 

Mr. Connors. Why do you say that was an exception to your mem- 
bership in YCL? 

Mr. Baxsr. At the time there was some hesitancy on the part of 
YCL as to whether or not I would be able to keep my job with the 
APC if I were a member of the YCL, so for expediency they dropped 
me from their membership rolls. 

Mr. Connors. Did you continue under the discipline of YCL? 

Mr. Baxst. No, sir; the period was too short. I was fired from 
Alien Property Custodian’s Office 2 weeks later. 

Mr. Connors. Will you continue to develop that? 

Mr. Baxsrt. I never did join the Communist Party. That is, I 
wasn’t asked into the Communist Party during the time with YCL. 

When I came to Washington to take a job with the Soviet Purchas- 
ing Commission, I was dropped from membership in the Young Com- 
munist League because of the fact that they did not want to embarrass 
the Soviet Purchasing Commission by having active YCL mem- 
bers working for them. 
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However, in its place a study group was formed where we received 
literature and contributed funds to a Miss Adele Smith, who we be- 
lieved was in contact with the Communist Party. 

When I left the Soviet Government Purchasing Commission, I then 
applied for membership in the Communist Party in Washington 
and was accepted into an open branch. I stayed with the Commu- 
nist Party from approximately 1943 rr 1945, when the Commu- 
nist Political Association was formed. I did my work with the 
American Youth for Democracy for a period of time. I still was a 
member * the Communist Party and the Communist Political Asso- 
ciation. I disassociated politically and socially from the Communist 
Party in 1948. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Bakst, can we, for the purpose of this record, 
divide your Communist Party affiliation into three phases—the YC :. 
the Communist Party itself, and the AYD—and discuss each one of 
those three phases in that order? 

Mr. Pane It is agreeable with me. 

Mr. Connors. Will you penne to tell the committee how you were 
first brought into the YCL? Tell us what the circumstances of your 
joining that organization were. 

Mr. Baxsr. I used to sing in the Clinton Avenue Congregational 
Church. I would practice a good deal at home, when one of the mem- 
bers of the Young Communist League asked me to come down and sing 
in the choral club of his organization. He was a neighbor of mine. 

Mr. Connors. Who was that person ¢ 

Mr. Baxsr. His name was William Bass. He was killed while serv- 
ing in the Navy. 

Mr. Connors. Continue. 

Mr. Baxsr. I went to attend their choral meetings and found that 
they were young people of my age and we had a common interest, and 
I became friex.dly with a great number of them. 

In August »f 1938 I was asked to join the YCL. I did that. The 
issues made i¢ very easy to recruit me in the organization. It was 
a question at chat time of stopping Hitler aggression. 

Also, they were engaged in campaigns or aid to Spain and also help- 
ing China in the fight against Japan. 

Mr. Coxnors. Was this choral group a branch or a subsidiary of 
the YCL, or was the fact that there were just YCL members in it ? 

Mr. Baxst. No; it was part of the YCL activity. They would meet 
in the YCL club headquarters and rehearse there, and entertain the 
YCLers at meetings or affairs held by the YCL. 

Mr. Connors. W hat was the basis of organization of the YCL in 
Brooklyn at that time ? 

Mr. Baxsr. It was a very broad base. In fact, the clubs themselves 
had hundreds of members. The club to which I belonged had approxi- 
mately 300 members. Young people could join the YCL if they had an 
agreement on any one point on the YCL’s program, and the program 
of the YCL was all-embracing. It would, for example, fight for better 
housing conditions, for job placements for the unemployed, for un- 
employment relief; on foreign affairs, it would fight against Hitler 
and Mussolini and the Mikado. 

On the home front it fought against segregation and against anti- 
Semitism and against anti-Catholicism. It fought for better houses 
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in the community and for parks and playgrounds. Therefore, the 
program could reach any young person having some kind of desires 
in those days. 

Mr. Connors. You testified that the section or branch of YCL to 
which you first belonged was a choral group. What other types of 
groups did they have in YCL at that time? 

Mr. Baxst. Being a member of the choral group did not exclude 
you from activity in other facets of the YCL work. The main activity 
of the youth in those days was to attend protest meetings, to sell the 
Daily Worker and the Young Communist Review, a magazine issued 
by the YCL; also, to raise funds for Spain. 

We used to go on the subway trains with little cans requesting con- 
tributions to aid the Spanish Medical Relief Organization that was 
formed in those days. 

Also, on the question of cementing friendship between the Soviet 
Union and the United States. We also participated in the election 
campaign of Israel Amter, who was running then in New York State 
for State office. 

Mr. Connors. Aside from the activities earried on generally by 
YCL membership, what was the organization of the YCL in Brook- 
lyn? By that I mean, were the clubs confined to a certain number of 
members, or were they organized on a geographical basis or basis of 
common interest, or what was the basis of organization ? 

Mr. Baxst. The clubs were divided in those days on the basis of 
geographical location. The Nellie Clark branch of the YCL worked 
in the East New York section of Brooklyn. When the club member- 
ship became so great that there could not be control of the rank-and- 
file members, they split it into a good number of other clubs, and in 
that manner they were able to have closer contact with the club 
members. 

In those days also the question of the united front was one of the 
policies of the YCL. They were willing to join any other organiza- 
tions in a common issue around a common cause, and in that way the 
YCL had great contact with other non-Communist youth in Brooklyn. 

There was some question Of cellar clubs, which is peculiar to Brook- 
lyn. That is, young people would rent a basement and furnish it with 
couches and tables and the boys could use it for social activities, and 
also it was a place in which they could form athletic clubs, and they 
used to meet on Sundays to play ball together. 

The police thought these were dens of iniquity and began to raid the 
clubs, and the YCL joined in the organization of a Cellar Club Federa- 
tion that hired legal counsel for work to free boys who were arrested, 
and also to have the city permit them to function as bona fide organ- 
izations in the community. 

Mr. Connors. Was it after you were in the YCL that you became 
aware that the YCL was actually a subsidiary of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Baxsr. Well, the function of the YCL was not directly con- 
nected with the Communist Party as such, but what would happen is 
that the leading members of the YCL were asked into the Communist 
Party, and it became their responsibility to carry out their activity 
within the YCL as a Communist Party responsibility. 
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As a result, ali policies and programs that were made in the YCL 
were initiated and brought to the YCL by these people on their direct 
instructions from the Communist Party. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have any knowledge with respect to financial 
transactions between the YCL and the C ommunist Party / 

Mr. Baxsr. Well, in those days there were none. The YCL was an 
entity within itself. It belonged to the Young Communist Interna- 
tional, and all funds—there weren’t too many funds, of course, but all 
funds were kept and used by the YCL. 

However, when the Communist Party entered into a campaign, YCL 
would use its funds to assist the Communist Party in whatever cam- 
paign might be in progress at the time. 

Mr. Connors. In other words, from time to time the Communist 
Party could draw on the funds of the YCL/ 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes, sir; they could. 

Mr. Connors. ‘To your knowledge did the YCL ever contact the 
Communst Party for speakers or for literature for use at meetings of 
the YCL? 

Mr. baxstr. Yes. We had many speakers from the Communist 
Party. In fact, one of the first speakers I ever heard was Clarence 
Hathaway, who was the editor of the Daily Worker at the time. 

Most literature outside of specific youth literature came from the 
Communist Party or International Publishers. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever personally contact the Communist 
Party to arrange for speakers or literature or anything of that sort 

Mr. Baxksr. No; at that time I was not in the top echelons of the 
YCL. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have any information with respect to mimeo- 
graph machines or printing presses that the YCL maintained / 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes. In 1939, when there was talk that the YCL might 

be illegalized in the United States, they went into a campaign to raise 
funds to buy mimeograph machines and paper so that they could still 
stay in business if an illegality should arise. 

I personally had two or three mimeograph machines stored in my 
attic until my father found out about it and had me remove them at 
once, 

Mr. Connors. Where did the money to purchase the mimeograph 
machines come from ? 

Mr. Baxsr. From the members themselves. 

Mr. Connors. Contributions of the members ? 

Mr. Baxsr. It was more than contributions. It came to a point 
where it was not voluntary. To cite a case, I had saved some money to 
get married. Word got around that I had $150, and the president of 
the club came over to see me and said, “You have a much more im por- 
tant responsibility to get mimeograph machines for the YCL,” and 
[ took the $150 and got two mimeograph machines for it. 

Mr. Connors. Were instructions given to members at YCL meet- 
ings with respect to the internation: il aims of the YCL? 

Mr. Baxsr. Not necessarily instructions. What the YCL did was 
organize classes outside of the general membership meetings. There 
were classes conducted by leaders of the district organization or even 
the national organization on different phases of theory and practice of 
the Communist Party and the role of the Young Communist League 


SS400— 52 5 





74 COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


Mr. Connors. What generally were the textbooks used in those 
courses ? 

Mr. Baxst. At that time the most popular was the history of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union which had just come into print 
in the United States. That was used as a text. 

Mr. Connors. What was the general purport of that text? 

Mr. Baxsr. It started out with the history of the background of the 
revolutionary movement: in Russia, and then it dwelt on Lenin’s 
struggle against Mensheviks and the development of the Bolshevik 
Party and their struggle in the war of 1905, and then it carried on 
through a theoretical chapter on the philosophy of Marxism-Leninism, 
and then carried through to the war and the revolution of February 
and November of 1917, and the development of communism in Russia. 

I think there was a summary of the entire book, in the last chapter. 

Mr. Connors. Then the final object of membership in the YCL was 
membership in the Communist Party; is that a correct statement of 
the facts? 

Mr. Baxst. That would be the object that the YCL would want. 
However, there were other important factors. It wasn’t necessarily 
a preparation for Communist Party membership, but it is axiomatic 
with communists that youth come to communism in different ways 
than adults do, and Lenin stated that the youth shall come to com- 
munism different from their parents. It was a training ground for 
the education of youth toward communism. 

Mr. Connors. Then the Communist Party hoped to draw out of the 
YCL a substantial number of recruits into the party ? 

Mr. Baxsr. Of course. Not only did they hope to draw, but most 
of the leaders today were former members of the YCL. 

Mr. Connors. Contrarywise, most of the leaders of YCL are also 
members of the Communist Party; is that correct ? 

Mr. Baxsrt. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. How did you come to get employment in the Soviet 
Government Purchasing Commission in Washington ? 

Mr. Baxst. I believe at that time I was working for Lerner’s Stores, 
in their warehouse in New York, and a friend of mine who was living 
in Washington, who was a former YCL’er told me that the Soviet 
Government Purchasing Commission was opening up a purchasing 
office here and they were looking for people. 

Mr. Connors. Who was that friend? 

Mr. Baxst. Arthur Ost. 

Mr. Connors. Where is Mr. Ost? 

Mr. Baxst. He is living in New York, I believe. 

Mr. Connors. To your knowledge, is he now a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Baxst. I couldn’t say. I haven’t seen him in 5 or 6 years. 

Mr. Connors. To your knowledge, was he ever a member of the 
Communist Part ? 

Mr. Baxst. No. I know he was a member of the YCL and worked 
for the Soviet Government Purchasing Commission and belonged to 
the same group I did. From the SGPC he went into the Army. 

Mr. Connors. When you began to work in the Soviet Government 
Purchasing Commission, you severed your membership in the Young 
Communist League ? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes. 
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Mr. Connors. What other activities of similar nature did you carry 
on while you worked for the Soviet Government Purchasing Com- 
mission ¢ 

Mr. Baxsr. We carried on no activities and attended no public 
meetings, but we would meet in peoples’ homes and get some literature 
and discuss current events, and the war, and we would also contribute 
funds we knew were going to the Communist Party. 

Mr. Connors. Was the general tenor of conversation and instruc- 
tion at these meetings along Communist Party lines? 

Mr. Baxst. Well, naturally the conclusions there were reached on 
the news and current events were Communist conclusions, but we had 
no outside people attending these meetings. They were simply 
meetings of the people who worked at the Soviet Government Purchas- 
ing Commission. 

Mr. Connors. All people who attended the meetings were also em- 
ployees of the Soviet Government Purchasing Commission ? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes; there couldn’t be anyone else there. 

Mr. Connors. Can you explain in some detail the circumstances 
which caused you to sever your relations with the Soviet Government 
Purchasing Commission ? 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes. I was the contact between these groups and the 
liaison for the Communist Party, who was Miss Adele Smith. We 
had the question of a tremendous turn-over of employees at the pur- 
chasing commission. The working conditions were abominable. For 
example, we would punch our time in, but we mesial punch no time 
out and receive no pay for overtime, and an organization was formed 
of Soviet Purchasing Commission employees there. It was a sort of 
company union affair. 

Word got around to the administrator of the Soviet Government 
Purchasing Commission that there were some people who were talking 
about joining a union. 

Mr. Connors. Who was the administrator at that time? 

Mr. Baxst. A Mr. Kouzin. He was a Russian. 

Mr. Connors. Go ahead. 

Mr. Baxst. He called me to his office and he told me that he had 
heard I was trying to organize a union in here and that he wanted my 
resignation. 

Just prior to that I had received a commendation from the general 
of the purchasing commission as an outstanding worker. I told Mr. 
Kouzin my main interest was in keeping things going correctly in 
the department. I was not interested in the union. 

He said he had heard, and arbitrarily told me to resign, which I did. 

Mr. Connors. His position unmistakably was that he did not want 
a labor union in the Soviet Government Purchasing Commission ? 

Mr. Baxst. Not a doubt about it. 

Mr. Connors. What were your duties in the Soviet Government 
Purchasing Commission ¢ 

Mr. Baxst. My job was to receive the priorities for material that 
was being purchased by the Russians through lend-lease and then 
to follow through, to find out when the shipments were going to be 
made; where they went to, and aboard what ship they were loaded, and 
if the ship was sunk, to reorder the same equipment again and follow 
through until it reached the Soviet Union. 
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Mr. Connors. Did you have employees working under your di- 
rection ¢ 

Mr. Baxsr. I was under the direct supervision of a Russian engi- 
neer, and I had two or three people in my office who worked on my 
reports. 

Mr. Connors. Who was the Miss Adele Smith whom you mentioned 
a few minutes ago? 

Mr. Baxsr. Adele Smith was simply made known to me as a repre- 
sentative of the Communist Party to whom I was to turn over money. 
She suddenly disappeared after about 3 or 4 months of contact, and 
my next contact was with Martin Chancy. 

Mr. Connors. Before we leave Adele Smith, she was not an em- 
ployee of the Soviet Government Purchasing Commission ? 

Mr. Baxsr. No, sir; she wasn’t. She was a representative of the 
Communist Party of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Connors. How did you get in touch with her? 

Mr. Baxst. I would meet her after work. 

Mr. Connors. How did you make the initial contact ? 

Mr. Baxsr. I didn’t. She made it with me. She met me one day 
when I came out of the office. She said, “You are Sy Bakst ?” 

I told her I was. She said, “Martin Chancy sent me down to see 
you.” 

Mr. Connors. Did you know Martin Chancy at the time? 

Mr. Baxstr. No. I asked Ost about that—he was working at the 
commission. He said, “Martin Chancy is a party functionary here 
and if she used the name, I guess it is all right.” 

Mr. Connors. So she actually accosted you on the street; that is 
what it amounts to? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. You said she dropped out of sight after some few 
months? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, she retired to a farm in Virginia. 

Mr. Connors. And then Martin Chancy took up the contact? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, sir; he contacted me. 

Mr. Connors. What funds would you pass along to Adele Smith 
and Martin Chancy ? 

Mr. Baxst. We would collect from each member $5 to $10; I am 
not sure whether it was a week or month. There were different groups 
like mine. I didn’t have contact with those groups, but I knew the 
group leaders and they would give me $50 or $60 each time. I would 
take all this money and turn it over to Adele Smith. 

Mr. Connors. What did that money represent ? 

Mr. Baxst. It represented our, I guess, pledge of loyalty to the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Connors. Did it represent Communist Party dues, as such? 

Mr. Baxst. No, sir. It was voluntary. You could give as much as 
you liked. 

Mr. Connors. Did Soviet nationals who worked at the Soviet Gov- 
ernment Purchasing Commission contribute to that fund? 

Mr. Baxst. No, sir. They weren’t aware of that organization. 
In fact, it was made known to us they didn’t want any organization to 
exist. 

Mr. Connors. Did they endorse your pledge of support to the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 
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Mr. Baxsr. They didn’t know. We didn’t discuss it with them. 

Mr. Connors. Where were you employed after you left the Soviet 
Government Purchasing Commission ? 

Mr. Baxst. At the French Milit: iry Mission. 

Mr. Connors. How did you come to get employment there? 

Mr. Baxst. I applied through an ad in the paper, I believe. 

Mr. Connors. How long did you work with the French Military 
Mission ? 

Mr. Baxst. A little better than a year, I believe. 

Mr. Connors. When was it that you joined the Communist Party 
here in Washington ? 

Mr. Baxstr. About the time I obtained employment at the French 
Military Mission. 

Mr. Connors. Soon after, almost immediately after, you left the 
Soviet Government Purchasing Commission; is that right? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. How did you make that contact to join the party? 

Mr. Baxst. I went to their office and told them that my name was 
Sy Bakst, and that 1 was a member of the YCL in Brooklyn, and 
they could check that. James Branca said he would. The next thing 
I knew I got a call to come to a meeting that was held on R Street in a 
hall, I think it was called Moses Home. 

Mr. Connors. About how long an interval would you say elapsed 
between your visit to the office and the call you received from James 
Branca ¢ 

Mr. Bast. Approximately 3 weeks or a month, 

Mr. Connors. So the local CP would have had ample time to 
check your membership in the YCL Brooklyn? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever learn whether they did in fact check 
your membership ? 

Mr. Baxst. No, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Can you just relate in some brief detail the various 
clubs of the Communist Party in Washington, D. C., to which you 
belonged ¢ 

Mr. Baxst. I belonged to the Neighborhood Club that was called 
the Petworth Club. That was a club that concentrated in the Georgia 
Avenue section, around Webster Street. 

Mr. Connors. Northwest? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, sir. I belonged to the CIO Club. That was a club 
that had members from the various C1O unions in it. 

Mr. Connors. What unions were represented in that club? 

Mr. Baxsrt. In the CIO Club? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Baxst. Cafeteria Workers Union. I think the United Office 
Professional Workers Union. Perhaps some others. I don’t re- 
member. 

Mr. Connors. What period of time would that be? 

Mr. Baxst. I would say around 1945 or 1946. 

Mr. Connors. Go ahead. 

Mr. Baxst. I also belonged to the Youth Club for a while that was 
being formed, and then I left the clubs to become the educational 
director of the Communist Party of Washington. I was still a mem- 
ber, of course, in fact, of the Petworth Club, but my main activity 
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was organizing classes and getting literature together for the different 
clubs and making up outlines of study. 

Mr. Connors. How long did that position continue? 

Mr. Baxst. Until 1946. 

Mr. Connors. Then what was the next step, Mr. Bakst? 

Mr. Baxsr. I then moved to Mount Rainier, Md. I became a 
member of the County Club. This was a club that was comprised of 
people who lived in Prince Georges and Montgomery Counties, and 
there we would meet to discuss the party’s role, literature, and pay 
dues. The club at that time decided it would support Wallace, who 
had come out and said he would work for or with the Progressive 
Party. 

Mr. Connors. Did you hold any office in the County Club? 

Mr. Baxsr. No, sir; I didn’t. 

Mr. Connors. How long did your affiliation continue with the 
County Club? 

Mr. Baxsr. About 6 months. 

Mr. Connors. Then what was the next step / 

Mr. Baxst. That is when difference arose between myself and the 
club and I dropped from club meetings. 

Mr. Connors. At what period of time did your work in the AYD 
enter into this picture ? 

Mr. Baxst. When I was a member of the Communist Party—I am 
vague on the year; I think it was in 1944—I was approached by some 
members of the city organization. I think it was Elizabeth Searle. 
She came up to me and said, “You just came out of the YCL a year 
orsoago. There is a new organization being formed in Washington. 
I would like for you to take over the responsibility of this new organi- 
zation that will be formed. There is a convention being held in New 
York. I would like you to go.” 

Mr. Connors. Before we go into the founding convention of the 
AYD, I wonder if you could list for us the names of the various 
Communist Party clubs which were then active in Washington, and 
the names of the people whom you recall as members of those clubs ¢ 

First of all, with respect to the names of the various clubs or sec- 
tions of the Communist Party in the Washington, D. C., area, was 
there such a club as the Benjamin Franklin Club? 

Mr. Baxsr. There was one, yes. 

Mr. Connors. What class of people generally belonged to the Ben- 
jamin Franklin Club? 

Mr. Baxsr. I think that was a printers’ club. 

Mr. Connors. How about the Civil Rights Club? 

Mr. Baxsr. I didn’t know that club. 

Mr. Connors. How about the Community Club? 

Mr. Baxsr. That was probably the club that worked in the different 
areas, like there was a Stanton Park and Petworth Community Club, 
and Northeast. There were three of them I knew of. 

Mr. Connors. How about the Frederick Douglas Club? 

Mr. Baxsr. I don’t know that club. 

Mr. Connors. The Foster Club? 

Mr. Baxst. The Foster Club was a club that was comprised in the 
main of members of the AFL. 

Mr. Connors. The Health Club? 
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Mr. Baxst. If I am not mistaken, the Health Club was a closed 
club. It consisted of professionals. Dr. Irving Winik might have 
been one of the members. 

Mr. Connors. Was that club composed in the main of doctors, 
nurses, and other people in that profession ? 

Mr. Baxst. I believe so; yes. 

Mr. Connors. Were there two or three clubs called industrial 
clubs? 

Mr. Baxsr. No, to my knowledge there was one industrial club. 
That was the CIO members. 

Mr. Connors. Was there a club known as the Krumbien Club? 

Mr. Baxsr. I don’t know that club. 

Mr. Connors. Was there a club known as the Elsie Smith Club? 

Mr. Baxst. I don’t know that club. 

Mr. Connors. Was there a club known as the Mid-City Club? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Who generally belonged to that? 

Mr. Bast. Just ordinary people, ‘housewives and people of that 
sort who would not fit into these other clubs. 

Mr. Connors. What was the significance of the name Mid-City 
Club? 

Mr. Baxst. They would meet and work in mid-city. I think they 
would concentrate on R Street where they sold ‘The Worker on 
Sundays. 

Mr. Connors. Was there a club known as Building Trades Club? 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes, sir. It was comprised of carpenters and other 
trades of that nature: pi ainters and so on. 

Mr. Connors. Let me suggest to you that the Building Trades 
Club might have been known as the Kr ‘umbien Club. 

Mr. Baxsr. Very possible. 

Mr. Connors. And that the Mid-City Club might have been known 
as the Elsie Smith Club. 

Mr. Baxstr. The chances are that the names might have changed 
subsequent to my membership. 

Mr. Connors. Was there a club known as the Rob Hall Club? 

Mr. Baxsr. That, I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. A club known as Newspaper Workers Club? 

Mr. Baxstr. I think there must have been because I know Dan 
Crystal was a member of some club, and he was in the newspaper 
field. 

Mr. Connors. Let me suggest to you that the Newspaper Workers 
Club generally was known as the Rob Hall Club. 

Mr. Baxst. I see. 

Mr. Connors. Does that refresh your mind at all? 

Mr. Baxst. No, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Was there a club known as Southeast Club? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Was that confined to the Southeast section of the 
city ? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, sir. As a matter of fact, I was a member of the 
Southeast Club for a few weeks. 

Mr. Connors. Was there a club known as the Students’ Club? 
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Mr. Baxst. Yes, sir. That was being formed when I left the party. 

Mr. Connors. Who generally belonged to that? 

Mr. Baxsr. Students of the different universities. 

Mr. Conors. Can you name some of the universities from which 
membership was drawn ? 

Mr. Baxsr. I know we had students from Howard University and 
George Washington University. Those two in the main are the only 
students I know of. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall how large the club was with respect 
to membership ? 

Mr. Baxst. No, sir. I believe that was a closed club and the mem- 
bers’ names were not divulged to us. 

Mr. Connors. Were you performing your duties as educational 
director at about the time that club was formed? 

Mr. Baxsr. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall a club known as the Herman Boettecher 
Club? 

Mr. Baxst. I know who Herman Boettecher was, but I didn’t know 
the club was named after him. 

Mr. Connors. Was there a Virginia Club, comprised of residents 
of Virginia? 

Mr. Baxst. I am sure there was. There was a Virginia organiza- 
tion. I don’t know whether or not the Virginia organization combined 
with the Washington, D. C. organization. 

Mr. Connors. Was there a Sam Banks Club? 

Mr. Baxst. I didn’t know that club. 

Mr. Connors. Was there a Railroad Club? 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes, sir; there was. 

Mr. Connors. Who generally were the members of the Railroad 
Club? 

Mr. Baxst. The waiters and porters of the railroads and railroad 
workers in general. 

Mr. Connors. Was the membership of the Railroad Club drawn 
from any particular railroad ? 

Mr. Baxst. No, sir; wherever they could get members from, usually 
among colored help. 

Mr. Connors. Among dining car workers and pullman porters ? 

Mr. Baxsrt. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Were there any members of that club who were also 
employees of the Pennsylvania Railroad ? 

Mr. Baxst. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall any of the railroads represented ? 

Mr. Baxsr. I don’t know any railroads. I recall people of the club. 
I think Mr. Richardson was a member of the club. He was a rail- 
roader. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall any others? 

Mr. Baxsrt. No, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall others? 

Mr. Baxst. As I remember, they were members of the CIO Club 
and then they were taken away from the CIO Club into another 
club. 

Mr. Connors. Let me suggest some names to you and ask you to 
comment on these particular individuals. Al Lannon. 
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Mr. Baxst. Albert Lannon was the State chairman of the Com- 
munist Party of Maryland and District of Columbia. 

Mr. Connors. Did you know him personally ? 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Connors. Elizabeth Searle. 

Mr. Baxst. Elizabeth Searle took James Branca’s position as the 
district chairman of the Communist Party of Washington. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know her personally to have been a Com- 
munist ? 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Doxey Wilkerson ? 

Mr. Baxsr. Doxey Wilkerson was a teacher at Howard University 
and later became educational director of the State organization of 
Maryland for the Communist Party, and then became a writer for 
the Daily Worker. I think he eventually became educational director 
for the Communist Party, if I am not mistaken. 

Mr. Connors. Dorothy and Al Blumberg? 

Mr. Baxsr. Dorothy and Al B lumberg— Al Blumberg was legisla- 
tive re presenti itive of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Connors. That is for national headquarters ? 

Mr. Baxsr. First for State, and later national. Dorothy is the wife. 
I don’t know what position she held in the party. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know both Blumbergs personally to have been 
Communists ? 

Mr. Baxsr. I attended meetings with them. I didn’t know them 
personally. 

Mr. Connors. James Branca? 

Mr. Baxsr. James Pasquale Branca was the District of Columbia 
chairman of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Connors. Did you attend meetings with Mr. Branca / 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes, sir; 1 did. 

Mr. Connors. Did you know a girl named Dorothy Strange? 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes, sir; I did. Dorothy came into the District and 
was working as a full-time employee of the Communist Party. I 
believe she was assisted then by Elizabeth Searle. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know where Dorothy Strange is now? 

ir. Baxsr. No, sir; I don’t. I know she is back in the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. Connors. You know she is now in the District ? 

Mr. Baxstr. Not at the present time. When I left the party she was 
in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Connors. She had no other employment except a full-time 
Communist Party functionary ? 

Mr. Baxsr. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. Casey Gurewitz ? 

Mr. Baxstr. Yes, I knew Casey. He was literature director of the 
Communist Party and held various and sundry positions in the party, 
club president, educational director, literature director, and any job 
that they needed someone to fill. 

Mr. Connors. Let me ask you with respect to Morris Chansky. 

Mr. Baxst. He is a painter, and to my knowledge was a member of 
the Trades Club. 

Mr. Connors. Of the Communist Party ¢ 
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Mr. Bast. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. In Washington, D.C. ? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Is he still in the District? 

Mr. Baxst. I believe he is. 

Mr. Connors. Let me ask you if Casey Gurewitz and James Branca 
are still in the District of Columbia ? 

Mr. Baxst. To my knowledge, they either live in the District or 
the adjacent area. 

Mr. Connors. Travis Hedrick ? 

Mr. Baksr. I knew of Travis Hedrick, but I didn’t know if he was a 
party member. 

Mr. Connors. How did you know Travis Hedrick? 

Mr. Baxsr. I met Travis Hedrick through Bruce Minton when I 
went to work for Bruce. He introduced him to me on the Hill here. 

Mr. Connors. Did you know Bruce Minton as a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Baxstr. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge and belief, was Travis 
Hedrick a member of the Communist Party when you met him through 
Bruce Minton? 

Mr. Baxsr. Let me put it this way: I was informed that Travis 
Hedrick was a member of the city committee, of which I was a mem- 
ber, but I don’t ever recall seeing him there. 

Mr. Connors. Sally Peek? 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes, Sally Peek was a member of the city committee 
with me. She was a member of the CIO Club. 

Mr. Connors. Is she still in the District of Columbia? 

Mr. Baxsr. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Gertrude Rinis? 

Mr. Baxsr. Gertrude Rinis was a member of the Northwest Club 
with me. 

Mr. Connors. Is she still in the District of Columbia ? 

Mr. Baxst. I believe she is. 

Mr. Connors. Was Irving Studenberg a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Connors. Is he still in the District of Columbia? 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. What is his occupation ? 

Mr. Baxst. He was a printer, but I understand he has now gone 
into the launderette business. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Louis Tuckman? 

Mr. Baxst. Louis Tuckman? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes. I do know Louis Tuckman. He was a member 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Connors. What is his occupation ? 

Mr. Baxsr. He is a builder, or he works in the building trade. He 
is an owner of some construction company. 

Mr. Connors. Is he still in the District of Columbia ? 

Mr. Baxst. To my knowledge, he is. 

Mr. Connors. Roy Hudson Wells? 











COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 83 


Mr. Baxst. I knew Roy Hudson Wells. I don’t know if he is still 
in the District, though. 

Mr. Connors. Was he a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know a man by the name of William Johnson ? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes. He was a member of the city committee of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know a man named Frank Nassis? 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes, I know Frank Nassis. 

Mr. Connors. What is your observation concerning Frank Nassis? 

Mr. Baxsr. You mean politically ? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Baxsr. I know he is a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Connors. How do you know that ? 

Mr. Baxsr. He attended party meetings and I have a right to assume 
he was a party member. One of the problems that arises is that we 
don’t know whether a man carries a Communist card or is coming up 
io visit, but I have seen Frank Nassis at party meetings and assumed he 
was a member. 

Mr. Connors. You would assume because he attended so many meet- 
ings he was a member ? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Is Frank Nassis a waiter by profession ? 

Mr. Baxst. I believe he is. 

Mr. Connors. Is he still residing in the District of Columbia? 

Mr. Baxsr. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know a woman by the name of Evelyn 
Robbins? 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes, I do; very well. 

Mr. Connors. Was Evelyn a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Bast. She was, but has left the Communist Party. 

Mr. Connors. What is her occupation ? 

Mr. Baxst. She is a housewife. 

Mr. Connors. Where is she residing now ? 

Mr. Baxst. In Boston, Mass. 

Mr. Connors. You mentioned Dr. Irving Winik a few moments ago. 
Can you elucidate on the comment you made at that time? 

Mr. Baxst. Well, I saw Dr. Winik at many mass meetings of the 
Communist Party, that is, meetings held at the National Press Club, 
and word got around, I assume that he was a member of the Communist 
Party, but I never attended any club meetings with him. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know a man named Al Sherman? 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Connors. Was Al Sherman a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Baxst. I don’t know. I met him. In fact, I went to him for 
employment at one time, and I assumed at the time he was a member of 
the Communist Party, but I never attended any meetings with him. 

Mr. Connors. Why did you make that assumption, Mr. Bakst ? 

Mr. Baxst. Why did I assume he was a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Baxst. At that time I had difficulty getting employment. It 
was right after I left the Soviet Government Purchasing Commission, 
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and the Communists referred me to him. He was working for some 
foreign government as publicity director. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall which foreign government? 

Mr. Baxkst. One of the Scandinavian, but I don’t know which one it 
was. 

Mr. Connors. Is he still in the District of Columbia, to your know- 
ledge ? 

Mr. Baxst. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know a woman named Rose Anderson, or 
Mrs. John Anderson ? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, I know the Andersons. 

Mr. Connors. Was Mrs. John Anderson a member of the Commu- 
nist Party? 

Mr. Baxst. I don’t know, but we used her farm for affairs of the 
AYD. 

Mr. Connors. Where was her farm located ? 

Mr. Baxsr. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Connors. Was it close to the District of Columbia ? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, within a half hour of travel. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know a woman named Lillian Benjamin ? 

Mr. Baxsr. I know of her. I believe she is the wife of Herbert 
Benjamin, former leader of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Connors. Is Lillian Benjamin a former member of the Commu- 
nist Party? 

Mr. Baxst. She was an inactive member in 1946. In fact, a dis- 
cussion was held at the time as to whether we should retain her in the 
Communist Party or drop her. 

Mr. Connors. What was the reason for her inactive status? 

Mr. Baxsr. There were many reasons given by the leaders of the 
Communist Party. They felt she had a good position as manager of 
an apartment house and she wouldn’t want to do any work for that 
reason. 

Mr. Connors. Was Herbert Benjamin in good standing with the 
party when you were a member / 

Mr. Baxsr. I don’t know whether in good standing, but he wasn’t in 
good favor. 

Mr. Connors. Did you know a woman named Tilla Minowitz? 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes; I did know her. 

Mr. Connors. Was she a member of the Communist Party while 
you were 4 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes; she was. 

Mr. Connors. What was her occupation / 

Mr. Baxsr. She wasa housewife. She was married to Sol Minowitz. 
He died, and she took over that business. 

Mr. Connors. A printing business / 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes. I believe that Tilla Minowitz is out of the country 
now. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know a woman named Sophie Rich? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes; I believe I was in a northwest club with her. 

Mr. Connors. What was her occupation at the time? 

Mr. Baxsr. I don’t know. 

Mr. Conners. Do you know if she is in the District ? 

Mr. Baxsrt. No, sir. 
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Mr. Connors. As educational director of the Washington, D. C., 
Communist Party, what were your principal duties / 

Mr. Baxst.'It was my responsibility to organize classes for the 
different clubs; get the proper type of literature for these clubs, and 
to get literature distributed to the various clubs. Also to obtain teach- 
ers and speakers for the clubs that were having classes. 

Mr. Connors. Did you know any members of the Communist Party 
who were employed by the Federal en 2 

Mr. Baxsr. No, sir; | wouldn’t know that, because that was under 
the close supervision - the very top leaders; namely, people, like Al 
Lannon, or possibly Jimmie Branca. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know as a matter of fact that there were Com- 
munist Party clubs in the District of Columbia whose membership 
consisted exclusively of those people who worked for the Federal 
Government ¢ 

Mr. Baxsr. I didn’t know it as a positive fact. I assumed on the 
basis of certain things that would transpire as educational director. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever prepare literature for shipment to such 
clubs ¢ 

Mr. Bakst. I prepared literature for shipment to such clubs. 

Mr. Connors. As educational director, how did you prepare litera- 
ture for shipment to the various clubs within the District ? 

Mr. Baxsr. I would meet with the presidents of the clubs at a club 
presidents’ meeting and determine about how much could be sold of 
particular pamphlets. Then I would bundle up that literature and 
mark on top of each bundle the name of the club, make a receipt for it, 
and get payment in return for it when they sold it. 

Mr. Connors. About how many club presidents generally attended 
these meetings ? 

Mr. Baxsr. Anywhere from 6 to 10. 

Mr. Connors. Did you have any other outlets for your literature? 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes. On occasion the chairman of the Communist 
Party of Maryland would ask me to prepare a bundle of literature and 
leave it with his name on it. 

Mr. Connors. Who was that individual? 

Mr. Baxst. Al Lannon. 

Mr. Connors. What was the ultimate destination of that bundle of 
literature ? 

Mr. Baxsr. It went to some secret club, the nature of which I was 
not informed. 

Mr. Connors. It was your assumption that Al Lannon transmitted 
the literature to that particular type of club? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. How often did these requests occur? 

Mr. Baxsr. Once every 2 weeks. 

Mr. Connors. Was it your impression that there was only one such 
club in the District ? 

Mr. Baxst. It would seem kind of unwieldy just for one club, be- 

cause I would package as much as 50 or 60 pieces of literature in a 
bundle. 

Mr. Connors. Can you estimate from the size of the bundles you 
prepared for Al Lannon how many members were in the club, or clubs, 
to which he delivered the literature ? 
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Mr. Baxst. An estimate based upon no actual knowledge is about 
50 people. 

Mr. Connors. There would be about 50 people in this club or in 
these clubs. 

Mr. Baxst. In various types of clubs. 

Mr. Connors. And the total number of these clubs might have been 
one, two, or three ? 

Mr. Baxsr. It might be any number of clubs, depending on how 
they were organized. 

Mr. Connors. Was there talk or gossip in the open Communist 
Party as to the existence of the Government clubs in Washington ¢ 

Mr. Baxsr. That type of talk wouldn’t be tolerated. Anybody who 
raised questions or asked questions would be suspect as an informer or 
an operator of the FBI or some other agency. 

Mr. Connors. I realize that would be true, but despite that, was 
there any such gossip ? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes; there was. 

Mr. Connors. What was the general consensus of opinion brought 
out by this gossip ¢ 

Mr. Baxstr. The Communist Party officially said they would not 
accept Government workers into the Communist Party. However, 
it was the opinion of many, including myself, that there must be some 
kind of connection with Government workers, and I believe that they 
might have been set up in the same manner that they were set up in 
our work in the Soviet Government Purchasing Commission. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Bakst, how did it come about that you were 
appointed to be in charge of the AYD in the District of Columbia? 

Mr. Baxsr. I was called in a meeting with Elizabeth Searle, and she 
said, “In view of the fact that you have had youth experience, we 
would like you to attend a convention that is going to be held in New 
York for the establishing of a broad youth organization ?” 

Mr. Connors. Did you attend that convention ? 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Connors. Will you tell the committee what transpired there? 

Mr. Baxst. We attended the convention in New York City where 
a large number of people, mainly from the YCL, came together to 
discuss the need for a new and broader youth organization. From 
my evaluation, based upon attending hundreds of meetings of Com- 
munist organizations, I could see the meeting was already well pre- 
pared and officers were already informed who would hold what 
positions. 

There were a few speeches and then nominations from the floor. 
But the nominations were made and seconded by top leaders of the 
YCL. These officers were voted on and unanimously approved as tem- 
porary officers of the new American Youth for Democracy organiza- 
tion that was formed. 

Mr. Consors. Would it be a fair statement of the facts then to say 
that the YCL simply changed its name to AYD and retained essen- 
tially the same membership it had as YCL? 

Mr. Baxstr. The bulk of the membership was former YCLers and 
the only difference was that the new leadership were people unknown 
to me in YCL activities, but I can assume oun some contact with 


these people they must have been very close to the YCL before that. 
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Mr. Connors. What were the reasons given for the creation of the 
AYD? ; 

Mr. Baxst. The reasons given for the dissolution of the Young 
Communist League, was that the Y oung Communist League no longer 
served the needs of the young people in view of the fact we were in 
a wartime situation, and a new and broader type of organization was 
necessary to help expedite the war, and that the Young Communist 
League was too narrow an organization to do that in view of the fact 
that the Young Communist “League was a Marxist-Leninist youth 
organization and it had to be replaced by a much broader organization 
that would accept any youths who were willing to work for the inter- 
ests of the war. 

Mr. Connors. Would you describe the AYD as a Marxist-Leninist 
youth organization ? 

Mr. Baxsr. The AYD? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Baxsr. No, sir; not at its inception, I wouldn't. 

Mr. Connors. Was the AYD at its inception under the control of 
the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Baxst. It was under the control of many former leaders of the 
YCL and, therefore, we can assume that the Communist Party gave 
these people instructions on how to function in this new organization. 

Mr. Connors. At the founding convention of the AYD did you see 
people whom you knew to be members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Connors. Approximately how many people? 

Mr. Baxsr. As a case in point, the three delegates from Washing- 
ton, D.C. There was Walker Baker, Camille Schweiger, and myself, 
who were all members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Connors. Is that generally true with respect to the delegations 
from the other cities ¢ 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes. The delegation from Baltimore was headed by 
Selma Weiss, who was a member of the State committee of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Connors. Actually the founding convention of the AYD was 
completely dominated by the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Baxsr. In my opinion, I believe it was. 

Mr. Connors. And the infant AYD was cradled by the Communist 
Party ! 

Mr. Baxst. It was actually proposed by and the organization was 

sated by the Communist Party through its members in the YCL 

Mr. Connors. Then it was founded simply as an expedient by the 
Communist Party to do something which the YCL might not be able 
to do; is that correct ? 

Mr. Baxst. Exactly correct. The YCL could not keep its member- 
ship any longer, because its best leaders were drafted into service and, 
therefore, they became a very narrow, practically a defunct organi- 
zation. Asa matter of fact, here in Washington there was no YCL to 
speak * 

Mr. Connors. Actually, the real reason for founding the AYD 
was to further the Communist Party aims and purposes; is that 
true ? 

Mr. Baxst. That is true, by getting in closer contact with a larger 
strata of youth. 
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Mr. Connors. Can you name some of the people who took leading 
parts in the AYD convention ? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, sir. Carl Ross, Naomi Ellison, Bob McCarthy. 
I believe Winifred Norman. 

Mr. Connors. Were those individual members of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Baxst. To my knowledge, Carl Ross was. Naomi Ellison, I 
don’t know. Selma Weiss was a member of the State committee in 
Maryland. 

Mr. Connors. Was Winifred Norman a member of the Communist 
Party, to your best knowledge ? 

Mr. Baxst. No, sir; I don’t know. 

_ Mr. Connors. When and where was the founding convention of the 
AYD held? 

Mr. Baxsrt. In a hotel in New York, in either 1944 or 1945. 

Mr. Connors. What were your duties with respect to your position 
as leader of the AYD in Washington, D. C.? 

Mr. Baxst. My first responsibility was to get as many young people 
into the American Youth for Democracy as possible. We used the 
Communist Party headquarters mimeograph machine to make leaflets, 
and we distributed some of the leaflets inviting young people to our 
meetings. These leaflets were distributed at Howard University. We 
had leaflet distribution at Fourteenth and Irving Streets NW. We 
received a list of names of people who were former YCL’ers and in- 
vited them to this meeting. 

We then organized a meeting and told these people our aims and as 
to the new organization and asked them to join. We had several 
social affairs and found that we weren’t as successful as we had 
anticipated. 

Then our organization in Washington began to be used as a contact 
for delegations that would be coming down here so we could bring 
them around to the proper agencies and the proper people when they 
did come. 

Mr. Connors. What would you say was the top membership of the 
AYD in Washington, D. C.? 

Mr. Baxst. By membership, you mean people who actually paid 
50 cents to sign a card ? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Baxstr. We had about 70, but as far as active members, that 
is, participating members in the or ganization, probably 10. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have any estimate of the total membership 
of the AYD ona national scale ? 

Mr. Baxsr. No, sir; I don’t. 

Mr. Connors. Where were the social affairs which you mentioned 
a minute ago held? 

Mr. Baxstr. We held our dances at the home of a Mrs. Baker on 
Kenawa Street. 

Mr. Connors. Can you identify her further? 

Mr. Baxsr. I believe her name is Regina Baker. 

Mr. Connors. Her residence is where? 

Mr. Baxsr. Kenawa Street, off Connecticut Avenue, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

‘Mr. Connors. Was she a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Baxsr. No, sir; she was not. 
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Mr. Connors. How did you arrange for the dance to be held at her 
wer eé 

Mr. Baxsr. Her son was a member of the Communist Party and 
was a member of the AYD. 

Mr. Connors. What was his name? 

Mr. Baxstr. Walker Baker. 

Mr. Connors. Is Walker Baker still in the District of Columbia? 

Mr. Baxst. No, sir: he is not. 

Mr. Connors. What is his occupation ? 

Mr. Baxstr. The last time I heard from him he was going to school 
under the GI bill. 

Mr. Connors. Whereabouts ? 

Mr. Baxsr. In Brooklyn, N. Y., I think to Brooklyn College. 

Mr. Connors. Is that where he is at the present time? 

Mr. Bakstr. No, sir. He mentioned something about going to Eu- 
rope. I don’t know if he is still ir this country or in Europe. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Bakst, did you ever know an individual named 
Leon Wofsky ¢ 

Mr. Baksr. Not personally, but I knew of him as being a leader 
of the YCL in the New England States. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Bakst, we have previous testimony to the effect 
that the following individuals were members of the American Youth 
for Democracy at or shortly after the founding convention. 

First, let me suggest Robert ‘Thompson, and let me ask for com- 
ment concerning him. 

Mr. Baxstr. Bob Thompson was a member of the Lincoln Brigade, 
was a member of the National Committee of the Communist Party 
and was a leader of the YCL, to my knowledge. 

Mr. Connors. The second name is that of Naomi Ellison. 

Mr. Baxstr. 1 didn’t know Naomi Ellison until after the conven- 
tion when she became a leader of the American Youth for Democracy. 

Mr. Connors. Did you know her as a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Baxstr. No, sir: I did not. 

Mr. Connors. We have previous testimony to the effect that Wini- 
fred Norman was vice chairman of the American Youth for Democ- 
racy shortly after its infeeption. 

Mr. Baxst. That is correct. I do not know her as a Communist. 
[ knew her personally. She stayed at my home for several trips down 
here. I have no reason to doubt that she was, in the jargon of the 
Communists, very progressive and probably a member of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Connors. That is, from her general conduct and conversation, 
it would not be an unfair assumption to say she acted like a member 
of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Baxsr. If that could be classified in that manner, I believe it 
would be correct. 

Mr. Connors. To your best knowledge was Carl Ross the executive 
secretary of the AYD? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. And you have already commented on Carl Ross, have 
you not ? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Connors. Mr. Bakst, what subsidiary or affiliated organization 
did the AYD set up in Washington, D.C.? 

Mr. Baxst. One of the most effective was the Sweethearts of Ser- 
vicemen. 

Mr. Connors. How did that organization operate? 

Mr. Baxsr. The Sweethearts of Servicemen were wives and sweet- 
hearts of men in the service, and in view of the fact that the main ac- 
tivity of the AYD in Washington was social, many of these women 
felt they did not want to participate on a social basis with club mem- 
bers because of their marital status, so they would go to various hos- 
— and bring cigarettes and write letters for these servicemen in 
10spitals. 

Mr. Connors. That certainly seems a worthy activity and I won- 
der if you can explain how the Communist Party benefitted from it? 

Mr. Baxst. It was the intent of the AYD to have these veterans 
when they were discharged from hospitals to establish a closer rela- 
tionship with the American Youth for Democracy. 

Mr. Connors. And to be drawn into the AYD and perhaps ulti- 
mately into the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Baxsr. That would be the object of the Communist members 
working in the AYD, but in many cases it was an honest endeavor on 
the part of young wives to help disabled veterans. 

Mr. Connors. Were there other subsidiary organizations which 
come to your mind now ? 

Mr. Baxsr. Not offhand; no, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Would it be a fair statement of fact to say that there 
were many members of the AYD who were not Communists and who 
were not Communist sympathizers ? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes; I think it would be a very fair statement to make, 
and one that would justify the membership of many people in the 
AYD. It was prohibited, for example, to have any Young Commu- 
nist League literature in the AYD. 

These people joined it because they felt it was an outlet for their 
energies, and, further, that they could help in the war effort by being a 
part of a large organization. 

Mr. Connors. What is your appraisal of the magazine, Spotlight, 
which, I understand, was the official organ of the AYD? 

Mr. Baxsr. Spotlight was an organ of the AYD. It had many 
guest writers who were non-Communists, but it was controlled and the 
editorial staff were in the main former YCLers and even some Com- 
munists. 

Mr. Connors. Then the publication of Spotlight was simply an- 
other attempt to bring the general membership of the AYD around 
to the Communist way of thinking; is that true? 

Mr. Baxst. Ina very subtle manner; yes. 

Mr. Connors. Now, Mr. Bakst, can you call to mind at the present 
time any other examples of how the Communist Party here in the 
District of Columbia tried to make its presence felt through other 
organizations which it might infiltrate or which it might actually 
found and set up for that purpose ? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, sir. The Communist Party would join in any type 
of activity that would bring it closer to large masses of people, and 
this activity had any kind of justification for its existence, namely, 
these colored organizations that wanted to have colored bus drivers. 
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It joined to have people allowed to use am pools on a non- 
segregated basis. It joined, as an example, in the Committee for the 
Abolition of Segregation in the Recreational Facilities. ciel 

The method by which the Communists worked in the organization 
was, firstly, not to capture the organization itself, but to send in 
numbers of people who were experienced in Communist work who 
would go in the organization as rank and file members and then win 
the confidence of the members and, in that way, were able to inject 
Communist policies into those organizations and yet not be ostracized 
as Communists. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Bakst, can you comment briefly upon the gen- 
eral methods the Communist Party employs in order to capture the 
youth of America ? 

Mr. Baxsr. In view of the fact that the youth of America are the 
second most important group of people that the Communists con- 
centrate on 

Mr. Connors. That is by the admission of the CP? 

Mr. Baxsr. Yes, sir; the first, of course, being the industrial work- 
ers—they will use any method that will produce results, 

If it requires organizing a choral group; if it requires organizing an 
athletic club; if it requires serving youth in any one of its needs, 
education or work, the Communist Party will work in these organi- 
zations. 

They have no set pattern. They will adopt any method that is re- 
quired at the time that they are concentrating in any given area. 

Mr. Connors. What would be your advice to a young man or young 
woman who is contemplating membership in one or several of these 
organizations? How would they know whether or not the organiza- 
tion is a Communist-dominated or Communist-infiltrated organiza- 
tion? How could they find out ? 

Mr. Baxst. That is a very difficult question to answer because the 
Communists act in so many varied and sundry ways, that to say to a 
young person, “Look for this or that” could not possibly protect him 
from being duped into some Communist organization. 

I say this: That Communists will go into any organization that has 
any potentiality and even though the organization may be completely 
opposed to communism, the Communists will work in that organ- 
ization. 

In New York, for example, Communists were even working in 
Father Coughlin’s Christian Front organization. 

Mr. Connors. What is the central thread or the central trend of 
thought that runs through all youth organizations which are con- 
trolled by the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Baxsr. In the guise of extending democracy, they will con- 
stantly talk of the Soviet Union as a champion of democracy or the 
countries behind the iron curtain as being champions of democracy. 

Further, they will fight for civil rights regardless of what the con- 
ditions are objectively for the obtaining of these rights. 

They will constantly strive for high wages. They will constantly 
support trade-unions. i 

In the main, they will take the best modes of American life upon 
themselves as the criteria of their organization, always with the object 
of getting people close to the Communist movement. 
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Mr. Connors. Is it a fair statement to say that any organization 
or any youth organization which consistently and constantly upholds 
the Soviet Union as a champion of democracy is, in fact, a Commu- 
nist organization ? 

Mr. Baxsr. It would be fair to say that they should be suspect of 
being influenced by Communists or a Communist organization. 

Mr. Connors. Now, Mr. Bakst, when and why did you leave the 

Communist Party ? 
_ Mr. Baxsr. In 1946 T encountered some of the activities of the 
Communists and disagreed with them ; namely, the financial maneuver- 
ing on the basis of these financial deals being secret due to the fact 
of the danger of its being known to the enemies of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Connors. Can you relate some instances in detail in which you 
found a financial transaction suspect ? 

Mr. Baxstr. Yes, sir. I was responsible for the finances of a mass 
meeting held at the National Press Club. When the meeting was over 
I turned over to one of the leaders some $1,100 and when the report 
was given at a subsequent meeting of the Communist P arty, it was 
reported that $600 was turned over. When I asked what happened 
to the other $500 they said it was used for other needs and they couldn’t 
discuss it. 

Mr. Connors. When was that meeting held, Mr. Bakst ? 

Mr. Baxst. In 1946. 

Mr. Connors. What was the occasion ¢ 

Mr. Baxst. I am not certain, but I think it was one of the perennial 
Soviet-American friendship meetings. 

Mr. Connors. Who was the official to whom you turned over the 
money ¢ 

Mr. Baxsr. Either to Elizabeth Searles or William Taylor. 

Mr. Connors. What explanation did that individual have for the 
deficit ? 

Mr. Baxst. No explanation was given other than the fact they 
needed the money for something else . 

Mr. Connors. Then you assumed that the money was diverted to 
some clandestine purpose; is that correct? 

Mr. Baxst. Sir, at that time I assumed that the money was mis- 
appropriated. 

Mr. Connors. You assumed that the money was embezzled, in plain 
language ? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Any other financial transaction in the same category ? 

Mr. Baxst. Yes, sir. William Taylor bought himself an ‘auto- 
mobile with CP funds—I believe the money was willed to the Commu- 
nist Party by someone. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall in whose will that bequest was made? 

Mr. Baxsrt. I believe it was by a non-Communist. I don’t know 
the name of the party who left the money. But, to elaborate further, 
that was not the only thing. I began to raise serious questions as to 
the honesty of the Communist Party politically when I saw that the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union was not carrying out policies 
that were democratizing Europe, but rather they were beginning to 
militarize it and take it over. 














COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 93 


I further disagreed with the Communist Party in its role in sup- 
port of Henry Wallace. I felt the Communist Party was not carry- 
ing 8 the principles that they had pledged themselves to carry out. 

Mr. Connors. How active was the Communist Party on behalf of 
the Progressive Party? That is, Henry Wallace’s s party ? 

Mr. Baxsr. In the areas where the Communist Party had no con- 
nection with other organizations, they devoted their full time and 
energies to the Progressive Party. I speak specifically of my own 
club in Maryland, where all Communists were asked to go out and 
get signatures to a petition to put Henry Wallace on the ballot. I 
objected to going out. And my final break with the party was my 
objection to a petition for obtaining signatures against the Ober bill. 

Mr. Connors. What is your present attitude toward communism, 
Mr. Bakst ? 

Mr. Baxsr. I am glad you asked me that question, in view of the 
fact that it has had very serious repercussions upon myself and my 
family, and has even involved innocent people, namely, my mother, 
my father, and my sister 

Mr. Connors. Your father, mother, and sister were never members 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Baxsr. They were opposed completely and always have been 
opposed to any of my activities in the C ommunist or ganizations. 

For nearly a decade I participated in youth work and adult work 
in the Communist P arty and the Young Communist Le: ague and have 
found that the organization is not an organization in the best interest 
of the American people and, if anything, would subjugate the Ameri- 
can people to a foreign government. 

I, therefore, completely divorced myself from any interest or think- 
ing with the Communist Party and pledged myself to try to win 
back my rights as an American by being a good American within the 
confines of our own Government. 

Mr. Connors. Now, Mr. Bakst, alihough you appeared here under 
subpena, I think the record should show that you were a willing witness 
and expressed a desire to appear without a subpena. I think the 
record should also show that the committee’s subpena was issued as a 
matter of form rather than as a matter of necessity. Is there any- 
thing further that you would like to say at thi is time? 

Mr. Baxsr. Just one other thing. I would very much like to assist 
this committee in any way possible. The only thing I would request 
of the committee is that if hearings are to be held they be held in 
executive session. It would be beneficial not only to me but my father, 
who has been affected in his business and socially by my activities 
when my name was publicized in the newspapers recently, and as a 
result of it he has lost some accounts as well as some friends. 

Also, he is a very ill man and could not stand any more notoriety. 
And, finally, may I since rely thank this committee for the very kind 
and fair manner in which I have been treated. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Bakst, the committee wants to express its deep 
appreciation for your appearance and for your testimony. 

You will be released from your subpena. 

(Thereupon, at 12:25 p. m., the hearing was concluded.) 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1952 


Unrrep States SENATE, 
Suscommirrer To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Security Act 
AND OrHer INTERNAL Securitry Laws 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE J UDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10 a. m., in room 457, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Arthur V. Watkins presiding. 

Present: Senator Watkins. 

Also present: Richard Arens, staff director; Frank W. Schroeder, 
professional staff member ; John F. Miller, professional staff member ; 
and Edward R. Duffy, investigator. 

Senator Warxkrns. The committee will be in session. 

Will you raise your right hand, Mr. Cvetic? You do solemnly 
swear the testimony you are about to give in the matter now pending 
before this subcommittee of the Judiciary Committee of the Senate 
of the United States will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Cvertc. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MATTHEW CVETIC, WILLIAM PENN HOTEL, 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Mr. Arens. Would you kindly identify yourself by name, residence, 
and occupation ? 

Mr. Cvetic. My name is Matthew Cvetic. I live at the William 
Penn Hotel in Pittsburgh, Pa. I am a consultant with the United 
States Department of Justice. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Cvetic, will you give us a brief résumé of your 
early life, from the standpoint of your education and previous occupa- 
tions ¢ 

Mr. Cvetic. I was born in Pittsburgh, Pa.; educated at St. Mary’s 
Parochial School in Pittsburgh; attended St. Vincent’s College Pre- 
paratory, Latrobe, Pa. 

From 1927 until the present time, my occupational history included 
clerical and sales work up until 1937, at which time I was employed 
as a placement interviewer with the Pennsylvania State Employment 
Service and the United States Employment Service. 

I continued in this capacity until December of 1945. In April of 
1941 I was requested by the Federal Bureau of Investigation to vol- 
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unteer my services, and the job they requested me to do was to join 
the Communist Party and supply the FBI with information on the 
activities of the Communist Party in the United States. 

Mr. Arens. Did you do so? 

Mr. Cveric. I accepted this assignment and actually joined the 
Communist Party in February of 1943. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you join the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cvertc, I joined the Communist Party at the Fifth Avenue 
High School in Pittsburgh, Pa., having been recruited by Elizabeth 
Gurley Flynn, a member of the national board of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly proceed at your own pace to develop 
for the record your background and activities up to the present time / 

Mr. Cveric. After joining the Communist Party, I was assigned to 
the Tom Paine professional branch of the Communist Party in Pitts- 
burgh, and continued a member of this branch until Dec ‘ember of 1943 

My duties in this branch were to attend meetings, participate in 
meetings of the executive committee, participate in recruiting drives 
and educational discussions, and also in the sale and distribution of 
Communist publications. 

In the spring of 1944, I was transferred to the North Side Club of 
the Communist Party in Pittsburgh, and continued as a member of 
this club until the summer of 1944, when I was transferred to the 
East End Club of the Communist Party of Pittsburgh. 

In late summer of 1945, I was transferred to the Lawrenceville Club 
of the Communist Party of Pittsburgh, and served as the organ- 
izer for the Lawrenceville Club until Febr uary of 1950, when I left the 
Communist Party to testify before the Committee on Un-American 
Activities. 

While a member of the Communist Party, I served in the following 
ositions: I was a member of the finance committee of the Communist 
P arty of western Pennsylvania from August 1945 until I left the party 
in February of 1950. 

I was a member of the organizational, educational, and financial 
committee of the Communist Party of western Pennsylvania from 
August 1945 until August of 1948. 

I was a member of the nationality commission of the Communist 
Party of the United States from May of 1944 until February of 1950. 

I was secretary and chairman of the American Slovene Bureau of 
the Communist Party from approximately the fall of 1945 until Feb- 
ruary of 1950, having been assigned to this post at a meeting of the 
Communist leaders in the Cleve land office of the Communist Party. 

I was executive secretary of the American Committee for Yugoslav 
Relief for the district of western Pennsylvania ; executive secretary for 
the American Slav Congress of western Pennsy ‘vs ania: secretary of the 
labor press committee of the Communist Party of western Pennsyl- 

vania; member of the national board of the American Committee for 
the Protection of Foreign Born; the American Committee for Yugo- 
slav Relief, of the American Slav Congress, of the Civil Rights Con- 
gress, and many other Communist- front organizations. 

Lalso participated act ively in setting up of the Labor Youth League, 
the present youth organization of the ‘Communist Party, 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Cvetic, was your participation in these Communist 
activities and in these Communist or ganizations exclusively for the 
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purpose of obtaining information to be transmitted to the appropriate 
intelligence agencies of the United States Government, with respect 
to the Communist apparatus in the United States? 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. I joined the Communist Party at the request 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and reported all my activities 
to the FBI during this entire period. 

I do want to make it clear that I did join the Communist Party at 
the request of the FBI and was instrumental in doing this through 
members of the Communist Party who were employed in the United 
States Employment Service in the same department where I was 
employed. 

Mr. Arens. Were you at any time, in fact, from the standpoint of 
your own thinking, your own attitudes, your own motivation, an 
avowed Communist / 

Mr. Cveric. On the contrary. St range as it may seem, I was anti- 
Communist and at times even refused to participate in the activities, 
because they were, as I thought, Communist directed and author ized. 

Mr. Arens. Is it not true that your participation and membership 
in these organizations was solely and exclusively to serve your Govern- 
ment in the fight against communism ¢ 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you are Appearing today, are you not, before the 
Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary Committee 
in response to a subpena which was served upon you ¢ 

Mr. Cveric. Yes, sir. 

* * * * * * * 


Mr. Durry. Would you comment at your own pace and in whatever 
detail you are able in regard to the Labor Youth League, one of the 
more prominent Communist-front Ore nizations ? 

Mr. Cveric. The Labor Youth League (LYL) is the youth arm 
of the Communist International in the United States. I know this 
to be a fact because I attended meetings in the Pittsburgh area where 
the Labor Youth League was set up and where documents were used 
as a guide in setting up the Labor Youth League, documents of the 
Sixth and Seventh International, the resolutions of the 1945 national 
convention of the Communist Party, USA, and also a report by Joseph 
Stalin on the importance of the International Youth Organization 
of the Communist Party. 

In regard to a meeting which T attended at the Fort Pitt Hotel in 
Pittsburgh as to the formation of the Labor Youth League, I would 
like to cite the words of Bill Albertson, a Communist Party organizer 
for the district of western Pennsylvania, who is presently operating 
out of Detroit, Mich., and who is under arrest t by the FBI for violation 
of the Smith Act, wherein he said: 


Hitler gained control of the youth in Germany before he was able to wage a 
successful revolution there. We (meaning the Soviet Union) gained control of 
the youth in Russia before we were able to wage a successful revolution there 
in 1917. And we (meaning the Communist Party) must gain control of the 
youth in the United States if we are to wage a successful struggle here. 

[ personally met with some Communist educators from our univer- 
sities, colleges, and high schools who were instrumental in funneling 
the Communist Party line into our educational institutions and also 
helped to set up Communist cells at some of the educational institu- 
tions in the Pittsburgh area. 
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Some of the Communist educators with whom I had contact in 
Pittsburgh were: Sam Mallov, Syracuse; Dorothy Alberts, Pittsburgh 
High School; Victor Steinhart, Cornell librarian; Eben Matles, Pitts- 
burgh; Sidney Horwitz, Carnegie Tech research laboratory; and 
many others. 

Mr. Durry. What particular techniques would the leaders of the 
Labor Youth League employ in the schools or on the university 
campuses to dominate the thinking of youths toward the acceptance 
of the Communist credo? 

Mr. Cvetric. The Communist Party leaders in western Pennsyl- 
vania would meet and decide to concentrate on a given educational 
institution. Then, a distribution of leaflets would be organized and 
these distributions would usually. be made by nonstudents on the 
campus. Then the Communist Party members of the Labor Youth 
League who attended the particular institution and also the Com- 
munist educators would observe the reaction of the students to these 
leaflets. If any of them would voice favorable comments on some of 
the material which was distributed, they would be then approached 
by the Communists working inside of the institution and invited to 
a Marxist, social gathering, a cultural or discussion group. 

~ * * * “ * * * 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1952 


Untrep Srates SENATE, 
SuscomMirree To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF 
THe INTERNAL Securtry Act AND OrueErR INTERNAL 
Securiry Laws ofr THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:25 a. m., in room 457, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Herbert R. O’Conor, presiding. 

Present: Senator O’Conor. 

Also present: Richard Arens, staff director; Frank W. Schroeder, 
professional staff member; and Donald D. Connors, Jr., Mitchell M. 
Carter, and Winton H. King, investigators. 

Senator O’Conor. Would you raise your right hand, please? 

In the presence of Almighty God, do you swear that the testimony 
you are slent to give this subcommittee of the Judiciary Committee of 
the United States Senate shall be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Kramer. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF SIMON KRAMER, BROOKLYN, N. Y., ACCOMPANIED 
BY DAVID REIN, ESQ., WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. Arens. Will you kindly identify yourself by name and resi- 
dence ? 

Mr. Kramer. My name is Simon Kramer. I live at 122 Fenimore 
Street, in Brooklyn. I am generally known as Sidney, but Simon is 
my name. 

r. Arens. And you are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon aul 

Mr. Kramer. That’s right. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Will counsel kindly identify himself ? 

Mr. Retin. David Rein, 711 Fourteenth Street NW. 

Mr. Arens. Where and when were you born, Mr. Kramer ? 

Mr. Kramer. I was born in Brooklyn, N. Y., on September 7, 1917. 

Mr. Arens Would you kindly give us a résumé of your early life, 
including the schools you natauded and the like? 

Mr. Kramer. Do you want the names of the schools? 

Mr. Arens. Just in general. 

Mr. Kramer. I went to public school. I went to high school in 
Brooklyn. I attended City College of New York for several years. 
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Mr. Arens. Did you graduate from City College of New York? 

Mr. Kramer. No. 

Mr. Arens. What were the years in which you attended City Col- 
lege of New York, if you please? 

Mr. Kramer. I think from September of 1934 for about a year, and 
then there was an intermission of maybe a year and a half, and then 
there was an intermission, and then I went for another 6 months. 
There was about 2 years, roughly, in the period of 1935 or 1936, some- 
thing like that. 

Mr. Arens. Would you please, Mr. Kramer, trace your occupations 
since you completed your schooling at the City College of New York; 
indicate the various places where you have worked ? 

Mr. Kramer. I worked in the film industry. 

Mr. Arens. Was that the first employment which you had at the 
conclusion of your studies at City College of New York? 

Mr. Kramer. I think. The first major employment. I might have 
done some odd jobs a long time ago, but that’s the first steady job 
I had. 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir, if you will just kindly go ahead and trace 
your employment activities for us. 

Mr. Kramer. I was in the Army. 

Mr. Arens. And what was the period of time in which you were 
in the Army ? 

Mr. Kramer. I was in the Army from February of 1942 until No- 
vember of 1945. 

Mr. Arens. And did you have any employment between the time 
you left City College of New York and the time you entered the Army 
other than the employment which you have just related to us? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What was that, if you please? 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer that on the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. You feel that the answer to that might tend to cause a 
criminal prosecution of you; is that correct ? 

Mr. Kramer. Might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly trace your employment from the 
time you got out of the Army ? 

Mr. Kramer. I recall working in several furniture factories, and 
I went to a school for a while, a drafting institute, and I went to 
another school. 

Mr. Arens. What school was that? 

Mr. Kramer. I went to an optical school to study opticianry. 

Mr. Arens. If you will please continue giving us your employment 
activities? This must be about 1945 or 1946 that you are referring 
to now? 

Mr. Kramer. In 1946 I worked in some furniture factories, I believe. 

Mr. Arens. What was the name of your employment in the furni- 
ture factory ? 

Mr. Kramer. It was unskilled furniture work. 

Mr. Arens. This is 1946? 

Mr. Kramer. I think parts of it were 1946 and parts of it were 1947, 
and I think I also went to that drafting school along about that time. 

Mr. Arens. Was that the only occupation that you had ? 

Mr. Kramer. It depends on the period you are referring to. 
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Mr. Arens. At this period of time about which we are speaking— 
1946. In other words, at the time at which you were engaged in the 
furniture factory work, that was the only occupation you had other 
than your schooling ? 

Mr. Kramer. If I was working at the furniture factory, yes. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly just continue and trace your employ- 
ment activities ? 

Mr. Kramer. If you put a specific question, I think it will be easier 
for me. 

Mr. Arens. Well, where did you work after you concluded your 
employment in the furniture factory ? 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. You feel that a truthful answer to the question as to 
where you worked or what was your employment at the time you con- 
cluded your employment with the furniture factory might tend to 

cause a criminal prosecution against you; is that correct‘ 

Mr. Kramer. Will you rephrase that question, please ? 

Mr. Arens. I do not know that I can give it precisely as I said it a 
moment ago. 

Do you feel that the answer to the question as to what was your oc- 
cupation at the time immediately after you terminated your employ- 
ment with the furniture factory might cause a criminal prosecution 
of you? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. May we just be a little more specific on the time, please, 
Mr. Kramer? When was it that you terminated, or your services were 
terminated, at the furniture factory 

Mr. Kramer. Well, I had several jobs. It is hard to remember the 
exact 

Mr. Arens. When was it that the employment started concerning 
which you feel you cannot tell us without letting yourself be liable to 
criminal prosecution ? 

Mr. Kramer. If I think a moment, maybe I can recall it. I would 
say some time toward the latter part of 1947. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Kramer, have you had any employment since 1947 
that you can tell us about / 

Mr. Kramer. No. 

Mr. Arens. Are we to conclude, and is it a fact, that all of your 
employment since 1947 is of a nature that if you gave us a truthful 
answer with reference to that employment, you would, in your judg- 
ment, lay yourself open to a criminal prosecution ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And that situation prevails, does it, up to and including 
the present day? 

Mr. Kramer. You are phrasing questions—— 

Mr. Arens. May L ask you this question to perhaps clear the record 
a little bit ? 

What is your present employment ? 

Mr. Kramer. That I must decline to answer on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Has there been any period of time since 1947, in which 
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about without feeling in your own heart that a truthful answer to a 
question concerning that employment would lay you open to a crimi- 
nal prosecution ? 

Mr. Kramer. Just a» moment, please. May I consult with my 
counsel ? 

Mr. Arens Yes. 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). No. 

Mr. Arens. In other words—and check me if you feel that I am 
making a misstatement of fact—is it true that your employment from 
1947 until the present day is of a character that, if you would give us 
a truthful answer respecting that employment, you feel you would lay 
yourself open to a criminal prosecution ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been outside the United States? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And on how many occasions have you been outside the 
Dnited States? 

Mr. Kramer. Well, I was out of the United States in the Army. I 
was overseas with the Army. 

Mr. Arens. And when was that, if you please, and where was it? 

Mr. Kramer. I was overseas from the end of July to until October 
of 1945. 

Mr. Arens. And where? 

Mr. Kramer. Australia, New Guinea, Philippine Islands. 

Mr. Arens. And what unit of the Army were you attached to then? 

Mr. Kramer. I was in a unit called the First Field Hospital. 

Mr. Arens. And what was your particular assignment in the unit? 

Mr. Kramer. Well, I did different things; the last assignment I 
had was as the medical supply sergeant of the unit, and I had the 
grade of tech sergeant. 

Mr. Arens. On what other occasions have you been outside the 
United States? 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been outside the United States on any other 
occasion. 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Do you feel that a truthful answer to the question 
would—with reference to any occasion on which you might have been 
outside the United States other than in connection with the Army— 
might cause a criminal prosecution of you? Is that correct? 

Mr. Kramer. Might lead to that. 

Mr. Arens. Before we proceed with other business, I would like to 
establish for the record your personal marital status. Are you mar- 
ried ? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been married ? 

Mr. Kramer. Ten years, plus. 

Mr. Arens. And you wife’s name, is if you please? 

Mr. Kramer. Beulah. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any children? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And how many children do you have? 

Mr. Kramer. Two children. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Kramer, I lay before you a photostatic copy of an 
article which appeared in a publication, the New Challenge, pub- 
lished in New York City. This article is entitled “It’s About Time 
for Peace,” by Sidney Kramer, Labor Youth League, New York, and 

| ask you if that article, the photostatic copy of which I lay before 
wh now, was written by yourself, 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer on the same grounds, 

Mr. Arens. You feel that a truthful answer to the question * would 
cause or might cause a criminal prosecution against you? 

Mr. Kramer. Might tend to incriminate me; yes. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that the article to which I have just alluded, “It’s About 
Time for Peace,” by Sidney Kramer, Labor Youth League, New York, 
was written by yous 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer, on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think that there is no anti-American propa- 
ganda in the U.S. S. R.? 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. You wrote an article entitled, “Peace, Hit Song in 
U. S. S. R.” in which you deal with this subject of the attitude of 
the people of the U. S. S. R. toward the United States, which appeared 
in the New Challenge, did you not ? 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Arens. What are your parents’ names? 

Mr. Kramer. One of my parents is dead. His name was Louis. 
My mother’s name is Rebecca. 

Mr. Arens. And where was your father born ? 

Mr. Kramer. I believe he was born in Russia, or it was then Ru- 
mania. I am not absolutely certain. 

Mr. Arens. And where was your mother born? 

Mr. Kramer. She was born in Russia. 

Mr. Arens. Do you happen to know when they emigrated to the 
United States? 

Mr. Kramer. Approximately 1906, I believe. I don’t believe they 
ame together. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been in Russia? 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Arens. I lay before you a photograph, Mr. Kramer, appearing 
in the New Challenge, a photograph of several persons, and I put an 
X mark on the photogr aph of one person and ask you if that person 
is not yourself ? 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Arens. This photograph to which I have invited your atten- 
tion appears in conjunction with the article “It’s About Time for 
Peace,” does it not? 

Mr. Kramer. Are you asking me if I see a picture and an article 
on the same thing? 

Mr. Arens. The photograph appears in conjunction with the article 
It’s About Time for Peace, by Sidney Kramer; is that not true? 

Mr. Kramer. I’m not sure exactly what you mean. 

Mr. Arens. There is a photograph here on the page; is there not ! 
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Mr. Kramer. I see a photograph. 

Mr. Arens. It is immediately under, and part of an article, “It’s 
About Time for Peace,” by Sidney Kramer, Labor Youth League, 
New York? 

Mr. Kramer. It seems to be situated under that article, yes; on the 
paper you are showing me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you | have e any brothers or sisters ? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Are any of your brothers and sisters members of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. What are the names of your brothers and sisters? 

Mr. Kramer. I have a brother named William., 

Mr. Arens. William Kramer? 

Mr. Kramer. That’s right. 

Mr. Arens. Is he a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. Excuse me, I would like to speak to Mr. Rein for a minute. 

|Mr. Kramer confers with counsel.| Do you want my family 
names ¢ 

Mr. Arens. What is your other brother’s name? 

Mr. Kramer. I don’t have any other brother. I have three sisters. 

Mr. Arens. Would you give us your sisters’ names, please ? 

Mr. Kramer. One is called Fritzie. 

Mr. Arens. And what is her last name ? 

Mr. Kramer. Her married name is Pasternak. 

Mr. Arens. Is she a member of the Communist party ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. And you next sister’s name, if you please ? 

Mr. Kramer. Her name is Syd, or Sophie. She is known as Syd. 

Mr. Arens. And her last name ? 

Mr. Kramer. Roseman. 

Mr. Arens. And is she a member of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. And your next sister’s name ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. Eleanor. 

Mr. Arens. What is her last name ? 

Mr. Kramer. Wiseman. 

Mr. Arens. And is she a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly tell us, Mr. Kramer, the names of the 
organizations to which you now belong? 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. Is there any organization of which you are now a mem- 
ber that, if you would disclose your membership in that organization 
to us, would not, in your opinion, lay yourself open to criminal prose- 
cution / 

Mr. Kramer. No. 

Mr. Arens. In other words—and if I misstate the fact, please cor- 
rect me—you feel that every organization of which you are now ¢ 
member, if you would disclose the membership to this subcommittee, 
you might lay yourself open to criminal prosecution; is that correct ? 

Mr. Kramer. That’s correct. 
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Mr. Arens. How many organizations do you belong to? 

Mr. Kramer. | must decline to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. Do you belong to any organizations ¢ 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counse l). I decline to answer that ques- 
tion, on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. What has been your income in the course of the last 
year? 
~ Mr. Kramer. Approximately $60 a week. 

Mr. Arens. And has that all been from the occupation or employ- 
ment in which you are engaged, concerning which you cannot tell the 
committee, without laying yourself open to criminal prosecution 4 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Does your wife Beulah work ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. No. 

Mr. Arens. Does she have any income ? 

Mr. Kramer. No. 

Mr. Arens. Are you paid by check ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. No. 

Mr. Arens. Are you paid by cash ? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Is this $60 a week that you have just referred to as 
your income, your sole income 4 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Where are youemployed? That is, where is the physi- 
cal location of your employment ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. In what city are you employed ¢ 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). In New York City. 

Mr. Arens. And who is your immediate superior ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that on the same grounds, 

Mr. Arens. Does your employment involve travel over the country, 
or does your employment confine you exclusive ly to the New York 
area ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. Essentially around New York City. 

Mr. Arens. Do you work in an office or are you out in the field ? 

Mr. Kramer. Well, I’m not an office worker, if that’s what you mean. 

Mr. Arens. That is what I mean, yes. Does your work bring you 
in contact principally with young people, with youth ? 

Mr. Kramer. I meet all kinds of people. 

Mr. Argens. I mean principally with youth. Your work deals with 
youth ? 

Mr. Kramer. I am interested in youth. 

Mr. Arens. I mean the work from which you derive this $60 a week 
is working with youth, is it not ? 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I feel I must decline to answer 
that question. 

Mr. Arens. You feel that your answer to that. if a truthful answer 
were given, might cause you to be criminally prosecuted ? 

Mr. Kramer. It might lead in that direction. 

Mr. Arens. Is your wife a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Arens. In your work, do you have any subordinates? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer'that question. 
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Mr. Arens. Are you a Marxist? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Connors. You feel that a truthful answer to that question might 
tend to incriminate you; is that correct ? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you were in the United States Army ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever a member of the YCL? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. You know what the YCL is, do you not, Mr. Kramer ? 
I mean to say that the initials, “YCL,” stand for the Young Commu- 
nists League; is that correct ? 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). Yes; I do. 

Mr. Connors. When you were an organizer for the New York State 
Young Communist League, what were your duties? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. How long did you hold the position of organizer for 
the New York State Young Communists League? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. I assume that you decline to answer, and invoke the 
fifth amendment; is that correct ? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever live in Brownsville, Brooklyn ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Connors. Over what period of time did you live in Browns- 
ville ? 

Mr. Kramer. I lived there all my life till I was married, except for a 
couple of years when I lived in a community called Canarsie. 

Mr. Connors. You were married in 1941, were you not? 

Mr. Kramer. That’s correct. 

Mr. Connors. Have you lived in Brownsville since your marriage? 

Mr. Kramer. No; I haven't. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know a young man named Herbert Romer- 
stein ? 

Mr. Kramer. I believe I have heard of him. 

Mr. Connors. Where did you hear of him, Mr. Kramer ? 

Mr. Kramer. I think I saw his name in some newspaper articles. 
May I consult with Mr. Rein? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). Go ahead. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever know Mr. Romerstein personally ? 

Mr. Kramer. Personally ? 5 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Kramer. No. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever heard of a publication called the 
Weekly Review ? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever read the Weekly Review? 

Mr. Kramer. I may have read it. 

Mr. Connors. In 1941 and 1942, what was the Weekly Review ? 
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Mr. Kramer. I think it was a youth publication, progressive youth 
publication. 

Mr. Connors. Who published the Weekly Review? 

Mr. Kramer. If I recall, I think it may have been published by 
the Young Communist League. 

Mr. Connors. Yes; it was published by the Young Communist 
League. Do you recall that the February 3, 1942, issue of the W eekly 
Review contained an article which stated that you were the Browns- 
ville section organizer of the Young Communist League? 

Mr. Kramer. I don’t recall that article. 

Mr. Connors. It is not within your recollection that such an article 
appeared ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. I was in the Army early in February. 

Mr. Connors. You were inducted in the Army February 13, 1941. 

Mr. Kramer. I believe that is correct. 

Mr. Connors. And this was the February 3, 1941, issue of the 
Weekly Review, to which I alluded. 

Mr. Kramer. Yes; but I don’t get the question. 

Mr. Connors. I asked if you recall that the February 3, 1942, issue 
of the Weekly Review contained an article which stated that you 
were the Brownsville section organizer of the Young Communist 
League ? 

Mr. Kramer. I really can’t recall that article. 

Mr. Connors. Were you at that time—and I am speaking of Feb- 
ruary 1942—the Brownsville section organizer of the Young Com- 
munist League? 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall that the January 6, 1947, issue of the 
Daily Worker contained your photogr aph and described you as sec- 
tion organizer of the Brownsville section of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Kramer. You asked me do I recall that? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Kramer. I may recall the publication that you are talking 
about. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall the fact that your photograph and an 
article about you appeared in the January 6, 1947, issue of the Daily 
Worker ? 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I decline to answer that ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have a recollection that your picture has 
appeared in the Daily Worker at any time? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever reside at 806 Sutter Avenue, Brooklyn, 
N. Y.? 

Mr. Kramer. Reside? 

Mr. Connors. Yes; live there. 

Mr. Kramer. No; I didn’t. : 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever present at 806 Sutter Avenue, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y.? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that you in 1947 were section organizer of the twenty -second 
assembly district and the twenty -fourth assembly district, both sec- 





108 COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


tions of the Communist Party, with headquarters at 806 Sutter Ave- 
nue, Brooklyn, N. Y.? 

Mr. Kramer, | decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or 
deny the fact that in 1948 you were an officer of _ ‘East New York 
section of the Communist Party in Kings County, N. Y.? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever a member of the credentials committee 
of the Brooklyn Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. | decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Can you explain to the subcommittee what the duties 
of a member of the credentials committee are ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Is it not true that the credentials committee in a 
section of the Communist Party is quite an important committee ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to aflirm or deny 
the fact that in June 1948 you were a member of the credentials 
committee of the Brooklyn Communist Party. 

Mr. Kramer. | decline to answer that. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that in June 1948 your name appeared on a ballot containing 
the names of delegates from Kings County to the New York State 
convention of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Did you attend that convention of the New York 
State convention of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Was it in 1949 that you became youth director of the 
Kings County committee of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. In 1948 you were on the youth panel of the Kings 
County conve ntion of the Communist Party, were you not ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall seeing the May Day parade on 
May 1, 1950? 

Mr. Kramer. Do I recall seeing the May Day parade? 

Mr. Connors. Yes; on May 1, 1950. 

Mr. Kramer. I may have seen it. 

Mr. Connors. You do not recall having seen it? Iam asking you 
if it is within your memory that you saw it. 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I'll decline to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall being on the reviewing stand at the 
May Day parade on May 1, 1950? 

Mr. Kramer. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Connors. What was your occupation around May 1950? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Connors. You were president, or at any rate, top officer, in the 
Kings County Labor Youth League in May 1950, were you not? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact that on May 1, 1950, you 
were on the reviewing stand in connection with the May Day parade 
of that date and that you were on the reviewing stand as a repre- 
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sentative of the Kings County Labor Youth League, and ask you to 
affirm or deny that fact. 

Mr. Kramer. I better decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. What is the Labor Youth League ¢ 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I decline to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Connors. What is the YPA? 

Mr. Kramer. As far as I] know I have always understood it to be an 
organization that had something to do with the third party movement. 

Mr. Connors. The Young Progressives of America? That is the 
meaning of the initials? 

Mr. Kramer. I believe so. 

Mr. Connors. What was the AYD, the American Youth for Democ- 
racy ? 

Mr. Kramer. As far as I know, it was a youth organization. 

Mr. Connors. Let me ask this question. Is it not true that the 
Young Communist League was dissolved and in its place was made 
up the American Youth for Democracy ¢ 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I'll decline to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Connors, And is it not true that in 1948 the American Youth 
for Democracy was dissolved and in its place grew up two organiza- 
tions, one called the Young Progressives of America and the other 
one called the Labor Youth Le: ague ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Were you in Philadelphia in June 1948? 

Mr. Kramer. No: I was not. 

Mr. Connors. Were you present at the founding convention of the 
Young Progressives of America in 1948? 

Mr. Kramer. Is that the same as the previous question, in Phila- 
delphia? I was not there. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been a member of the Young Progres- 
sives of America‘ 

Mr. Kramer. No. 

Mr. Connors. Were you a member of the American Youth for De- 
mocracy ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. No. 

Mr. Connors. Were you a member of the Young Communist 
League? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Are you a member of the Labor Youth League ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. All of these organizations, namely, the YCL, the 
AYD, the YPA, and the LYL, are or were Communist organizations, 
designed to capture the minds and emotions of the young people in 
this country; is that not true? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. And is it not true that all of these organizations to 
which I have referred have one thing in common, namely, that they 
are directed and controlled by the Communist Party? Is that not 
true ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact and ask vou to affirm or deny 
the fact that you were on the bylaws and principles committee at the 
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first national convention of the Labor Youth League from November 
23 until November 26, 1950, at Stuyvesant Casino, New York City? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. You decline to answer that question ? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your recollection, what are the bylaws 
of the Labor Youth League? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall attending a convention of the Kings 
County Communist Party on December 17, 1950? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. So actually, in the last part of 1950, you were devot- 
ing part of your time to the Communist Party and part to the Labor 
Youth League; is that correct? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Do you remember speaking at a rally sponsored by 
the Brooklyn Labor Youth League on February 23, 1951, at the Brigh- 
ton Community Center, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever apply for a passport? 

Mr. Kramer (confers with attorney). I decline to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Connors. You decline to state whether or not you applied for 
a Eoomeret ; 

Mr. Kramer. May I please consult with my attorney ? 

Mr. Connors. Certainly. 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. You decline to answer that question ? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. You think that a truthful answer to that question 
might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Kramer. Might. 

Mr. Connors. Do you deny having applied for a passport? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or 
deny the fact that you were one of about 15 American youths who 
visited the Soviet Union as guests of the Soviet Anti-Fascist Com- 
mittee, from September 15, 1951, to October 6, 1951? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Do you think that attending the Soviet Union under 
the auspices of the Soviet Anti-Fascist Committee might tend to 
incriminate you? 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I think that the answer to the 
question might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Connors. A truthful answer to that question might tend to 
incriminate you? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. I lay before you the May 12, 1950, issue of the 
U.S. S. R. Information Bulletin and invite your attention to a pic- 
ture appearing on page 270 of that bulletin. The picture is one 
of Holman Hull, H-o-l-m-a-n H-u-l-l, and I ask you if you have 
ever seen that man whose photograph appears on that page? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 
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Mr. Connors. Do you know if that man is also known as Halstead 
Holman ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Would it incriminate you to tell the subcommittee 
whether or not that man is also known as Halstead Holman ¢ 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I decline to answer that ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Winifred Norman ? 

Mr. Kramer. I have heard the name. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know her personally ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. No. 

Mr. Connors. Where have you heard her name? 

Mr. Kramer. I’m not sure. I probably saw it in the newspapers. 
I think she had something to do with a union, maybe. I just know 
of her. 

Mr. Connors. You mean the DPOWA ? 

Mr. Kramer. I think her name was associated in my mind with 
office workers. 

Mr. Connors. The VOPWA, rather than DPOWA? 

Mr. Kramer. That’s probably it. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Doris Koppelman ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer. Just a minute, please. (Confers 
with counsel.) Yes, I know her. 

Mr. Connors. How long have you known Doris Koppelman? 

Mr. Kramer. Maybe a year or so. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall where you first met her? 

Mr. Kramer. No; I don’t recall. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall when you last saw her? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. When was that? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Connors. I am just asking you when it was that you last saw 
her—not where or under what circumstances. 

Mr. Kramer. Well, recently. 

Mr. Connors. Well, did you see her yesterday ? 

Mr. Kramer. No; I saw her the day before. . 

Mr. Conners. The day before yesterday. Where was it that you 
saw her the day before yesterday ? 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I decline to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Connors. Was it in New York City? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Was it at the headquarters of the Labor Youth 
League. 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). No. 

Mr. Connors. It was not? 

Mr. Kramer. No. 

Mr. Connors. Was it at the Communist Party Headquarters? 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I decline to answer that ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Connors. A truthful answer to that question might tend to 
incriminate you; is that correct? 

Mr. Kramer. Might. 
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Mr. Connors. Do you know Dorothy Gottlieb ? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Where does Dorothy Gottlieb work ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Does she not work at the Defense Committee for 
Weinstock, or a name similar to that ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. How long have you known Dorothy Gottlieb? 

Mr. Kramer. Several years. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall where you first met her? 

Mr. Kramer. No: I don’t. 

Mr. Connors. When did you last see Dorothy Gottlieb ? 

Mr. Kramer. Several days ago; the day before yesterday. 

Mr. Connors. Did you see her in company with Doris Koppelman? 
I mean, did you see them both at the same time ? 

Mr. Kram’er. I saw them 2 days ago. 

Mr. Connors. You saw her on the same day you saw Doris Kop- 
pelman ? 

Mr. Kramer. That’s right. 

Mr. Connors. Did you see them both at the same time? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Did you see Dorothy Gottlieb at Communist Party 
Headquarters ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. Excuse me, please. 
(Confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Hope Foye? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. How long have you known Hope Foye? 

Mr. Kramer. About 8 months. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall where you first met her? 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). Yes, I recall. 

Mr. Connors. Where was it? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Did you first meet her out of this country ? 

Mr. Kramer. I dec line to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. I lay before you an issue of a publication called the 
New Challenge, and specifically a page of that publication on which 
an article appears by Sidney Kramer, entitled, “Peace, Hit Song in 
U.S. S. R.” and invite your attention to a picture appearing in the 
lower right-hand corner of that page, and ask you if this person to 
whom I point is not Hope Foy? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. Just a minute, 
please. (Confers with counsel.) Yes; I decline to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Connors. The underline under the picture says: 

American youth after attending Berlin Youth Festival last August went on to 
tour the Soviet Union, to see what it is really like. Here they are performing a 
song at Moscow University, whose chorus had been entertaining them. Leading 
the group is Hope Foye (right), outstanding young singer. 


That is what appears on that page; is it not ? 

Mr. Kramer. If you are asking me to read—— 

Mr. Connors. I am just asking you if what I read there is an accu- 
rate reading of what appears on the page. 

Mr. Kramer. I don’t follow you. 
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Mr. Connors. I just read this caption here [indicating], and I am 
asking you if I did not read it as it appears there. 

Mr. Kramer. I believe you read the thing as it appears here. 

Mr. Connors. And it identifies the person at the extreme right hand, 
as Hope Foye; isn’t that correct? 

Mr. Kramer. The picture does. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. And you know Hope Foye? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes; I know Hope Foye. 

Mr. Connors. But you decline to say whether or not that is a picture 
of Hope Foye; is that correct ? 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). Yes, I decline to say. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Joy Silver? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. How long have you known Joy Silver? 

Mr. Kramer. About a year, I'd say. 

Mr. Connors. Did you see Joy Silver the day before yesterday, 
also ? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Did you see her at Communist Party headquarters? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Is Joy Silver a Communist ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Is Dorothy Gottlieb a Communist ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Is Doris Koppelman a Communist ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Is Doris Koppelman a member of the Labor Youth 
League ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Is Dorothy Gottlieb a member of the Labor Youth 
League? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Connors. Is Hope Foye a member of the Labor Youth League ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Is Joy Silver a member of the Labor Youth League? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Has Doris Koppelman ever been associated with 
an organization called Young People’s General Assembly for Peace? 

Mr. Kramer. I believe I have heard that. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know it to be a fact ? 

Mr. Kramer. I guess it is a fact. 

Mr. Connors.Have you ever been at 799 Broadway ? 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I decline to answer that ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Connors. Is it not true that the headquarters of the Labor 
Youth League are in 799 Broadway ¢ 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I decline to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know a man named Louis Diskin ? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. How long have you known Diskin? 

Mr. Kramer. Quite a long time. 

Mr. Connors. He is or was the New York State leader of the youth 
section of the Communist Party; is that not so? 
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Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Connors. Where did you first meet him? 

Mr. Kramer. Somewhere in Brooklyn. 

Mr. Connors. When did you last see Diskin? 

Mr. Kramer. I think about 10 or 11 months ago, maybe longer. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Douglas Glasgow ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. Yes; I know Douglas. 

Mr. Connors. Where did you first meet him? 

Mr. Kramer. I can’t recall; somewhere in New York. 

Mr. Connors. Where did you last see him? 

Mr. Kramer. Where? 

Mr. Connors. Yes; if it is within your recollection. 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). What was your question, 
please ? 

Mr. Connors. Where you last saw Glasgow ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall when it was that you last saw him? 

Mr. Kramer. Approximately 2 months ago. 

Mr. Connors. You did not see him the day before yesterday ? 

Mr. Kramer. No. 

Mr. Connors. Who recommended Mr. Rein, your counsel, to you? 

Mr. Kramer. Who recommended him? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Kramer. Mr. Grossman. 

Mr. Connors. Will you spell that? 

Mr. Kramer. G-r-o-s-s-m-a-n. 

Mr. Connors. And who is Mr. Grossman ? 

Mr. Kramer. I understand he is associated with the Civil Rights 
Congress. 

Mr. Connors. Did you go to Mr. Grossman and ask him to suggest 
counsel here in Washington ? 

Mr. Kramer. I went to Mr. Grossman with my problem. 

Mr. Connors. And he suggested that you contact Mr. Rein; is that 
correct ? 

Mr. Kramer. I believe so. 

Mr. Connors. Have you contributed money to the Civil Rights 
Congress ? 

Mr. Kramer. I don’t believe so. 

Mr. Connors. Are you a member of the Civil Rights Congress ? 

Mr. Kramer. No. 

Mr. Connors. Have you been a member of the Civil Rights Con- 
gress? 

Mr. Kramer. No. 

Mr. Connors. Is Grossman a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Did you give his full name, by the way ? 

Mr. Kramer. I don’t believe I did. His first name is Aubrey. 

Mr. Connor. A-u-b-r-e-y ? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connrrs. Who is Serge Kochemassov ? 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I must decline to answer that 
question. 
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Mr. Connors. Let me read to you from an article called “It’s About 
Time for Peace,” which has previously been introduced, written by 
you. You say: 

Serge Kochemassov, secretary of the Soviet Youth Anti-Fascist Committee, 
was embraced by Charles White, distinguished Negro artist and leader of the 
delegation— 
you are speaking of an occurrence which happened in Moscow, U. S. 
S. R. Do you recall writing that paragraph, that excerpt which I 
quoted ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Charles White? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connrrs. Did you accompany Charles White on a trip not 
long ago? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Alvin Kimmel, K-i-m-m-e-l? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Frances White, F-r-a-n-c-e-s, White? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Is she the wife of Charles White, of whom I spoke 
about a moment ago? 

Mr. Kramer. I believe so. 

Mr. Connors. When did you last see Charles White? 

Mr. Kramer. Two days ago. 

Mr. Connors. Two days ago? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Did you see him at the same time you saw Dorothy 
Gottlieb and Joe Silver and Doris Koppelman ? 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I decline to answer that ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Connors. You decline to answer that ? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Let me show you this picture which appears in con- 
nection with the article written by you entitled, “It’s About Time for 
Peace”, and ask you if Doris Koppelman is in that picture? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Can you identify any of those people in that picture? 

Mr. Kramer, I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. It says underneath the picture: 

Bouquets of flowers were showered on young American visitors when they 
arrived at the Moscow Airport. 

A likeness of you is included in the picture, so you must have known 
some of the other individuals who are here. I can see a picture of 
Charles White, for example, and I am asking you now to help us 
by identifying some of these other individuals. 

Mr. Kramer. The same answer. 

Mr. Connors. In this article to which I have previously alluded, you 
say: 

And then there was Soviet Georgia, with its rich, now unfettered, culture, its 
prosperous farms, and developing Socialist industry. 
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Do you believe that there is any culture in U.S. 8. R. exe opt, culture 
directed and monitored by the Communist Government there ? 

Mr. Kramer. I’m not sure whether I understand your question. 

Mr. Connors. Suppose you describe in your own words the “un- 
fettered culture” which you found in Soviet Georgia? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Let me ask you this then; what culture in Soviet 
Russia is free of Government regulation and Government monitoring? 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). Would you repeat your ques- 
tion, please ? 

Mr. Connors. Read it back, please. 

(The record was read by the reporter.) 

Mr. Kramer. If you want my opinion about it—— 

Mr. Connors. In Russia. 

Mr. Kramer. In Russia—I have had an opinion for a long time that 
literacy, which means—it has nothing to do with culture—musical 
development, as evidenced by production of symphonic works and 
things like that—is pretty extensive. 

Mr. Connors. In Russia, you mean ? 

Mr. Kramer. In Russia. One can gather that from hearing these 
things, reading these things, and soon. That’s a pretty widely known 
thing. 

Mr. Connors. Can you name some of the sources in which you read 
such things ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. Newspapers. 

Mr. Connors. What newspapers ? 

Mr. Kramer. Newspapers generally. For instance, I recall a series 


of articles in the New York Times by Mr. Harrison Salisbury. 

Mr. Connors. You think Soviet culture is in a more advanced state 
than the culture in the United States? 

Mr. Kramer. I am not an expert on that. 

Mr. Connors. I realize that, but you are a person who has traveled 
both in this country, in the South Pacific, and in Soviet Russia, so 
your > a would be of some value. 


Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I decline to answer that par- 
ticular question, because you are including in the question some mat- 
ter that I feel I don’t want to go into on the grounds that it might in- 
crimins Os me. 

Mr. Connors. You mean you are declining to answer the question 
because you previously declined to state whether or not you had been 
in Soviet Russia? Is that your answer ¢ 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). Yes. 

Mr. ee Would you rather live 3 in the United States, or in 
the U.S. S. R., Mr. Kramer? 

Mr. Kr \MER. I prefer to live in the United States. 

Mr. Connors. You want to live only in the United States? 

Mr. Kramer. That’s right. 

Mr. Connors. Would you like to see a soviet government in the 
United States, modeled after Soviet Russia? 

Mr. Kramer. No; I wouldn’t want to see the United States modeled 
after Soviet Russia. 

Mr. Connors. Do you think that the Communist Party is an agency 
of the Soviet Government ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 
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Mr. Connors. Perhaps we can arrive at some ground of understand- 
ing. You say you prefer to live in the United States and you do not 
want to see a soviet United States. Then, how is it th: . if you do not 
want to see a soviet United States modeled after U. S. S. R., you have 
consistently supported and belonged to the Communist Party itself, 
and various fronts of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. Your question is so big and all-inclusive that I prefer 
you to break it down into some specific questions. 

’ Mr. Connors. I am trying to find out the reasons for something 
that to me is rather strange. 

You do not want to live in any place but the United States? 

Mr. Kramer. I can tell you why. 

Mr. Connors. Proceed, then. Please do tell us why. 

Mr. Kramer. Well, I was born in this country and I am an Ameri- 
can. My only culture and traditions are that of the United States, 
and its democratic heritage, its history. 

Mr. Connors. Do you believe that a person of your age and status 
in Soviet Russia today has the same democratic heritage which you 
have ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. By heritage, I mean the fact that the country was 
founded under the Constitution. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Kramer. And that there has been a long, bitter struggle in the 
country ever since the days it was founded to uphold that Constitution 
and the principles of the Government. 

Mr. Conners. Yes. 

Mr. Kramer. That’s what I mean by a democratic heritage. I don’t 
think countries can be compared. Of course, if you want my opinion, 
the young people of many countries have different kinds of heritages, 
and so on, and are entitled to pursue—— 

Mr. Connors. Their own particular heritage. 

Mr. Kramer. Their own particular heritage, that’s right. 

Mr. Connors. In the article entitled “It’s About Time for Peace,’ 
you mention that the young people in U. 8. 8. R. pick their own jobs 
and their own careers with “absolutely freedom of choice. Do you re- 
gard that as a true statement ? 

Mr. Kramer. (No answer). 

Mr. Connors. Let me put the question a different way. Do you 
believe at this time, irrespective of what you may have or may not have 
said in the past, that young people in the U. S. S. R. pick their own 
jobs and careers with absolute freedom of choice ? 

Mr. Kramer. It’s my understanding, and it has been my opinion 
for some time, based on gathering information, including the Salis- 
bury article, that there is a demand in that country for skills, jobs, 
and so on, that there is a great opportunity for young people who 
qualify to be able to get jobs in what they want to do. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever read any articles concerning slave labor 
in Russia ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Do you believe those articles? 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I don’t believe there is any 
truth in those articles. 

Mr. Connors. You do not believe there is any slave labor in Russia 
then ¢ 
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Mr. Kramer. I don’t believe so. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Kramer, do you believe that it is proper for a 
person who is a member of the Communist Party to be in a position 
where he has a great deal of influence on American youth ? 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Let me ask you in a different way. Do you believe, 
irrespective of any status you may or may not have with the Commu- 
nist Party, that the doctrines of the Communist Party are good things 
for American youth to learn and to know and to adhere to? 

Mr. Kramer. I must decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. I am only asking for your opinion. 

Mr. Kramer. If you want my opinion on general questions, if you 
would place them generally, you know; I would be glad to answer 
them. 

Mr. Connors. I thought I put it as generally as I could. Let me 
ask the question as generally as I possibly can. Do you believe that 
an indoctrination into and an adherence to the principles of commun- 
ism by the young people of America is a desirable thing ¢ 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I decline to answer that on 
the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. Do you believe it is a desirable thing from the stand- 

voint of the future of the United States to have a large Communist 
ashe or Communist youth organizations? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. If you want my 
opinion on what—you know—my attitude toward history, my atti- 
tudes toward the working class, and my attitudes toward the Consti- 
tution and toward democracy, I would be glad to give them to you. 

Mr. Connors. I would be very happy to discuss democracy with 
you if and after you answer our questions about communism, because 
I think it is fairly obvious that no person who is a Communist knows 
much about democracy. I realize that you probably do not agree 
with that, but that is the position of the committee. Do you deny, for 
example, that communism is a totalitarian form of government ? 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). I decline to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Connors. In the face of your declination to answer these sev- 
eral questions, I feel that any discussion about democracy with you 
would serve little purpose. 

Now, you are appearing here under subpena, are you not, Mr. 
Kramer ? 

Mr. Kramer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Is there any statement which you wish to make at this 
time ? 

Mr. Kramer. No; I have no statement. 

Mr. Connors. You feel that you have been treated fairly by the 
committee ? 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). Well, I do feel this: that the 
problems facing our young generation would be much better solved 
if there were a more concerted inquiry into corruption. I feel that 
the security of our country depends on upholding the Constitution, 
which means constitutional rights for all people, including the Negro 
people, many of whom are denied their constitutional rights. I feel 
that everybody should make every ime effort to secure peace in 
the world, that every possibility for negotiating peace should be 
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pursued, because I think it is in the interest of all people, young and 
old, Negro and white, that we follow out these possibilities of peace, so 
as to avert the catastrophe of an atomic war. 

Mr. Connors. You spoke of corruption a moment ago. Don’t you 
regard communism as an intellectual corruption ? 

Mr. Kramer. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. And, you spoke of upholding the Constitution, and 
the constitutional rights of all people. Is there, to the best of your 
knowledge, a constitutional right to conspire to overthrow the Gov- 
ernment of the United States by force and violence ? 

Mr. Kramer. Is there a constitutional right to do that? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Kramer. No; there is no such constitutional right that I know 
of. 

Mr. Connors. Has it not been found, as a matter of fact, by a jury 
of American citizens, that the Communist Party did plot and conspire 
to overthrow the Government of the United States by force and 
violence ? 

Mr. Kramer. Has it been found / 

Mr. Connors. Yes. Was it not found in the trial of the 11 Com- 
munist Party members in New, York City ‘ 

Mr. Kramer (confers with counsel). 1 understand that there was a 
conviction of some leaders of the Communist Party. That’s what I 
understand. 

Mr. Connors. The Smith Act has been law for more than 10 years, 
has it not? 

Mr. Kramer. I believe so. 

Mr. Connors. So that there appears to have been ample time to 
change the law if the majority of the people willed the law to be 
changed ¢ 

Mr. Kramer. Sometimes it took much more than 10 years, as, for 
instance, many issues of slavery, like the question of the Dred Scott 
decision. 

Mr. Connors. Do you think the Smith Act is analogous to slavery? 

Mr. Kramer. No; I was merely using it as an example, to illustrate 
that the history of our country shows that the people have needed 
laws in their interest which sometimes resulted in the repeal of earlier 
laws. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Kramer, there are no further questions at this 
time. 

We release you from your subpena, unless you have additional data 
to bring up. 

Mr. Kramer. No, sir. 

(Whereupon, at 12:10 p. m., Wednesday, February 27, 1952, the 
hearing in the above-entitled matter was closed.) 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1952 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
SuBcOMMITTER To INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Securiry Act 
AND Oruer INTERNAL Securtry Laws 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE J UDICLARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met at 10 a, m., pursuant to call, in room 457, 
Senate Oflice Building, Hon. Homer Ferguson presiding. 

Present : Senator Ferguson. 

Also present: Richard Arens, staff director; Donald D. Connors, 
investigator; Mitchell M. Carter, investigator; John F. Miller, inves- 
tigator; Frank W. Shroeder, professional staff member. 

Senator Frercuson. The committee will come to order. 

Will you raise your right hand, please ¢ 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give in 
the hearing before the subcommittee of the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary of the United States Senate will be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 


Mrs. Wootry. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MARGARET HOPE WOOLEY (KNOWN PROFESSION- 
ALLY AS HOPE FOYE), NEW YORK CITY, N. Y., ACCOMPANIED BY 
DAVID REIN, ESQ., WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Senator Frercuson. What is your name, please ? 

Mrs. Wootry. Margaret Hope Wooley. 

Senator Fercuson. What is your address? 

Mrs. Wootry. 709 Franklin D. Roosevelt Drive, New York, N. Y. 

Senator Frercuson. You may proceed with the interrogation, Mr. 
Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Are you known or have you gone under another name, 
other than Margaret Hope Wooley ? 

Mrs. Wootry. Yes. 

Mr. Arpens. And what name was that? 

Mrs. Wootry. Hope Foye. 

Mr. Arens. And what is the occasion for your use of the name Hope 
Foye? 

Mrs. Wootry. It is a professional name. 

Mr. Arens. When were you born? 

Mrs. Wootry. I was born in Hartford, Conn., September 2, 1921. 
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Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena which 
was served upon you ¢ 

Mrs. Wootry. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mrs. Wootry. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Arens. Will counsel kindly identify himself? 

Mr. Rern. David Rein, 711 Fourteenth Street NW. 

Mr. Arens. Are you married ? 

Mrs. Wootry. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Arens. What is your husband’s name / 

Mrs. Wootey. Herman Wooley. 

Mr. Arens. And what is your address? 

Mrs. Woo.try. 709 F. D. R. Drive, New York City. 

Mr. Arens. Will you please give us a summary of your education / 

Mrs. Wootey. I went to school — 

Mr. Arens. Where? 

Mrs. Wootry. Littletown-Cromwell, in Connecticut; junior high 
school, Meriden, Conn.; high school, Meriden, Conn.; music school, 
Hartford, Conn. 

Mr. Arens. Isthat all of the education you have had? 

Mrs. Wootry. That is correct 

Mr. Arens. When did you complete your education at the music 
school in Hartford, Conn. 

Mrs. Wootry. 1944. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly trace your activities from 1944 until 
the present time ? 

Mrs. Woorey. I went to New York City and went to work in a 
night club, and that is what I have done in New York City, except for 
two Broadway shows, which were flops, and a few concerts. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you work in New York City in these the- 
atrical perform: —s or in the shows? 

Mrs. Wootry. Cafe Society, Village Vanguard, various churches in 
concerts. That is about all. 

Mr. Arens. Has your professional work taken you abroad, or any 
place outside of the continental United States ? 

Mrs. Woo ry. I refuse to answer on the basis that it would 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. What do you mean, it would incriminate you if your 
professions al work would take you outside of the continental United 
States / 

Mrs. Wooxtry. I refuse to answer on the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Which question is it you are refusing to answer? You 
are refusing to give this committee an explanation as to why you 
feel a trip abroad in your professional capacity would incriminate 
you ¢ 

Mrs. Wootry. Just a moment [after consultation with counsel]. | 
refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mrs. Wootry. For the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. I mean on what basis? Are you refusing to answer 
it because you do not like the tone of my voice, or the nature of the 
question? Or do you have some reason for refusing to answer it?! 
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Mrs. Woorey. Because it might incriminate me; that is why. 

Mr. Arens. In other words, do you feel that a truthful answer to 
that question might lay a foundation for a criminal prosecution 
of you ¢ 

Mrs. Wootey. I refuse to answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever applied for a passport ? 

Mrs. Wootey. I refuse to answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Sidney Kramer ¢ 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Do you feel that your knowledge or acquaintanceship 
with Sidney Kramer might cause a crimin: al prosecution of you? 

Mrs. Woo.try. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. You realize, of course, do you not, that your answer or 
refusal to answer these questions is at your peril and that if you refuse 


to answer a proper question you can be criminally prosec ‘uted and put 
in jail? 


Do you realize that? 

Mrs. Wootry. Yes; I realize it. 

Mr. Arens. As a matter of fact, you met with Sidney Kramer on 
Monday, February 25; did you not ¢ 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer the question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. That meeting was at the Communist Party 
quarters in New York City; was it not ? 

Mrs. Wooiry. | refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. When did you first find out that your presence was de- 
sired before this Internal Security Subcommittee. 

Mrs. Wooxxry. I don’t recall the date. 


Mr. Arens. How long was it? Was it in the course of the last 
week ¢ 


Mrs. Wootry. No. 

Mr. Arens. In the course of the last 2 weeks? 

Mrs. Woorry. It was in the month of February. I don’t know 
what date. 

Mr. Arens. And what caused you to come to the realization that 
your presence was desired before the Internal Security Subcommittee ? 

Mrs. Wootry. The subpena. 

Mr. Arens. With whom did you discuss your testimony that you 
proposed to give, or with whom did you discuss your proposed 
appearance before the Internal Security Subcommittee ! 

Mrs. Wootey. With Mr. Rein. 

Mr. Arens. And when did you discuss it with him? 

Mrs. Wootry. Yesterday. 

Mr. Arens. Have you discussed it with anybody else ? 

Mrs. Woo.try. No. 

Mr. Arens. You are sure about that? 

Mrs. Wootry. You mean with a lawyer? 

Mr. Arens With any person, a human being? 

Mrs. Woorry. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mrs. Wootry. On the ground that it might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Joy Silver! 


Mrs. Wootey, I refuse to answer that question for the same reasons 
I have given before. 


head- 


124 COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


Mr. Arens. You feel that you might be criminally prosecuted if you 
gave a truthful answer to the question as to who is Joy Silver; is that 
correct. 

Mrs. Wooxry. I refuse to answer that question for the same rea- 
sons. : 

Mr. Arens. You know the name of the committee that you are 
appearing before today? It isthe Internal Security Subcommittee. 

Mrs. Wouter. Yes; I know. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any information that you can supply this 
committee with reference to its duty to accumulate factual material to 
protect the internal security of the United States? 

Mr. Retry. I am not quite clear as to what the question is, myself. 

Mr. Arens. Read the question back to her. 

(‘The pending question, as above recorded, was read by the reporter. ) 

Mr. Arens. Strike the question, and let me give it to her again. 

Do you realize that you are appearing before the Internal Security 
Subcommittee of the United States Senate? Is that correct? 

Mrs. Woorry. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any information that you can supply this 
committee with pert aining to the internal security of this country, any 
conspiracies going on in the country ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I don’t know of any conspiracies. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think the Communist Party is a conspiracy ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question because it would 
incriminate me to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think the Communist Party is controlled by the 
Kremlin, the Communist Party in the United States ? 

Mrs. Woorry. I refuse to answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think the Communist Party is dedicated to the 
forcible overthrow of the Government of the United States? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Have you betrayed your country ? 

Mrs. Wooley. No. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been part of an organization which is dedi- 

cated to the overthrow of the Government of the United States? 

Mrs. Wootry. | refuse to answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mrs. Wootery. That it might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. What do you mean by incriminate you? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. You realize your refusal to answer this last question is 
at your peril. 

Mr. Ret. May I talk to her? 

Mr. Arens. I suggest that you talk to her on that one. 

Read the question to the witness. 

(The pending question, as heretofore recorded, was read by the 
reporter. ) 

Mrs. Wootey. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Dorothy Gottlieb? 

Mrs. Woorry. I refuse to answer that question on the ground that 
it may incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Doris Koppelman ? 

Mrs. Wooiry. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Arens. When is the last time you were in Philadelphia? 
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Mrs. Woo.ry. I refuse to answer that question; it might incriminate 
me. 

Mr. Arens. Well, now, the last time you were in Philadelphia, did 
you do something that, if you admitted it to this committee, might lay 
the foundation for a criminal prosecution of you? 

Mrs. Woo.try. Excuse me [after consultation with counsel]. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You did something in Philadelphia, Pa., then, the last 
time you were there, that, if you told us about it, would lay the foun- 
dation for a criminal prosecution ; is that correct ? 

Mrs. Wootry. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How many times have you been through Philadelphia ? 

Mrs. Woo.ry. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been there more than once ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I have been there more than once; yes. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been there as many as five times ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I have no idea. I would have to think of it. I really 
don’t know. I have no idea. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been there this last year? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. Were you there in 1941? 

Mrs. Woo.ry. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Were you there in July 1941, in attendance at the 
Seventh American Youth Congress ?¢ 

Mrs. Wooxry. I refuse to answer that question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. What organizations were you a member of when you 
lived in Connecticut ? 

Mrs. Woo.ry. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Connecticut Youth Con- 
gress ¢ 

Mrs. Wootey. I don’t remember being a member of it. 

Mr. Arens. What is the Labor Youth League? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member of the Labor Youth League? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Did I understand you to say that you worked on Broad- 
way at some time ¢ 

Mrs. Wootry. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you work on Broadway ? 

Mrs. Wootry. Only on two occasions, once in a show called Dance 
Me a Song and Green Pastures. 

Mr. Arens. Is there any other place on Broadway you ever worked 
besides those two places ¢ 

Mrs. Wootry. I don’t recall having worked on Broadway. 

Mr. Arens. As a matter of fact, you worked at 799 Broadway, did 
you not? 

Mrs. Wootry. Worked there ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mrs. Wootry. No. 

Mr. Arens. You did not work at 799 Broadway ? 

Mrs. Wootey. I don’t remember ever having worked there. 

Mr. Arens. You are sure about that? 

Mrs. Woorry. I said I don’t remember ever having worked there. 
I don’t remember. 
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Mr. Arens. You worked at the headquarters of the Labor Youth 
League at 799 Broadway, New York City, did you not? 

Mrs. Wootry. No. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever work at the headquarters of the Labor 
Youth League? 

Mrs. Wootry. No, I never have. 

Mr. Arens. The Daily Worker of November 14, 1950, carries a 
photograph of you, and a statement that you were to perform at a 
Labor Youth League mass meeting = be held at St. Nicholas Arena 
in New York City on November 24, 1950. 

Did you appear at that, on that oce: ae 

Mrs. Woo.ry. I refuse to answer that question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Was the article in the Daily Worker, the Communist 
Daily Worker, incorrect ¢ 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mrs. Arens. You are affiliated with People’s Artists, Inc., are 
vou not! 

Mrs. Wootry. What do you mean, affiliated? What is that? 

Mr. Arens. Well, is there an organization known as People’s 
Artists? 

Mrs. Wootry. There is; yes. 

Mr. Arens. What has been your connection with it? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. In 1949 you appeared at a concert for the benefit of 
the Harlem Chapter of the Civil Rights Congress, presented by the 
People’s Artists, did you not ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question on the ground that 
it might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Did you send a telegram to the President of the United 
states protesting the incident at Peekskill, N. Y., on September 
16, 1949 ¢ 

Mrs. Wootry. Excuse me. (After consultation with counsel.) I 
don’t remember whether I sent a telegram, or not. 

Mr. Arens. In September 1949, there was a big celebration down in 
New York City, to celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the Com- 
munist Party of the United States, was there not? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question on the ground that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. You sang a song down there, at this mass rally to cele- 
brate the thirtieth anniversary of the Communist Party, did you not? 

Mrs. Wooxry. I refuse to answer that question on the ground it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Peggy Dennis? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question on the ground that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been to Indian Grove, West Haven, 
Conn. ? 

Mrs. Woo.ry. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. ‘Arens. Would you please tell the committee how an answer to 
the question as to whether or not you have ever been to a place called 
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Indian Grove, West Haven, Conn., could possibly cause a criminal 
prosecution of you? 

Mrs. Wootry. One moment. 

Mr. Arens. Would you repeat the question, please ? 

(The pending question, as above recorded, was read by the reporter.) 

Mrs. Wootey. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Would you think anybody could go to Indian Grove, 
West Haven, Conn., without committing a crime in going there? 

Mrs. Wootrry. I refuse to answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think that everybody who has been to Indian 
Grove, West Haven, Conn., has, by his mere presence there, committed 
a crime? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. You were there in West Haven, Conn., to raise funds 
for the Communist Party of Connecticut; is that not true ¢ 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question. It might incrimi- 
nate me. 

Mr. Arens. In March 1950 you sang at a meeting sponsored by the 
Harlem regional committee of the Communist Party, did you not? 

Mrs. Woorey. I refuse to answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. The Communist Daily Worker, in its issue of March 
19, 1950, lists you as one of the principal participants in this Com- 
munist Party affair in the Harlem region. Is the Communist Daily 
Worker in error ¢ 

Mrs. Woorry. I refuse to answer that question for the same reasons 

Mr. Arens. What is your religious affiliation / 

Mrs. Wootey. Well, I am not affiliated with the church at thie 
time. 

Mr. Arens. What did you say? 

Mrs. Wooxry. I am not affiliated with a church at this time. 

Mr. Arens. When were you last affiliated with a church? 

Mrs. Wootry. I think when I was in high school, I think, junier 
high school, or high school. 

Mr. Arens. What church were you affiliated with then? 

Mrs. Wootey. A. M. E. Zion. 

Mr. Arens. Are you an atheist / 

Mrs. Wootry. No. 

Mr. Arens. You believe in God? 

Mrs. Wootry. I would say I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. Well, then, you are an agnostic, are you not? 

Mrs. Wootey. That is more like it : ves. 

Mr. Arens. Tell me the names of the organizations you belong to. 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Are all of the organizations that you belong to of a 
nature that, if you told a truthful answer about them, it would cause 
a criminal prosecution of you? 

Mrs. Wootey. No. 

Mr. Arens. Then tell us some that are of a variety that, if you told 
us about them, you might not be subjected with criminal prosecution ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I belong to the American Labor Party. I belong to 
the Committee for the Negro i in the Arts. 
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Mr. Arens. What other organizations do you belong to? 

Mrs. Wootey. I refuse to answer for the reasons I gave before. 

Mr. Arens. Is your husband a Communist ? 

Mrs. Woorry. I refuse to answer for the reason that it might in- 
criminate me. 

Mr. Arrens. Have you ever broken with the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Woorey. I refuse to answer the quest ion for the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party prior to 
the enactment of the Smith Act in 1940? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer the question on the basis that. it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Did you break with the Communist Party prior to the 
enactment of the Smith Act in 1940? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Arens. I am going to lay before you an article appearing in 
the New Challenge, by Sidney Kramer, entitled, “Peace, Hit Song in 
U.S. S. R.” and there is a photograph there of several people, is there 
not 4 

Mrs. Woorry. Yes; there is. 

Mr. Arens. Which one of these persons is you ? 

Mrs. Wootey. I refuse to answer on the basis that it might incrimi- 
nate me. 

Mr. Arens. You do not deny your own photograph, do you? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. The caption under the article makes this statement: 
“Leading the group is Hope Foye (right), outstanding young singer.” 
Ts that vou ? 

Mrs. Wootrry. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. You are not ashamed of it, are you? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. How many times have you appeared with Paul Robe- 
son ¢ 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever appeared professionally with Paul 
Robeson ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer the question on the ground that 
it might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think that just appearing on the same platform 
with Paul Robeson would cause you to be put in jail ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer the question for the reasons given 
before. 

Mr. Arens. When you were in the Soviet Union, with this Soviet 
Anti-Facist Youth Committee, in 1951, last year, did they take your 
picture over there ? 

Mrs. Wootery. I refuse to answer the question because it might in- 
criminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever seen the Kremlin ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer the question for the reasons given 
before. 

Mr. Arens. How would you like to live in Russia ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer the question for the reason given 
before. 

Mr. Arens. In case of war between the United States and the Soviet 
Union, where would your sympathies lie? 
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Mrs. Wootery. I refuse to answer the question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. W hy would it incriminate you to express a truthful 
answer to the Internal Security Committee of the United States Sen- 
ate as to where your sympathies would lie in case another horrible war 
would be thrust upon this country 4 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer the question for the reasons I have 
given. 

Mr. Arens. You are an American citizen ? 

Mrs. Woo.ry. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today as an American citizen under 
the protection of the Constitution of the United States; is that cor- 
rect ! 

Mrs. Woorry. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever applied for a passport ? 

Mrs. Woorery. I refuse to answer that question on the ground that 
it might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. On this trip to Moscow that you made last year, as a 
delegate of the Soviet Anti-Fascist Youth Committee, was Dorothy 
Gottlieb along on the trip ¢ 

Mrs. Woorey. I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. Was Joy Silver on the trip? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. Was Doris Koppelman on the trip ? 

Mrs. Woo.tey. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid your transportation ? 

Mrs. Woo.ry. | refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know Holstead Holman? 

Mrs. Wootey. Who? 

Mr. Arens. Holstead Holman, H-o-l-m-a-n? 

Mrs. Wootry. I don’t recall the name. 

Mr. Arens. | lay before you a copy of the U. S. S. R. Information 
Bulletin of May 12, 1950. On page 270 there is a picture of a man 

called or named there as Holstead Holman. I ask you if you know 
him ? 

Mrs. Woorry. I refuse to answer the question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. For the purpose of identification, of what race are you a 
member ? 

Mrs. Wootry. Primarily the Negro race, but not the only race that 
lama member of. That is one of them. 

Mr. Arens. Do you feel that the Communist Party is sincerely and 
honestly devoted to the betterment of the circumstances and conditions 
of the Negro race? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer the question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you feel that the anmnenst Party is using the 
issue of discrimination against people of the Negro race, using the 
issue of betterment of the conditions and opportunities for the Negro 
people as a wedge by which to further the nefarious ends of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 
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Mr. Arens. What have been some of the units with which you 
have been professionally associated ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I don’t know what you mean by units. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been professionally associated with a singing 
group known as the Weavers? 

Mrs. Wootry. Professionally, no. 

Mr. Arens. What has been your association with the Weavers? 

Mrs. Wootry. At one time I rehearsed with them some songs, but 
I have never sung with them professionally. 

Mr. Arens. What organizations do you belong to, professional 
organizations, aside from, say, the Communist Party, or other groups 
that you would not want to tell us about ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I don’t understand the question. 

Mr. Arens. Do you belong to any organization of professional 
singers ¢ 

Mrs. Wootey. Organization of professional singers? 

Mr. Arens. Do you belong to Equity / 

Mrs. Wootry. Do I belong to the professional unions? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

Mrs. Wootry. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Arens. Which ones do you belong to? 

Mrs. Wootry. The American Guild of Variety Artists. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever held office in that group? 

Mrs. Wootry. No. 

Mr. Arens. Any other groups of that character that you belong to? 

Mrs. Wootry. No. 

Mr. Arens. What does your husband do for a living? 

Mrs. Wootry. He is an unskilled laborer. 

Mr. Arens. Is he a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer the question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Who asked you to join the Communist Party? 

Mrs. Woorry. I refuse to answer the question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Jack Diskin ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I don’t recognize the name. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever belonged to the Young Communist 
League ¢ 

Mrs. Wootry. No. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever belonged to the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Arens. You belong to the Communist Party right now, do 
you not? 

Mrs. Woorey. I refuse to answer the question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. The Young Communist League is a Communist organi- 
zation, is itnot? By its name it is obviously so. 

Mrs. Wootry. By its name. 

Mr. Arens. It is a Communist organization, is it not? 

Mrs. Wootey. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You have told us that you never belonged to the Young 
Communist League; is that not correct ? 


Mrs. Wootry. That is right. 
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Mr. Arens. But you refuse to tell us whether or not you belong 
to the Communist Party; is that not correct ? 

Mrs. Wootey. I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. What isthe AYD, the American Youth for Democracy ? 
Have you ever belonged to that? 

Mrs. Wooxey. I refuse to answer the question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. It is a Communist organization, too, is it not? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. But you have never belonged to the Young Communist 
League, have you? 

Mrs. Wook. I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. You have told us you never belonged to the Young 
Communist League just 2 minutes ago, did you not? Did you answer 
the question ? 

Mrs. Wootry. What was the question again, please ? 

Mr. Arens. Read the question. 

(The pending question, as above recorded, was read by the 
reporter. ) 

Mrs. Wootry. That is right. 

Mr. AreNs. What do you think about this country, the United 
States of America? 

Mrs. Wootry. I think it is a wonderful country. 

Mr. Arens. You just had an article in the Daily Worker just a day 
or so ago condemning this country, - you not ¢ 

Mrs. Wooiey. I don’t know. I didn’t see any article about I 
condemned this country. 

Mr. Arens. There was an article in the Daily Worker just a day 
or so ago quoting you in condemnation of this country. 

Mrs. Woorey. I don’t know anything about it. 

Mr. Arens. What do you think of Soviet Russia? Would you like 
to live there? 

Mrs. Wootry. You asked me the question before, and the question 
before was I refuse to answer the question on the basis that it might 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. We have all of the time in the world. We are going 
to ask you all these questions we want to ask you because we have a 
duty to perform here. 

What is the Young Progressives of America ? 

Mrs. Woo.ry. I refuse to answer the question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member of the Young Progressives of 
America / 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer that question for the same reasons. 

Mr. Arens. Do you believe in the forcible overthrow of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States? 

Mrs. Woorry. I refuse to answer the question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Let us get the record straight on this. 

Is it your position that you_are taking now before the Internal 
Security Subcommittee of the United States Senate that, if you gave 
a truthful answer to the question as to whether or not you believe the 
Government of the United States should be forcibly overthrown, you 
might be criminally prosecuted ? 
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Mrs. Wootry. Just a moment [after consultation with counsel]. 
I refuse to answer the question because it might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. I am not talking about the principal question. I am 
asking you now do you feel that your answer to the principal question, 
if given truthfully, might cause you to be criminally prosecuted ? 

Mrs. Wootey. Yes; I think so. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member of the Labor Youth League? 

Mrs. Woo.ry. I refuse to answer the question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. What is the Labor Youth League? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer the question for the same reason. 

Mr. Arens. Have you recently expressed the sentiment that you 
would like to go to Russia and live there, or return to Russia and live 
there ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I don’t recall having said that I would like to go to 
Russia to live there. 

I refuse to answer the question on the basis that it might incriminate 
me. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any brothers and sisters ? 

Mrs. Wootry. I have a half-brother. 

Mr. Arens. What is his name? 

Mrs. Wootry. Yes; I have a brother named Heywood. 

Mr. Arens. What is his full name? 

Mrs. Woorry. Heywood Levister. 

Mr. Arens. What is his address? 

Mrs. Wootry. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. What city does he live in? 

Mrs. Woorry. I really don’t know. I haven't seen him. I wasn’t 
raised with them. I don’t know them. 

Mr. Arens. When did you last see him? 

Mrs. Woorey. I haven’t the slightest idea. I don’t know. I really 
don’t know when I saw him last. It has been a long time. 

Mr. Arens. How about your sister? 

Mrs. Woo.ey. I haven’t seen her, either. 

Mr. Arens. Did it ever occur to you that you might just be taken 
for a ride by these Communists, being sold a bill of goods, that you 
might be a ‘dupe by these hardened agents of the Kremlin who’are 
in the United States undertaking to overthrow the greatest, noblest 
form of government that ever existed in this world? 

Did it ever occur to you that that might be the case? 

Mrs. Wootry. I refuse to answer the question for the reasons I have 
given before. 

Mr. Arens. Does your husband go to church / 

Mrs. Wootry. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any children? 

Mrs. Wootry. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How many and how old? 

Mrs. Woorey. One. 

Mr. Arens. How old? 

Mrs. Wootry. She will be 4 in May. 

Mr. Arens. Do you want your child to grow up in an atmosphere 
of hate and an atmosphere of material:sm, and an atmosphere of 
communism ? 
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Mrs. Wootreyx. I refuse to answer the question on the basis that it 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Connors. Would you like to help this subcommittee? 

Mrs. Wootry. No; I don’t want to. 

Mr. Connors. You do not want to help the subcommittee / 

Mrs. Woo.try. No. 

Mr. Arens. That will be all. 


(Thereupon, at 11 a. m., the hearing was recessed, subject to call of 
the Chair.) 








COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH 
ORGANIZATIONS 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1952 


Unrrep States SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
or THE INTERNAL Securtry Acr aNnp Oruer INTERNAL 
Security Laws or THE CoMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, as 2 p. m., in room 457, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Willis Smith presiding. 

Present: Senator Smith. 

Also present: Frank W. Schroeder, professional staff member; 
Donald D. Connors, Jr., Michel M. Carter, and Winton H. King, 
Edward R. Duffy, investigators. 

Senator Smiru. Will you raise your right hand, please? 

Do you solemnly swear the evidence you shall give in this proceeding 
before the Internal Security Subcommittee of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee of the United States Senate, shall be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Miss Korretman. I do. ° 

Senator Smirn. Please continue with the interrogation. 


TESTIMONY OF DORIS HILDA KOPPELMAN, BRONX, N. Y., 
ACCOMPANIED BY DAVID REIN, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. Connors. Will you give your full name, please ? 

Miss Korprriman. Certainly. Doris Hilda Koppelman. 

Mr. Connors. Where do vou reside ¢ 

Miss KoprrumMan. 1142 College Avenue, Bronx, N. Y. 

Mr. Connors. Are you married ¢ 

Miss Korreirman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been married? 

Miss Korretman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Where were you educated ¢ 

Miss Korretman. In New York City. 

Mr. Connors. Will you kindly trace your education in the very 
briefest detail ? 

Miss Koprrirman. Junior High School 55, in the Bronx, and Public 
School 2 in the Bronx; Theodore Roosevelt High School in the Bronx, 
and courses at City College, Twenty-third Street, New York. 

Mr. Connors. When did you last attend City College of New York? 

Miss KorpetMan. 1946, I believe. 

Mr. Connors. Will you kindly trace your occupations since 1946? 
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Miss Korretman. Certainly. Well, I was attending college at 
night, so I have actually been working since 1941. 

Mr. Connors. All right. 

Miss KorreitMan. I was in a real-estate office as a secretary for 1 
year. 

Mr. Connors. That was in 1941? 

Miss KorreLMan. 1941, when I graduated from high school. And 
for 2 years after that, in a garment center as a secretary, and then for 
about 514 years during the war I worked in an aircraft plant. 

Mr. Con nors. When did you cease working in the aircraft plant? 

Miss KorretMan. 1946. 

Mr. Connors. When did you start in the aircraft plant? 

Miss Korretman. In 1947 I ceased, and I started in 1942. 

Mr. Connors. What aircraft plant? 

Miss KorretMan. Accmatool Co. 

Mr. Connors. At One Hundred and First Street, New York ? 

Miss Kopretman. Yes, that is right; West One Hundred and First 
Street. 

Mr. Connors. What has been your employment since 1947? 

Miss Korppetman. I worked for about 2 years in a textile factory as 
assistant purchasing agent. 

Mr. Connors. And that was in New York City? 

Miss KorpretMan. Yes, in New York City. 

Mr. Connors. What was the name? 

Miss Korpretman. United Merchants and Manufacturers. 

Mr. Connors. And that brings you up to about 1949. 

Miss Korretman. That is right. 

And I am not quite certain, but I think it was until 1947 I worked 
in the aircraft plant—No. I was in the textile factory till May of 
1950, so I must have been there from 1948 to 1950, from August 1948 
to May 1950. 

Mr. Connors. And what has been your employment since May 1950? 

Miss Koprenman. Then I have been employed in an insecticide plant 
for a few months, and then I was unemployed for a couple of weeks, 
and my latest employment is with an import-export house in New 
York City. 

Mr. Connors. What is the name? 

Miss Korretman. William Bernstein Co. 

Mr. Connors. How long have you been employed with the William 
Bernstein Co. ¢ 

Miss KorpretmMan. About 9 months. 

Mr. Connors. Have you had any other employment which you have 
not told the committee about ? 

Miss KorrpeLtMAn. No. 

Mr. Connors. And your present employment ? 

Miss KorreLMan. William Bernstein Co. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever applied for a passport ? 

Miss KoppriMan. I feel that this answer would tend to inecrimi- 
nate me. I feel, under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Connors. Do you mean to say if you gave a truthful answer 
to that question you might be exposed to a er iminal prosecution ? 

Miss Korrreiman. I believe SO. 

Mr. Connors. Can you explain to the committee how it might tend 
to incriminate you if you applied for a passport ? 
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Miss Korretman. I just feel that this would incriminate me. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been out of the continental limits of 
the United States / 

Miss KorrrenMan. I feel that the answer is the same as to the ques- 
tion previously. 

Mr. Connors. You refuse to answer the question / 

Miss KopretmMan. On the grounds of incrimination; yes. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been in Czechosleyakia / 

Miss KorpruMan. No. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been in Berlin / 

Miss KoppetMan. I feel that the answer would tend to incriminate 
me. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been in Moscow / 

Miss Korppeitman. I still answer the same way. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been in Y ugoslavia ? 

Miss Koprritman. I feel that the answer would tend to incriminate 
me. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been in England? 

Miss Korrenaan. I feel that the answer would tend to incriminate 
me. 

Mr. Connors. But you have never been in Czechoslovakia ? 

Miss KorrenMan. No. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been in France? 

Miss Korretman. Same answer, about incrimination. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been in Bulgaria ? 

Miss KopreLman. I feel that the answer would tend to incriminate 
me. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Hope Foye? 

Miss KopreitMan. I may have met her. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall having met her, or knowing her? 

Miss Korretman. Offhand, no; I don’t recall. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Sidney mene ¢ 

Miss KorrenMan. I don’t remember. I don’t think so. I don’t 
know. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Dorothy Gottlieb? 

Miss KorpenMaAn. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Joy Silver? 

Miss Korreitman. I don’t remember the name. 

Mr. Connors. Did you have a conversation with Sidney Kramer 
on Monday of this week, February 25? 

Miss Korrerman. I feel that the answer to this might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Connors. Miss Witness, Mr. Kramer has testified before this 
committee that he had a conversation with you on Monday, Febru- 
ary 25. Tam asking you now if you had that conversation with him. 

Miss Korrenman. I don't recall. 

Mr. Connors. You don’t recall having a conversation with Mr. 
Kramer on Monday ? 

Miss KorretMAN. I feel, as I said, that the answer might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Connors. Where were you on Monday, February 25, 1952? 

Miss Korretman. I was working. 

Mr. Connors. Where were you working ? 

Miss KorretMan. William Bernstein Co. 
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Mr. Connors. Were you there all day? 

Miss KopretMan. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Were you at any other building in downtown New 
York on that date? 

Miss KopretMan. Not to my knowledge. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Connors. Were you in Communist Party headquarters on Feb- 
ruary 25, 1952¢ 

Miss KorretMan. I feel that answer would tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Connors. If you answered no to that question, would you be 
incriminated ? 

Miss KorreLMan. I am not too sure, but I feel it might be. 

Mr. Connors. If you answered no to that question would you per- 
haps be laying yourself open to a prosecution for perjury ? 

Miss KorretMan. | might. 

Mr. Connors. What is the World Peace, Appeal ? 

Miss KorretMan. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Connors. You have never heard of the World Peace Appeal 

Miss KopreiMaN. I have heard of it, yes, but I don’t know exactly 
what it is. 

Mr. Connors. Tell the committee to the best of your knowledge 
what it is. 

Miss Korrerman. As far as I know it is some kind of a statement, 
something about peace. 

Mr. Connors. Didn't you endorse the World Peace Appeal in 
1950? 

Miss KoprerMan. No. 

Mr. Connors. Are you sure you did not? I want you to consider 
your answer. 

Miss Korreiman. I don’t recall, frankly. I don’t want to flatly 
say no. because I really don’t recall. 

Mr. Connors. Let me put it to you as a fact that your name appeared 
on a list of Americans endorsing the World Peace Appeal in 1950, 
and ask you to affirm or deny that fact. 

Miss KorretMan. I really don’t remember. 

Mr. Connors. Did you attend a conference called the Mid-Century 
Conference for Peace, held in Chicago on May 29 to May 30, 1950? 

Miss Koprerman. I did. 

Mr. Connors Who else was at the Mid-Century Conference for 
Peace from New York City? 

Miss Koprriman. There were about 100 people. I don’t know 
all of them, frankly. 

Mr. Connors. With whom did you travel with to the Mid-Century 
Conference for Peace? 

Miss Korretman. I traveled with about 45 people on a chartered 
plane. 

Mr. Connors. Who paid your expenses to that? 

Miss KorpenMan. I did myself. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall the identity of anyone else who was 
on that chartered plane? 

Miss Korpretman. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Can you name some of those people ? 

Miss KorretMan. There was Rabbi Jonah Caplan, Rev. William 
Howard Melish, and there was Rabbi Gerald Jacobs. I think those 
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are the only three names I remember. I know a lot of first names, but 
not last names. 

Mr. Connors. Was Leon Wofsy on that plane? 

Miss Korrenman. Not to my knowledge. The name is not familiar. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know him? 

Miss KopretMaAn. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Connors. Was Naomi Ellison on that plane ‘ 

Miss KoppetMan. Never heard of the name. 

Mr. Connors. Was Leon Appel on that plane? 

Miss Korrritman. Not to my knowledge. I don’t recall the name. 

Mr. Connors. Was Douglas Glasglow on the plane? 

Miss Koprrtman. I don't know the name. Don’t remember. 

Mr. Connors. You don’t know Douglas Glasglow? 

Miss KoprenMan. The name I may have. I don’t know him. No, 
I don’t think I even know the name. 

Mr. Connors. Who spoke at the Mid-Century Conference for Peace 
held in Chicago in May 19504 

Miss Korrerman. Among others, there was Dean John B. Thompson 
of the Rockefeller Chapel of the University of Chicago. There was 
Robert Havighurst, who is also a professor at the Unive rsity of 
Chicago. 

Mr. Connors. May I interrupt you just for a moment? 

Was Alvin Kimmel, K-i-m-m-e-], at that meeting in Chicago? 

Miss Kopretman. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Mr. Kimmel? 

Miss Korrriman. I don’t remember the name. 

Mr. Connors. You don’t remember the name ? 

Miss Korrpriman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Would it refresh vour recollection if I said he was 
a former editor of the University of Chicago Maroon? 

Miss KorretmMan. I don’t believe that would help. 

Mr. Connors. Will you continue, then, please / 

Miss Korppeiman. Rey. Willard Uphaus. 

Mr. Connors. Was Molly Lieber at that conference ? 

Miss KorrrumMan. I wouldn’t know. As I said, there were 700 
people at the conference. 

Mr. Connors. Go ahead. 

Miss KorpretmMan. I think those were the formal speakers. There 
were so many people that spoke in panels. They would introduce 
themselves, but, frankly, if it wasn’t a name I was familiar with, I 
wouldn’t really remember. 

Mr. Connors. Were any Communists at that conference ? 

Miss KorretMAN. I really wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Are you a member of the Communist Party? 

Miss Korreiman. | feel that that is a question that would tend to 
incriminate you. 

Mr. Connors. A truthful answer to that question might tend to 
expose you to criminal prosecution ¢ 

Miss Korretman. I feel that way; yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. If I asked vou are you a Communist and you are not a 
Communist and gave a negative answer to that question, that wouldn't 
incriminate you, would it ? 
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Miss Kopretman. I feel it would. I feel this is a question that 
might incriminate me. 

Mr. Connors. The question won't incriminate you. 

Miss KorretMan. The answer to it. 

Mr. Connors. Depending upon your status in the Communist Party, 
but I am saying to you that if you are not a member of the Communist 
Party and Task you if you are, and you give the answer “No, I am not,” 
that answer is not incriminatory, is it? 

Miss KorretmMan. I still stand on the ground of self-incrimination, 
I am afraid. 

Mr. Connors. You decline to answer the last question ? 

Miss KoprenMan. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Are you a member of a labor union ? 

Miss KorretmMan. No. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been a member of a labor union? 

Miss Korretman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Are you aware that the Mid-Century Conference for 
Peace has been cited by the House Un-American Activities Committee 
as a “vast sounding board for Communist propaganda” ¢ 

Miss KoprenMan. No, I am not aware of that. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been asked to join the Communist 
Party? 

Miss KoppetMan. I feel that the answer to this might tend to in- 
criminate me. 

Mr. Connors. Now, Miss Koppelman, many people may have been 
asked to join the Communist Party and there is nothing incrimina- 
tory about having been requested to join the Communist Party. 

Miss Korrenman. I still feel that I would like to stand on my 
grounds. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been connected with an organization 
called Hadassah? 

Miss KopretMan. I certainly have. 

Mr. Connors. When ? 

Miss KopreLMAN. From 1948 to 1950. 

Mr. Connors. And why did you cease being affiliated with that 
organization ? 

Miss Korpretman. I was ceased to be affiliated. I did not cease of 
my own volition. 

‘Mr. Connors. How did that come about, Miss Koppelman? 

Miss KopretmMan. In December 1950 I was expel Ned from the or- 

ganization for my activities on behalf of peace. 

Mr. Connors. For your activities on behalf of peace ? 

Miss Korretman. That is right. 

Mr. Connors. What formal charges, if any, were put against you 
by Hadassah ? 

Miss Korretman. That working for peace in an active way is in 
contradiction with the programs and principles of the organization. 

Mr. Connors. I want you to consider that answer -arefully. As a 
matter of fact, Hadassah asked you to leave that or ganization because 
of your Communist-front ac tivities; isn’t that cor rect ? 

Miss Korrpteman. That is not correct. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you that it is a fact and I want you to 
consider your answer. 

Miss Korrerman. I am telling you what they told me, sir. 
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Mr. Connors. Have you been affiliated with any Communist-front 
organizations ¢ 

Miss Korretman. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever hear of YPA? 

Miss KopretMaAn. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. What do those initials stand for? 

Miss KoppetMaN. Young Progressives of America. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been associated with the Young Pro- 
gressives of America? 

Miss KopretMAn. Yes. 

Mr. Connors, Is that a Communist-front organization ? 

Miss Korretman. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know what YCL is? 

Miss Kopretman. I stand 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been a member of the Young Com- 
munist League ? 

Miss Korretman. I stand on my ground of self-incrimination. 

Mr. Connors. You refuse to answer 

Miss KopretmMan. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know what the American Youth for Democ- 
racy is, or was ¢ 

Miss KopretMaNn. I have heard of it. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been a member of the American Youth 
for Democracy ¢ 

Miss KorreLMAN. I don’t remember. I don’t remember it really. 

Mr. Connors. Come, now. Were you a member of the American 
Youth for Democracy ? 

Miss Kopretman. I really don’t recall. 

Mr. Connors. Do you think there is a possibility vou may have been 
a member of the American Youth for Democracy / 

Miss KopretMaNn,. ‘They—there may have been a possibility. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know how the Young Progressives of America 
originated ? 

Miss KorreitMan. No. 

Mr. Connors. Were you at the founding convention of the Young 
Progressives of America ? 

Miss KoprerMan. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Where and when was that convention ? 

Miss KopretMaNn. I believe it was in Philadelphia. In 1948; that 
is right. 

Mr. Connors. Who invited you to that convention ¢ 

Miss Korrpetman. I wasn’t invited. I just came because I heard 
about it and I was interested in seeing what was going on. 

Mr. Connors. How did you obtain entrance to the convention? 

Miss KorretMan. Anyone was able to obtain entrance. 

Mr. Connors. And you were a member of the New York executive 
board of YPA? 

Miss Korrrrman. I think I was elected from that founding con- 
vention to it. I am not quite sure. 

Mr. Connors. Did you go to the founding convention of the YPA 
alone? ’ 

Miss KorrenMan. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Did you meet anybody down there whom you knew 
prior to having gone down there? 
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Miss Korrpetman. There were some familiar faces, yes. 

Mr. Connors. Who? 

Miss KopretMan. It’s beensolongago. I can’t remember the names. 

Mr. Connors. How about Carl Ross? 

Miss Korrpetman. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. How about Winifred Norman ? 

Miss Korretman. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. You don’t know Naomi Ellison? 

Miss Korrritman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Tish Innes, I-n-n-e-s, T-i-s-h, the first 
name ¢ 

Miss Korrteman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Eleanor Goldstein ? 

Miss Koprteman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Irving Rosenberg ? 

Miss Korrteman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Suppose | you tell us who you do know who was form- 
erly associated with YPA ? 

Miss Korrretman. I was never active in the organization, so I have 
met people, but I don’t know names. 

Mr. Connors. We have sworn testimony to the effect that you were 
a member of the New York State executive board of the YPA. 

Miss Korreitman. That is right. 

Mr. Connors. Are you trying to tell this committee, now, that you 
do not remember any person who was in the New York YPA when you 
were a member of the New York State executive board of that organ- 
ization ¢ 


Miss Korretman. I think I attended one meeting of the State execu- 
tive board and I don’t think we went around the room introducing 


‘ 


ourselves. 

Mr. Connors. Do you remember anybody who attended that meet- 
ing of the executive board with you! 

Miss Korrrim.n. I didn’t go with anyone. 

Mr. Connors. What local chapter of the YPA did you belong to? 

Miss Korpteman. Tom Paine. 

Mr. Connors. Where is that located ? 

Miss Korretman. In the Bronx. 

Mr. Connors. Was that a high-school club? 

Miss Korreitman. When it originated, it was a young adult club, 
but I understand since it’s become a teen-age club. 

Mr. Connors. Who was in that club with you? 

Miss KoppeirMan. See, at that time it wasn’t YPA even. It was 
Youth for Wallace when we originated, when I was active in it. 

Mr. Connors. Yes; I understand that. 

Miss KoprerMan. So that I don’t recall really the names I don’t 
think I can remember any last names, frankly. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever attend a meeting of any other club of 
the YPA other than the Tom Paine Club? 

Miss Koprretman. I think I spoke at one group up in the Allerton 
area section, but I don’t even remember the name of the group. They 
asked me to speak on denazificatiom 

Mr. Connors. Do you mean to tell this subcommitte that you were a 
member of the New York State executive board of the YPA, an 
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elective office, and that you can’t remember a single person who was 
in the YPA? 

Miss Kopretman. That I was associated with; no. 

Mr. Connors. Don’t qualify. I don’t care whether you were asso- 
ciated with them, or not. I want to know the names of the people 
whom you recall as being members of the YPA. 

Miss Korretman. I know one that I can really remember, David 
McCanns. 

Mr. Connors. Did he ever go to China ? 

Miss Kopretman. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Are you sure you don’t know? 

Miss Korretman. I am sure I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever read anything he has written ? 

Miss Korretman. Not to my recollection. 

Mr. Connors. You are quite sure of that ? 

Miss KorreLMan. Not to my recollection. 

Mr. Connors. Did you run for the State assembly on the American 
Labor Party ticket in 1948 ¢ 

Miss Koppetaan. I did. 

Mr. Connors. Who solicited your candidacy ? 

Miss KopretmMan. The Bronx County ALP. 

Mr. Connors. Are there any Communists in the Bronx County 
ALP? 

Miss Koprrtman. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know anybody who is a member of the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Miss KorreLtMan, I feel that that answer would tend to incriminate 
me. 

Mr. Connors. How would that answer incriminate you ? 

Miss KorrpriMan. I feel that the answer to that would be incrim- 
inating. 

Mr. Connors. I know people who are in the Communist Party and 
I don’t feel I am incriminated thereby. 

Miss KopretmMan. I do. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Douglas Glasgow ? 

Miss KopretmMan. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Connors. Are you sure you don’t recall / 

Miss KoprenmMan. Yes; lam sure I don’t recall. 

Mr. Connors. We have sworn testimony to this effect, speaking of 
the Young Peoples General Assembly for Peace, and I quote: 

In its original formation, Miss Koppelman was assisted by a young man named 
Douglas Glasgow, formerly in the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People. I believe he is located in Manhattan. An attempt to obtain 
material from this organization resulted in discovering that the organization no 
longer has headquarters, but is operating out of Miss Koppelman’s house. 

Now do you recall Douglas Glasgow ¢ 

Miss Kopre:man. I met so many people it is very difficult. 

Mr. Connors. Do you or do you not recall Douglas Glasgow / 

Miss KopretmMan. I do not recall. 

Mr. Connors. Did the Young Peoples Assembly for Peace have its 
headquarters in your home at any time? 

Miss KorpretMaAn. No. 

Mr. Connors. Are you sure of that? 
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Miss KopretMan. I am positive. 

Mr. Connors. You realize the import of the sworn testimony which 
T have read ¢ 

Miss Korpetman. I do. 

Mr. Connors. Were you at any time associated with the Young 
Peoples General Assembly for Peace? 

Miss KorpreitMan. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Where was its headquarters? 

Miss KopretMan. 116 Nassau Street, New York City. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever have any publications of that organiza- 
tion in your home? 

Miss KorretMaAn. I may have kept copies. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever distribute any material put out by that 
organization from your home? 

Miss KopretMan. No. 

Mr. Connors. Are you sure you did not? 

Miss Kopretman. I] am positive. 

Mr. Connors. As a matter of fact, in January 1951 you were acting 
executive secretary of the Young Peoples General Assembly for Peace, 
were you not / 

Miss KorretMan. I was. 

Mr. Connors. Who was associated with you in the Young Peoples 
General Assembly for Peace? 

-Miss Korrerman. National, or New York? 

Mr. Connors. New York? 

Miss Korrrtman. At New York, Frances White. 

Mr. Connors. Is that the wife of Charles White? 

Miss Korrpetman. Well, I never saw them together. 

Mr. Connors. Don’t quibble about that question. You know per- 
fectly well that she is the wife of Charles White? 

Miss KoppetmMan. Are you asking me, or giving me an answer? 

Mr. Connors. Do you know, or don’t you know? 

Miss Korreitman. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever seen Frances White in company with 
Charles White? 

Miss Korprperman. No. I don’t know. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Connors. Are you sure you do not recall ? 

Miss Korreiman. I do not recall. I may have. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Did you, or did you not? 

Miss Korrerman. I do not know. 

Mr. Connors. I want you to think about that answer for a minute, 
and make perfectly sure in your own mind that that is the answer you 
wanted to give to that question. 

Miss Koprerman. That’s right. 

Mr. Connors. I lay before you a photostatic copy of an article from 
the New Challenge and I invite your attention to the picture in the 
lower left-hand corner and ask you if Frances White is in that picture. 

Miss KorretMan. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Is Charles White in that picture? 

Miss Koprrirman. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Are you in that picture? 

Miss Koprrtman. I feel that the answer to that would tend to in- 
criminate me. 

Mr. Connors. Is not that a picture of you right there? 
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Miss KorrreiMaN. I stand on my constitutional rights. I feel that 
that answer would tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Connors. Now, if you were in this picture, and I assure you that 
this picture is a likeness of you, and Charles White and Frances White 
are in that picture, how can you say you have never seen Frances 
White in the company of Charles White? 

Miss KorrpritMan. I feel that the answer to that would tend to in- 
criminate me. 

Mr. Connors. Who else assisted you in connection with this Young 
Peoples General Assembly for Peace with the exception of Frances 
White? Miss Koppelman, our purpose here is not to embarrass you 
at all, but we do want to get the truth from you, but we are not going 
to have a lot of quibbling about such a matter as that. 

If you want a recess you may have one. 

Miss Korreiman. There was 2 young man, Joseph Tankovich. 

Mr. Connors. Was Charles White in this enterprise / 

Miss Korrriuman. No, Kenneth Whitlock, Max Landner, Evelyn 
Hamisch, Herbert Boykin—that’s all I can think of. 

Mr. Connors, Is Frances White a Communist ? 

Miss KopretMAN. I feel that that answer would tend to incriminate 
me. 

Mr. Connors. Has your counsel explained to you that the privilege 
you have under the fifth amendment is personal? 

Miss KopreLMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. How would it incriminate you to say whether or not 
Frances White is a Communist ? 

Miss KopretmMan. I feel that the answer to that would be self-in- 
criminating. 

Mr. Connors. Is Charles White a Communist ? 

Miss Korretman. I claim my privilege under the amendment. 

Mr. Connors. Is Joseph Tankovich a Communist ? 

Miss KopretMan. I claim the privilege under the amendment. 

Mr. Connors. Is there anybody who was formerly associated, 
who is presently associated w ith the Young Peoples General Asse ats 
for Peace who is not a Communist ? 

Miss Korpritman. I claim that privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Did you understand the question ? 

Miss Kopretman. I think so. 

Mr. Connors. What is the Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order? 

Miss Koprryman. From what I have read it’s a fraternal organiza- 
tion of Jewish people. 

Mr. Connors. What is the Jewish Young Fraternalists Organi- 
zation ¢ 

Miss KopretmMaNn. From what I have read, similarly of the youth, a 
fraternal organization. 

Mr. Connors. Is your knowledge of the Jewish Young Fraternalists 
Organization confined exclusively to what you have read about it? 

Miss Kopreman. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever a member of that organization / 

Miss KopretMan. No. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever affiliated with that organization in 
any way ? 

Miss KopretMan. No. 

Mr. Connors. Did vou ever attend a gathering of that organization? 
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Miss KopreitMan. I may have. 

Mr. Connors. You did, didn’t you ? 

Miss KorretmMan. I may have. 

Mr. Connors. Didn’t you attend in New York City in December of 
1949 the Second National Conference of the Jewish Young Fra- 
ternalists ? 

Miss KopretMan. I may have. I really don’t recall. 

Mr. Connors. You honestly don’t recall ? 

Miss KorretmMan. I honestly don’t recall. I attend so many gather- 
ings. 

Mr. Connors. How many gatherings did you attend in December 
of 1949? 

Miss KorrpeiMan. I really couldn’t answer that question. I really 
wouldn't know, honestly. 

Mr. Connors. Are you aware that the Jewish Fraternal Order ha: 
been cited by the Attorney General as Communist ? 

Miss Korpriman. I have read that, yes. 

Mr. Connors. I asked you before if you knew Sidney Kramer. 
am going to ask you again. Do you know Sidney Kramer? 

Miss Korrenman. I feel that answer to that would tend to incrimi- 


nate me. 

Mr. Connors. Are you aware that there is such a person as Sidney 
Kramer? 

Miss Korrerman. If I feel it would tend to incriminate me, | 
wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Take another look at this picture to which I alluded 
amoment ago. Isthat not a picture of Sidney Kramer? 


Miss KorpretMAN. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Take your time about answering the question. 

Miss Korrreiman. I feel on the grounds that it would tend to in- 
criminate me. 

Mr. Connors. You have already identified Frances White and 
Charles White in this picture. 

Now, I suggest that you have opened that avenue of inquiry, and 
consult with your attorney, if you wish, but I am asking you to iden- 
tify that person there on whose head I have that pencil. 

Miss KorrenmMan (after consultation with counsel). Mr. Connors. 
I claim my privilege. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). If you claim your privilege with respect 
to identification of this person here—— 

Miss KoppetMan. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Louis Diskin, D-i-s-k-i-n ? 

Miss Korrriman. I feel that the answer to that may tend to in- 
criminate me. 

Mr. Connors. He is a New York State leader of the youth section of 
the Communist Party there, isn’t he? 

Miss KorretMan. I feel that the answer might tend to incriminate 
me. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever attend a meeting with Louis Diskin? 

Miss Korreiman. I feel that the answer to that might tend to in- 
criminate me. 

Mr. Connors. If you never had a meeting with Louis Diskin, and 

said so, that w ouldn'‘t incriminate you. 
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Miss KorrerMAn. On the basis that the previous question would 
tend to incriminate me, and so would the answer. 

Mr. Connors. Did you belong to the Labor Youth League? 

Miss KoprpeLMan. I feel that answer would tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Connors. What is the Labor Youth League? 

Miss Korreiman. I feel that answer would tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever work at 799 Broadway, New York City ? 

Miss oe in. No. 

Mr. Connors. A few minutes ago you outlined your occupations 
from the time you ceased attendance at CCNY. You did not mention 
that you were secretary of the Young Peoples General Assembly for 
Peace. Was that in the nature of an extracurricular activity ? 

Miss KorretmMan. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. It was? 

Miss Koprenman. I was full time, but it wasn’t employment. I 
wasn’t being paid. You asked me about my employment. 

Mr. Connors. You were not being paid for any work you did for the 
Young Peoples General Assembly for Peace ? 

Miss KorretmMan. No. 

Mr. Connors. Did Hadassah pay you for any work you did for 
them ? 

Miss KorreinmMan. No, that’s a voluntary organization. 

Mr. Connors. Did the Jewish Young Frater nalists organization pay 
you for any work you did for them ¢ 

Miss KopreiMan. No. 

Mr. Connors. Were you working in May 19504 

Miss KorretMan. That’s right. 

Mr. Connors. Where? 

Miss KorpenmMan. At the United Merchants and Manufacturers. 
I told you I left there in May 1950, the end of May. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Hope Foye? 

Miss Korreiman. I feel the answer to that might tend to incrimi- 
nate me. 

Mr. Connors. Here is another page from the New Challenge. I 
invite your attention to a picture appearing on it. Is that Hope Foye 
there? 

Miss Korreirman. I feel that the answer to that would tend to in- 
criminate me. 

Mr, Connors. Would you read what appears under that picture? 

Miss KoprenMan (re: iding) : 

American youth after attending the Berlin festival last August went on to tour 
the Soviet Union to see what it is really like. Here they are performing a song 
at Moscow University, whose force had been entertaining them. Leading the 
group is Hope Foye [right], outstanding young singer. 

Mr. Connors. Do you deny knowing Hope Foye? 

Miss KopretMan. I use my privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Do you deny traveling to Berlin in 1951? 

Miss KopreitMan. I use my privilege. 

Mr. Connors. I hand you another publication, the May 12, 1950, 
issue of the U. S. S. R. Information Bulletin, and invite your attention 
to a picture of a young man in the lower corner here [indicating], and 
ask you if you know that man. 

Miss Korrerman. I feel the answer to that would tend to incrimi- 
nate me. 
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Mr. Connors. Do you deny knowing that individual ? 

Miss Korreiman. I feel that answer would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know that man as Holman Hull (H-u-1-l) ? 

Miss Korretman. I claim my privilege on the basis that the answer 
to the last question. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know him as Halstead Holman? 

Miss Korretman. I use my privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know where this individual lives at the pres- 
ent time? 

Miss Korretman. I use my privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Now, knowledge of his present whereabouts wouldn’t 
incriminate you. 

Miss KorreLMANn. I use my privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Do you want to consult with your attorney on that? 

Miss KorretMan (after consultation with counsel). I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. You don’t know where he is ? 

Miss Kopretman. No. 

Mr. Connors. When was the last time you saw him? 

Miss Korretman. I feel the answer to that would tend to incrimi- 
nate me. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever seen him in the United States? 

Miss Korretman. I feel the answer to that would tend to incrimi- 
nate me. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever seen this publication called Supple- 
ment to World Student News, volume 5, No. 2? 

Miss Korppetman. No. 

Mr. Connors, You have never seen it ? 

Miss KopreLMAN. (Nods head negatively.) 

Mr. Connors. On page 7 of that public ition appears the following 
quotation: 

Student peace committees have now been established in a great number of 
campuses in the United States and their work indicates that this form of activity 
is in many countries the best for initiating students action for peace. A 3-day 
student peace conference has recently concluded at Cornell, in which very 
wide representation of students of all manner of opinion participated. Most 
significant of all is the participation of large numbers of student representatives 
in the National Youth Peace Assembly held in Chicago a few days ago. 

The date of this publication is January 1951. Have you ever seen 
that paragraph before? 

Miss Korprpetman. Never. 

Mr. Connors. Are you familiar with the IUS? 

Miss KoppetMan. What is that? 

Mr. Connors. International Union of Students. 

Miss Kopretman. I have heard of the organization. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been a member of it? 

Miss Kopretman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever attended a meeting of it? 

Miss Kopretman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Are you sure you have never attended a meeting 
of it? 

Miss KopretmMan. Not to my recollection. 

Mr. Connors. Do you deny that you were in Berlin in 1951? 

Miss KorrenMan. I feel the answer to that would tend to incrimi- 
nate me. 
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Mr. Connors. When you were a junior Hadassah didn’t you send a 
wire to the President of the United States ¢ . 

Miss Korretman. I may have. I sent many wires. Particularly 
on what? 

Mr. Connors. Urging that the President of the United States meet 
with Premier Stalin? 

Miss KorretmMan. No; I am sure I did not. 

Mr. Connors. You are sure you didn’t 

Miss Koprenman. That’s right. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that the Daily Worker on February 10, 1949, carried an 
article entitled “Youth Leaders Ask U. S.-U.S. 5S. R. Talk. 

This article listed individuals as representing organizations which 
had wired messages to President Truman urging the meeting with 
Premier Stalin. Your name was on this list. 

Miss KorretMan (consultation with counsel). I really don’t recall. 

Mr. Connors. Who is Massie Kennard, M-a-s-s-i-e K-e-n-n-a-r-d ¢ 

Miss KorretMAn. He is a minister from Chicago, and the chairman 
of the Young Peoples General Assembly for Peace. 

Mr. Connors. Is he a Communist? 

Miss Korretman. I feel the answer to that would tend to incrimi- 
nate me. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know whether he is a Communist or not? 

Miss Korretman. I feel the answer to that would tend to incrimi- 
nate me. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been in the Communist Party head- 
quarters in New York City? 

Miss Korretman. I feel the answer to that would tend to incrimi- 
nate me. 

Mr. Connors. The answer to that wouldn’t be incriminating at all. 
Many people have been in the Communist Party headquarters in New 
York City. 

Miss KopreLmMAn. I feel it would. 

Mr. Connors. Who invited you to attend the world youth festival 
in Berlin? 

Miss KoprrimMan. I feel the answer to that would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever hear of the third world youth and stu- 
dent peace festival in Berlin ? 

Miss KorrenMan. I read about it. 

Mr. Connors. Where did you read about it? 

Miss Korretman. In the New York Times. 

Mr. Connors. Where else ? 

Miss Korretman. Herald Tribune. 

Mr. Connors. Where else? 

Miss KorrritMan. That’s all I can recall. 

Mr. Connors. Are you sure that is all you can recall ? 

Miss Korrrnman. That’s right. 

. Mr. Connors. Did you ever read about it in the Daily Worker ? 

Miss Korrenman. I don’t think so. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever read about it in any German news- 
papers ? 

Miss Korretman. I feel the answer to that would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Harvey Matusow, M-a-t-u-s-o-w ? 

Miss KorretMan. No. 
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Mr. Connors. Did you ever hear the name ? 

Miss KorrpetMan. I read it in the Journal-American. 

Mr. Connors. You did not know that man when he was in the 
Communist Party ? 

Miss KoprpetmMan. I never heard of the man. I never met the man. 

Mr. Connors. Wasn't the Young Progressives of America a Com- 
munist Party organization ¢ 

Miss KopreLM,Nn. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Connors. What publications did the Young Progressives of 
America put out / 

Miss Korretman. I know they put out some kind of a bulletin, but 
I really don’t know the name of it. 

Mr. Connors. What was in that bulletin ? 

Miss KorpretmMan. I read it once, I think, and it was news about 
the activities of the different clubs in the organization. 

Mr. Connors. Was that a mimeographed bulletin 

Miss Kopre.MAN. I am not re: lly certain. I don’t really remember. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever, in your connection with the YPA 
apply to the Communist Party for speakers ! 

Miss KorretmMan. No; I never did. 

Mr. Connors. Did the organization, as such, to the best of your 
knowledge ? 

Miss Korretman. To the best of my knowledge, no. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Allen Eberman ¢ 

Miss Kopretman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Irene Wheeler / 

Miss Koprritman. Don’t recall the name. 


Mr. Connors. Are you sure é 

Miss Kopretman. I am. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever in an organization called the Sweet- 
hearts of Servicemen ? 

Miss KorretmMan. No. 

Mr. Connors. Let me read you the following testimony, if you 
please : 


Mr. ARENS. Would you express yourself with reference to allied or affiliated 
organizations of the Young Progressives of America? 

Mr. RoMERSTEIN. I am afraid I don’t understand what you mean. 

Mr. ARENS. Are there not some other organizations which grew out of the 
Young Progressives of America or in some way paralleled to the Young Pro- 
gressjves of America? 

Mr. ROMERSTEIN. I see what you mean. Yes; there is an organization called 
the Young Peoples General Assembly for Peace, which is led by a young woman 
named Doris Koppelman. She is loeated in the Bronx, and she ran for the 
State assembly on the American Labor Party ticket in 1948, I believe. She is 
known to me as a member of the New York State executive board of the YPA 

As I said, now she is working in the Young Peoples General Assembly for 
Peace. It is a new front that has been set up for the purpose of roping in pacifists 
and so on, and other people who are not Communists but are sincerely interested 
in peace. 

What is your comment on that testimony ? 

Miss Korretman. I have been associated with the Young Progres- 
sives of America, and I am connected with the Young Peoples Gen- 
eral Assembly for Peace; that is true. I told you so. 

Mr. Connors. Is or was the Young Peoples General Assembly 
for Peace a Communist front ? 

Miss Korretman. Not to my knowledge. 
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Mr. Connors. You were the top person in the Young Peoples Gen- 
eral Assembly for Peace, were you not ? 

Miss Koprenman. That's ri ight. Well, one of the leading people. 

Mr. Connors. You are a member of the Communist P arty, are you 
not ¢ 

Miss KopretMan. I feel that the answer to that would be very self- 
incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. If you answered that question “No,” and that were 
a truthful answer, you would not be incriminated, would you 4 

Miss Korrenman. I feel that the answer to that would be incrim- 
inating. 

Mr. Connors. The answer to the last question ? 

Miss KorpreLMan. The answer to both questions. 

Mr. Connors. Then your testimony before this subcommittee is that 
you deny that the Young Peoples General Assembly for Peace is a 
Communist front and yet you, who are one of the two or three top 
persons In the Young: Peoples Assembly for Peace, refuse to say 
whether or not you are a Communist ¢ 

Miss KopreLMaAN. " refuse to say 

Mr. Connors. What inference does that leave with the committee? 

Miss KorreLMan. That’s for you to judge. 

Mr. Connors. What would you say would be the inference left? 

Miss Korretman. I really can’t say. 

Mr. Connors. Do you think a fair inference would be that you are 
a Communist and that the Young Peoples General Assembly for 
Peace is a Communist-front organization ¢ 

Miss KorreiMan. I really couldn't answer that. 

Mr. Connors. You mean you don’t want to answer. You could 
answer, of course. 

Miss Korretman. O. K. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever belong to the Civil Rights Congress? 

Miss KorpreitMan. No. 

Mr. Conners. Did you ever contribute money to the Civil Rights 
Congress ? ; 

Miss KopreLtMan. I may have. 

Mr. Connors. Did you or did you not? 

Miss KorretMan. I may have. I don’t really know. 

Mr. Conners. Did you ever contribute money to the Communist 
Party ? 

Miss KorretMan, No. 

Mr. Connors. No? 

Miss Korpriman. I feel the answer to that would be self-incrimi- 
nating. 

Mr. Connors. You have already said “No,” you did not. Do you 
want to consult with your attorney on that ? 

Miss Korrrrman (after consultation with counsel). I feel that it 
would be self- erie iting, and a slip of the tongue sometimes 
happens. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that the Young Progressives of America was a Communist- 
front organization deliberately and methodically set up by the Com- 
munist Party to capture the youth of America. 

Miss KorretMAn. I don’t quite get it. You are saying it is fact, or 
asking me a question ? 
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Mr. Connors. I am asking you to affirm or deny that fact, to the 
best. of your knowledge. 

Miss Korretman (after consultation with counsel). Not to my 
knowledge. 

Mr. Connors. Not to your knowledge ? 

Miss Korrriman. (shakes head affirmativ ely). 

Mr. Connors. Are you a Communist ? 

Miss Koprr“tMan. | feel that that answer would be self-incrimi- 
nating. 

Mr. Connors. Were you a member of the Young Progressives of 
America ¢ 

Miss KorpretMan. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Are you now a member of that organization ? 

Miss Korpziuman. No. 

Mr. Connors. When did you cease being a member of it ? 

Miss KorprpriMan. I just didn’t pay my dues the last 2 years. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been a member of the Labor Youth 
League ¢ 

Miss KorrpetMan. I feel that that answer would be self-incrimi- 
nating. 

Mr. Connors. Why would that answer be self-incriminating when 
the answer to a similar question about the YPA is not self-incrimi- 
nating ? 

Miss KorretMAn. I feel that the very answer would be incrimi- 
nating. 

Mr. Connors. Miss Koppelman, do you want to help this com- 
mittee ? 

Miss KorrenMan. Of course. I wouldn’t be here. 

Mr. Connors. You are here because you were subpenaed. If you 
really wanted to help this committee you could furnish us with the 
names of people who are members of the Labor Youth League, could 
you not ¢ 

Miss KopretMan. I feel that would be incriminating me. 

Mr. Connors. You could tell us the truth about the meeting you 
had with Hope Foye, Sidney Kramer, Dorothy Gottlieb, and Jo) 
Silver last Monday. 

Miss KorreimMan. I feel that would be incriminating me. 

Mr. Connors. You feel that would be incriminating you? 

Miss KorpreLMAn. I just feel that it would. 

Mr. Connors. Do you feel that because you met with Hope Fove 
and Sidney Kramer and Joy Silver and Dorothy Gottlieb you might 
be laying yourself open to a criminal prosecution ? 

Miss Korretman. I do. 

Mr. Connors. You do? 

Miss KorretMan. Yes; that’s a possibility. 

Mr. Connors. What type of criminal prosecution do you contem- 
plate ¢ 

Miss Korretman. I don’t know, but I know it’s possible; it’s hap- 
pened before. 

Mr. Connors. I beg your pardon; it has never happened before that 
a criminal prosecution has been launched against you because you had 
a meeting with Hope Foye, Joy Silver, Dorothy Gottlieb, and Sidney 
Kramer. 

Miss Kopretman. I feel it would tend to incriminate me. 
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Mr. Connors. But it has happened before? 

Miss KorpretmMan. That’s right. 

Mr. Connors. Where did you first meet Sidney Kramer ¢ 

Miss Korreiman. I feel the answer to that would be self-incrimi- 
nating. 


Mr. Connors. Is Sidney Kramer the president or the top officer in 
the Labor Youth League? 


Miss KorrenMan. I feel that the answer to that would be incrimi- 
nae 

Mr. Connors. Is Hope Foye a Communist ? 

Miss Korre~man. I feel that would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Is Herbert Boykin a Communist ¢ 

Miss Korpretman. I feel that would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Is Max Lendner a Communist / 

Miss KorreLMan. Same answer. 

Mr. Connors. Is Kenneth Whitlock a Communist / 

Miss KorpreLMan. Same answer. 

Mr. Connors. Is Evelyn Hamisch a Communist ? 

Miss KorprenMan. Same answer. 

Mr. Connors. How would it incriminate you to say whether or not 
Max Lendner is a Communist? 

Miss Korretman. | just feel that it would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. You just feel it is incriminating. Do you know? 
Or don’t you know ¢ 

Miss Korrpeitman. I know. 

Mr. Connors. 'To what organizations do you presently belong / 

Miss Kopretman. Young Pe oples General Assembly for Peace, the 
American Labor Party. 

Mr. Connors. Let us take the Young Peoples General Assembly 
for Peace. What is the organizational structure of that / 

Miss KorpretMAn. It has a national executive body. 

Mr. Connors. The Young Peoples General Assembly for Peace has 
i national executive body ? 

Miss Korprerman. That’s right. 

Mr. Connors. How were the officers of the national executive 
body— 

Miss KorretMan. At the conference in January 1951 in Chicago. 

Mr. Connors. Elected ? 

Miss Kopretman. Elected by the group, by 250 young people. 

Mr. Connors. Who are the members of the national executive board 
of the Young Peoples General Assembly for Peace? 

Miss Koprriman. The chairman is Rev. Massie Kennard. One 
of the vice chairmen is Rev. Donald Matthews of Kalamazoo, Mich., 
ind I am a vice chairman. 

Mr. Connors. Are there any other vice chairmen ? 

Miss KorretmMan. No. 

Mr. Connors. Are there any others on the national executive board ¢ 

Miss Korretman. There are two executive secretaries from Chicago. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know who they are ? 

Miss Korrriman. Marilyn Toman and Violet Phinney. 

Mr. Connors. How do you spell that? 

Miss Korrenman. I think it is P-h-i-n-n-e- 

Mr. Connors. Is Violet Phinney a C cantante | ? 

88400—52——11 
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Miss Korrrtman. I feel the answer to that would be self-incrimi- 
nating. 

Mr. Connors. Do you actually know whether or not she is a 
Communist ? 

Miss Korrerman. I feel the answer to that would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Is Marilyn Toman a Communist ¢ 

Miss Korretman. I feel the answer to that would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know whether she is or is not a Communist / 

Miss KopreLMan. I feel it would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Do you want to consult with your counsel ? 

Miss KorrpetMan (after consultation with counsel). I still maintain 
that answer. 

Mr. Connors. Is Donald Matthews a Communist ? 

Miss Kopretman. I feel it would be self-incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Do you actually know whether or not he is a Com 
munist / 

Miss Korrritman, I feel it would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Is Massie Kennard a Communist ? 

Miss KoprenMan. Same answer about incrimination. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know whether or not she is a Communist ¢ 

Miss KopretmMan. I feel that would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. What is the rest of the organizational structure of 
the Young People’s General Assembly for Peace ? 

Miss Koprrrman. There isn’t any real organizational structure. 

In various parts of the country there are little groups of people 
who are working on a similar structure as the Young Peoples General 
Assembly for Peace, which don’t have any program as such, but which 
gather together young people to discuss the question of peace, of UMT. 
of any question that concerns young people, and so there are groups 
in many parts of the country that, while they are not affiliated because 
we are not an affiliated organization, they support the Young Peoples 
General Assembly for Peace and its activities and they have discus 
sions, forums, debates. 

Mr. Connors. Is the Young Peoples General Assembly for Peace 
affiliated with any other organization ? 

Miss KoprpeLMAn. No. 

Mr. Connors. None at all? 

Miss KorpreLMaAn. None at all. 

Mr. Connors. Is it now, or has it ever been, affiliated with the So- 
viet Anti-Fascist Youth Committee ? 

Miss KopreLman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever exchanged correspondence with the 
Soviet Anti-Fascist Youth Committee ? 

Miss KorpretmMan. Greetings at the conference we had in January. 

We received a cablegram from them, and we, in turn, sent them a 
cablegram. We received cablegrams from all over the world at the 
conference in January in Chicago, and we in turn replied to these 
cables with greetings from the conference, which was adopted by the 
members at the conference. 

Mr. Connors. But the Soviet Anti-Fascist Youth Committee took 
the initiative in wiring / 

Miss KorrrtmMan. That’s right. 

Mr. Connors. How did the Soviet Anti-Fascist Youth Committee 
know that you were having a conference in Chicago? 
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Miss KopreLMaAn. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Are you sure you did not communicate with them 
and tell them ? 

Miss KopretMan. No: I did not. 

Mr. Connors. You did not. Did anyone else? 

Miss Korretman. No; not to my knowledge. I was in charge of 
all that. 

Mr. Connors. Do you think that the Communist Party perhaps 
told the Soviet Anti-Fascist Youth Committee that the Young Peo- 
ples Gener al Assembly for Peace was having a conference in Chicago ‘ 

Miss Korrenaan. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Are you sure of that answer 4 

Miss Korretman. | am sure of that answer. 

Mr. Connors. Is the Young Peoples General Assembly for Peace 
affiliated in any way with the Communist Party, U. S. A.? 

Miss KopretMan. No. 

Mr. Connors. You are a vice chairman, is that correct, of the Young 
Peoples General Assembly for Peace / 

Miss KorretMan. That’s right. 

Mr. Connors. Do you deny that you attended the festival of the 
Soviet Anti-Fascist Youth Committee in September and October 1951 
in Moscow ? 

Miss KorpenMan. I feel that that answer would be self-incrimi- 
nating. 

Mr. Connors. Did you attend that convention as a representative 
of the Young Peoples General Assembly for Peace ? 

Miss KopretmMan. I feel that answer would be self-incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. If you did not attend that convention in Moscow as 
a representative of the Young Peoples General Assembly for Peace, 
you could say so, couldn’t you ? 

Miss Korretman. I feel that that answer would be incriminating 
me. 

Mr. Connors. Where in the United States does the Young Peoples 
General Assembly for Peace have these groups which you mentioned 
amoment ago ¢ 

Miss KopretmMan. Mostly in the Midwest; in Cleveland, Ohio; De- 
troit, Mich.; Chicago, Ill. I think some on the coast. 

Mr. Connors. Is there one in Indianapolis / 

Miss KorretmMan. I wouldn't know. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Connors. Cleveland, Detroit. and C hicago? 

Miss Koprenman. Yes: and in New York. 

Mr. Connors. You spoke of the coast. You mean the west coast? 

Miss KorpetMaAN. Yes: the west coast. 

Mr. Connors. San Francisco 4 

Miss KorretmMan. Yes: because there was a representative at the 
conference from San Francisco, and he was supposed to go home to 
see What he could do, but I really haven't heard from him since then. 

Mr. Connors. Who was that person 

Miss Koppetman. Ted Rolf, I believe his name was. 

Mr. Connors. How about Seattle? 

Miss Korretman. No; nobody would be there from Seattle. 

Mr. Connors. How about Los Angeles ? 

Miss Korrpenman. No: not from Los Angeles. The only one from 
the west coast was Ted Rolf of San Francisco. 
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Mr. Connors. Who was there from Cleveland ? 

Miss Korpretman. There were about 25 people there from Cleveland. 
I know some of their names. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall the person in Cleveland who is more or 
less in charge of the Cleveland chapter ? 

Miss Korrenman. Carlos Grubbs. 

Mr. Connors. Is he a Communist ? 

Miss Korrteman. I feel the answer to that would be self-incrimi- 
nating. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know whether or not he is a Communist? 

Miss Korretman. I feel that answer would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Who is the head in Detroit ? 

Miss KopretMan. The young man who was is now in the Army, so 
I don’t know who is taking over. 

Mr. Connors. What is his name? 

Miss KopretMan. William Richardson. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know where he lived in Detroit? 

Miss KopretMan. I have it at home, but I don’t have it with me. 
think in Hamtramck, which is a suburb of Detroit. 

Mr. Connors. How long has he been in the Army? 

Miss KorpretmMan. Close toa year. He went soon after tlte assembly 
was over. 

Mr. Connors. Is he a Communist ? 

Miss Koppriman. I feel that the answer to that would be inerimi- 
nating. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know whether he is a Communist, or not? 

Miss Korretman. I feel that would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Who is the head man in Chicago? 

Miss Koprerman. Actually, the Chicago people, the leaders, are 
Marilyn Tonam and Violet Phinney. 

Mr. Connors. How about Kimmel ? 

Miss Korreirman. He’s not in the assembly, to my knowledge. His 
name is not familiar. 

Mr. Connors. You are the head officer in New York; is that correct? 

Miss KorpretMan. One of them, because I am national vice presi- 
dent. There are leaders of the New York group as such. 

Mr. Connors. Who? 

Miss KorretMan. Frances White is one. 

Mr. Connors. Frances White is a Communist, is she not? 

Miss Kopreitman. I feel the answer to that would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. You know that she is, do you not ¢ 

Miss Kopreiman. I feel that that would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. You have mentioned San Francisco, Cleveland, 
Detroit, Chicago, and New York as cities in which the Young Peoples 
General Assembly for Peace has representation. Can you think of 
any other cities? 

Miss KorretMan. Well, there were some people from Philadelphia 
at the assembly, but I haven’t heard from them since then, so I don't 
know at this point whether there is any activity going on. 

Mr. Connors. Who called this conference in Chicago? 

Miss Korrerman. 106 sponsors to a national call, which was initi- 
ated by about 15 young people. 

Mr. Connors. How did these 15 young people get together in the 
first place? 
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Miss KorretMan. Well, we met originally, some of us did—we met 
originally at the Mid-Century Conference for Peace, which was held 
in Chicago in May 1950. 

Mr. Connors. How did you get there at that time? 

Miss Korrenman. I heard about it. I was interested in peace, so | 
went. 

Mr. Connors. Who called that conference ? 

Miss KopretMan. The Committee for Peaceful Alternatives. 

Mr. Connors. Were you connected with the Committee for Peaceful 
Alternatives ? 

Miss KorrenMan,. Just in the sense that I supported it. I thought 
it was a good thing. 

Mr. Connors. Where was that committee located / 

Miss KorretMan. At that time they were in New York. [I think 
they were on West Fifty-Sixth Street. 

Mr. Connors. Who was running that outfit ? 

Miss KorpretMaNn. Rev. Willard Uphaus. 

Mr. Connors. Who else was in the office ? 

Miss KorpprtMAn. He was the main man. He was the man that I 
used to speak with. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know anybody who is in the office of the Com- 
mittee for Peaceful Alternatives ? 

Miss KorretMan. Not that I was familiar with. 

Mr. Connors. Is this organization still in existence ? 

Miss KorreLMan. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Who else belongs to that organization at the present 
time ? 

Miss Korpreman. Rev. Willard Uphaus, Dean Robert B. Thompson, 
who is chairman; Robert Havighurst. 

Mr. Connors. He is from where? 

Miss KorreitMaNn. He is a professor at the University of Chicago, 
and they have sponsors throughout the whole country, hundreds “of 
people; Rabbi Abraham Cronbach from Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Mr. Connors. Is he a Communist? 

Miss KorretMaN, I think the answer to that question would be sel f- 
incrimini iting. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know whether he is a Communist, or not ? 

Miss KorrpruMan. I feel the answer to that would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know any people who are not C ommunists ? 

Miss Korrerman. I feel that answer would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. That is preposterous, if I may use such a strong term. 

Miss KoprenmMan. I feel that way. 

Mr. Connors. Do you feel that to tell this committee that you know 
one person who is not a Communist would incriminate you? 

You better consult your attorney. 

Miss Korrritman (after consultation with counsel) : Could you 
please repeat the last question ¢ 

Mr. Connors. Will you read that back, please. 

(Thereupon, the record, as heretofore recorded, was read by the 
reporter. ) 

Miss Korrrirman. Actually it is not, to the best of my knowledge. 

Mr. Connors. What is not to the best of your knowledge? 

Miss Korrrtman. If any of these people that you mention are Com- 
munists, or not. 
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Mr. Connors. Well, I have asked you 

Miss Kopretman. The last few, I am talking about. Willard 
Uphaus and so on. 

Mr. Connors. Let me ask you this: To the best of your knowledge is 
William Richardson a Communist ? 

Miss KorpretMaNn. To the best of my knowledge; no. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge, is Carlos Grubbs 
Communist ? 

Miss KopretmMan. To the best of my knowledge; no. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge is Violet Phinney 
Communist ? 

Miss Korrenman. To the best of my knowledge; no. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge is Marilyn Toman 
a Communist ? 

Miss Korrpetman. To the best of my knowledge; no. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge, is Donald Matthews a 
Communist ? 

Miss KorretmMan. No, not to the best of my knowledge. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge, is Doris Koppelman 
a Communist ? 

Miss Korrpeitman. I feel that answer would be self-incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge, is Massie Kennard a 
Communist ? 

Miss Kopretman. Not to the best of my knowledge. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge is Ted Rolf a Com- 
munist ? 

Miss Korretman. To the best of my knowledge; no. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge, is the Young Peoples 
General Assembly for Peace a Communist- front organization ! 

Miss KorretMan. To the best of my knowledge ; no. 

Mr. Connors. Are there any Communists in the Young Peoples 
General Assembly for Peace? 

Miss Kopretman. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Yes, you would know. 

Miss Korretman. To the best of my knowledge. 

Mr. Connors. Are you in the Young Peoples General Assembly for 
Peace? 

Miss Korretman. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Are you a Communist ? 

Miss Korretman. I feel that the answer to that would tend to in- 
criminate me. 

Mr. Connors. Do you realize that there is something contradictory 
about your answers at this point ? 

Miss Korrerman. Why?! 

Mr. Connors. You said to the best of your knowledge there is no 
Communist in the Young Peoples General Assembly for Peace. Yet 
you refuse to deny that you are a Communist. 

Miss Korretman. I feel that is a right, that I have a privilege to 
deny. 

Mr. Connors. I realize that, but your statements are contradictory. 
They don’t balance. 

Miss Korretman. I am sorry. 
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Mr. Connors. Do you want to clear it up by saying you are a Com- 
munist, that you are not a Communist, or that there are Communists 
in the Young Peoples General Assembly for Peace ? 

Miss Korretman. There may, or there may not be. I wouldn’t 
know. We don’t go into the political opinions of the people in that. 

Mr. Connors. This is not politics. And we are not talking about 
politics. 

Miss KoprrLMANn (after consultation with counsel). I claim my 
privilege on that. 

Mr. Connors. Let me ask you again: To the best of your knowledge 
are there any members of the C ommunist P arty who are also members 
of the Young Peoples General Assembly for Peace? 

Miss KorpriMan. I feel that the answer to that would tend to in- 
criminate me. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. Do you think it is possible that you have been 
used as a dupe by the Communist Party, Miss Koppelman? 

Miss Korprtman. I don’t feel that way. J feel that that answer 
would be self-incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Well, you don’t really feel that you are going to 
be prosecuted, do you ¢ 

Miss KorreLMan. I really don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. I realize that you probably perhaps don’t know, 
but vou don’t really feel that you are going to be prosecuted, do you / 

Miss Korretman. I re: ally don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. What you really feel is that you don’t want to help 
this committee or any similar committee in getting to the truth of the 
Communist conspiracy. That is what you really feel. 

Miss Korrenman. I feel that answer would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. You really feel that the Communist Party in this 
country 1s an agency of the Soviet Government, do you not‘ 

Miss Korreiman. I feel that that answer would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. And you really feel the Communist Party in this 
country is a good thing, don’t you? 

Miss Korretman. I feel that the answer would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connor. And you really feel that you are going to give the 
Communist Party in this country all the help you possibly can. 

Miss Korreiman. I feel that the answer would be incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. I am just asking you for your feelings about it. 

Miss KorretmMan. I feel that it is incriminating me, or that might. 

Mr. Connors. So you don't really feel that you are going to be 
criminally prosecuted at all, do you? 

Miss Korrenman. I feel there is always that chance. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Romerstein, to whom TI alluded a few minutes 
ago, testified before this committee that he had been a member of the 
Communist Party. He has not been prosecuted. 

Mr. Matusow testified some time ago and he was a former member 
of the Communist Party. He also lent his name to a series of news- 
paper articles admitting he was a member of the Communist Party. 
He has not been prosecuted. 

Miss Korreitman. I don’t know. 
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Mr. Connors. So you really don’t feel you are going to be prose- 
cuted ¢ 

Miss Korrpritman. As I said beforeyI feel I might. 

Mr. Connors. So you feel that rather than help this committee and 
tell the truth about your Communist Party affiliations, you will de- 
cline to testify ? 

Miss Korreiman. I decline on the grounds of incrimination, yes. 

Mr. Connors. In the event of a war between this country and Soviet 
Russia, where would your sympathies lie / 

Miss Korrenman. I am an American citizen. 

Mr. Connors. Answer the question, please. 

Miss Korretman. Iam an American citizen and I love my country. 

Of course I would defend my country. 

Mr. Connors. You would defend your country against Soviet Rus- 
sia; is that correct ? 

Miss Korretman. I would defend my country against any evil that 
came to my country. 

Mr. Connors. Would you defend your country against Soviet 
Russia? Yes or no? 

Miss Korpretman. I feel I would defend my country against any 
evil. 

Mr. Connors. Answer the question yes or no: Would you defend 
this country against Soviet Russia ? 

You can answer, or you can decline to answer. 

Miss Korretman. I feel that my answer is that I love my country 
and I will never leave my country and I will defend my country 
against any evil regardless of where the evil comes from. 

“Mr. Connors. I am asking for a yes or no answer to that question. 

Miss KorretMan. I cannot give you a yes or no answer to that 
question. 

Mr. Connors. Why can you not give a yes or no answer to that 
question / 

Miss Koprprtman. Because I think the answer to the question itself 
is incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. The question is not incriminating. No question is 
incriminating. 

Miss Korretman. No, but the answer to that question might be 
ee 

Mr. Connors. You mean if you gave a truthful answer to that 
question you might subject yourself to criminal prosecution ¢ 

Miss Korreiman. I think I have given a truthful answer, but you 
don’t se _ to feel that you want to ac cept it. 

Mr. Connors. You have given an evasive answer. 

Miss Korrenman. That’s the w ay I feel. 

Mr. Connors. I will ask the question once more if it will help clear 
the record. 

I am asking you now if you gave a truthful answer to the question, 
would you defend this country against Soviet Russia, would that, 
truthful answer subject you to criminal prosecution, or might it 
possibly subject you to criminal prosecution ? 

Miss KopreLMaAn. It might. 

Mr. Connors. A truthful answer to that question might possibly 
subject you to a criminal prosecution ? 

Miss Korpretman. It might. 
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Mr. Connors. Why do you decline to tell this committee whether 
or not you have been in Moscow ? 

Miss KorreitMan. Because I feel that is self-incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. How could it incriminate you to have been in 
Moscow ? 

Miss KopreiMAN. I just feel it is incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever visited the oflice of the Weinstock 
Defense Committee at 799 Broadway ? 

Miss KorretMan. No. 

Mr. Connors. You never have? 

Miss KorrermMan. (Shakes head negatively.) 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever contributed’ money to the Weinstock 
Defense Committee ? 

Miss KopretMaAn. No. 

Mr. Connors. Did you contribute money which you knew at the 
time you made the contribution went to the defense of the 12 
Communist Party leaders or the 11 Communist Party leaders on 
trial ¢ 

Miss KopretmMan. I feel that answer would be self-incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever contribute any money which you knew 
would go to the defense of Willie McGee? 

Miss Korretm an. Not to my recollection. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever solicited for any money for the Alger 
Hiss defense ? 

Miss KopretMan. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have any brothers or sisters ? 

Miss KorpritMan. I have a brother. 

Mr. Connors. What is his name? 

Miss KorpretmMan. Frank Koppelman. 

Mr. Connors. How old is he? 

Miss Korretman. Thirty-one. 

Mr. Connors. Where does he live? 

Miss KopretMan. New York City. 

Mr. Connors. What is his occupation ? 

Miss KopretMaAn. He’s an accountant. 

Mr. Connors. Is he a Communist ? 

Miss Korpretman. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Connors. Do you think he would be proud of his sister if he 
knew his sister was a Communist ? 

Miss Koppeitman. I wouldn’t know. 

Mr. Connors. When was the last time you saw your brother? 

Miss Kopretman. A couple of weeks ago. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever try to get ‘him to join the Young Peo- 
ples General Assembly for Peace ? 

omg Korretman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Why not? 

Miss Korretman. He’s too old. 

Mr. Connors. Did P agg ever try to get him to join the YPA? 

Miss Korretman. No; he is too old. 

Mr. Connors. He is no older than Carl Ross or Naomi Ellison, or 
some of those people, who have been in YPA for a long time. 

Did you ever try to get him to join the Communist Party ? 

Miss Korrenaan. I feel the answer to that would be self-incrim- 


inating. 
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Mr. Connors. Do you mean to tell this committee that you have 
actually solicited your brother to join the Communist Party ? 

Miss Korretman. I feel the answer to that would be self-incrim- 
inating. 

Mr. Connors. How many people have you asked to join the Com- 
munist Party / 

Miss Korretman. I feel that answer would be self-incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever asked anybody to join the Commu- 
nist Party ? 

Miss Korrrenman. I feel that answer would be self-incriminating. 

Mr. Connors. Do you feel that you have betrayed your country? 

Miss Kopretman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you feel that anyone who asks someone else to 
join the Communist Party is betraying his ¢ ountry ? 

Miss Korretman. I feel that would be self-incrimin: iting. 

Mr. Connors. You mean the answer to that ? 

Miss Kopretman. The answer to that. 

Mr. Connors. If you truthfully answered that question you might 
subject yourself to a criminal prosecution ? 

Miss KorretMan. That’s rH 

Mr. Connors. You are released from your subpena. 

Miss Koprrenman. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Connors. Do you feel that you have been fairly treated at this 
hearing? 

Miss Koprreman. As fairly as any kind of an inquiry such as this, 
as I could be treated. 

Mr. Connors. I mean do you feel that the questons we have asked 
you are fair questions ? 

Miss KopretMan. Yes. 

(Thereupon, at 3:30 p. m., the hearing was concluded.) 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 1952 


Untrep Strares SENATE, SuscomMMiITrer To 
INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL 
Security Acr aNpD OrHerR INTERNAL Security Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10 a. m., room 457, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Herbert R. O’Conor presiding. 

Present: Senator O’Conor. 

Also present: Donald D. Connors, Jr., Winton H. King, and Ed- 
ward R. Duffy, investigators. 

Senator O’Conor. The subcommittee will come to order. Will you 
raise your right hand ? 

In the presence of Almighty God do you swear that the testimony 
you are about to give shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you, God ¢ 

Mrs. Sinver. I do. 

Senator O’Conor. Please continue with the interrogation. 


TESTIMONY OF MRS. JOY SILVER, NEW YORK, N. Y., ACCOMPANIED 
BY JOSEPH FORER, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. Connors. Would you please identify yourself for the record ? 
Mrs. Su.ver. My name is Joy Silver. 
Mr. Connors. And what is your full name? 
Mrs. Sirver. You mean my maiden name? 
Mr. Connors. Yes. 
Mrs. Stiver. Joy Swernov. 
Mr. Connors. Where and when were you born, Mrs. Silver? 
Mrs. Sitver. I was born in New York City, October 23, 1925. 
Mr. Connors. And are your parents living now ¢ 
Mrs. Sirver. Yes. 
Mr. Connors. Where were your parents born ? 
Mrs. Sttver. My parents were born in Russia. 
Mr. Connors. And you are married, are you not? 
Mrs. Stiver. Yes, I am. 
Mr. Connors. What is your husband's name? 
Mrs. Stiver. Ruben, Ruben Silver. 
Mr. Connors. And where is your husband employed ? 
Mrs. Strver. I don’t know. We are separated. I don’t know where 
he is employed. 
Mr. Connors. When were you married ? 
163 
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Mrs. Strver. February 17, 1946. 

Mr. Connors. And where do you presently reside? 

Mrs. Sirver. At 33 Arden Street, New York City. 

Mr. Connors. Was your husband at one time an instructor in the 
Department of Physics at Champlain College, Plattsburg, N. Y.? 

Mrs. Siiver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. At approximately what period of time was he an 
instructor there ¢ 

Mrs. Sriver. I can’t remember the years. I think it was 1947 to 
1949, 

Mr. Connors. Mrs. Silver, are you acquainted with Sidney Kra- 
mer—K-r-a-m-e-r ? 

Mrs. Siiver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. When did you last see Mr. Kramer ?¢ 

Mrs. Sirver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege under the fifth amendment not to testify against myself. 

Mr. Connors. Do you feel that it would be incriminating you to 
tell this committee when you last saw Mr. Kramer? 

Mrs. Strver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Not where or under what circumstances, but simply 
when you last saw him. 

Mrs. Stnver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. You feel that a truthful answer to that question 
would tend to incriminate you ? 

Mrs. Sriver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Do you want to consult with your counsel about that ! 

Mrs. Stiver. Could you repeat the question ? 

Mr. Connors. When did you last see Mr. Sidney Kramer ? 

Mr. Forer. Do you want to consult with me? 

Mrs. Sriver (confers with counsel). The answer to the question is 
the same. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that you saw Mr. Sidney Kramer on Monday, February 25, 
1952. 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer on the basis of the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Dorothy Gottlieb? 

Mrs. Suiver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. When did you last see Dorothy Gottlieb? 

Mrs. Sirver. This morning. 

Mr. Connors. Did you see Dorothy Gottlieb on Monday, February 
25, 1952? 

Mrs. Sriver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Hope Foye? 

Mrs. Sriver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. When did you last see Hope Foye? 

Mrs. Sinver. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Doris Koppelman ? 

Mrs. Stiver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. When did you last see Doris Koppelman ? 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. How long have you known Mr. Sidney Kramer? 

Mrs. Sirver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. It can’t possibly incriminate you to tell this com- 
mittee how long you have known Mr. Kramer. 
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Mrs. Sittver (confers with counsel). After consulting with my 
counsel I would like to answer that question: To the best of my recol- 
lection I have known him about 6 or 7 months. 

Mr. Connors. Six or seven months. Do you recall under what cir- 
cumstances you first met Mr. Kramer ¢ 

Mrs. Siiver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason 
as previously given. 

Mr. Connors. Will you consider in your own mind for a moment 
and answer the question to yourself whether or not a truthful answer 
to the last question posed could possibly incriminate you / 

Mrs. Sttver. Would you repeat the question ¢ 

Mr. Connors. I am asking you to consider the answer you gave to 
the question I asked, name sly, under what circumstances you first met 
Mr. Sidney Kramer. I am asking you if a truthful answer to that 
question could possibly incr iminate you. 

Mrs. Sitver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. You realize you decline to answer these questions at 
your peril; do you not ? 

Mrs. Stiver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. How long have you known Dorothy Gottlieb ‘ 

Mrs. Sinver. Since about 1946. 

Mr. Connors. Under what circumstances did you meet Dorothy 
Gottlieb ? 

Mrs. Sttver. I met Dorothy at Brooklyn College. 

Mr. Connors. How long have you known Hope Foye? How long 
have you known Hope Foye to the best of your recollection ? 

Mrs. Sitver. About a year, I think. 

Mr. Connors. Under what circumstances did you meet Hope Foye? 

Mrs. Sirver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. How long have you known Doris Koppelman ? 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of ‘my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. I just asked you how long. 

Mr. Forer. This is just how long. 

Mrs. Sitver. After reconsidering I would like to answer the ques- 
tion: I have known Doris Koppelman about, I don’t know, about 
6 months, something like that. 

Mr. Connors. Will you tell the committee under what circumstances 
you first met Doris Koppelman ¢ 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that on Monday, February 25, 1952, you met with Hope Foye, 
Dorothy Gottlieb, Doris Koppelm: in, and Sidney Kramer. 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. And I also put it to you as a fact and ask you to 
aflirm or deny the fact that the meeting of which I spoke a moment 
ago occurred at Communist Party headquarters in New York City. 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Mrs. Silver, will you in brief detail trace your edu- 
cation for us, if you please ? 
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Mrs. Sitver. Graduate of Public School 225 in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
and Music and Art High School, New York City, and a gr raduate of 
Brooklyn College. 

Mr. Connors. When did you graduate from Brooklyn College? 

Mrs. Siiver. I graduated ‘from Brooklyn College in 1946. 

Mr. Connors. Is that the completion of your formal education ? 

Mrs. Strver. As far as any further education, I refuse to speak 
about it on the basis of my privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Connors. Do you mean to say that if you told the truth about 
any further educatian it might possibly tend to incriminate you ? 

Mrs. Sunver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. It might expose you to criminal prosecution ? 

Mrs. Sitver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Beginning with 1946, will you kindly tell the com- 
mittee where you have been employed and what your occupation has 
heen ? 

Mrs. Sitver. In 1946 in the spring—I don’t remember the exact 
dates—I worked for several months for local 65 in New York City. 

Mr. Connors. That is local 65 of the union known as Distributive, 
Processing and Office Workers Union of America ? 

Mrs. Strver. That is right. 

Mr. Connors. Did you work in the union headquarters ? 

Mrs. Stiver. I] worked in union headquarters. 

Mr. Connors. That is at 13 Astor Place, New York ? 

Mrs. Strver. That is right. 

Mr. Connors. Was there a book store at 15 Astor Place, New York 
City, at the time you were employed in that building ? 

Mrs. Sinver. Yes; there was. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall the name of that book store? 

Mrs. Sitver. No; I don’t. 

Mr. Connors. Was it called 65 Bookshop ‘ 

Mers. Strver. I am sorry, I don’t remember. 

Mr. Connors. What was the general tenor of the literature sold in 
the bookstore / 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Was that a Communist Party bookstore / 

Mrs. Sunver. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall the name of the man who ran that 
bookstore / 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall his name? Iam not asking you for 
his name at this time. Do you recall what his name was? 

Mrs. Sitver (confers with counsel). I refuse to answer that question 
on the basis of my privilege. 

Mr. Connors. That man’s name was Jack, was it not ? 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege. 

Mr. Connors. You mean if you gave a truthful answer to that ques- 
tion you might be subjected to criminal prosecution ? 

Mrs. Strver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. How long were you employed at local 65/ 

Mrs. Sitver. About 3,4 months. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Connors. And then what did you do after that? This was still 
in 1946; is that right ? 
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Mrs. Sitver. That’s right. 

Mr. Connors. And then what did you do after that ? 

Mrs. Sutver. I wasn’t employed again until 1951. 

Mr. Connors. Your occupation in : the interim was a housewife? 

Mrs. Sttver. That is right. 

Mr. Connors. What did you do in 1951? 

Mrs. Stiver. I worked at the Delafield Hospital, New York City. 

Mr. Connors. What was the nature of your work in Delafield Hos- 
pital ¢ 

Mrs. Sitver. I was a laboratory technician. 

Mr. Connors. And what is your present occupation / 

Mrs. Strver. | am a laboratory technician now. 

Mr. Connors. At Delafield Hospital ? 

Mrs. Sttver. No: I work at Montefiore Hospital. 

Mr. Connors. Did you have any employment intervening between 
your occupation at Delafield Hospital and your present occupation ? 

Mrs. Stiver. No. 

Mr. Connors. Are you a member of a labor union at the present 
time / 

Mrs. Stiver. No. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever applied for a passport 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. There is nothing incriminatory about a truthful 
answer to that question, Mrs. Silver. It is not incriminatory to apply 
for a passport. Did you ever apply for a United States passport / 

Mrs. Sttver. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been outside of the United States? 

Mrs. Siiver. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been in Europe ¢ 

Mrs. Sinver. T refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Berlin ¢ 

Mrs. Sinver. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Isn't it true that you did attend a Third World 
Youth and Student Peace Festival in Berlin, Germany, on August 5 

» August 19, 19517 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer that question, for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. You realize, Mrs. Silver, that you did in fact travel 
to that festival which I mentioned a moment ago, you applied for a 
passport, you were granted a passport, and you did travel to Berlin 
and you had a perfect right to do that as a citizen of the United States. 
Now, before a subcommittee of the United States Senate you refuse to 
talk about it. Why is that? 

Mrs. Suver. I claim my privilege on the basis of the fifth amend- 
ment. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Was that a criminal project you were engaged in? 

Mrs. Strver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Do you want the subcommittee to understand that 
if you told the truth about your travel to Berlin in August 1951 you 
might be subjected to a criminal prosecution ? 

Mrs. Siiver. That is right. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever connected with Committee for World 
Youth Friendship and Cultural Exchange? 

Mrs. Sirver. I refuse to answer that question, for the same reason. 
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Mr. Connors. Was that a criminal conspiracy ¢ 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Do you mean to say that if you told the truth about 
your connections with the Committee for World Youth Friendship 
and Cultural Exchange you might be subjected to criminal pros- 
ecution ? 

Mrs. Siiver. Yes, that’s right. 

Mr. Connors. Was the World Youth Friendship and Cultural Ex- 
change a criminal project ? 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. If it were not a criminal project, couldn’t you tell 
this committee about it ? 

Mrs. Siiver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever employed at 106 East Fourteenth 
Street, New York? 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that in 1951 you were administrative secretary for the Com- 
mittee for World Youth Friendship and Cultural Exchange at 106 
East Fourteenth Street, New York City. 

Mrs. Strver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Where were you employed in 1951? 

Mrs. Strver. As I said before, I was employed at Delafield Hospi- 
tal for several months, 31, 4 months. 

Mr. Connors. And when did you start working at Delafield Hos- 
pital ? 

Mrs. Sttver. Some time in January 1951. 

Mr. Connors. And when did you cease working there ? 

Mrs. Stiver. Some time in April, I believe, 1951. 

Mr. Connors. When did you begin working at the hospital at which 
you are presently employ ed? 

Mrs. Sitver. In January 1952. 

Mr. Connors. And where were you employed in the interim between 
April 1951 and January 1952? 

Mrs. Sinver. I was not employed in the interim. 

Mr. Connors. Were you in New York City between April 1951 and 
January 1952? 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Forrr. The question is: Were you in New York City ? 

Mrs. Stiver. In April 1951? 

Mr. Connors. Between April 1951 and January 1952. 

Mr. Forrer. You mean for the entire period ? 

Mr. Connors. No; I don’t think the question means that. 

Mrs. Sitver. You mean for any period of time? 

Mr. Connors. At any time; yes. I can rephrase the question, if 
you want me to. 

Mr. Forer. We just wanted to make sure that we knew exactly what 
was intended. 

Mr. Connors. Perhaps I can phrase it a little more clearly, At 
any time between April 1951 and January 1952 were you in New 
York C ity ? 


Mrs. Sitver (confers with counsel). Yes; I was 
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Mr. Connors. Now, at any time between April 1951 and January 
1952 were you in Berlin, Germany ? 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. At any time between April 1951 and January 1952 
were you in Moscow, U.S. 8. R.? 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Do you want the committee to understand that if 
you gave a truthful answer to those last two questions you might be 
subjected to criminal prosecution ? 

Mrs. Strver. Yes; that is right. 

Mr. Connors. Do you want the committee to understand that what- 
ever activity you were engaged in for a period of time between April 
1951 and January 1952 was a criminal enterprise for which you might 
be prosecuted criminally ? 

Mrs. Stiver. Would you please repeat that question ? 

Mr. Connors. Would you read the question back ¢ 

(The pending question was then read by the reporter. ) 

Mrs. Sttver (confers with counsel). I refuse to answer that ques- 
tion on the basis of my privilege. 

Mr. Connors. As administrative secretary for the Committee for 
World Youth Friendship and Cultural Exchange you signed a letter 
emanating from the headquarters of that organization urging the 
youth of this country to participate in the Third World Youth and 
Student Peace Festival at Berlin, Germany, in August 1951, did you 
not ? 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Connors. Mrs. Silver, is the Communist Party an agency of 
the Soviet Union ? 

Mrs. Sitver. No. 

Mr. Connors. It is not? 

Mrs. Stiver. No. 

Mr. Connors. How do you know it is not ? 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. I suggest you have opened up that line of inquiry 
and you will have to answer that question. How do you know that 
the Communist Party is not an agency of the Soviet Union? 

Mrs. Strver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Are you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Sinver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. If you said “No, you were not a member of the Com- 
munist Party,” and that was a truthful answer, you would not be sub- 
jected to criminal prosecution, would you ? 

Mrs. Strver (confers with counsel). The question which you have 
asked me is in my opinion a legal question which I cannot answer in 
that sense, but I have answered the question that you asked me in 
reference to membership, as I saw fit, in terms of my membership. The 
question you asked me is a legal question which I am not in a position, 
not competent, to answer, but I have answered the question which you 
asked me in relation to my own position. 

88400—52——12 
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Mr. Connors. I am asking you the latter question with respect to 
your own position and with respect to your best knowledge. 

Mrs. Sitver. That’s a legal question which I am not in position to 
answer. 

Mr. Connors. Let me put it to you this way. If you told the 
truth about your affiliation with the Communist Party, to your best 
knowledge and belief would you be exposed or might you be exposed 
to criminal prosecution ? 

Mrs. Stiver. Yes; that was the sense of my answer to your question. 

Mr. Connors. I beg your pardon. 

Mrs. Suiver. I said “Yes.” 

Mr. Connors. That was the sense of your answer to—— 

Mrs. Sutver. To the previous question which you asked me. 

Mr, Connors. Do you read the Daily Worker / 

Mrs. Sirver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that the Daily Worker issue of June 12, 1951, reported that 
you were secretary of the Committee for World Youth Friendship 
and Cultural Exchange. 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Charles White ? 

Mrs. Siiver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Frances White? 

Mrs. Sinver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. I lay before you a photostatic copy of a page out of 
an issue of a publication called New Challege and invite your atten- 
tion to a picture which appears in the lower left-hand corner. Now, 
Mrs. Silver, is that a picture of Sidney Kramer ?/ 

Mrs. Strver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). Is this a picture of Francis White / 

Mrs. Sirver. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). Is this a picture of Ch: irles White ? 

Mrs. Sitver. | refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). Is that the same man as this chap up 
here ¢ 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. What does it say under that sketch there? | 

Mrs. Sriver. It says, “Charles White—drawn by Vladimir Visot- 
sky, noted Soviet artist.” 

Mr. Connors. Why do you feel it would incriminate you to identify 
this picture, or that picture [indicating] ? 

Mrs. Sirver. I refuse to answer the question on the basis of my priv- 
ilege. 

Mr. Connors. You realize that whatever right you have amides the 
fifth amendment is personal, do you not é 

Mrs. Sitver. I do. 

Mr. Connors. So that it would not incriminate you to tell about 
somebody else, would it ¢ 

Mrs. Surver. I don’t understand the question. 

Mr. Connors. Well, the fifth amendment protects you when you are 
testifying: it doesn’t protect somebody else when you are testifying, 
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so that I want you to explain how it would incriminate you to identify 
a picture of someone else. 

Mrs. Stiver [confers with counsel]. I refuse to answer your ques- 
tion on the basis of the fact that if I would answer such a question it 
might incriminate myself. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know a man named Holman Hull? 

Mrs. Siiver. I don’t believe so. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know a man named Halstead Holman ‘ 

Mrs. Suver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Iam just asking you if you know that man. 

Mrs. Sutver. I understand your question. 

Mr. Connors. You think that the mere fact that vou might know 
that person would tend to incriminate you. 

Mrs. Stiver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. How long have you known Mr. Holman ¢ 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason, 

Mr. Connors. Do you know where Mr. Holman is at the present 
time ¢ 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. I am just asking you if you know where he is. I fail 
to see how that could possibly incriminate you. If you don’t know 
where he is you might say no. If you do know where he is you might 
say yes, but I don’t see how it could possibly incriminate you. 

Mrs. Sitver [confers with counsel]. My answer is the same. for the 
same reason. 

Mr. Connors. What was the American Youth for Democracy / 

Mrs. Sirver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever hear of the American Youth for 
Democracy ? 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. That question cannot incriminate you, Mrs. Silver. 
Did you ever he: ar of the American Youth for Democrac y ! 

Mrs. Strver. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. You realize that you decline to answer these questions 
at your peril ¢ 

Mrs. Strver. I do. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever a member of the American Youth for 
Democracy ¢ 

Mrs. Surver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of mv 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Now, if you had never been a member of the American 
Youth for Democracy, would you deny membership / 

Mrs. Sirver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Who is Harvey Matusow, M-a-t-u-s-o-w / 

Mrs. Sutver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Harvey Matusow ? 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Herbert Romerstein, R-o-m-e-r- 
s-t-e-i-n ? 

Mrs. Sitver. Not to the best of my recollection. 
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Mr. Connors. Do you know or have you ever known Cy Bakst, 
B-a-k-s-t ? 

Mrs. Stiver. Not to the best of my recollection. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Winifred Norman, N-o-r-m-a-n ? 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. You said a few minutes ago that you know Dorothy 
Gottlieb, that you know Sidney Kramer, that you know Hope Foye, 
and that you know Doris Koppelman. Now, I ask you do you know 
Winifred Norman? 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Can you explain to the committee why you admit 
knowing Kramer and refuse to admit knowing Norman? 

Mrs. Sitver. I feel the answer to that question might tend to in- 
criminate me. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever hear of Camp Unity ? 

Mrs. Suiver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Where is Camp Unity ? 

Mrs. Stiver. Some place in New York State. 

Mr. Connors. Is it at a place called Wingdale? 

Mrs. Stiver. I believe so. I am not sure. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been to Camp Unity? 

Mrs. Stiver. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know anybody who has been to Camp Unity ? 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Why do you refuse to answer that question ? 

Mrs. Sttver. I feel that an answer to that question would tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Connors. Camp Unity is a Communist Party Camp, is it not? 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Louis Diskin, D-i-s-k-i-n? 

Mrs. Sriver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. He is a Communist, isn’t he? 

Mrs. Strver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Naomi Ellison, E-]-l-i-s-o-n? 

Mrs. Sriver. Not to the best of my recollection. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your recollection was Naomi Ellison 
cochairman of American Youth for Democracy ? 

Mrs. Siiver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Con nors. Louis Diskin is a very active Communist, is he not, 
and confines his work chiefly to youth problems ? 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Mrs. Silver, do you do considerable work among the 
youth of this country? 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. A truthful answer to that question wouldn’t in- 
criminate you. 
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Mrs. Sitver (confers with counsel). The answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. In the event of war, Mrs. Silver, between this country 
and the Soviet Union, where would your sympathies lie? 

Mrs. Sutver. I feel that in the event of a war that the United States 
was engaged in I would always be prepared to defend my country 
against any aggressor as any other American would, but I don’t feel 
that such a war with the Soviet Union will take place. I don’t believe 
a war between the United States and the Soviet Union will take 
place. 

Mr. Connors. I sincerely hope you are right, Mrs. Silver, but I 
am asking you in the event that such a war “does take place where 
would your sympathies lie? 

Mrs. Stiver. I answered the question to the best of my ability. 

Mr. Connors. Am I to understand from your answer now that you 
would defend this country against the Soviet Union if it became nec- 
essary to do so? 

Mrs. Sitver. I said that I would defend the United States in any 
war in which the United States was attacked. I don’t believe the 
Soviet Union will attack the United States. 

Mr. Connors. Do you believe that the Soviet Union has attacked 
South Korea ¢ 

Mrs. Surver. No; I don’t. I don’t know the basis for such a ques- 
tion. 1 don’t understand the basis for such a question. 

Mr. Connors. I am just asking you to the best of your knowledge 
what is your attitude toward the ] present conflict in Korea. 

Mrs. Sinver. It’s my opinion that the war in Korea should be 
brought to as quickly an end as possible, that we should have peace 
in Korea. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your information and belief, is the 
Soviet Union supporting the North Koreans in the present conflict in 
Korea ? 

Mrs. Sitver. I don’t understand the question. 

Mr. Connors. I am asking if you think that the Soviet Union is 
furnishing aid and comfort to the North Koreans in the present con- 
flict in Korea. 

Mrs. Sitver. The position of Soviet Union on the question has been 
expressed by them as a desire for speedy conclusion and peace. 

Mr. Connors. Don’t you think that the same position has been ex- 
pressed by the United States? 

Mrs. Sitver. I don’t understand what you mean by that. 

Mr. Connors. Do you think that the United States is deliberately 
prolonging the conflict in Korea ? 

Mrs. Sitver. I think that the American people are very anxious 
for the war in Korea to come to an end. 

Mr. Connors. You think that perhaps the American Government 
is not so anxious; is that correct ? 

Mrs. Suiver. I think that the American Government—lI think the 
position of the American Government as it has been expressed has 
been one for peace in Korea. 

Mr. Connors. Mrs. Silver, I put it to you as a fact and ask you to 
affirm or deny the fact that you are at the present time a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 
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Mr. Connors. In other words, if you gave a truthful answer to that 
question you might be subjected to er nal prosecution ¢ 

Mrs. Sinver. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. And if you said no, you were not a member of the 
Communist Party, vou might be exposed to prosecution for perjury: 
is that correct ? 

Mrs. Sitver (confers with counsel). I refuse to answer that ques- 
tion on the basis of my privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Mrs. Silver, we have wanted you to come down here 
and testify today because we understand that you are a person who is 
very active in guiding and forming the minds and the emotions of 
young Americans. Would you care to express yourself with respect 
to the work you have been doing with American youth ? 

Mrs. Suiver. No. 

Mr. Connors. Is that work so secret and so conspiratorial that you 
feel that you cannot tell this subcommittee what the work is? 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. In other words, a truthful answer to that question 
might subject you to criminal prosecution; is that correct ? 

Mrs. Sinver. That’s right. 

Mr. Connors. Are you a member of the Labor Youth League ? 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Would you tell the committee what organizations 
you are a member of / 

Mrs. Su.ver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Don’t you belong to any organizations which you 
could tell this committee about without exposing yourself to crimina 
prosecution ¢ 

Mrs. Sttver. To the best of my knowledge—I don’t remember too 
well—I may be a member of the Alumni Association at Brooklyn 
College. 

Mr. Connors. That is the only organization you can recall member- 
ship in which would not subject you to criminal prosecution; is that 
correct ¢ 

Mrs. Sitver. That is right, possible. 

Mr. Connors. How many organizations do you belong to? 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Do you belong to as many as five organizations ? 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been asked to join the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. With whom did you discuss your proposed testimony 
before this subcommittee ? 

Mrs. Siiver. I discussed it with my counsel. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Forer? 

Mrs. Strver. That’s right. 

Mr. Connors. With whom else? 

Mrs. Stiver. I discussed the fact that I had been subpenaed and my 
coming down to Washington with many of the people I know. 
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Mr. Connors. Well, who, for example? 

Mrs. Sutver. I discussed it with Miss Gottlieb. 

Mr. Connors. With Miss Gottlieb. How about Mr. Victor Rabino- 
witz? Did you have a discussion with him ? 

Mrs. Sitver. I spoke to him about it. 

Mr. Connors. Who else ? 

Mrs. Sirver. I don’t remember. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Kramer / 

Mrs. Sitver. I may have spoke to him, but I don’t know, remember. 

Mr. Connors. How about Winifred Norman; did you discuss it 
with her? 

Mrs. Sutver. No. 

Mr. Connors. How about Naomi Ellison ¢ 

Mrs. Sriver. No. 

Mr. Connors. How about Doris Koppelman / 

Mrs. Strver. We had a brief talk, discussion about it. 

Mr. Connors. Where did that discussion occur / 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Where did the discussion you had with Mr. Sidney 
Kramer occur? 

Mrs. Sitver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Well, you talked to Mr. Kramer and Miss Gottlieb in 
Communist P arty headquarters in New York City ; did you not ? 

Mrs. Strver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Conners. A truthful answer to that might subject you to erimi- 
nal prosecution ? 

Mrs. Strver. That’s right. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have anything you would like to say at this 
time, Mrs. Silver’ J am inviting you to make any statement you care 
to make. 

Mrs. Stiver. No. 

Mr. Conners. Mrs. Silver, if the convention you attended in Berlin, 
Germany, were a sincere and honest endeavor to work for peace, really 
work for peace, you wouldn’t have any reluctance about discussing it, 
would you? 

Mrs. Strver. I refuse to answer that question, on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. I am going to put it to you as a fact and ask you to 
affirm or deny the fact the Third World Youth and Student’ Peace 
Festival at Berlin, Germany, was a Communist convention. 

Mrs. Sunver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know anybody who attended that Third 
World Youth and Student Festival in Berlin who was not a Commu- 
nist ? 

Mrs. Sirver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Is Doris Koppelman a Communist ? 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer that question for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Is Dorothy Gottlieb a Communist ? 

Mrs. Strver. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 
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Mr. Connors. Is Hope Foye a Communist ? 

Mrs. Strver. I refuse to answer that for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. Would you know Hope Foye if you saw her? 

Mrs. Stiver. If I saw her; yes. 

Mr. Connors. Here is a page out of another edition of the New 
Challenge, and I invite your attention to a picture there and ask you 
if Hope Foye is among those people who are pictured. 

Mrs. Strver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. What does it say underneath that picture? 

Mrs. Stiver (reading) : 

American youth, after attending the Berlin Youth Festival last August, went 
on to tour the Soviet Union to see what it is really like. Here they are perform 
ing a song at Moscow University, whose chorus had been entertaining them. 
Leading the group is Hope Foye, outstanding young singer. 

Mr. Connors. Mrs. Silver, I have never been to the Soviet Union. 
Would you tell me what it is really like ? 

Mrs. Suiver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Is there any slave labor in the Soviet Union? 

Mrs. Stiver. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
privilege. 

Mr. Connors. Let me ask you again if you have any statement you 
wish to make at this time. 

Mrs. Sriver. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you feel the committee has treated you fairly ? 

Mrs. Sirver. I don’t understand what you mean by “fairly.” 

Mr. Connors. I mean simply this: Do you feel that the questions we 
asked you today have been fair questions? 

Mrs. Stiver. I feel that the whole character of being subpenaed to 
come down here and asked questions about myself is not in fact fair. 
In fact it’s not in the traditions of American democracy for such a—— 

Mr. Connors. Don’t you feel that the Senate represents a demo- 
cratic institution ? 

Mrs. Strver. Do I feel that the Senate represents—— 

Mr. Connors. The United States Senate is a democratic institution, 
is it not? 

Mrs. Srtver. In principle, yes. 

Mr. Connors. Don’t you feel the Senate of the United States has 
a right to be informed as a basis on which to legislate ? 

Mrs. Sriver. I do. 

Mr. Connors. Don’t you feel as a citizen of the United States that 
it sometimes becomes your duty to inform the Senate about facts on 
which they partially base legislation ? 

Mrs. Stirver. I do. 

Mr. Connors. Then, isn’t that about the position you are in now? 

Mrs. Siiver. Well, it’s a question of opinion. 

Mr. Connors. Yes, I realize that. Do you feel that the Senate of 
the United States can have no possible interest in the Third World 
Youth and Student Peace Festival at Berlin in August 1951? 

Mrs. Strver. Do I feel they can have no possible interest in the—— 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mrs. Strver. They might be interested. I don’t know. 





COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


Mr. Connors. It seems that the best way to get information about 
it is to bring in people who have attended the convention, but since 
you refuse to tell us anything about it we must draw the inference 
perhaps that you are not in entirely good faith in coming down here. 
Now, you are appearing here under subpena, are you not? 

Mrs. Sitver. That is right. 

Mr. Connors. There are no further questions and you will be re- 
leased from your subpena unless you have any statements you wish 
to make at this time. 

Mrs. Sitver. No, I don’t. 

(Whereupon, at 11 a. m., Friday, February 29, 1952, the subeom- 
mittee recessed, subject to the call of the Chair.) 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 1952 


Unitep States SENATE, 
SuspcoMMI?Tree To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE INTERNAL Securtry Act AND Oruer INTERNAL 
Security Laws, or THE CoMMITTER ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 11:45 a. m., room 457, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Arthur V. Watkins presiding. 

Present: Senator Watkins. 

Also present: Donald D. Connors, Jr., and Winton H. King, in- 
vestigators; and Frank W. Schroeder, professional staff member. 

Senator Watkins. We will now be in session. 

Do you have a witness here ? 

Mr. Scuroepver. Miss Gottlieb. 

Senator Warkins. You have been subpenaed ? 

Miss Gorriies. Yes; I have. 

Senator Warkrins. Will you raise your right hand? Do you sol- 
emnly swear the testimony you are about to give in the matter now 
pending before this subcommittee of the Judiciary Committee of 
the United States Senate will be the truth, the whole truth, and noth- 
ing but the truth, so help you God? 

Miss Gorriies. I do. 

Senator Warxkrins. Continue with the interrogation. 


TESTIMONY OF DOROTHY GOTTLIEB, BROOKLYN, N. Y., ACCOM- 
PANIED BY DAVID REIN, ESQ., WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. Connors. Will you furnish the subcommittee with your full 
name, if you please ? 

Miss Gorriies. Dorothy Gottlieb. 

Mr. Connors. And your address? 

Miss Gorriies. 1412 West Seventh Street, New York City. 

Mr. Connors. Are you married ? 

Miss Gorrires. No; I am not. 

Mr. Connors. When and where were you born / 

Miss Gorriirs. Brooklyn, N. Y., November 16, 1922. 

Mr. Connors. What has been your education? 

Miss Gorriies. I went through high school and following high 
school a year at a WPA school for stenography and typing, and 
around 7 years of schooling at Brooklyn College evening sessions. 

Mr. Connors. When was the last year you attended Brooklyn 
College? 
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Miss Gorruies. I believe it was in 1947. 

Mr. Connors. You are appearing here under subpena, are you not / 

Miss Gorruies. Yes; I am. 

Mr. Connors. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Miss Gorrires. Yes; I am. 

Mr. Connors. Will counsel please identify himself for the record ? 

Mr. Rery. David Rein, 711 Fourteenth Street. 

Mr. Connors. Miss Gottlieb, will you kindly trace for the com- 
mittee your employment beginning with your first formal employ- 
ment ? 

Miss Gorruies. The first job I ever had was a job in a factory, lamp- 
shade factory. I worked there for a month, and following that a 
month in a department store for Christmas. 

Mr. Connors. What year is it that you are speaking about ? 

Miss Sone I can’t recall the exact dates, probably at the end 
of 1939; for 2 years I worked as a secretary, office worker, at the 
pow an Arbitration Association in New York. 

Mr. Connors. That would be about 1941? 

Miss Gorriirs. 1941, 1942. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Miss Gortuies. Following that, a number of different kinds of office 
jobs; wholesale stamp dealer: worked for someone working in radio; 
then for a chain store woman’s apparel. 

Mr. Conners. Was this all in New York City, New York? 

Miss Gorruies. Yes it was. 

Mr. Connors. And this apparel chain store brings you up to approx- 
imately what period ¢ 

Miss Gortuies. I'd say around 1944. 

Mr. Connors. And since 1944? 

Miss Gorriies. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds it 
might incriminate me, on the grounds of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Connors. Let me see if I understand this. Do you refuse to 
testify about the whole of your employment since 1944? 

Miss Gorruren (confers with counsel). Not the whole of it, but 
with certain exceptions. 

Mr. Connors. Will you please now testify about such of your em- 
ployment as you feel you may do so without subjecting yourself to 
possible criminal prosecution / 

Miss Gorrires. In 1951 I worked for a month as a wirer in a plant, 
and then as a typist and switchboard operator for Bazaar Fabrics, 
which is textile exporting. 

Mr. Connors. How do you spell that ? 

Miss Gorrires. B-a-z-a-a-r. 

Mr. Conners. Where is that? 

Miss Gortiren. In New York. 

Mr. Connors. Is that all of the employment which you feel you can 
testify to without exposing yourself to criminal prosecution ? 

Miss Gortiier. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. What is your present employment ? 

Miss Gorriirs. I am unemployed at the moment. 

Mr. Connors. You are unemployed ? 

Miss Gorriies. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Have you worked for the Weinstock Defense Com- 
mittee at 80 East Eleventh Street, New York City? 
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Miss Gorr.ies. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall when Mr. Schroeder and I served you 
with a subpena ¢ 

Miss Gorriien. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Connors. Where were you then? 

Miss Gorrriies. | refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact that you were in the oflice of 
the Weinstock Defense Committee at 80 East Eleventh Street when 
you were served with the subpena under which you are appearing here 
today, is that correct / 

Miss Gortuies. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Miss Gottlieb, in 1947 and 1948 were you employed as 
an American member of the Women’s International Democratic Fed- 
eration Secretariat in Paris, France / 

Miss Gorriies. I refuse to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Connors. In other words, you feel a truthful answer to that 
question might subject you to possible criminal prosecution ¢ 

Miss Gorriies. I do. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever applied for a passport ? 

Miss Gorrires. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Explain to the committee what is criminal about 
applying for a United States passport ? 

Miss Gorrires. 1 think I have answered that question ; it might lead 
to an area 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been outside the continental limits of 
the United States? 

Miss Gorriies. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been in Paris, France / 

Miss Gorruies. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been in Prague / 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. When were you last in E urope / 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Miss Gottlieb, do you know Sidney Kramer? 

Miss Gorr.irs. I do. 

Mr. Connors. How long have you known Mr. Kramer? 

Miss Gorruier. | refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. | am just asking you how long you have known him. 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Well, you realize you refuse to answer these questions 
at your peril? 

Miss Gorriies. I refuse to answer the questions on the grounds that 
any truthful answer might lead to criminal prosecution. 

Mr. Connors. I fail to see how the length of time you have known 
Mr. Kramer could possibly incriminate you, whether you have known 
him for 2 weeks or 20 years, so I am asking you if you realize when you 
decline to answer such a question you do so at your own peril. 

Miss Gorriren. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. I know, I realize that, but, now, I am asking you if 
you know and if you understand that if you do refuse to answer a 
question that is later considered to be a proper question your declina- 
tion to answer that question must be at your own peril and you will 
be answerable for whatever consequences, if any, there are. 
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Miss Gorruies (confers with counsel). I understand. 

Mr. Connors. When was the last time you saw Mr. Kramer? 

Miss Gorriies. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Hope Foye? 

Miss Gorrie. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Connors. How long have you known Hope Fove / 

Miss Gorriien. My answer is the same as before. 

Mr. Connors. You decline to answer the question ? 

Miss Gorr.tes. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Doris Koppelman ‘ 

Miss Gorriies. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Connors. How long have you known Doris Koppelman ? 

Miss Gotr.iies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Will you tell the committee under what circumtances 
you met Sidney Kramer ? 

Miss Gorruies. I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Connors. And you do, of course, know Joy Silver? 

Miss Gortures. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Connors. Did you see Mr. Kramer on Monday, February 25, 
1952? 

Miss Gorruirs. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Did you see Joy Silver on Monday, February 25, 
1952 ¢ 

Miss Gorruies. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that you met with a Mr. Sidney Kramer, with Doris Koppel- 
man, with Hope Foye, and with Joy Silver at Communist Party head- 
quarters in New York City on Monday, F oe 25, 1952. 

Miss Gorriies (confers with counsel). I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Connors. With whom have you discussed your appearance be- 
fore this subcommittee / 

Miss Gorrires. With a couple of friends and my attorney. 

Mr. Connors. With Mr. Rein you mean ? 

Miss Gorruies. Mr. Rein; yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. And who are the friends, if you please ? 

Miss Gorrties. You want the names of them ? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Miss Gorr.tes. I decline to answer that on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Connors. How could it possibly incriminate you to tell the sub- 
committee if you discussed your appearance here with your friends? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Did you discuss your appearance here with Sidney 
Kramer / 

Miss Gorriies. I decline to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever heard of an organization called Amer- 
ican Youth for Democracy ? 

Miss Gorruies. I refuse to answer that question on the privilege of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Connors. I respectfully suggest that the privilege does not 
quite extend that far. I think perh: aps Mr. Rein will agree with me. 
The question was: Have you ever heard of an organization called the 
American Youth for Democracy ? 
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Miss Gorruies. I believe that my answer to that question might lead 
to an area of criminal prosecution. 

Mr. Connors. You were a member of the American Youth for 
Democracy; were you not? 

Miss Gorr.ies. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. As a matter of fact you were on the finance commit- 
tee at the New York State American Youth for Democracy at the con- 
vention held in New York City, December 14 to December 16, 1945; 
isn’t that true ? 

Miss Gorruies. I refuse to answer that on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. In 1946, a year later, you were also a member of the 
American Youth for Democracy ; isn’t that true 4 

Miss Gorrutes. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. What was the organization called American Youth 
for a Free World? 

Miss Gortires. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Were you in April 1950 the executive secretary of the 
organization ¢ alled American Youth for a Free World? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the a ict that you u signed a memorandum issued by the American Youth 
for a Free World, which memorandum was dated January 29, 1951, 
and in which memorandum you protested the action of the French 
Government which had orde red the dissolution of the World Federa- 
tion of Democratic Youth with which the American Youth for a Free 
World was affiliated. Do you understand that? 

Miss Gorriies. Is that a question ¢ 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Now, the offices of the American Youth for a Free 
World were at 144 Bleecker Street, New York City; were they not? 

Miss Gorruies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. And this organization was in fact an affiliate of the 
World Federation of Democratic Youth; is that not true? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. And do you know that the American Youth for a 
Free World was cited as a Communist organization by the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities ? 

Miss Gorruies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever hear of the Congress of American 
Women ? 

Miss Gorrures. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. You were a member of the Congress of American 
Women in 1946, were you not? 

Miss Gorruirs. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. As a matter of fact, you were in 1946 a member of 
the executive board of the Congress of American Women, were you 
not ¢ 

Miss Gorriies. The answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. I put it to you as a fact that on July 26, 1949, you 
attended a meeting of the executive board of the Congress of American 
Women in New York City. 

Miss Gorrires. My answer remains the same. 
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Mr. Connors. A truthful answer to that question might subject you 
to criminal prosecution; is that your understanding ? 

Miss Gorrures. I believe so. 

Mr. Connors. You were a delegate of the Congress of American 
Women to the Second International Women’s Congress in Budapest, 
Hungary, in December 1948, were you not ? 

Miss Gorriies. I refuse to answer on the basis of the fifth amend- 
ment of the Constitution not to testify against myself. 

Mr. Connors. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Miss Gorruies. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. You believe a truthful answer to that question might 
subject you to a criminal prosecution ¢ 

Miss Gorruies. I believe so. 

Mr. Connors. And if you answered that question in the negative 
vou might be subjected to prosecution for perjury; is that your under- 
standing ¢ 

Miss Gorriires. My answer remains the same. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever see a bulletin entitled “Around the 
World”? 

Miss Gorruier. I refuse to answer that question. 

(Confers with counsel.) 

1 would still like to claim my privilege. 

Mr. Connors. The pamphlet or bulletin called Around the World 
was issued by the Congress of American Women in March 1949; is 
that correct ¢ 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. ? 

Mr. Connors. And that bulletin called Around the World indicated 
that you were a delegate from the Congress of American Women to 
the Second International Women’s Congress in Budapest, Hungary, 
in December 1948; isn’t that true? 

Miss Gorrtres. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. In 1947 were you executive secretary of the child- 

care commission of the Congress of American W omen ? 

Miss Gorruies. My answer remains the same, sir. 

Mr. Connors. What is the Peace Information Center? 

Miss Gorr res. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. In July 1950 you were a member of the committee 
which was at the time setting the policy of the Peace Information 
Center, were you not? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer remains the same. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been arrested, Miss Gottlieb ? 

Miss Gorriies. No; I haven't. 

Mr. Connors. Has a grand jury ever returned an indictment against 
you ¢ 

Miss Gorriies. No, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall that in February 1951 several indict- 
ments were returned by a Federal grand jury against the officers of 
the Peace Information Center ? 

Miss Gorrires. I remember reading that. 

Mr. Connors. You were not one of the officers so indicted ? 

Miss Gorrties. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know the people who were indicted ? 

Miss Gorriies. I may have met them. 

Mr. Connors. You have met them; is that correct ? 
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Miss Gortiien. (Nods head affirmatively.) 

Mr. Connors. What was the United States Y outh Sponsoring Com- 
mittee for the World Peace Appeal ? 

Miss Gorriies. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment not to testify against myself. 

Mr. Connors. Do you think a Communist Party member under- 
stands the true meaning of democracy ? 

Miss Gorriirs. I refuse to answer that question. 

(Confers with counsel.) 

Mr. Connors. Do you want to make a statement? Do you want me 
to continue with the questions ? 

Miss Gorruien. Surely. 

Mr. Connors. Do you ever read the Daily Worker, Miss Gottlieb ? 

Miss Gorriien. I refuse to answer that question under the privilege 
of the fifth amendment of the Constitution. 

Mr. Connors. The Daily Worker for June 14, 1950, on page 1, col- 
umn 1, reported that you were administrative secretary of the United 
States Youth Sponsoring Committee for the World Peace Appeal. My 
question to you is, What did that organization do? What was its 
function ¢ 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Didn’t that organization distribute the Stockholm 
Peace Petition ? 

Miss Gorriies. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. Were you in Sto¢kholm, Sweden, in August and 
September 1947 ¢ 

=, Gorrums. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. I put it-to you as a fact that you were in Stockholm, 
Saaben, in August and Septe mber 1947 and you were there as a dele- 
gate participating in the Women’s International Democratic Federa- 
tion executive committee meeting and ask you to affirm or deny that 
fact. 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. In 1947 you held United States passport No. 85890; 
did you not? 

Miss Gorrires. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. And under that passport you traveled to the World 
Youth Festival in 1947 in Prague; did you not ¢ 

Miss Gorriies. My answer remains the same. 

Mr. Connors. And the World Youth Festival was under the aus- 
pices of the World Federation of Democratic Youth; isn’t that true? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know the World Federation of Democratic 
Youth has been cited as Soviet controlled by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities ? 

Miss Gorriies. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. Do you remember making a speech in Brussels, Bel- 
gium, in April 1948? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. And making it before an organization called Ras- 
senblement de femmes pour la paix ? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. In that speech, to refresh your recollection, you said 
that America was a war-loving nation and that the press and the radio 
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of America were inciting the people for a future war. Do you recall 
making that speech and saying those things? 

Miss Gorr.iies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors Are those your present sentiments ? 

Miss Gorriies. That America is a war-loving nation ? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Miss Gorrires. Would you repeat that again ? 

Mr. Connors. Let me rephrase the question. Is it your present sen- 
timent that America is a war-loving nation and that the press and 
the radio of America are inciting the people to a future war? 

Miss Gorrires. My opinion is that the United States is a peace- 
loving nation. 

Mr. Connors. Then, if you said in Brussels that America was a war- 
loving nation you have since changed your views? 

Miss Gorrries. I never said that I made that statement. 

Mr. Connors. No; I realize that. Do you deny making the state- 
ment ¢ 

Miss Gorrures. I refuse to answer the question. 

Mr. Connors. After you made that speech you were picked up in 
an automobile with diplomatic license plates. 'T = license plates were 
identified as belonging to the Soviet Embassy in Brussels; is that 
true? 

Miss Gorriies. I refuse to answer that question on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. Do you deny that you were picked up after that speech 
in an automobile from the Soviet ‘mb: assy 4 

Miss Gorr.iies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Who is Martha Huysaman ? 

Miss Gorruies. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. Didn’t Martha Huysaman ride with you in that auto- 
mobile from the Soviet Embassy in Brussels, Belgium ¢ 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Whom did you talk with in the Soviet Embassy in 
Brussels ? 

Miss Gorrires. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. What conversation did you have in the Soviet Em- 
bassy in Brussels? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. What other Soviet Embassies have you visited ? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know anybody employed at the Hungarian 
consulate at New York City? 

Miss Gorruies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever at the Soviet Embassy in Brussels, 
Belgium ? 

Miss Gorriies. No: I was not. e 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever in an automobile in Brussels, Bel- 
gium, which automobile belonged to the Soviet Embassy ? 

Miss Gorriiern. No; I was not. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever in an automobile in Brussels, Belgium, 
which automobile belonged to any person assoc iated with the Soviet 
Embassy in Brussels, Belgium ? 

Miss Gorriren (confers with counsel). Not that I recall. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever in an ¢ automobile in Br ussels, Belgium ? 

Miss Gorriies. I refuse to answer that question. 
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Mr. Connors. Were you ever in an automobile in Brussels, Belgium 
with a Soviet national ¢ 

Miss Gorruies. Not that I recall. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever in an automobile in Brussels, Bel- 
gium, with Martha Huysaman, H-u-y-s-a-m-a-n ? 

Miss Gorriies. I would decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever in Brussels, Belgium, in an automo- 
bile with any person who engaged in espionage on behalf of the 
Soviet Embassy ? 

Miss Gorriren. I would decline on the same basis. 

Mr. Connors. Who do you know in the Hungarian consulate at 
New York City? 

Miss Gorrries. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. Is it not true that prior to the youth festival in Hun- 
gary, you and you alone interviewed applicants to attend that con- 
vention and in cooperation with the Hungarian representatives in 
this country you determined whether or not the applicants should be 
granted visas to enter Hungary ? 

Miss Gorriies. No; I didn’t. 

Mr. Connors. You did not? 

Miss Gorruies. I didn’t. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever in your life interviewed any person 
who wanted to attend the youth festival in Hungary ¢ 

Miss Gorriies. Not that I recall. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever in your life recommended to the Hun- 

garian consulate in New York City or to the Hungarian Embassy in 
W ashington that either the consulate or the Embassy grant a Visa 
to any person or persons? 

Miss Gorrires. Not that I recall, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever had any conversation with a Hun- 
garian national who was attached to the Hungarian consulate in New 
York City? 

Miss Gorriien. I decline to answer the question on the grounds of 
the fifth amendment under the Constitution. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever had a conversation with a Hungarian 
national who was a member of the Hungarian Embassy in Washing- 
ton, D. C.? . 

Miss Gorruies. I refuse to answer that on the same grounds, 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever had any conversation with a Soviet 
national who was attached to the Soviet consulate in new York City ? 

Miss Gorrries. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever had a conversation with a Soviet na- 
tional who was employed in the Soviet Embassy in Washington, D. C.? 

Miss Gorriies. On the same grounds I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Connors. Do you regard the Communist Party as an interna- 
tional conspiracy ? 

Miss Gorrires. No. 

Mr. Connors. You do not? 

Miss Gorrires. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you believe that the Communist Party, United 
States of America, receives orders from Moscow ? 

Miss Gorriies. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know any person who is now a member of the 
Communist Party, United States of America? 
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Miss Gorriies. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
under the privilege of the fifth amendment of the Constitution not to 
testify against myself. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge, does the Communist 
Party, United States of America, engage in espionage activities on 
behalf of Soviet Russia? 

Miss Gorriies. I couldn’t answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. I beg your pardon ? 

Miss Gorruies. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever asked to join the Communist Party? 

Miss Gorrie. I refuse to answer that question on the same 
grounds, 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever a member of the Young Commmnist 
Leaone? 

Miss Gorruies. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever applied for employment with the 
United States Government? 

Miss Gorriies. No. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever work for the State of New York? 

Miss Gorriies. Not that I recall. 

Mr. Connors. You would recall it, would you? 

Miss Gorruies. I wasn’t ever so employed. 

Mr. Connors. Do you belong at the present time to the Labor Youth 
League ? 

Miss Gortuies. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Connors. Do you mean to say that a truthful answer to that 
question might subject you to criminal prosecution ? 

Miss Gorruies. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Do you belong to the Young Progressives of America? 

Miss Gort.ies. No. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever belong to the Young Progressives of 
America ¢ 

Miss Gorr.ies. No. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever belong to the American Youth for 
Democracy ¢ 

Miss Gorrtties. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Connors. I am going to put it to you as a fact that you did 
belong to the American Youth for Democr acy. When the American 
Youth for Democracy disssolved, you went along with many others 
into the Labor Youth League; is that correct ? 

Miss Gorruies. I dec ‘line to answer. 

Mr. Connors. Were you ever a member of the Young Communist 
League? 

Miss Gortriies. I decline to answer the question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Connors. Then I put it to you as a fact that you were first a 
member of the Young Communist League; then you were a member 

of the American Youth for Democracy; and you are now a membe! 
of the Labor Youth League. I ask you to affirm or deny that fact. 

Miss Gorrires. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know what the present dues are for the 
Communist Party ? 

Miss Gorriies. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds, 
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Mr. Connors. The Daily Worker of November 7, 1951, carried an 
article titled “Victims of Smith Act Form Speakers Bureau.” ‘This 
article stated in part that the 17 ae ants indicted under the Smith 
Act in New York had formed a speakers’ bureau called Voices Against 
the Smith Act. The article furth ier noted that speakers would appear 
before various groups to denounce the Smith Act, and the article said 
that speaking dates could be arranged by cont acting Miss Dorothy 

Gottlieb. room 454, 799 Broadway, New ‘York C ity. Is that a true 
recitation of the fact ? 

Miss Gorriirs. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Connors. Now, the building situated at 799 Broadway is also 
the building situated at 80 East Eleventh Street, is it not ? 

Miss Gorruies. I believe it is. 

Mr. Connors. You know it is, don’t you? 

Miss Gorriies. I believe. 

Mr. Connors. When you were served with a subpena by represent- 
atives of this committee were you not in room 454 of that buil ling 
which is located at 799 B rot adway and also has an entrance at 80 East 
Eleventh Street, New York City ? 

Miss Gorruties. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Connors. You don’t deny that, though? 

Miss Gorriies. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Connors. Miss Gottlieb, have you had oeceasion to do work 
among the youth of America? 

Miss Gorruier. Pardon me? 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever had occasion to do work among the 
vouth of America 4 
' Miss Gorriies. I was a young person at one point. 

Mr. Connors. I know, but have you had—— 

Miss Gorrures. Clarify your question. 

Mr. Connors. Have you generally been active in youth work? 

Miss Gorriier. I would say that I have in school. 

Mr. Connors. In school and out of school ? 

Miss Gorruies. Well, the result of school. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. Do you feel that the youth of this country is 
benefited by being indoctrinated with the C ommunist P arty line? 

Miss Gorriies. I don’t know. Are they? 

Mr. Connors. I beg your pardon? 

ae TiiEB. I don’t know whether they are or not. 

Connors. Let me put it this way then: Do you feel that the 
voit of this country would be bene fited by being indoctrinated with 
the Communist Party line? 

Miss ae I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Do you believe as a matter of fact that the Com- 
munist Party or » the Labor Youth League or the Young Progressives 
of America have a good deal to offer to the youth of the United States? 

Miss Gorrnes. Like any other organization, they have a program 
for young people. 

Mr. Connors. But isn’t that program for young people dictated 
and controlled by the Communist Party ‘ 

Miss Gorriien. I don’t know. They are democratic bodies. 

Mr. Connors. You may wish to be very careful with your answer in 
that area. You do not deny that you are a member of the Com- 
munist Party, do you? 
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Miss Gortruizs. I said I decline to answer. 

Mr. Connors. You do not deny that you are a member of is Labor 
Youth League, do you? 

Miss Gorrires. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Connors. So I think that when you say that you don’t know 
that the Labor Youth League is controlled by the Communist Party 
you are not telling the truth at all. 

Miss Gorriirs. I said—[confers with counsel]. Would you repeat 
the question ? 

Mr. Connors. The essence of your testimony at one point was that 
you didn’t know whether or not the YPA and the LYJ, were controlled 
by the Communist Party. 

Miss Gorruies. As far as I know I would say they are independent 
bodies. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Herbert Romerstein ? 

Miss Gorrires. Who? 

Mr. Connors. Herbert Romerstein, R-o-m-e-r-s-t-e-i-n. Have you 
ever heard of him? 

Miss Gorriies. No; I haven’t. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever heard of Harvey Matusow, M-a-t-u- 
s-o-w ? 

Miss Gorr.ies. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Well let me ask you this. There is no incriminatory 
aspect with this question. Did you read some articles in the Journal- 
American concerning Harvey Matusow a month or so ago? 

Miss Gorriies. In the New York Times, I believe. 

Mr. Connors. You did read something in the newspaper about 
Matusow ? 

Miss Gorruies. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Didn’t those newspapers say at one time he was a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Miss Gorr.ies. I believe they did. 

Mr. Connors. I believe they did too. Now, I am going to ask you 
again if to the best of your knowledge the Labor Youth League is not 
controlled by the Communist Party. 

Miss Gortuties. I decline to answer that question under the privilege 
of article V of the Constitution not to testify against myself. 

Mr. Connors. And isn’t the Labor Youth League a segment of the 
old American Youth for Democracy ¢ 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. I think that the record will probably show that your 
testimony is slightly contradictory about this point and in order to 
clarify the record I am going to ask you a couple of questions. Hasn'‘t 
the Communist Party continually controlled an organization which 
has been variously called the Young Communist League, the American 
Youth for Democracy, the Labor Youth League, and the Young Pro- 
gressives of America ? 

Miss Gorrutes. I decline to answer that question under the privilege 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Connors. You feel that a truthful answer to that question 
might subject you to criminal prosecution ¢ 

Miss Gorrries. I honestly do. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Charles White? 

Miss Gorrites. I’ve met him. 
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Mr. Connors. Do you know Frances White? 

Miss Gorruies. I’ve met her. 

Mr. Connors. Are they husband and wife? 

Miss Gorrures. I believe they are. 

Mr. Connors. Correct meif lam wrong. You testified that you did 
know Sidney Kramer? 

Miss Gorriies. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Connors. And you know Doris Koppelman; is that correct? 

Miss Gorr.ies. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. And you know Hope Foye? 

Miss Gorrutes. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. I lay before you a photostatic copy of a couple of 
pages of a public ation called New Challenge which purports to be 
published at 673 Broadway, New York City, : and ask you to please give 
your consideration to this photogr aph here. indicating} Who is 
that person there, if you please ? 

Miss Gorruren (confers with counsel). Sidney Kramer. 

Mr. Connors. Now, is Charles White in that photograph ? 

Miss Gorriies (indice ating). Yes, he is, 

Mr. Connors. And is Frances White in this photograph ? 

Miss Gorrures. Yes, she is. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). Is that Frances White? 

Miss Gorrires. Yes. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). Is that Doris Koppelman ? 

Miss Gorrires. Yes. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). Is that Hope Foye? 

Miss Gorrties. I believe so. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). Who is that person ? 

Miss Gorrites. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). Who is that person ? 

Miss Gorrires. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). Who is that person ? 

Miss Gorriies. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). Who is that person ? 

Miss Gorr.ies. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors ee ating). Who is that young man there? 

Miss Gorrtires. I don’t recall his name. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). Do you know that person ? 

Miss Gorruies. I have seen him. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). Who is that person there ? 

Miss Gorrires. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). Do you know that person there? 

Miss Gorruies. No. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). And that man there? 

Miss Gorruies. No. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). Who is that? 

Miss Gorrtres. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). Can you recognize that person there? 

Miss Gorriies. That’s Joy Silver. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). That is Joy Silver, is that correct, to 
the best of your identification ? ’ 

Miss Gorrtres. Yes. 
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Mr. Connors (indicating). Do you know this chap? 

Miss Gorriies. No. 

Mr. Connors. Is there anyone else in the photograph whom you do 
recognize ¢ 

Miss Gorriies. No. [Indicating.] This is Doris Mallard. 

Mr. Connors. M-a-l-l-a-r-d ¢ 

Miss Gorruiies. That is right. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Alvin Kimmel, K-i-m-m-e-]? 

Miss Gorruies. I believe I’ve met him; yes. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). This photograph here indicates it was 
taken at the Moscow Airport, does it not? I mean to say the caption 
underneath the photograph reads as follows: “Bouquets of flowers 
were showered on young Americans visitors when they arrived at the 
Moscow Airport.” Is that correct ?? 

Miss Gorriies. The caption reads that way; yes. 

Mr. Connors. Were you a member of that group? 

Miss Gorruies. No; I was not. 

Mr. Connors. You were not ? 

Miss Gorrires. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you undertake to make any arrangements for that 
group / 

Miss Gorruies. I refuse to answer that question under the privilege 
of article V. 

Mr. Connors. I show you another photograph which also appears 
in an edition of the New Challenge and ask you if you know any of the 
people who are pictured there. 

Miss Gorrtiirs. Just the same people I identified before. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). Is that Hope Foye? 

Miss Gorruies. I guess so. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). This is Mrs. White? 

Miss Gorruies. Yes. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). And this is Miss Koppelman? 

Miss Gortures. Yes. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). And Doris Mallard? 

Miss Gorriies. No; over there. 

Mr. Connors (indicating). There? 

Miss Gorrures. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Is there anyone else in this photograph whom you 
recognize ¢ 

Miss Gorrtiies. No. 


1This picture is reproduced on p. 193. 
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Mr. Connors. Do you know a man named Holstead Holman, 
H-o-1-m-a-n ? 

Miss Gorruies. I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know a man named Holman Hull, H-u-I-l? 

Miss Gort.ties. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. Well, I lay before you a copy of the U. S. S. R. In- 
formation Bulletin dated May 12, 1950, and ask you if you know that 
man whose picture appears on page 270. 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know a young man named Bill Reed, 
R-e-e-d? 

Miss Gortiies. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Connors. Bill Reed is not a Communist, is he? 

Miss Gorriies. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Connors. I am asking you about a young man named Bill Reed 
who formerly was a medical student at the Columbia University and 
now is interning in a hospital in New York. 

Miss Gorrutes. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. You refuse to answer that question ? 

Miss Gorriies. Under the privilege of article V of the Constitution. 

Mr. Connors. You feel if you answered the question truthfully you 
might be subjected to criminal prosecution ? 

Miss Gorruiies. I believe so. 

Mr. Connors. Did Bill Reed ever come up to you and ask a number 
of questions about going to Prague? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. What was your employment in 1947, if you please ? 

Miss Gortties. I decline to answer that question under the privilege 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Connors. What was your employment in 1948, if you please? 

Miss Gorrires. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Is there no employment which you have had in 1947 
or 1948 which you can’t talk to us about without subjecting yourself 
to possible criminal prosecution ? 

Miss Gorrires. That’s true. 

Mr. Connors. What was your occupation in 1949? 

Miss Gorruies. For a month I worked as a typist and switchboard 
operator for a furniture local, 768, in New York. 

Mr. Connor. A furniture local. You mean a labor union? 

Miss Gorruies. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Did I ask you if you belong to a labor union at the 
present time? 

Miss Gorriies. You didn’t ask me. 

Mr. Connors. Do you belong to a labor union at the present time? 

Miss Gorrures. I’m back in dues, but I belong to district 65. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been an officer of district 65 ? 

Miss Gorrties. No. 

Mr. Connors. You are speaking of district 65, Distributive, Process- 
ing and Office Workers of America ? 

Miss Gorrtires. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever been in 13 Astor Place, which is the 
DPOWA headquarters? 

Miss Gortires. I pay my dues there. 
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Mr. Connors. Is there a book store in that building now, to the best 
of your knowledge ? 

Miss Gorrires. I’m not sure. 

Mr. Connors. Was there a book store at 13 Astor Place some years 
ago? 

Miss Gorriies. There may have been. 

Mr. Connors. Wasn’t there, as a matter of fact, a book store there 
salled 65 Book Shop? 

Miss Gortutes. I believe so. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever buy a book there ? 

Miss Gorriries. No. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever buy anything there? 

Miss Gorrires. At the book shop? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Miss Gorruies. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know the man who ran that book store? 

Miss Gorttres. I believe I have met him. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know what his name is? 

Miss Gorruies. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Connors. Is his first name Jack? 

Miss Gorrures. I believe so. 

Mr. Connors. What is his last name ? 

Miss Gorruies. I don’t know. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever hear of 13 Astor Place, New York City, 
referred to as the Little Kremlin ? 

Miss Gorrures. I don’t know whether I have. 

Mr. Connors. You never have? 

Miss Gorrties. I may have. 

Mr. Connors. You may have heard it referred to as the Little 
Kremlin ? 

Miss Gorruies. I may have. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Arthur Osman ? 

Miss Gorriies. I know of him. 

Mr. Connors. But you don’t:know him? 

Miss Gorriies. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know any of the officers of local 65, DPOW A ? 

Miss Gorruies. Not the offic ers as such. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have any information which would lead you 
to believe that the 65 Book Shop ‘which used to be located at 13 Astor 
Place was operated by the Communist Party ? 

Miss Gorrtres. I don’t have any such information. 

Mr. Connors. Let me quote you from the testimony of Mr. Harvey 
Matusow before this subcommittee: 

On the tenth floor of their headquarters at 13 Astor Place, there was a book 
shop called 65 Book Shop which was run directly by Wholesale Book Corp. and 
the Communist Party. The manager of this book shop was Jack. He was a 
member of the Communist Party, identified to me by the State literature director 


of the Communist Party and by himself, at various times, at Communist Party 
headquarters on Twelfth Street. 


Do you have any comment to make about that testimony ? 

Miss Gorruies. I have no comment to make. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your information and belief is that 
testimony generally true? 

Miss Gorr.iies. I have no idea. 
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Mr. Connors. Did you ever see this chap Jack, who ran the 65 
Book Shop at the Communist Party headquarters ? 

Miss Gorriies. I refuse to answer that question; I refuse to answer 
that under the privilege of the Constitution. 

Mr. Connors. Can you characterize the literature offered for sale 
at the 65 Book Shop as Communist literature ? 

Miss Gorruies. I said I never bought any literature there. 

Mr. Connors. No; but you have been in the book shop; have you 
not ? 

Miss Gorruies. I don’t believe Ihave. I can’t recall. 

Mr. Connors. I took it from your answer that you had been in the 
book shop. Have you ever been in Communist Party headquarters 
in New York City? 

Miss Gorrrres. I decline to answer that question under the privilege 
of article V of the Constitution. 

Mr. Connors. If you had never been at that headquarters and could 
answer no to that question, that answer wouldn’t incriminate you; 
would it? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Who solicited you to join the Communist Party? 

Miss Gorriies. I decline to answer that question on the same 
grounds. 

Mr. Connors. How long have you been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Who paid your expenses down here today ? 

Miss Gorruies. I borrowed from my mother. 

Mr. Connors. Will the Weinstock Defense Committee at 80 East 
Eleventh Street, New York City, reimburse you for this trip ? 

Miss Gorriies. There is no reason to. JI am not employed by them. 

Mr. Connors. Did you say you were currently unemployed ? 

Miss Gorriies. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Louis Diskin ? 

Miss Gorriies. I decline to answer that question under the privilege 
of article V of the Constitution. 

Mr. Connors. He is a Communist; is he not ? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Irene Wheeler ? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Irene Wheeler is a Communist; is she not ? 

Miss Gorrires. My answer remains the same. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Bernice Diskin ? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Bernice Diskin is a Communist; is she not ? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer remains the same. 

Mr. Connors. Would you tell the committee what organizations 
you currently belong to? 
~ Miss Gorrires. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
of article V of the Constitution not to testify against myself. 

Mr. Connors. Are there any organizations to which you now be- 
long, membership in which would not subject you to criminal 
prosecution ¢ 

Miss Gorriien (confers with counsel). I have already testified that 
I belong to the union. 
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Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Miss Gorruies. I decline to answer that question under the fifth 
amendment of the Constitution. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know David Graham McCanns, M-c- 
C-a-n-n-s ¢ 

Miss Gorruies. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. He is a Communist, is he not? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Selma Weiss, S-e-l-m-a W-e-i-s-s? 

Miss Gorrires. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Selma Weiss is a Communist, isn’t that so? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Dick Lindheim, L-i-n-d-h-e-i-m ? 

Miss Gorruies. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Allen Eberman, E-b-e-r-m-a-n ? 

Miss Gorruies. No. 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever heard of Allen Eberman ? 

Miss Gorrutes. No, I haven't. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Winifred Norman, N-o-r-m-a-n ? 

Miss Gorruies. I believe she works works on the staff of the union. 

Mr. Connors. DPOWA? 

Miss Gorruries. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Yes, she does. eee ave you ever attended a Communist 
Party meeting ae Winifred Norman ? 

Miss Gorriies. I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Connors. If you never have attended a Communist Party 
meeting with W inifred Norman you realize that you can answer that 
question “No?” 

Miss Gorriies. I have answered the question. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge, is Winifred Norman 
a member of the Communist Party ? 

Miss Gorruies. My answer is the same, on the grounds of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Connors. As a matter of fact you know that Winifred Norman 
is a member of the Communist Party, don’t you? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Molly Lieber, L-i-e-b-e-r ? 

Miss Gorr.ien. My answer is the same 

Mr. Connors. Molly Lieber is 1 Communist, isn’t she / 

Miss Gorriuren. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Wasn't Molly Lieber executive secretary of the na- 
tional staff of the American Youth for - mocracy ¢ 

Miss Gorruien. My answer is the same, sir. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever hear of David Livingston / 

Miss Gorriies. He also is an officer of the union. 

Mr. ee . Is he the same David Livingston who was a cochair- 
man of the New York State Ame r ican Youth for Democrac y! 

Miss (FOTTLIEB, My answer is Ci same, on the ground ot the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever see a letterhead of the New York Stati 
American Youth for Sank racy on which the temporary address was 
13 Astor Place, New York City? 

Miss Gorriirs. My answer is the same. 
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Mr. Connors (indicating). This letterhead shows the cochairmen 
to be David Livingston and. Winifred Norman; isn’t that true? 

Miss Gorriies. My answer is the same. 

Mr. Connors. Miss Gottlieb, do you feel that your treatment here 
has been fair ? 

Miss Gorruies. I believe so. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have any statement you wish to make at this 
time? 

Miss Gortiies. No; I don’t. 

Mr. Connors. Let me ask you one more question, please. Do you 
feel that the youth of America with which you have worked can learn n 
the true meaning of democracy by belonging to such organizations a 
the Young Progressives of America and the Labor Youth League? 

Miss Gorriies. I think young people have the right to join any 
organizations they feel they want to join to learn from the experiences 
of working in these organizations. 

Mr. Connors. I think there is no question but that under our form 
of government young people do have a right to join any organization 
which appeals to them, but I would like you to tell the subcommittee 
if you feel that the young people of this country are benefited by 
joining such organization as the Young Progressives of America and 
the Labor Youth Lea gue. 

Miss Gorriies. I think my answer remains the same as before. 

Mr. Connors. Would you undertake to defend this country to the 
best of your ability against the Soviet Union in the event of a war be- 
tween this country and the Soviet Union ? 

Miss Gorruies. I would defend my country against any attack, 
against any country. 

Mr. Connors. Would you defend this country against the Soviet 
Union ? 

Miss Gorruies. I don’t believe that we will have a war with the 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Connors. There are no further questions and you are released 
from your subpena. 

(Whereupon at 12:50 p. m., Friday, February 29, 1952, the hearing 
was recessed subject to call.) 
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Unitep Sratres SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE ADMIN- 
ISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Securtry AcTr AND Oruer INTERNAL 
Securrry Laws, oF THE COMMITTEE ON THE J UDICIARY, 

Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met at 10 a. m., pursuant to call, in room 135, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Arthur V. Watkins presiding. 

Present: Senator Watkins. 

Also present: Donald D. Connors, Jr., Edward R. Duffy, and Win- 
ton H. King, investigators. 

Senator Watkins. The committee is now in session. You have a 
witness, Mr. Connors ? 

Mr. Connors. Yes, Senator Watkins. Mr. Harvey Matusow. 

Senator Warkins. Has the witness been sworn ? 

Mr. Connors. No, sir. 

Senator Watkins. Raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the t testimony given in the matter now 
pending before the subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary 
of the Senate of the United States will be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Marusow. I do. 

Senator Warkrns. You may proceed with the interrogation of the 
witness. 


TESTIMONY OF HARVEY M. MATUSOW, DAYTON, OHIO 


Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, you have previously appeared before 
the subcommittee, is that correct? 

Mr. Marusow. That is right. 

Mr. Connors. Will you identify yourself, please, by address, oc- 
cupation, and background ? 

Mr. Marusow. Harvey M. Matusow, 1308 Grand Avenue, Dayton 
6, Ohio; employed by the Ohio Commission on Un-American Activi- 
ties which is a part of the State Legislature of Ohio. I have been 
employed there since January 14, 1952. I attended public schools 
in the Bronx, New York, and high school in the Bronx. When I was 
18 I entered the United States Army and served in the Infantry in 
the European theater of operations with the One Hundred and 
Twenty-sixth Infantry. I was discharged August 3, 1946, and then 
worked at the Grey Advertising Agency, New York City, and was also 
attending City College of New York. I attended City College for 
about 114 years in the period 1946 and 1947, 
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After leaving the Grey Advertising Agency in 1947, I did some free 
lance work in the theatrical fields of radio and television production ; 
then became employed at the Jefferson School Book Shop, 565 Sixth 
Avenue, New York. I worked at their summer camp, Camp Sher 
wood, at Monticello, N. Y., and managed their bookshop there in the 
summer of 1948; then returned to the city and became a full-time em 
ployee of People’s Songs; and worked in the Wallace campaign as ; 
Communist Party assignment. I then became an employee in the 
New York County office of the Communist Party, 35 East Twelfth 
Street, New York. 

My next employment was at Camp Unity at Wingdale, N. Y., where 
I managed the bookshop. ‘That was the summer of 1949. 

Mr. Connors. Sag nity isa Communist Party camp, is it not / 

Mr. Marvsow. That is right. Then I worked at the Workers’ Book. 
shop, 48 East Thirteenth Street, New York, I worked there until 
about January 1950. I did not do too much in the way of employment 
after that. In July of 1950 I went to New Mexico. While there 
attended the Taos Valley Art School, in Taos, N. Mex., a school run 
by two Communists. 

In February 1951 I entered the United States Air Force. I was a 
reservist, called back to active duty. On December 11, 1951, I was 
released from active duty in the Air Force. However, I am still a 
member of the United States Air Force Reserves. 

Almost immediately after my release from active duty in the Air 
Force, 1 became employed with the Ohio Un-American Activities 
Commission. 

Mr. Connors. And you are currently employed by the Ohio Un 
American Activities Commission ¢ 

Mr. Marvusow. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, we propose to interrogate you today 
with respect to the Communist influence on teen-age groups, and 
spec ifically with respect to some so-called youth groups which the 
Communist Party itself has organized and carried on; and also with 
respect to some individuals who are active in those groups. 

We propose, first of all, to run down a list of names of individuals 
who have been alleged to be active in Communist-front groups, and to 
ask you concerning those people. Secondly, we would like to hear 
your testimony with respect to the youth organizations, and in the 
third place, with respect of the international aspects of the youth 
organizations. Does that suit your fancy ? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Let me then proceed with names: Are you acquainted 
with Arthur Gordon ? 

Mr. Matusow. No, I am not. 

Mr. Connors, Are you acquainted with Ray Glauber? 

Mr. Marvusow. No; I am not. 

Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Abe Osheroff ? 

Mr. Matusow. No. 

Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Herbert Signer? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes. Herbert Signer was at one time chairman of 
the AYD, National Chairman. I believe that was in 1947. Signer 
was also one of the leaders of the Communist Party Youth Movement 
on the National Youth Commission of the Communist Party. 
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I have here a magazine entitled “Youth” published by the American 
Youth for Democracy, and on page 22 there is a picture of Herb Sig- 
ner and the caption under the pictures states “Herbert Signer, execu- 
tive secretary, AYD.” 

Mr. Connors. That will be admitted into the record. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 1” and filed. ) 

Mr. Connors. I hand you a facsimile of the letterhead of the New 
York State American Youth for Democracy, and ask you to identify 
as many people listed on that letterhead as you can. 

Mr. Matusow. The first name, acting officers, cochairman, David 
Livingston, who is the same David Livingston who is now associated 
with the Union, DPOWA. 

Winifred Norman, whom I first met at Camp Unity in 1947, and 
who, on a number of occasions, had been identified to me as a member 
of the Communist Party, both self-identification and by officers in 
the Communist Party. Miss Norman is also associated with the 
DPOWA 

Mr. Connors. Is David Livingston also known to you as a member 
of the Communist Party, Mr. Matusow 4 

Mr. Marvsow. I was informed on a number of occasions that he 
was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Connors. Who made the statement to you? 

Mr. Matusow. In connection with my work at the Communist 
Bookshops. 

Mr. Connors. People whom you knew to be members of the _ 
munist Party told you that David Livingstone was also a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Marvsow. Leaders in the Communist Party. specifically, peo 
ple on the New York State staff, such or Norman Ross. who was New 
York County trade-union director of the Communist Party; Ben 
Bordofsky, New York State literature director of the Comuiunist 
Party. Those are the only names on this letterhead whom I knew 
personally. 

Mr. Connors. You testified a moment ago with respect to Herbert 
Signer. Is he known to you as a member of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Marusow. Yes, he is. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, are you acquainted with Mollie 
Lieber / 

Mr. Marusow. I am acquainted with Mollie Lieber just by reput: 
tion, and leaders of the Communist Party Youth Movement hav 
identified Mollie Lieber as one of the leading Communist Youth in 
the United States. I had no close relationship with her. 

Mr. Connors Was Mollie Lieber, to the best of your knowledge. 
formerly executive secretary of AYD/ 

Mr. Marvsow. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, are you acquainted with Leon Wofsy ¢ 

Mr. Marusow. Yes. Mr. Wofsy was chairman of the National 
Youth Commission for the Communist Party. He is presently the 
chairman of the national organization, of the Labor Y pone League 
and I had attended many meetings where Mr. Wofsy was in attend 
ance, and had many meetings with him while I was on the New York 
State executive committee of the Labor Youth League. 
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Mr. Connors. Have you attended Communist Party meetings with 
Mr. Wofsy? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Joe Bucholt? 

Mr. Matusow. Joe Bucholt was New York chairman of the Labor 
Youth League and headed the New York County office of the Com- 
munist Party Youth Movement. I have here a publication called 
League Action Bulletin, volume 1, No. 2. In it is a picture taken of 
Mr. Bucholt. I would say from the picture that it was taken some 
time in 1940 or 1941. 

Mr. Connors. Have you attended Communist Party meetings with 
Joe Bucholt ? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Connors. And you here and now identify him as a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Marusow. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Everett Thomas? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes. Everett Thomas, known as Teak, was publi- 
cations director and editor of the AYD publication in 1947. I had 
attended a number of Communist Party meetings with him. After 
the AYD was disbanded, Mr. Thomas became the Harlem section or- 
ganizer of the Communist Youth Movement. 

Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Mr. Julian Lowitt? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes, I am. He was second in command, or the or- 
ganizational secretary of the Communist Youth Movement, nationally. 
He is at present on the national staff of the Labor Youth League. I 
have attended Communist Party meetings with Mr. Lowitt, and I 

again would like to refer to the publication Youth, page 23, and a 
photograph of Mr. Lowitt. At that time he was secretary-treasurer 
of the AYD. 

Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Mr. Max Weiss? 

Mr. Matusow. Only by reputation, in that he has done a great deal 
of writing on Communist theory for the Communist Party. I believe 
that he has one pamphlet called What Price Profits? put out by the 
Communist Party, specifically for indoctrination of young people. As 
I say, I know him by reputation, but as a member of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Connors. Has he been identified to you by other Communist 
Party members as a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Marvusow. Yes, he has. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall those individuals who so identified him ? 

Mr. Marvusow. Leon Wofsy, Joe Bucholt, Lou Diskin, and Ben Bor- 
dofsky are just a few. 

Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Carl Ross? 

Mr. Marusow. There again, only by reputation. I believe Carl Ross 
was the Communist Party organizer for the State of Minnesota, 
formerly in the AYD, but his activities in the State of Minnesota were 
quite well known in the fact that I have seen photographs of him and 
knew of him asa p irty organizer in the State. 

Mr. Connors. Carl Ross played a leading role in the formation of 
AYD, did he not ? 

Mr. Marusow. He did. 

Mr. Conners. Are you acquainted with a girl named Doris Kop- 
pelman ? 
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Mr. Marusow. I cannot recall at this time having met Miss Kop- 
pelman. 

Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Dick Lindheim ? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes, I am. He was State director of the Young 
Progressives of America. That was New York State. And I was on 
the executive committee of the New York State Young Progressives 
of America for a period of about 5 weeks, on a special project and 
worked directly with Lindheim. He was identified to me as a member 
of the Communist Party by Miss Irene Wheeler who was on the 
National Youth Commission of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Connors. And you know Irene Wheeler to be a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Mirusow. Yes, I have attended many Communist Party meet- 
ings with her. 

Mr. Connors. Have you any information about efforts of Miss Lrene 
Wheeler to obtain a passport to go abroad ¢ 

Mr. Marusow. In 1947, I believe Miss Wheeler attended the World 
Youth Festival sponsored by the World Federation of Democratic 
Youth, in Prague, and the only thing I can recall about that festival 
is that she was in attendance. How she obt: ained the passport, I am not 
familiar with. But the question of the party’s technique in getting 
passports, I later became familiar with. 

Mr. Connors. May I suggest that we defer discussion of the Com- 
munist Party’s attempts to gain passports, until we come to the third 
part of our hearing? 

Mr. Marusow. Very well. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, are you acquainted with Selma Weiss ? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes, I am. Selma Weiss was national eductional 
director of the Labor Youth League, New York State, when I was a 
member of the Labor Youth League. I believe she had been very active 
in AYD. I attended Communist Party meetings where she was pres- 
ent. 

Mr. Connors. So you identify her to be a member of the Communist 
Party without a doubt? 

Mr. Marvsow. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Roosevelt Ward ? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes. Roosevelt Ward was head of the Harlem sec- 
tion of the Labor Youth League. He was Harlem chairman of the 
Labor Youth League, and later beeame New York County chairman of 
the Labor Youth League. He was also at one time Harlem chairman of 
the Communist Party youth section. I have here a photograph of 
Mr. Ward in the publication League Action Bulletin and I identify 
that as Roosevelt Ward. 

Mr. Connors. That will be received for filing. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 2” and filed.) 

Mr. Marusow. On the question of Mr. Ward, I know of his ap- 
plication for passports, and fraudulent application for passport. We 
will get to that later. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. Mr. Matusow, are you acquainted with Lou 
Diskin ? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes. Lou Diskin was New York State chairman of 
the Communist youth movement, a member of the national youth 
commission of the Communist Party, and later New York State chair- 
man of the Labor Youth League. I attended many Communist meet- 
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ings with Mr. Diskin. Again in the case of Mr. Diskin I am familiar 
with fraudulent application for a passport in 1949, 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, are you acquainted with Claudia 
Jones / 

Mr. Matusow. Yes. Claudia Jones is now 1 of the 16 Communist 
Party members who have been indicted under the Smith Act in New 
York City. She was at one time chairman of the Young Communist 
League, and later very active in the American Youth for Democracy. 
She is now, I believe, head of the women’s commission of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Connors. Have you attended Communist Party meetings with 
her / 

Mr. Marusow. Yes; I have. 

Mr. Connors. Now, Mr. Matusow, suppose we pause here and let 
me ask you this question: I have asked you about a number of indi- 
viduals, and in most instances, you have known these individuals. 
Now, have all of the individuals whom you have known whom we have 
talked about thus far been active in Communist Party youth activities 

Mr. Matusow. Yes; they have. 

Mr. Connors. And they have sought, have they not, to influence the 
minds and emotions of American young people along Communist 
Party lines? 

Mr. Matusow. Correct, again. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, are you acquainted with Howard 
Johnson. 

Mr. Marusow. Yes. Mr. Johnson is known as Stretch. He is at 
present—or was, when I was in the party—the New York State edu- 
cational director of the Communist Party. Prior to that position, he 
was New York County educational director of the Communist Party. 
I have attended Communist Party meetings with Mr. Johnson many 
times. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, are you acquainted with Mel Wil- 
liamson ¢ 

Mr. Marusow. Yes. Mel Williamson was the organizational sec 
retary of the Labor Youth League, nationally. Prior to that he had 
been the leader of the Communist Party youth section in the city of 
Chicago, Ill. I had attended Communist Party meetings with him 
in New York City in 1949. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, are vou acquainted with one George 
Blake ¢ 

Mr. Marusow. George Blake; his correct name is George Blake 
Charney. He was the New York County organizer of the Commu 
nist Party. He is at present 1 of = 16 Communists who have been 
indicted under the Smith Act in New York City. I had attended 
Communist Party meetings with him. 

Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Ted Bassett ? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes. He is or was New York County educational 
director of the Communist Party. I went to Puerto Rico in 1949 
with Mr. Bassett. He had been very active in the Communist Party 
in North Carolina, as well as in the State of Michigan; and I believe 
in 1947 or 1948 spent the better part of 1 year doing work for the Com 
munist Party in Cuba. 

Mr. Connors. Have you attended Communist Party meetings with 
Mr. Bassett ? 
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Mr. Matusow. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, I hand you now a portion of the testi- 
mony of Mr. Herbert Romerstein, and I invite your attention to the 
top paragraph at page 62, and ask you to identify any of the people 
named therein, as members of the Communist Party, if you are so able 
to do. 

Mr. Marusow. The first name is Ted Bassett, whom I just identified. 
The second name is Jean Frankfield who is the wife of Phil Frank- 
field, who at the time had been Baltimore-Washington district organ- 
izer of the Communist Party, and later become Ohio organizer of the 
Communist Party—that is, Phil Frankfield did. She is at present in 
the city of Baltimore, and I attended a party meeting with her at 
Camp Unity in 1949, where she spoke. 

The next name is Harry Haywood. He is the author of the book, 
Negro Liberation. I attended party meetings with Mr. Haywood and 
have seen him at numerous occasions at Communist Party head- 
quarters, 

The next name is Abner W. Berry. He is one of the editors of the 
Daily Worker. I have attended Communist Party meetings with Mr. 
Berry. 

The next name is Walter Lowenfels. He was editor of the eastern 
Pennsylvania edition of the Sunday Worker, and I have attended, I 
believe, two Communist Party meetings in the city of Philadelphia 
with Mr. Lowenfels. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, are you familiar with the American 
Folksay group of the American Youth for Democracy ? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes.Iam. They area group that have been affiliated 
with the American Youth for Democracy, People’s Songs, the Jefferson 
School Chorus, the Labor Youth League and the Young Progressives 
of America. I have here a publication put out by the World Federa- 
tion of Democratic Youth on the World Youth Festival in Pr: ague, 
Czechoslovakia, in 1947. 

There is a photogr aph of the skit put on by a part of the American 
delegation called The People, Yes, on page 49, and that photograph 
shows some of the members of the American Folksay group, taking 
part in the Prague World Youth Festival. 

Mr. Connors. Can you identify any of the members’ pictures on 
that page? 

Mr. Marvusow. Not on the basis of this picture, but I can identify one 
member of this American Folksay group who was there, one Ernie 
Lieberman, also a member of the People’s Songs. 

Mr. Connors. To your knowledge, was Mr. Lieberman a member 
of the Communist party ¢ 

Mr. Matusow. Yes; he was. I attended Communist Party meetings 
with him. 

Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Mr. Freddy Hellerman ? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes. I first met Freddy Hellerman when he was a 
student at Brooklyn College, a member of the student’s section of the 
Communist Party, Brooklyn College, branch; also a member of the 
singing group called the Weavers. T have attended Communist Party 
meetings with Mr. Hellerman. 

Mr. Connors. To your best knowledge, is he associated with the 
Folksay group ? 

Mr. Matusow. He was in 1947 and 1948. 





206 COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


Mr. Connors. Do you have any knowledge of a show put on by the 
American Folksay group called “Tomorrow Is Good Morning” ¢ 

Mr. Matusow. Yes; I do. I know of the show called “Tomorrow Is 
Good Morning.” It was put on by the American Folksay group, I 
believe, in 1948. Mr. Hellerman and Mr. Lieberman both were in- 
volved in the show “Tomorrow Is Good Morning.” Some other people 
who took part in that show were Hy Schwenger. 

Mr. Connors. Let me ask you, Do you know how to spell Mr. 
Schwenger’s name, his last name ? 

Mr. Marusow. I am not familiar with the exact spelling. The 
people whom I will mention here as having taken part in the show, 
“Tomorrow Is Good Morning” were known to me as members of the 
Communist Party. There was Erwin Silber, who at that time was 
executive director of People’s Songs, and section organizer for the 
music section of the Communist Party; Joe Jaffe, a member of the 
student section of the Communist Party at City College in New York, 
and a member of the American Folksay group. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, we have named here a number of indi- 
viduals. Is it your testimony that these individuals whom we have 
named are active in the Communist Party effort to indoctrinate the 
youth of this country ? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes, they are 

Mr. Connors. Have you ever - heard of the Israel Amter Club of the 
Labor Youth League ? 

Mr. Marvusow. Yes, I was a charter member of the Israel Amter 
Club of the Labor Youth League. It was the Labor Youth League 
Club on the lower East Side of New York City. 

Mr. Connors. Is there, to the best of your knowledge, a Carl Marzani 
Club of the Labor Youth League? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes, there is. 

Mr. Connors. And is there a Paul Robeson Club of the Labor Youth 
League ? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes, I believe that is the Harlem branch. 

Mr. Connors. Who is Sidney Kramer? 

Mr. Marvsow. Sidney Kramer, when I knew him, was the Brooklyn 
organizer of the Communist Party Youth League. I have attended 
Communist and allied meetings with him. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Kramer has testified that his salary is $60 a week, 
payable in cash. Would that be a true statement of the facts, to the 
best of your knowledge? 

Mr. Matusow. Approxim: ately $60 a week would be his salary today. 

Mr. Connors. Would it be the custom of the LYL to pay by cash 
rather than by check? 

Mr. Marvusow. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Was that always the policy ? 

Mr. Matusow. No; it was not. Both the Communist Party and the 
Labor Youth League did pay in checks years ago, but in 1948 and 1949, 
the policy was to pay in c: ish, a regular pay envelope, with cash, made 
up at the party’s headquarters, and later, at the Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Joy Silver? 

Mr. Marusow. No; I am not. 


Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Dorothy Gottlieb? 
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Mr. Matusow. In looking at the picture of Joy Silver, that is taken 
from a newspaper called New Challer nge, I will say that her face is 
familiar; I have seen her at party meetings. 

Mr. Connors. Now, may I invite your attention to the person who 
is Dorothy Gottlieb, and ask you if you have ever known that person ¢ 

Mr. Marusow. I would not venture an identification of the name. 
In New York City, the name Gottlieb is very common, and, without 
photographic identification, | would not venture to identify that 
pel rson. 

Mr. Connors Mr. Matusow, who is Hope Foye ? 

Mr. Marvsow. Miss Foye was one of the original members of the 
singing group called the Weavers. I first met Miss Foye during the 
1949 election c ampaign where she was very active in the Communist 
Party election campaign to elect Benjamin Davis, Jr., to the City 
Council of New York. I have attended Communist P arty meetings 
with her during that election campaign. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge, is she a member 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Matusow. She is. 

Mr. Connors. Have you attended Communist Party meetings with 
her? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes; I have. 

Mr. Connors. Are you aware that Mr. Kramer has written articles 
for a publication called New Challenge? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes; I am. I believe the newspaper called New 
Challenge, with an article by Sidney Kramer, was distributed at high 
schools in the city of Cleveland, Ohio, in the late part of 1951. 

Mr. Connors. Is New Challenge a Communist Party publication? 

Mr. Marusow. It isa publication of the Labor Youth League, which 
is the youth arm of the Dnsnnauies Party. 

Mr. Connors. To your best knowledge, how long has Mr. Kramer 
been under Communuist Party disctpline? 

Mr. Marusow. I can only state that he was a member of the Com- 
munist Party during the full length of time that I was in the Com- 
munist Party, in AYD, and that would run from October 1946 to 
January 1951. 

Mr. Connors. Are there any other names of Communist Party 
youth leaders which you could supply the committee ? 

Mr. Matusow. With the committee's pleasure, I would like to get 
to those names as we develop the story in connection with some of 
the documents. 

Mr. Connors. I take it that we are ready to move into the second 
phase of our testimony, with. respect to Communist Party activities 
along the lines of youth organizations ? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes. I would like to start introducing certain 
documents and activities of the Communist youth movement by read- 
ing a few passages from the two booklets put out by the Communist 
Party as the guides to action for organizing the youth movement, one 

called Young , Generation, by V. I. Lenin; and I would like to read a 
few passages from this. 
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Mr. Connors. May I suggest, Mr. Matusow, that you develop this 
phase of the testimony at your own pace 

Mr. Matusow. Very well. On page 12 of the book, Young Gen- 
eration, there is a letter written by Lenin on February 11, 1905, called 
Organize the Youth, and it states: 

We need young forces. I would recommend directly shooting on the spot 
those who dare say that there are no people. There are shoals of people in Russia. 
I might add there are “people” in any country it applies to. 

All that is needed is more widely and boldly; more boldly and widely, gain 
more widely and again more boldly to recruit young people, and not to be afraid 
of them. This is wartime. 

I might note here, too, that this was written in 1905, before the Rus- 
sian Revolution or the First World War, and the war that Lenin was 
referring to here is the class war, the revolution. 

The youth will decide the issue of the whole struggle, the student youth and 
still more the working-class youth. Get rid of all the old habits of immobility, 
respect for religion, and so on. 

Form hundreds of circles, peuperyodites— 

a Bolshevik newspaper— 

among the youth, and encourage them to work at full blast. Enlarge the com- 
mittee threefold, by taking on young people. Creat 5 or 10 subcommittees, co 
operate with any every honest and energetic person, empower every subcom- 
mittee to write and publish leaflets, without red tape (it will not be terrible 
if they make a mistake). We on the Vperidt will “mildly” correct them. We 
must with desperate speed ignite and set to work all people with revolutionary 
initiative. Do not fear their lack of training. Do not tremble at their inexpe- 
rience and lack of development. Firstly, if you are unable to organize and 
stimulate them to action, they will turn to the Mensheviks and Gapons, and the 
same inexperience of theirs will cause five times more damage. 

That set up the policy and need for organizing young people, the 
fact that, as Lenin stated, if the young people are not recruited into 
Communist organizations they -will work against the Communist 
Party anda successful revolution will never take place. 

Mr. Connors. The quotation that you have just read is more or less 
in the nature of the bedrock on which the Communist Party built its 
vouth organizations? 

Mr. Marvusow. That is correct. 

Again, reading from another portion of the book, page 42, a chapter 
entitled “The Tasks of Youth Leagues,” he states here: 

The Young Communist League will justify its name as the League of the 
Young Communist Generation when it links up every step in its teaching, train 
ing, and education * * * for you know perfectly well that as long as Russia 
remains the only Workers’ Republic and the old bourgeoise system exists in 
the rest of the world we shall be weaker, and we shall be under the constant 
menace of another attack, and only if we learn to be solid and united shall we 
win the further struggle and, having gained strength, become really invincible 

I would now like to introduce a pamphlet called Youth,’ put out by 
the national youth commission of the Communist Party, 35 East 
Twelfth Street, New York, N. Y. This was published in 1948 and 
set up the basic program for youth organizations in the United States. 

In relation to the American Youth for Democracy, I would like to 
rea! some ot che chapter headings. 

The first chapter is called Marxist Concept of Youth and Youth 
Organizations. 


1 This exhibit is reproduced in toto on p. 241, and following. 
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There is a subheading, “Youth, a special problem,” and there they 
define what youth is. Their definition of youth is, to quote: 

Youth is not a class, but a section of the total population. Classifications exist 
umong youth just as they exist among the population as a whole. The youth 
problem in certain of its aspects cut across class lines- 
and or that basis they approach the youth of all backgrounds. 

Their second chapter subheading is “How does capitalism intensify 
the problems of youth?” and here they pick out the weaknesses of 
certain young people; that is, people in school and their problems of 
vetting jobs after school. ane, raise the question of the youth in the 

Caribbean and foe Rico, Jamaica, and Cuba. They raise the 
question of the Negro youth, and certain political questions that 
affect the national groups as a special basis or indoctrination. I might 
add that the bibliography at the end of this second chapter is the 
book of Lenin which we have just quoted from. The second chapter 

is headed: “Youth movement in the United States,” and here they 
point out certain young people who were heroes in various wars, and 
the question of the first public schools, and certain social reforms that 
took place in the early history of the United States, and try to show 
that the Communist Party advocates these things, and continues to 
fight where other people have stopped. 

At one point they show that Jack London, the famous author, was 
a member of the Young People’s Socialist League in 1905. They want 
to particularly point th: at out to youth so they will say “It might be 
good organization to join.” They have a chapter on the American 
Youth Congress; one on the American Student Union. 

Mr. Connors. The American Student Union is now defunct; is it 
not ? 

Mr. Marvsow. That is right. Then they have a chapter on the 
Young Communist League. Then on their approach to the American 
Youth for Democracy, and I would like to read that into the record: 


Ever since the end of the war— 
referring to the Second World War— 


AYD has been the only independent organization of youth that has carried on 
a militant fight for the needs of youth fighting against the reactionary drive of 
American imperialism. A practical fight has been fought consistently in AYD 
for the rights of Communist-non-Communist unity. It was only the AYD that 
carried forward the militant tradition of the youth movement in the fight for 
Negro-white unity against discrimination, for the understanding of the cole of 
the labor movement as youth's best friend, and for international youth coopera- 
tion for peace. But American Youth for Democracy has not been able to grow 
into the all-inclusive anti-Fascist, anti-lmperialist youth support because «of the 
absence of an anti-Imperialist front in the country as a whole. Up to 1947 the 
AYD was not able to be part of a large movement in the country as a whole. 
And AYD has not been able to be the organization of the most advanced youth 
because of the absence of a Marxist-Leninist program. 


i“ ’ 

That was stated in here as the forerunner of the discussions for 
setting up of a Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Connors. Now, the book from which you are quoting is by 


way of being a primer of Communist direction of youth organizations ; 
is that correct ? 


Mr. Marusow. Right. 

Mr. Connors. Will you continue ? 

Mr. Marvusow. I would like to introduce here for the committee's 
reference two leaflets put out by a Communist organization in the 
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1930’s, called Young Pioneers. One is entitled “Smash the Boy 
Scouts. Fight Bosses’ War. Defend the Interests of W orking-Class 
Youth. Join the Working-Class Children’s Organizations and the 
Young Pioneers.” ? 

Mr. Connors. This pamphlet was aimed at the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica? 

Mr. Matusow. Right. “Come to the anti-Boy Scouts mass meet- 
ing, and hear a report of the delegation of workers’ children to the 
ro iet Union. Sunday, February : 2, at 2 p. m. sharp, Mirror Hall, 

} North Western Avenue.” 

— Connors. New York City? 

Mr. Marvsow. I believe this might have been Chicago or Mil- 
waukee. 

Mr. Connors. The Chicago District of the Young Pioneers of 
America / 

Mr. Marvusow. Young Pioneers of America, 2021 West Division 
Street, Chicago, Ill. 

Mr. Connors. You may continue. 

Mr. Marvsow. The other one is a pamphlet called The Boy Scouts is 
an organization for capitalist wars. Smash the Boy Scouts. Join 
the Young Pioneers. I would like to read the chapter headings on 
the leaflet. It starts out: 

Fight against the Boy Scouts. Workers’ children, Comrades— 

The Boy Scouts is an organization for capitalist wars. 

The Boy Scouts, an instrument of the bosses, for militarization of the 
children. 

The bosses are backing the Boy Scouts. 

Scouting is training for bosses’ wars. 

Boy Scouts are for bosses’ wars. 

The bosses’ schools aid the Boy Scouts. 

soy Scouts for child labor. 

soy Scouts take part in murder of striking workers. 
then it states: 

The workers are backing the Young Pioneers. 

Pioneering is training for working class. 

Pioneers fight against bosses’ wars, a militarization of children. 

Pioneers fight against antilabor propaganda and rotten school conditions. 

Pioneers fight child labor. 

Pioneers fight with striking workers, against bosses. 


on the back of the last page, on the bosses’ side: 


Boy Scouts attack workers of Russia. 
Boy Scouts are for the capitalist government. 


on the side of the Young Pioneers column, it states: 

Stand by workers, Russia, and for a workers’ and farmers’ government. 

Mr. Connors. Now, the Young Pioneers is no longer an active or- 
ganization; is it? 

Mr. Matusow. No; it is not. This, by the way, was issued by the 
Young Pioneers of America, 43 East One Hundred and Twenty-fifth 
Street, New York City. I might add that they say they were against 
militarization, but I have heard first-hand reports when I was in the 
party of the Young Pioneers’ summer camps, where at 7 o'clock every 
morning all the children stood at attention with clenched fists, singing 
the Internationale as the Communist flag was raised. 


2 These two documents are reproduced in toto on pp. 211-216. 
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The Boy Scouts Is An 
Organization For 


Capitalist Wars! 


Smash The Boy Scouts! 
Join the Young Pioneers! 
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Fight Against the Boy Scouts! 


WORKERS CHILDREN! COMRADES! 


During the week of February 8th to 14th the Young Pioneers are 
carrying on a campaign to expose to the workers’ children the bosses’ 
plan for a new war and for militarizing the workers’ children. This 
is our answer to Boy Scout Week which is being used by the bosses to 
fool more workers’ children into the Boy Scouts. 


THE BOY SCOUTS IS AN ORGANIZATION FOR CAPITALIST WARS 


The Boy Scout organization glorifies the wars of the bosses. Its 
real aim and object is to prepare the workers’ children for good soldiers 
in the armies of the bosses. Even the very oath of the Scout pledges 
him to do his duty to God and to his country—which means to fight, 
without questioning, for the wars in the interests of the bosses and 
against the workers. 


THE BOY SCOUTS IS AN INSTRUMENT OF THE BOSSES FOR 
MILITARIZING THE CHILDREN! 


The bosses are feverishly preparing for wars. Just consider the 
“good-will” trip of Hoover, the plan for building an American Navy. 
“second to none”, the building of 15 more cruisers,—what are these 
but proof of the bosses’ preparations for war? At the same time the 
capitalists mumble a few phrases about peace, such as the Kellogg Pact, 
to put the workers off guard so they should forget about the war pre- 
parations. 


They are trying to trap the young workers and students into the 
Citizens Military Training Camps and into the Reserve Officers Training 
Corps, where they are trained for the coming war. 


For militarizing the children, the bosses have a special instrument! 
That is the Boy Scouts of America! This is the real purpose of the 
Boy Scout movement! This is the real meaning of the celebrations 
planned for Boy Scout Week! 


There is only one organization of workers’ children that fights for 
the interests of the working class and of the workers’ children. That is 
the YOUNG PIONEERS OF AMERICA. 


What are the differences between the Boy Scouts and the Pioneers? 
Just study them and you will clearly see your duty as workers’ chil- 
dren. We must smash the Boy Scouts, which is the organization of our 
class enemies—the capitalists. 


Workers children, your place is in the Pioneers—the organization 
of our own class, the working class JOIN THE YOUNG PIONEERS! 
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The Bosses Are Backing 
The Boy Scouts! 


The Boy Scout movement is supported 
by the richest and most powerful bosses 
and by the American government which 
is their agent. That’s why the Boy Scouts 


are used for the bosses and against the 
workers and their children! The Boy 


Scouts is an anti-labor organization! 


SCOUTING IS TRAINING FOR BOSSES 
WARS! 


Scouting is the means of fooling the 
workers’ children into the Boy Scouts. 
Thru Scouting the Boy Scout is taught 
all that a soldier needs to know. he 
whole aim of scouting is to prepare the 
workers’ children for the life of the sol- 
dier in bosses’ wars. 


BOY SCOUTS ARE FOR BOSSES’ 
WARS! 


The Boy Scouts justify and glorify 
bosses’ wars. They boast of the fact that 
Boy Scouts make the best soldiers and 
that the Boy Scouts did service to the 
bosses in the last World War, which was 
only a war for bosses’ profit. And now 
the Boy Scouts are preparing the workers’ 
children for the coming war. 


THE BOSSES SCHOOLS AID THE 
BOY SCOUTS! 


The schools, which carry the propa- 
ganda of the bosses to the children, try 
their best to fool the workers’ children 
into the Boy Scouts. The Boy Scouts are 
a great help to the bosses in doping the 
minds of the children. Snitching and 
squealing on every attempt of the work- 
ers’ children to organize and fight for bet- 
ter conditions—that’s the task of the 
Boy Scout in school. 


BOY SCOUTS FOR CHILD LABOR! 

The Boy Scouts are for child labor be- 
cause the bosses are for it. Boy Scouts 
are encouraged to slave obediently for 
the bosses and to be thrifty so that the 
bosses can use the child workers instead 
of grown up workers, pay them less 
wages and in that way make more profits. 


BOY SCOUTS TAKE PART IN MURDER 
OF STRIKING WORKERS! 


Fighting on the side of the police and 
the bosses and against. the striking work- 


ers—that’s where you'll find the Boy 
Scouts. In the Colorado coal strike, the 
Boy Scouts played their part in the 
murder of innocent str*” ¢s. 
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The Workers Are Backing 
The Young Pioneers! 


Only the workers support the Pioneers! 
The Workers (Communist) Party and 
the Young Workers -(Communist) League 
—organizations leading the workers in 
the struggle against the capitalists—are 
backing us. That’s why the Young Pio- 
neers fight for the workers and the 
workers’ children all the time! 


PIONEERING IS TRAINING FOR 
WORKING CLASS! 


Pioneering—our method of sports is 
for the purpose of developing strong 
minds and strong bodies for the workers’ 
children so that we will be better fighters 
for the workers and against the bosses! 


PIONEERS FIGHT AGAINST BOSSES’ 
WARS AND MILITARIZATION OF 
CHILDREN! 

The Pioneers are agairfst all bosses” 
wars. We say to the workers’ children: 
Your real enemies are not the workers of 
any other country, but the bosses right 
here at home—the American capitalist 
class. Fight the plans of the bosses for 
another world war. Fight against the 
plotting of the American bosses against 
the Soviet Union—the only government 
of the workers’ and poor farthers. 
PIONEERS FIGHT AGAINST ANTI- 
LABOR PROPAGANDA AND ROTTEN 

SCHOOL CONDITIONS! 

The Pioneers are fighting against the 
rotten conditions in the schools in work- 
ing-class neighborhoods—against the fire- 
traps, against the overcrowding, against 
the part-time system. But especially do 
the Pioneers fight against the anti-labor 
propaganda of the schools. We’re fighting 
to spread the truth about the workers and 
bosses among the children and to win the 
workers’ children for the working class. 


PIONEERS FIGHT CHILD LABOR! 

In America, which is the richest 
country in the world, 3,500,000 children 
are forced to slave while 4,000,000 grown 
up workers have no jobs! We demand 
that. child labor be abolished and that the 
government take care of the children now 
working! 


PIONEERS FIGHT WITH STRIKING 
WORKERS AGAINST BOSSES! 
Fighting side by side with the workers 

on the picket line—that’s where you'll 
find the Pioneers. The Pioneers organize 
relief for the hungry children of the 
strikers — so that the workers may 
struggle on until they «in their battle 
against the bosses. 
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BOY SCOUTS ATTACK WORKERS’ 
RUSSIA! 

The Soviet Union is a government of 
and for the workers and poor farmers. 
The Soviet Union is the worst enemy of 
all the bosses the world over. So the 
bosses hate it and are plotting war against 
it. The Boy Scouts are used to spread 
the most vicious lies against Workers’ 
Russia. When the bosses are ready to 
attack the Union of Socialist Sovict 
Republics, they want the workers childron 
to fight for the American government, 
the government of the bosses, and against 
the Soviet Union where the workers rule. 


THE BOY SCOUTS ARE FOR THE 
CAPITALIST GOVERNMENT! 

The Boy Scouts support the govern- 
ment, which is always used for the bosses, 
against the workers. It is the govern- 
ment which protects the property of the 
rich, which jails and murders the best 
fighters of the working class, like Sacco 
and Vanzetti and Mooney and Billings. 
It is this government which jis responsible 
for the misery of the workers’ children, 
while the children of the rich roll in 
luxury. It is the government which is 
responsible for the wars where millions 
of workers are slaughtered for the profits 
of the bosses. 


PIONEERS STAND BY WORKERS’ 
RUSSIA! 


We Pioneers say—the workers and 
their children all over the world have 
only one fatherland—the Sovict Father- 
land, WORKERS’ RUSSIA. We pledge 
support to our Fatherland against the 
attack of the American bosses. We know 
that in the Soviet Union there is no child 
labor, workers children go to the best 
schools there are, have free vacations. 
The children are the first care of the 
workers’ government! The Pioneers are 
organizing a children’s delezation to the 
Soviet Union to pledge the support of 
the American workers’ children to the 
Soviet Union! Support the children's 
delegation to Workers’ Russia. 


FOR A WORKERS’ AND FARMERS’ 
GOVERNMENT! 

The Pioneers ure against this govern- 
ment which is for the bosses who own 
everything and against the workers, who 
make everything, but have nothing. We 
ure for a WORKERS’ and FARMERS’ 
GOVERNMENT, where the workers will 
rule like they do in the Sovict Union. 
Only a workers’ and farmers’ govern. 


ment will do away with wars. Then only 
will there be an end to the misery and 
suifering of the workers and their 
ghildren. 


Workers Children in the Boy Scouts: LEAVE THE BOY SCOUTS 


—the organization of our enemy—the bosses! 


Join the organiza- 


tion of your own class—the YOUNG PIONEERS! Smash the Boy 
Scouts! BUILD THE YOUNG PIONEERS! 


Issued by the YOUNG PIONEERS OF AMERICA 
43 East 125th Street New York, N. Y. 


READ THE YOUNG PIONEER! 


A Paper for Workers’ and Farmers’ Children. 


THE YOUNG PIONEER IS THE ONLY 
WORKERS’ CHILDREN’S PAPER 
THAT FIGHTS— 
Against Bosses’ Wars! 
Against Child Labor! 
Against Bad School Conditions! 
Against the Boy and Girl Scouts! 
For the Interests of the workers’ 
Children! 
For the Defense of the Soviet 
Union! 
For a Workers’ and Farmers’ 
eee x x Government! 
IT COSTS 5 CENTS A COPY AND 50 CENTS FOR ONE YEAR. 


Sswwwaeaewrdseedameae«ne = wae ae ee 


Za es we 
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SMASH THE BOY SCOUTS! 
FIGHT BOSSES’ WAR! 
Defend the Interests of the Working Class! 
Nee Sremtsues, THE YOUNG PIONEERS! 


COME TO THE 
ANTI-BOY SCOUT MASS MEETING 


and Hear a Report of the 
Delegation of Workers’ Children to the Soviet Union 
SUNDAY, FEB. 2, at 2 P. M. Sharp MIRROR HALL, 1136 N. Western Ave. 
‘ADMISSION FREE Auspices: Young Pioneers of America, District 8 


PELLOW WORKING CLASS CHILDREN: 


Today the Boy Scouts of the Chicago district are holding a big jubilee. The question that 
arises is—What does the Jubilee mean? In order to answer this question correctly we must 
first find out what the Boy Scout organization stands for. 


WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE BOY SCOUT ORGANIZATION? 


The bosses have two purposes in mind in building up and maintaining the Boy Scout or- 
genization and those are: (1) to train the worker's children to act as strike-breakers when their 
parents and other _ : ~ bosses that give 
workers go oat in Canes re ¥ your parents rotten 
strike for higher conditions, lbw 
wages, shorter , > wages and unem- 
hours of work, etc.; i i} ie ployment. 

In every strike 
the boases call up- 
“> on the National 


a = " Guards and Boy 

yen Bd oe : 4 Scouts to break the 
coming bosses 3 rk- 
wer. Today you Rad yee ae eet 
train with wands— (m7! - UT seen in the New 
tomorrow they will 7 oS = Bedford textile 
replace these wands ROBO OOSECTE Strike and in the 


by guns and call 7 Miners’ Strike ia 
upon you to give 7 ‘ aS Southern Mlinois. 
your lives for the re r are YOU MUST DE- 
profits of the same = . FEND THE IN- 
TERESTS OF ALL WORKERS! YOU MUST REFUSE TO BE USED TO BREAK STRIKES! 

The bosses thruout the world are actively preparing for a War against the Workers’ and 
Permers’ Government—the Soviet Union. In the Soviet Union the workers and peasants control 
the factories, mines, mills, land and the government in their own interest. In the Soviet 
Union the conditions of the workers are improving daily (all workers enjoy the 7-hour work day, 
‘Wt free vacations with pay each year, the government! sees to it that the children of a 
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@rt enough to live without being forced to work for a. living at an early age, etc.) The 
bosses everywhere fear that the workers thruout the world will follow the example of their 
Russian brothers und establish Workers’ and Farmers’ Governments. This is the main reason 
why the bosses are so eagerly preparing to destroy the Soviet Union. The bosses will call upon 
you to shoot down your brothers of the Soviet Union. YOU MUST DEFEND THE WORK. 
ERS’ AND FARMERS’ GOVERNMENT OF THE SOVIET UNION!! 


WHY THE BOY SCOUT JUBILEE? 


A few months ago the bosses held a gathering of representatives of the various Boy Scout 
organizations thruout the world. This Jamboree was held in England and had as its purpose 
the mobilizing of all the Boy Scouts for the coming war agains! the Soviet Union In answer {o 
this Jamboree the representatives of the working class children's organizations—the Pioneers—of 
every country gathered in the capital of the Workers’ and Farmers’ Government—in Moscow. 
This gathering had as its purpose the mobilizing of ali the working cless children to defend the 
interests of the workers and to the defend the Workers’ and Farmers’ Government of the 
Soviet Union. 


At the present time, as a follow-up to the recent International Boy Scout Jamboree, the 
hosses are holding the present Boy Scout Jubilee in Chicago. This Jubilee ig a direct attempt 
to mobilize the Boy Scouts in the Chicago district for the coming war. 


JOIN THE YOUNG PIONEERS OF AMERICA!! 


The Young Pioncers of America is an organisation of working class children that fight is 
the interests of their class, the working class. It fighis agains! child labor and for the govers- 
ment mainteinence of all those children at present employe. It fights in the schools for the 
interests of the -working class children. 


You must fight against the bosses’ organization, the 
Boy Scouts, and join the ranks of the only militant work- 
ing class children’s organization, the Young Pioneers of 
America. 


I WANT TO JOIN THE YOUNG PIONEERS OF AMERICA 


SS eee 


Send this in to the 
CHICAGO DISTRICT—YOUNG PIONEERS OF AMERICA 
2021 W. DIVISION 8ST. CHICAGO, ILL. 
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Mr. Connors. Have you ever noticed a change of party line in this 
area ¢ 

Mr. Marusow. Yes; their line was changed drastically. I might 
cite the example of Don West, who is at present one of the Communist 
organizers in the State of Georgia, the same Don West whose book 
of poetry was published, “Clods of Southern Earth,” in 1940. 

Mr. West was in Bethel, Ohio, and a clergyman in the Baptist 
Church. I am taking this from the petineay of John and Martha 
Edston, and they stated that Mr. West had seven churches under his 
jurisdiction, and a Boy Scout troop was organized in each of the 
churches, and his plan was to indoctrinate. I met him at a meeting 
of the Communist Party in 1951. 

Mr. Connors. From time to time, the Communist Party line, with 
respect to labor unions, has changed. For a period of time they were 
opposed to orthodox unions, and tried to organize their own unions. 
Then, after a failure along those lines, they tried to infiltrate orthodox 
unions. Apparently, the line, if it may be called that, in respect to the 
Boy Scouts, was the same? 

Mr. Marusow. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. Now they are apparently atte mpting to infiltrate the 
Boy Scouts, rather than set up an opposing organization ? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes; that comes from the Lenin pamphlet that I 
read, where he stated “If you cannot organize _ and get them in, they 
will do damage in the opposing organization,” the Young Pioneers 
were never able to ¢ ompete with the Boy Scouts. 

Mr. Connors. Will you continue that at your own pace, Mr. 
Matusow ¢ 

Mr. Marvusow. I have here the magazine referred to before, Youth, 
a publication of the American Youth for Democracy; not to be con- 
fused with the publication Youth put out by the Communist Party. 
| would like to go through this publication. There are many names 
of people in here whom I knew to be members of the Communist 
Party. 

I would like to introduce them into the record. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Marusow. As well as to show how the party was able to get 
certain influential people to support it. On page 2, they start out by 
showing their patriotism, by printing a picture of the late President 
Roosevelt. He is no way endorsed the AYD, but they still used the 
picture, without his consent. 

On page 2 I would like to quote from a message delivered by Sen- 
ator Claude E. Pepper to the Second National Convention of the AYD 
in June of 1946: 

Every member of your organization is a potential leader of democracy, for it 
is on the youth of America upon whom rests the responsibility for the future 
of peace and prosperity in our country and in the rest of the world. The events 
in Congress and in the rest of the country and in other parts of the world show 
that your organization of American Youth for Democracy must join with other 
democratic forces in vanquishing the forces of tyranny which have reared their 
ugly heads throughout the world. I have confidence in the strength of American 
Youth for Democracy. 


Under the message by Senator Pepper is a message delivered to the 
AYD on June 14, 1946, by Paul Robeson. 

Mr. Connors. Paul Robeson is 2 member of the Communist Party, 
s he not ? 


88400—52 
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Mr. Matusow. I know his son, Paul Robeson, Jr., to be a member; 
but frankly I have never been able to get a commitment from anybody 
else as to whether he actually carried a card. But there is no doubt 
in my mind as to his association with the party. 

Mr. Connors. He is under Communist discipline, at any rate? 

Mr. Matusow. That he is. The table of contents here states that 
the magazine is published by American Youth for Democracy, 150 
Nassau Street, New York City. This was published in February cain 

Editorial Committee, Vivian Levin, chairman. I do not believe 
know her. Aaron Weissman and Alfred Young. I did not 
either one of them. The cover of the cinaneies tail was a litho- 
graph by Rockwell Kent, the famous artist. Drawings were by How- 
ard Sparber. I also did not know him. 

One of the photographs in the magazine on page 4 was given to 
AYD by the Office of War Information. On page 5 there was an 
article called We fought for peace, by the National Committee To Win 
the Peace, Brig. Gen. Evans F. C arlson, United States Marine Corps, 
retired, and Paul Robeson, cochairman. 

Mr. Connors. This was an article written jointly by Carlson and 
Robeson ? 

Mr. Marusow. That is right. On pages 6 and 7 there was an article 
written by Mollie Lieber, whom we have previously identified, and in 
it it stated that Mollie Lieber was an AYD delegate to the World 
Youth Congress conference. On page 8 there is an article by Louis 
Merrill, who had been president of the United Office and Professional 
Workers of America, CIO. On page 9 there is an article written by 
C. B. Baldwin, whom I believe is presently the chairman of the Pro- 
gressive Party. 

Mr. Connors. That man is commonly called Beanie Baldwin, is 
he not ? 

Mr. Marvsow. That is correct. At that time he was the executive 
secretary of the National Citizens’ Political Action Committee. Page 
10 is an article by Joe Bucholt, whom we have previously identified. 
At that time he was New York intercollegiate director of the AYD. 
On page 12 there is an article by Elmer Brown, second vice president, 
International Typographical Union, American Federation of Labor. 
On page 12 there is an article by Albert Deutsch, who at the time was 
one of the editors of the ne wspaper PM. I might add that through- 
out they use quotes of the late President Roosevelt. There was one 
on page 9 in conjunction with Mr. Baldwin’s article, and one, a banner 
headline, on pages 12 and 13. On page 16 there is an article by Ruth 
Yjett, Southern Negro Youth Congress, and there is a photograph 
here of a group of singers. The caption is “Horrified at the lynch 
terror sweeping the land of Bilbo and Rankin that deprived hun 
dreds of thousands of young veterans of the right to vote and decent 
jobs, AYD sent 800 angry singing delegates to the Nation’s Capit: i 

last September to help launch a national crusade to end lynching.” 

The delegation climaxed a campaign of petitions, letter writing, and 

rallies, and started a new round of activity to pass antilynch and anti- 
a tax and FEPC legislation. 

The photograph here shows a man playing a guitar. The last I 
knew he had a radio program in the city of Baltimore. His name is 
Levine. Ido not know what his stage name is. I would like to intro- 
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duce that into the record. I know him to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Matusow. On page 18 there is an article by Abraham Boxer- 
man, secretary of the School of Jewish Studies, which is part of the 
Jefferson School now. That is the Communist Party school. _ 

On page 19 there is an article by Milt Wolf, at that time national 
commander of the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. Mr. 
Wolf is now, I believe, treasurer or one of the officers of the Civil 
Rights Congress. I have met Mr. Wolf at more than one Communist 
Party meeting. 

On pages 22 and 23 there are some photographs. There is one that 
we have identified before of Herbert Signer. The second photograph 
on the page is that of Winifred Norman, whom we have identified as 
a member of the DPOWA, and another is Vincent Pieri, who is pres- 
ently Labor Youth League director in the State of Ohio. 

Mr. Connors. Now, the rest of that volume is devoted to advertise- 
ments and one thing and another, is it not ? 

Mr. Matusow. For the committee’s information, I would like to 
enter the rest of the volume for your reference. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Marvsow. On page 25 there is an advertisement taken in this 
magazine, one called With thanks of Marion Greenberg, who is the 
same Marion Greenberg who is presently the wife of Paul Robeson, 
Jr., and I know her to be a member of the Communist Party. Under 
that, there is a name of a Robert Fogel. That is the same Robert 
Fogel who is now students’ division director of the Communist 
Party, and Communist Labor Youth League. There is also the name 
of Robert Emerine, who is presently a member of the Communist 
Party in the State of Ohio, the husband of Rosalyn Emerine, whose 
name was mentioned previously. 

Mr. Connors. Have you some information with respect to the Com- 
munist attitude toward the veterans? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes, I have two documents here, one published by 
the Veterans’ Commission of the Communist Party, prepared by the 
veterans’ commission, published by the New Century Publishers, 832 
Broadway. It is called Who Ruptured Our Duck? What is the deal 
for veterans? I would just like to read the heads in this pamphlet. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Matusow. “What about jobs?” “What about a place to live?” 
“What about high prices?” “Who are we who say these things?” 
“Communist veterans have the answers.” 

You can see the line taken there was to hit the weakness of the 
veterans; unemployed, no place to live, prices going up, and a guy just 
got out of the service, and thinks that somebody owes him something. 
Then they say the Communists have the answer, and they develop it. 

I would like to read the names here where they list Robert Thomp- 
son, who is one of the Communist fugitives now, and show that he had 
received the Distinguished Service Cross, and that Communists had 
fought in the war; Herb Wheedin, who was the Harlem organizer 
for the Communist Party when I was in the party and at this time 
is chairman of the Westchester Communist Party, is mentioned, 

I would like to submit that for reference, to the committee. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 
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(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 3” and filed), 

Mr. Matusow. I have here a publication called Veterans’ Policies 
of the Communist Party; An Outline for Discussion in all Clubs, by 
the education commission and veterans’ commission of the New 
York State Communist Party. 

This publication was for high functionaries and leaders only, and, 
other than the material published in the pamphlet called Who Rup- 
tured Our Duck? This shows why the Communists are taking the 
line of the veterans, and it pointed out that there were 11,900,000 who 
have returned to civilian life, who are weak and susceptible to our 
line. They quote from William Z. Foster and show that the approach 
should be to the veterans in the labor unions. 

In 1946, their policy was to infiltrate the American Legion and 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, as well as to support the American Vet- 
erans’ Committee. I might add that in New York the American Vet- 
erans’ Committee was for a while dominated by the Communist Party 
and many of their chapters had been expelled from the veterans’ 
organization. 

Mr. Connors. That was called AVC? . 

Mr. Marvsow. That is correct. They also had a chapter on women 
veterans here. I would like to submit this for the committee’s refer- 
ence. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 4” and filed). 

Mr. Marusow. I would now like to go into some of the discussion 
bulletins put out by the Communist Party to show the varied subjects 
that they prepare their people with for their propaganda machines, 
so that the Communist is prepared at all times to argue the party line. 
There can be no slips. I would just like to refer to the titles and some 
of the chapter headings of these discussions outlines, all of which were 
prepared by either the national or the New York State educational 
committee of the Communist Party. 

The first one is called Questions and Answers on the North Atlantic 
Pact. In it they take the line of the Soviet Union and show why they 
are following that line and why they are opposed to the NATO Pact 
and why they support the Soviet Union. 

I would like to enter that in evidence. 

Mr. Connors. That will be accepted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 5” and filed). 

Mr. Matusow. The next one was prepared and called National Sub 
Drive Bulletin, “sub drive” referring to a subscription campaign for 
the Daily and Sunday Worker. So here they show why the party 
is publishing the paper, and they list here other publications, which 
were published by the Communist Party. I would like to read those. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Marvusow. The Morning Freiheit, which is a Yiddish news- 
paper, Ahora, a Spanish-language newspaper; L’Unita del Populo, 
the Italian newspaper; and the German-American, the German-lan- 
guage newspaper. They also publish, although I do not have the 
name, a Finnish newspaper. They publish the China Daily News. 
They publish Hungarian and Polish newspapers, as well as an Ar- 
menian newspaper. The subscription drive referred to here has stated 
that a grand total of 25,000 subscriptions was turned in by the time of 
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the Lenin memorial meeting in the week of January 15—I might add 
that during this subscription drive I sold 350 subscriptions to the 
papers. 

Mr. Connors. What year was that? 

Mr. Marusow. 1949, and I received a trip to Puerto Rico for hav- 
ing sold the most subscriptions in the United States. I would like to 
submit that as an exhibit. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 

(The document referred to w: as marked “Exhibit No. 6” and filed). 

Mr. Marusow. The next one is a speakers’ guide on the elections, 
referring to the 1948 election campaign, and. why the Communist 
Party is supporting the Progressive Party. Again I would like to 
submit this for the committee. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 7” and filed). 

Mr. Marusow. The next one is Questions and Answers on the Fight 
for Taft-Hartley Repeal. 

Mr. Connors. And the Communist Party attitude toward the Taft- 
Hartley Act was that it should be repealed ¢ 

Mr. Marusow. Correct. I would like to submit that for the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Connors. That will be accepted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 8” and filed). 

Mr. Marvusow. The next one is Questions and Answers on the 1949 
Election Campaign. This was primarily geared for New York City. 
Again I would like to enter that. 

Mr. Connors. Let me ask you at this time what is the extent of the 
Communist Party control in the American Labor Party in New York 
City ¢ 

Mr. Matusow. In 1950, when I was in the Communist Party in New 
York City, the American Labor Party was controlled, every club of 
the American Labor Party that I know, was controlled by members 
of the Communist Party, and every American Labor Party club 
chairman in the counties of Manhattan and Bronx and Brooklyn were 
members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. The document you mentioned a moment ago 
will be accepted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 9” and filed.) 

Mr. Marvusow. I would also like to submit a publication, Back- 
ground of the Berlin Crises, Speakers’ Guide, put out on the question 
of the Berlin blockade and why the Communist Party supported the 
Soviet Union’s blockade. 

The table of contents reads: 

Peace Talk Gives Wall Street the Jitters. 

There is Only One War Camp— 
referring to the United States— 

The Berlin Crises, Economical and Political Unity of Germany. 

The Potsdam Agreement. 

The De-Nazification of German Cartels, and Repatriation. 

Capitalist Wall Street vs. Potsdam. 

Rebuilding of Fascist Germany. 

The Marshall Plan— 


the next is The Veto; the next The Atom Bomb; and the next The 
Fight for Peace; and so they have taken the Soviet Union’s stand 
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_ the question of Germany and the world. I would like to submit 
that. 

Mr. Connors. That will be accepted. 

(The document referred to is marked “Exhibit No. 10” and filed.) 

Mr. Marvusow. The next one is a Tenant Handbook. Your ques- 
tions answered on— 

(1) What can be done about renting freezes ? 

‘2) What are the rights of tenants? 

(3) How can they be enforced ? 

(4) How does a tenant group work? 

(5) How can rent reductions be secured ? 

Mr. Connors. Was it the attitude of the Communist Party that 
domestic unrest could be fomented in some small measure at least by 
efforts designed to make tenants dissatisfied with the rent they were 
paying and to make the tenants impatient with the demands made 

y landlords upon them ? 

Mr. Marvsow. I will say this without any qualification, that 95 per- 
cent of the people in New York City recruited into the Communist 
Party who were over the age of 25 were recruited on the basis of 
work among tenants in slum areas. 

Mr. Connors. That exhibit will be accepted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 11” and filed.) 

Mr. Matusow. All the outlines that we have just submitted to the 
committee were used in the youth work as well as other work, but 
they all had their definite relationship to the youth movement. I per- 
sonally saw these outlines being ad in Communist Party club meet- 
ings as the basis for discussion. 

{r. Connors. Mr. Matusow, after you have laid the foundation 
with the various pamphlets which you have introduced, I understand 
it is your purpose to talk of American Youth for Democracy, the 
Young Progressives of America, and the Labor Youth League; is that 
correct ? 

Mr. Matusow. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. Will you kindly continue then with your discussion, 
and finish up with the American Youth for Democracy ? 

Mr. Matusow. I would like to start out by briefly going over the 
history of the three organizations just mentioned. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Marvusow. The AYD, American Youth for Democracy, the 
YPA, or Young Progressives of America, and the LYL, or Labor 
Youth League, will be discussed, and I will show what their function 
and purpose was in the Communist Party. 

The AYD was set up in 1943 after the Young Communist League 
was disbanded. The same people, the officers of the AYD, such as 
Leon Wofsy, Lou Diskin, Joe Bucholt, Vince Pieri, Everett Thomas, 
Winifred Norman, Claudia Jones, and others whom I have identified 
as members of the Communist Party, were officers in the Young Com- 
munist League and immediately became officers or held correspond- 
ing positions in the American Youth for Democracy when it was 
set up. 

I ae in the American Youth for Democracy from October 1946 
until it was disbanded in about December 1948, and all of the AYD 
clubs, county and State and National organizations had officers of 
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whom I knew a great majority to be members of the Communist Pariy, 
and I had direct knowledge of the Communist Party’s direct control 
over that organization. The AYD did not serve the purposes of the 
Communist Party after the inception of the YPA in July of 1948 at 
the founding convention of the Progressive Party. 

They felt that the Young Progressives of America could form the 
broad basis for recruiting young people, and the activities in AYD 
almost ceased to function. However, they took steps to set up a new 
Marxist-Leninist Youth Organization on the same lines as the old 
Young Communist League. The groundwork for that was laid in 
the Communist Party fourteenth national convention in the summer 
of 1948, and the reports were published in the issue of Political Affairs, 
the Communist Party official slogan, in September 1948 in an article 
by Betty Gannett, stating that they would set up a Communist Party 
Youth Organization. 

Mr. Connors. Betty Gannett was a member of the executive com- 
mittee, the national executive committee of the Communist Party; 
was she not? 

Mr. Marrusow. She is one of the 16 Communists who have been in- 
dicted under the Smith Act in New York. She was not a national 
committee member, but on the national staff of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Connors. She was a national functionary in the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Matusow. That is right. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, during the time of World War IT, 
the Communist Party under Earl Browder shifted its position rad- 
ically. Is it correct to say that the AYD had that same shift in posi- 
tion with respect to the Communist Party’s Youth affiliate ? 

Mr. Marvsow. Correct. 

Mr. Connors. After World War II the Communist Party, ‘of 
course, found that Earl Browder was no longer suited for membership 
and replaced him. At the same time the party took a radical swing 
back to the position which it had held before World War IT. 

Now, does the founding of YPA and LYL correspond to that 
second switch in the Communist Party line? : 

Mr. Marvusow. Very definitely. I would like to describe the cir- 
cumstances for setting up of the Labor Youth League in 1948. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Matusow. A meeting was held over at the Communist Party 
national headquarters, 35 East Twelfth Street, in the Hank Forbes 
Auditorium on the third floor. The main speaker was Arnold John- 
son, who at that time was legislative director of the Communist Party 
in the United States, and in that speech he gave the keynote address 
to the functionaries of the New York Communist Party, showing why 
we are going to set up a new Marxist youth organization. We had 
laid the groundwork in 1948, and were waiting for the activities of the 
Wallace campaign to subside before we actually organized this new 
youth organization. 

On Memorial Day in 1949, in Chicago, the founding convention of 
the Labor Youth League was held, and the national organizer was 
Leon Wofsy who held positions in the Young Communist League and 


the AYD. 
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Others whom we have mentioned before were Joe Bucholt, Mel 
Williamson, Julian Lewit, Selma Weiss, Lou Diskin, Herbert Nalabow 
of Ohio. 

Others in the Labor Youth League were Everett Thomas, Carrie 
Perry, who worked for the New York County office of the Communist 
Party. Another was Roosevelt Ward, whom we have mentioned 
before. 

The organizer in the lower Harlem section or the Eighteenth Con 
eoeNner District was Joe Tarrentola, his wife Selma Tarrentola, 
who was New York State membership director of the Labor Youth 
League, Ernie Parent, who was New York County organizer of the 
Labor Youth League. He later became the Communist Party sec- 
tion organizer in the Eighteenth Congressional District. 

There also were Sidney Kramer, whom we have mentioned before. 
Harry Klein, Bronx County chairman of the Labor Youth League, 
and also a member of the Communist Party; Art Sahar, who was the 
first New York County educational director of the Labor Youth 
League, Sam Engler, New York State educational director of the 
Labor Youth League. 

All of these people, by the way, have attended Communist Party 
meetings with me, or I attended with them. 

There was Rosalin Campbell, of the Queens Labor Youth League; 
Robert Fogel, who was student organizer of the Labor Youth League; 
Fitz Squires, who was at one time student organizer of the Labor 
sare primal Enid Fogel, the wife of Robert F ogel, who held a 


osition on the New York State executive committee of the New York 
State Labor Youth League; Harry Gay, one of the New York County 


section organizers of the Labor Youth League; Monnie Callen, or- 
ganizer for the Lower Harlem Youth Club; Communist Party and 
Labor Youth League; her husband, Des Callen, one of the organizers 
for the student division, Communist Party : and Labor Youth League: 
Real Nesseroth, an organizer of the student division of the Communist 
Party and Labor Y outh Les ague, who was a member of the club at New 
York University; his wife, Vicky Nessercth. 

Mr. Connors. You are now enumerating the leaders of the newly 
formed Labor Youth League, is that correct ? 

Mr. Marvsow. Whom I know to be Communist Party members. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Matusow. I would like to introduce for an exhibit on the Labor 
Youth League a publication called League Action Bulletin. It was 
introduced before. It told about a meeting held at the Hotel Capitol 
in New York City on November 19, 1949. At that time I was State 
literature director of the Labor Youth League, and attended that 
meeting. They had set up a quota for 3,500 members in 6 weeks for 
the Labor Youth League, which was fulfilled in New York City. 

I would like to introduce it. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 12” and filed 
for the record.) 

Mr. Matusow. I might add here that in the 1948 New York County 
Communist Party convention the figures for Communist Party mem- 
bership in the student section in New York City, of the Communist 
Party was 900 actual Communist Party members on the campuses of 
New York schools. 
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Mr. Connors. Now, Mr. Matusow, we have had testimony to the 
effect that YPA in New York City was organized generally on a 
high-school basis; that is to say that the very high schools themselves 
were the nucleus and the locus, so to speak, for chapters or sections 
or clubs of the YPA. Is that your understanding of the situation? 

Mr. Marvsow. Yes; it had a three-pronged approach. One was the 
organization of teen-age clubs in high schools. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Marvusow. Another was an organization of community clubs, 
that included many high-school students. The third was the organi- 
zation of college and university clubs. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. Now, the AYD in its organizational structure 
generally was organized with respect to communities or neighbor- 
hoods, was it not ? 

Mr. Matusow. No, the same approach. By the way, there was a 
fourth, and that was industrial. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Marvsow. But that same organizational approach was used in 
the YCL, the AYD, the YPA, and now the Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Connors. So that the Labor Youth League is organized along 
the same general lines as the YPA? 

Mr. Matusow. That is right. 

Mr. Connors. Is the Labor Youth League organized in high 
schools ¢ 

Mr. Marusow. Yes; it is. 

Mr. Connors. Is there a great deal of overlapping of membership 
between the YPA and LYL? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes; there is, but the YPA figure listed in the 1948 
New York Communist Party Convention was that 5,000 young people 
belonged to the YPA in New York County. That did not include 
Brookly n, Queens, or the Bronx. 

Mr. Connors. What were the comparable figures for the LYL at 
that time ? 

Mr. Marusow. The figures listed in this bulletin state that in New 
York County—and this, by the way, was before the LYL was 6 
months’ old—900 new members was their quota, which would have 
brought them up to close to 1,500 or 1,600 members in New York 
County. 

Mr. Connors. To your best knowledge, what is the present mem- 
bership of LYL on a national scale ? 

Mr. Marvusow. Approximately 5,000, but I would have to do some 
further research to authenticate the present-day figure. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have similar information with respect to 
membership of YPA ? 

Mr. Marvusow. Well, according, as I say, to the party’s convention 
in 1948, New York County had 5,000 members, and I would say that 
the national organization of YPA influenced or had in membership 
at various times, almost 15,000 members. 

Mr. Connors. Would you have any idea of what its present mem- 
bership would be? 

Mr. Matusow. There again, I have not had contact with them. 
For instance, in Dayton, Ohio, in 1948, a YPA club was organized 
in high schools in Dayton. It had a membership of a few hundred. 
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That organization has disintegrated; that is, the activities have 
stopped in Dayton. That is the only Ohio city where they have 
ceased, but the people who were active in YPA in that period are 
still supporting the Communist Party line, as we have found out in 
Ohio. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Marvusow. I would like to cite the example of Antioch College, 
at Yellow Springs, Ohio, where at present 6 percent of the student 
body are actual card-carrying members of the YPA organization. 

Mr. Connors. At the present time? 

Mr. Marvsow. Six percent of the student body of 1,200. 

Mr. Connors. Yes? 

Mr. Marvusow. Conservative estimates of the influence of YPA on 
the rest of the student body, and that is on the basis of certain investi- 
gations that were conducted down there, were that almost 40 percent 
of the student body or about 500 students at that school, support all 
the activities and the line, as the YPA hands it down, and as the 
Communist Party on that campus hands it down through the YPA. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, have you knowledge of any Communist 
Party activities in Yellow Springs, Ohio? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes. Two weeks ago, Rev. Richard Morford, whom 
I have identified previously before the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, as a member of the Communist Party, and will do 
so now, spoke at Antioch College. 

Also in the Yellow Springs Community are a number of people 
who have known membership in the Communist Party, and they are 
still quite active. 


A pews who has been identified previously as a Communist Party 


member, Professor Stuirk, of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, who is now on trial in the State of Massachusetts, sent. his 
daughter, Gwen Stuirk, who has been previously identified as a YPA 
member, and I have information which leads me to believe she is also 
a member of the Communist Party and Labor Youth League, to 
Yellow Springs. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, is Richard Morford currently the 
executive director of the National Council on American-Soviet Friend- 
ship ? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes, he is. 

Mr. Connors. And that office is in New York City; is that correct? 

Mr. Matusow. Correct. 

Mr. Connors. Will you continue, please? 

Mr. Marvsow. I would like to introduce here a book called People’s 
Song Word Book put by People’s Songs, Inc., at the time, at 235 
East Eleventh Street, New York, with a foreword by Earl Robinson. 
Waldemar Hille, and Peter Seeger; and with a number of songs that 
were used on picket lines, that I know to have been used at the students’ 
strike at City College in 1948 and 1949 to help recruit and indoctrinate 
young people. 

I would like to submit this Song Word Book for the committee. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 13,” and filed 
for the record.) 
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Mr. Marusow. I would also like to bring in here a publication Chal- 
lenge, the predecessor to New Challenge that we have mentioned before. 
This is volume 1, No. 1. In it there is a photograph of a housing 
project in Puerto Rico, a photograph which I took when I was in 
Puerto Rico. 

Mr. Connors. That is a trip you made down there? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes; in 1949. I would like to submit that to the 
committee. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 14” and filed 
for the record.) 

Mr. Matusow. And I would like to submit the publication that 
Challenge was named for, and I was in on the meetings where they 
discussed the reason for naming the publication Challenge. 

The reasons were that the British Young Communist League publi- 
cation was called Challenge, and they should set up fraternal rela- 
tions with the British League, and the League’s publication would 
be called Challenge, because of the “historic and militant traditions.” 

Mr. Connors. Was Sidney Kramer at that meeting ? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes, he was. I would like to submit a copy of the 
British Young Communist publication Challenge. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 15” and filed 
for the record.) 

Mr. Matusow. I have here a document called Building the Labor 
Youth League, a guide for club membership directors, issued by the 
membership department, New York State Ceniainines Committee for 
a Labor Youth League, 799 Broadway. 

Mr. Connors. Now, was that a restricted document, so to speak? 
I mean to say, was it available only to those individuals who were 
active in organizing the Labor Youth League? 

Mr. Marvsow. That is correct. I would like to submit the docu- 
ment in its entirety. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 

(The document referred to was accepted and is as follows:) 
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Mr. Marvsow. I also have here a document called the Twilight of 
World Capitalism, by William Z. Foster, a study outline. 

I would like to read the front-page preface put out by the educa- 
tional department, New York State Organizing Committee for a 
Labor Youth League, of which I was a member at that time. 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Mr. Marvusow. I quote from the study outline, page 1: 


The key interest of importance to you and its recent publication the Twilight 
of World Capitalism, by William Z. Foster, outstanding Marxist teacher, veteran 
labor leader, and Communist Party chairman, is the source of strength for the 
American people in their efforts to secure peace, democracy, and security and 
put a halt to American imperialism’s drive toward war and fascism. 

The book details with scientific Marxist-Leninist precision the decline of the 
capitalist order and the emergence of socialism, which provides the fundamental 
answer to youth’s deepest aspirations for a full, useful, creative, and happy life. 

Offering a treasury of socialist exposition in economics, politics, and philoso- 
phy, Foster surveys American and world history, with particular emphasis on the 
highlights of the labor and Socialist movements. 

The Twilight of World Capitalism is a brilliant and exciting introduction to 
the Socialist thinking. It extends to the youth an unshakable confidence in the 
future. 

Its reading and study is recommended to all league members. Since the out- 
line of study (attached) already has been prepared by the Communist Party 
for its membership, permission for its use was secured. 


They state here that the Communist Party gave them this. 

I would like to enter into the record the dedication of the book 
the Twilight of World Capitalism, by William Z. Foster, and it states, 
and I quote: 

To my grandson, Joseph Manley Kolko, who will live in a Communist United 
States. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 16” and filed 
for the record.) 

Mr. Marvusow. I would like also to quote from paragraph 3, page 7, 
of this book: 


In our country we have had no less than three bourgeoise or capital revolutions, 
or more correctly stated, we have had a three-phase capitalist revolution. 

This great fact, our ruling class, in its desire to stifle all Socialist ambitions 
in the working class, would like to have us forget. 

They would have us believe that all need for revolution is now past, that 
indeed the American people no longer possess the right of revolution. 

The question of the Communist Party advocating revolution is 
stated very directly and forcibly in that paragraph. 

Mr. Connors. By William Z. Foster / 

Mr. Marvsow. Right; and in the Twilight of World Capitalism 
study outline which T would like to submit in evidence before the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Connors. That will be accepted. 

(The document referred to was accepted and is as follows:) 


THE TWILIGHT OF WORLD CAPITALISM 
sy William Z. Foster 
STUDY OUTLINE 
Of key interest and importance to youth is the recent publication of the 


Twilight of World Capitalism by William Z. Foster, outstanding Marxist teacher, 
veteran labor leader, and Communist Party chairman. 
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It is a source of strength for the American people in their efforts to secure 
peace, democracy and security, and put a halt to American imperialism’s drive 
toward war and fascism. 

The book details with scientific Marxist-Leninist precision the decline of the 
capitalist order and the emergence of socialism, which provides the fundamental 
answer to youth’s deepest aspirations for a full, useful, creative and happy life. 

Offering a treasury of socialist exposition in economics, politics and philosophy, 
Foster surveys American and world history, with particular emphasis on the 
highlights of the labor and socialist movement. 

The Twilight of World Capitalism is a brilliant and exciting introduction 
ee thinking. It extends to the youth an unshakable confidence in the 
uture. 

Its reading and study is recommended to all league members. Since an outline 
of study (attached) already had been prepared by the Communist Party for its 
membership, permission for its use was secured. 


EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, NEW YorK STATE. 
ORGANIZING COMM. FOR LABOR YOUTH LEAGUE. 


I. THE DEVELOPING ECONOMIC CRISIS. THE DECAY OF CAPITALISM AND THE GROWTH 
OF AMERICAN REACTION. THE PROGRAM OF THE PARTY TO COMBAT IT 


Reading 
Chapter I. The decay of world capitalism. 
Chapter III. American capitalism grows cannibalistic. 


Chapter IV. The growth of American reaction. 
Chapter VII. The decline of religion. 


Supplementary reading 


Imperialism, by Lenin, chapter VIII. 

Foundations of Leninism, chapter III. 
Questions 

1. From your own experiences, show what we mean by the decay of world capi- 
talism? Why does this decay take place? 

2. Is American capitalism an exception to this general decay of capitalism? 
Why do many people think it is? What does the growing crisis show in this 
connection ? 

3. What does Foster mean when he says that United States capitalism has 
become cannibalistic? What is the Communist program to check this cannibalism, 
as well as to end it permanently? 

4. What is the real purpose of Truman’s “bold new program” to “industrialize”’ 
backward areas? Why is this program doomed to failure? 

5. What does monopoly capitalism do to American democracy? Show how 
this relates to the trial of the 12. How will the American people win full 
democracy? 

6. Show the effects of decaying American capitalism on the conditions of the 
Negro people. What is the job of the Communists in the fight for full equality 
for the Negro people? 

7. In what ways have the people slowed down the Wall Street drive for war 
and fascism? What must the Communists do in this fight? 

8. Comrade Foster states that, “A profound development in recent decades 
has been the accelerated decline of religion.” Prove this. The Communists are 
the stanchest fighters for the unity of the people irrespective of religious belief. 
Communists are also the stanchest fighters for the right of people to their own 
religious belief as expressed in the democratic principle of the separation of 
church and state. Does this position conflict with Foster’s statement above? 


II. THE LABOR MOVEMENT IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. THE ROLE OF LABOR 
REFORMISM AND SOCIAL DEMOCRACY 
Reading 
Chapter V. American labor marches onward. 
Chapter VI. The degeneration of world social democracy. 
Supplementary reading 
American Trade-Unionism, Foster, pp. 289-375. 
Political Affairs, June 1949, Norman Ross’ article. 
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Questions 


1. What are the basic weaknesses of the American labor movement? What 
is its strength? Explain and illustrate them, 

2. Why is the Negro-liberation movement of such great importance to the 
trade-unions? What is the relationship now between the official labor centers 
and the Negro people? What is the job of the Communists? 

3. What does the phrase “labor lieutenants of the capitalist class’ mean? 
Explain it, with examples. 

4. What is social democracy, and who are some of the outstanding social demo- 
crats in the American labor movement? Do they include Murray and William 
Green? 

5. What factors caused the degeneration of social democracy and the growth 
and influence of Communist movement on a world scale? What factors make it 
possible for this shift in the relationship to be won in the United States? 

6. What do we mean by united front from below? How will it serve to isolate 
social democracy and strengthen the labor movement? 


ll. THE EXPANDING COMMUNIST MOVEMENT. THE VANGUARD ROLE OF THE PARTY. 
THE BUILDING OF THE PARTY 
Reading 
Chapter VIII. The expanding Communist movement, 
Supplementary reading 
History CPSU, chapter Conclusion. 
History CPSU, chapter II. 


Questions 


1. What are the four great sources of strength of the Communist Party dis- 
cussed by Comrade Foster, that enable it to exercise its vanguard role? 

2. In what way is the Communist Party strengthened by overcoming and ex- 
cluding from its ranks opportunist and adventurist elements? Prove that with 
Browder’s expulsion the party was able to fight the enemy of the people. 

3. What are the five major spheres in which the Communists are active in the 
defense of the people’s interests? Give concrete examples from your own ex- 
perience to prove that it is so. 

4. How is the struggle for the full equality of the Negro people an example 
of the way in which theory strengthens the Communist Party? 

5. Foster says that “there is a perfect harmony between the Communist Party’s 
tight for the people’s everyday demands and its fight for their ultimate goal of 
socialism.” Explain this and give concrete illustrations. 

6. Refute the capitalist allegation that the Communists are trying to achieve 
socialism by the forceful overthrow of the capitalist governments. 


IV. THE COMMUNIST FIGHT FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM. THE STRATEGY AND TACTICS OF 
THE PARTY 
Reading 
Chapter IX, the Communist fight for peace and freedom. 
Supplementary reading 
In Defense of the Communist Party. 


Questions 


1. What is fascism and what are its manifestations in America today? 
2. Give concrete examples of how the Communists have been consistently 
fighting fascism. 

3. What are the conditions in the world that brought about a change in the 
tactics of the Communists in the struggle for peace and democracy? 

4. Why is the people’s front tactic possible and necessary in the United States 
of America? 

5. Why are the Negro people a decisive force in the people’s coalition? What 
is the task of the Communists in uniting the Negro people and the working class 
and other sections of the people’s front? Illustrate from the 1949 election 
campaign in New York. 

6. What will be the relation between a people’s government in the United States 
of America and the transition to socialism? 

7. Why do Communists maintain that the working class must be the leader of 
the coalition and of a people’s government in America? 





232 COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


8. What is the position of the Communists in regard to force and violence 
in the transition to socialism? (See p. 128.) 


V. THE RISE OF WORLD SOCIALISM. THE PARTY’S PERSPECTIVES OF SOCIALISM IN THE 
THE UNITED STATES 
Reading 
Chapter II. The rise of world socialism. 
Chapter X. Socialism meets the test of life. 
Chapter XI. The advent of Socialist man. 
Supplementary reading 
History of CPSU, chapter X, XI, and XII. 


Questions 

1. When Foster speaks of the rise of world socialism, to what countries and 
peoples does he refer? Describe each of them. 

2. Why is socialism inevitable in the United States as well? 

3. What are the basic features of the Socialist system? 

4. The Labor Government in England ealls itself Socialist. Is it? 

5. Why is the Soviet Union the leader of the world camp of peace and democ- 
racy? Why can it not be imperialist and aggressive? 

6. What has socialism brought to the oppressed nations of Czarist Russia’? 
What would socialism in America mean to the Negro people? 

7. What is the difference between socialism and communism? How are they 
related? 

Ss. What is the difference between dictatorship of the bourgeoisie and dictator 
ship of the proletariat? Contrast them in terms of democracy. 

9. What will socialism mean to the growth, development, and freedom of the 
individual? 

10. On what issues did the Trotskyites challenge the policies of the Russian 
Communists? What has been the role of the Trotskyites since then? 

11. What great contribution has the Socialist Soviet Union made to man- 
kind? Why was the Soviet Union able to meet the “test of life’’? 

12. Why is it of extreme importance that the true nature and role of the Soviet 
Union is made known to Americans? 

Nore.—Upon the termination of the series of discussions in this course, the 
instructor or discussion leader should give a résumé of chapter XII, bringing out 
the life and contributions of Comrade Foster to the labor an@ Communist move- 
ments, 

Mr. Connors. We will recess until 2 o’clock. 

(Whereupon, at 12:01 p. m., the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 2 p.m. of the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 
TESTIMONY OF HARVEY M. MATUSOW—Resumed 


Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, have you some other documents or 
publications to introduce in support of your testimony with respect 
to the AYD and YPA and the LYL? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes, I do. 

Mr. Connors. Will you just continue at your own pace and de- 
velop that testimony ? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes, sir. 

In relation to the Labor Youth League and the Young Progressives 
of America, I tried to, and I think we established the fact, that to my 
own knowledge and of my own experiences in the three organizations 
mentioned they were under the direct control of the Communist Party 
of the United States and that the Labor Youth League is the youth 
arm of the Communist Party. 
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I would like at this point to show and bring out that the Labor 
Youth League, the Young Progressives of America, and the now 
defunct American Youth for Democracy were connected with the 
international Communist movement and the international movement 
of Young Communist Leagues throughout the world under the super- 
vision and direction of the World Federation of Democratic Youth. 

I have here a letter put out by the New York organizing committee 
for a Labor Youth League, 799 Broadway, New York 3, N. Y., dated 
October 12, 1949. It says “Memo to all club chairmen” and is signed 
“Yours for lasting peace, for the State office, Lou Diskin.” I would 
like to make one further comment about this letter, that the union 
label on it, the printer’s label, is 209, which is the same as is used by 
the Communist papers. 

This letter establishes an international tie-up between the Labor 
Youth League and the World Federation of Democratic Youth. I 
would like to read the letter into the record. 

Mr. Connors. Go right ahead. 

Mr. Matusow (reading) : 


Dear Club Chairman: The fight for lasting peace, that is, the fight for life, 
is the main and decisive issue of our times. Certainly it occupies a key place 
in the election campaign. In this all deciding battle, the world forces of peace, 
led by the Soviet Union, are hourly gaining in strength. It would be a great 
error, however, to think that all peace-loving forces throughout the world can, 
therefore, sit back and wait for the Anglo-American war makers “to give up.” 
This fight is not a static one. Relaxation in any way on our part strengthens 
the enemy. 

We wish, therefore, to propose several points which will assist cur youth in 
advancing this struggle in the immediate future. 

1. November 10 is World Youth Day. The State Office will distribute a special 
piece of material to the clubs on World Youth Day. This should assist the 
clubs in: 

(a) the holding of an education inside the organization and among the 
broad masses of youth on peace and the meaning of this day. 

(b) making plans around that date (November 10) and organizing large, 
festive, open meetings, inviting all the youth to attend. 

2. We are reproducing the Call of the Secretariat of the World Federation 
@f Democratic Youth on the occasion of this historic day. 

3. There will be available, shortly, for mass distribution, the Manifesto of the 
Second World Youth Congress. 

4. The World Youth and Student Festival and Second World Youth Congress, 
which was recently held in Budapest, Hungary, was the greatest mobilization 
of young people for peace in all history. The experiences and decisions of these 
events must be spread far and wide. Many special features, articles, pamphlets, 
are under way. Immediately, however, we urge the fullest support for the special 
rally that will be held on Friday night, November 11, at the Pythian Temple, 
Seventieth Street and Broadway, New York City, which will celebrate these events 
and also commemorate World Youth Day. Every member and friend should turn 
out to give full support to this rally. 

». There will soon be available, for distribution and sale in your clubs, the 
buttons of the WFDY. Price of the buttons is 25 cents. 

6. In the near future, there will be for limited sale, a pamphlet on the activities 
of the World Federation of Democratic Youth. 

7. Attached to this letter is a duplicate of the song of the WFDY which 
has been adopted by the democratic youth throughout the world as their inter- 
national hymn. We urge the popularization of this song at all meetings, affairs, 
parties, etc., inside our organization and beyond. 


Also attached to this letter is Call on International Day of the Demo- 
cratic Youth by the WFDY, signed by Enrico Boccara, general secre- 
tary, and the March of the Democratic Youth, the song referred to 
in the letter. 

88400—52—16 
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DeAR FRIENDS: We are on the eve of November 10, International Day of the 
Democratic Youth, during which it is a tradition to mobilize youth for peace, 
national independence of the peoples, democracy, and a better future. 

The second congress of the World Federation of Democratic Youth which 
has just taken place in Budapest approved the celebration of this day as a great 
traditional festivity for the youth united in the federation. 

Member organizations have demonstrated already during the International 
Day of Struggle for Peace of October 2 the determination of the youth throughout 
the world to fight against the warmongers. 

World Youth Day, November 10, will be a new occasion for our organizations 
to manifest the loyalty of youth for the cause of peace, to strengthen and widen 
still more the unity of youth in the fight against war. 

This problem of the unity of youth should be examined concretely by our 
organizations in the various countries who should appeal once more to the unity 
of action with only one condition around which the youth of the world can agree— 
to denounce the warmongers and to fight effectively for peace. 

To educate young people still hesitating about the right way which is to be 
followed to defend peace, to unmask the splitters of youth—false defenders 
of peace, from social democratic leaders to certain reactionary leaders of the 
Catholic youth—debates, conferences, large discussions should be organized 
among the youth. 

All activities for peace launched in the various countries must be intensified 
on the occasion of World Youth Day on November 10 which should culminate 
in powerful demonstrations of the youth of the world. 

We think one of the best forms of mobilization of the youth is the populariza- 
tion of the reports of the delegates who were in Budapest for the festival and 
congress, which have called on the young generation to fight against the prepa 
rations for a new war and to support the proposals made at UNO for peace. 

We invite, too, our member organizations to cooperate in the success of the 
International Students’ Week which will take place from November 10 to 17 
and which will culminate in International Students Day on November 17. 

These activities must contribute to mobilize large masses of students in the 
struggle for peace and it is therefore necessary that our organizations support 


actively the preparations for the demonstrations planned in the various 
countries. 
We look forward to receiving information concerning your plans for 
November 10. 
Best wishes, 


For THE SECRETARIAT. 


I would like to submit the letter and the two enclosures into 
evidence. “s 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(The document referred to, exhibit 17, was filed for the record.) 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, you mentioned 799 Broadway as the 
headquarters of the Labor Youth League? 

Mr. Matusow. That is right. 

Mr. Connors. Is that the national headquarters of the Labor Youth 
League ? 

Mr. Matusow. It was at that time the national headquarters of the 
Labor Youth League. 

I would also like at this point to refer to the two publications that 
were referred to in that letter, May Day for Peace and World Youth 

Today, published by the American Youth for a Free World, 
Bleeker Street, New York C ity, telephone, Algonquin 49822. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know any of the principal officers of the 
American Youth for a Free World? 

Mr. Marvusow. The officers of the American Youth for a Free World 
worked under the direction of Leon Wofsy and Lou Diskin of thie 
Labor Youth League. All the officers in it had to be approved by the 
Communist Party at their headquarters, 35 East Twelfth Street. 

I would also like to introduce in evidence the manifesto and resolu- 
tion of the Second Congress of the World Federation of Democratic 
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Youth, Budapest, Hungary, September 2-8, 1949, also mentioned in 
the letter which we have just read into the record. Here are two 
pieces of literature for evidence. 

Mr. Connors. They will be received. 

(The documents were marked “Exhibit 18” and filed for the record. ) 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, what connection was there between 
American Youth for a Free World and the Berlin Youth Festival 
of 1951? 

Mr. Marusow. The American Youth for a Free World was the or- 
ganization which handled all administrative aspects for the youth 
delegates who went to Berlin in 1951. They took care of the handling 
of the biographical material needed for obtaining visas to countries 
beyond the iron curtain. They also served that function in 1949 during 
the setting up of the World Youth Festival in Budapest, Hungary, 
and worked quite actively in 1947 on the Prague Youth Festival. 

Mr. Connors. Would you say that the prince ipal object of the Ameri- 
can Youth for a Free World was to facilitate passage for Communist 
Party members or Communist Party sympathizers to the festivals 
in Europe? 

Mr. Marvusow. That was one of the functions, and the other prime 
function in the interim years, when they do not have the World Youth 
Festival, is to serve as the courier agency between the Communist In- 
ternational and their youth representatives to the American Commu- 
nist Youth movement. ‘They are the courier agency. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, would you like to develop that further 
in the third phase of your testimony, the international aspect of youth 
Mr. Matusow, have you had an opportunity to read the sworn testi- 
mony of Herbert Romerstein before this committee ? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes; I have. 

Mr. Connors. Would you furnish the committee with a brief ap- 
praisal of that testimony ? 

Mr. Matusow. After having read the testimony I am sure that Mr. 
Romerstein did not hold back any information that he could have had 
and all the information that he gave to the committee was true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge, having been associated with m: ny 
of the people he spoke of, his description ‘of their _— and functions 
in the Communist Party was correct. He did, as I said, furnish the 
committee, I believe, with all the information he had at his disposal. 

Mr. Connors. You find no misstatements of fact in the testimony ? 

Mr. Marvusow. No major discrepancy. There might have been a 
few, quite probably a typographical error where something was wrong. 

Mr. Connors. Have you anything more to say with respect to the 
second phase of the outline we agreed to this morning? 

Mr. Marvusow. Yes; I would just like to add for the record a letter 
issued by the National Organizing Conference for a Labor Youth 
League, 799 Broadw: ay, New York City, dated October 14, 1949. The 
letter is entitled, well, it is a we release, pardon me, “For immediate 
release. Statement by the National Organizing Conference for a 
Labor Youth League on the frame-up against the 11 Communist 
Party leaders.” It is put out by the Organizing Conference and is 
their view on the indictment under the Smith Act of 11 Communist 
leaders. For the record. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 
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(The document referred to, exhibit 19, was filed for the record.) 

Mr. Connors. Now will you continue to develop your testimony 
with particular emphasis on the third point of the outline we agreed 
to this morning, namely, the international aspect of the Communist 
youth movement ? 

Mr. Marusow. I would like to lay the groundwork for the interna- 
tional aspects of the Communist youth movement from the book Tasks 
of Youth, by Joseph Stalin. On page 6, paragraph 3, I quote: 


Young Communist Leaguers carry on work among workers and peasants of 
most varied nationalities. The Young Communist League is itself a sort of 
international in its way. An important factor in this respect is not only the 
national composition of the league but also the fact that the Young Communist 
League is directly associated with the Russian Communist Party, which is one 
of the most important sections of the World Proletarian International. Inter 
nationalism is a fundamental idea permeating the activity of the Young Com- 
munist League. Therein lies its strength, therein lies its might. The spirit of 
internationalism must always hover over the Young Communist League. The 
success and failures in the struggle of the proletariat of your country must be 
associated in the minds of the young Communist leaders with the success and 
failure of the international revolutionary movement. The Young Communist 
Leaguers must learn to regard our revolution not as an end in itself but as a 
means and an aid toward the victory of the proletarian revolution in all coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Connors. Would you continue at your own pace, please ? 

Mr. Marvusow. I have here something I would like to introduce 

called The Generation That Will Build a Communist Soc iety, four 
articles on the youth of the U.S. S. R. issued by the New York Organiz 
ing Committee for a Labor Youth League. In this pamphlet there are 
four articles by four Soviet youth leaders, and this was distributed 
and discussed widely among Labor Youth Le: ague circles, 

I also have here the magazine, World Youth, published by the 
World Federation of Democratic Youth and distributed by the Labor 
Youth League in New York City. On page 25 of the magazine under 
the quote, “World Youth News,” there is a piece on the United 
States. 


The Young Citizens Political Action Committee announced that in connec 
tion with other groups it would present a youth platform to the State con- 
ventions of the three legal parties—Democratic, Republican, and American 
Labor—and would ask for its inclusion in the platform of each of these parties 
approval for voting rights for 18-year-old citizens, immediate establishment 
of a State university, immediate payment of a State bonus to ex-servicemen, 
increased State aid to ex-servicemen to supplement Federal on-the-job training 
programs, and withdrawal of tax-exempt privileges from public institutions 
that practice racial discrimination. 

Also listed here on page 23, under the same heading of “World 
youth news,” the chapter heading “National youth representatives 
meet,”’ I quote as follows: 


A meeting on September 15 was called to discuss a proposal made by the 21 
delegates returning from the world youth conference that there would be created 
in the United States a national coordinating council of officially appointed repre 
sentatives of young adult organizations (membership 18 to 30 years). Repre- 
sentatives of 25 national organizations attended. George Corwin, staff mem- 
ber of the National Council, YMCA, presided. The meeting was divided into 
three sessions: (1) A statement of procedure for establishing a national co- 
ordinating council presented by Muriel Jacobson (national board, YWCA, and 
delegate to World Youth Conference); (2) a statement concerning relations 
with the World Federation of Democratic Youth, by Elsa Graves, vice presi- 
dent of the World Federation of Democratic Youth; and (3) a statement con- 
cerning relations with local youth councils, by Betty McCandless (Los Angeles 





COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 237 


Youth Council and delegate to world youth conference). General discussion 
followed which indicated to the convention that such a council was needed. 
Afterward the representatives divided into five different work groups for dis- 
cussion of various aspects of the proposal. A summary of the final agreements 
of the representatives attending the meeting was as follows: 

1, That there should be a national council of young adult organizations with 
voluntary association having a budget and staff. 

2. That the purpose would be to develop a definitely democratic council which 
would serve participating organizations— 

(1) Asa clearinghouse concerning common interests. 

(2) Asa channel for action. 

(8) Asa means of doing research on common proble ms. 

(4) Asa point of reference for Government agencies. 

(5) Asa means of promoting democratic community activities. 

(6) As a channel for work with young adults in other countries through the 
World Federation of Democratic Youth. 

Other points included the composition of an interim committee, the calling of 
a national youth conference, setting up of a headquarters, and so forth. 

I would like to submit for the committee’s reference the magazine, 
World Youth. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 

(The document, exhibit 20, was filed for the record.) 

Mr. Marvusow. I would also like to make reference to the publication, 
World Youth Festival in Prague, published i in 1948, dealing with the 
world youth festival that was held in Pr ague, C zechoslovakia, i in 1947, 
noting in it photographs on pages 16, 49, and 70 as photographs of the 
American delegation. 

I would like to enter in the record the publication, World Youth 
Festival in Prague. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 

(The document, exhibit 21, was filed for the record.) 

Mr. Connors. That publication deals with the 1947 youth festival; 
is that correct ? 

Mr. Marusow. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, are you familiar with the visit made in 
1951 to Moscow by some 15 American youths under the auspices of the 
Soviet Anti-Fascist Youth Committee from September 15 to October 
6,1951 ? 

Mr. Marvusow. Yes; Iam. 

Mr. Connors. I lay before you a photostatic copy of a page of the 
publication called New Challenge and invite your attention to a pic- 
ture in the lower left-hand corner and ask you if you can identify any 
of the people in the picture. 

Mr. Marusow. Yes; I can. One is Hope Foye, whom I previously 
identified as being a member of the Communist Party; Sidney Kramer ; 
Charles White. 

Mr. Connors. Is Charles White known to you as a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes; he is. 

Then we have Doris Koppelman. Those are the people I do identify 
on the basis of that photograph. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know Frances White, the wife of Charles 
White? 

Mr. Matusow. Not personally. 

Mr. Connors. Has she ever been identified to you as a member of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Marusow. No. 
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Mr. Connors. Now this morning, Mr. Matusow, you mentioned that 
you have some information in connection with the passport procedure 
by one Irene Wheeler ? 

Mr. Matusow. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. Would you relate that, please ? 

Mr. Marvsow. In relation to that I would first like to list names of 
certain individuals who I knew to go to Europe in either 1947, 1949, 
or 1951 to attend world youth festivals, and these people, I might add, 
whom I will mention are members of the Communist Party. 

One, Irene Wheeler, Prague festival, 1947 ; Diez Callen and his wife. 
Monnie Callen, Prague festival, 1947; Ernie Lieberman, Prague fes- 
tival, 1947; Lou Diskin, Budapest festival, 1949; Eugene Cubues 
Arbona, Budapest, 1949. 

Mr. Connors. Could you identify Mr. Arbona? 

Mr. Marvusow. He is the chairman for the Communist Party youth 
movement in Puerto Rico. 

Roosevelt Ward, Budapest youth festival, 1949; Hope Foye, Berlin 
youth festival, 1951; J. Silver. 

Mr. Connors. Was Hope Foye known to you as a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Marvsow. I am sure she is. Sidney Kramer, of New York, 
Berlin youth festival, 1951. All these people attended these various 
conventions under the auspices of the American Youth for a Free 
World and the World Federation of Democratic Youth. 

The way that passport was obtained can best be described in the 
case of Eugene Cubues, upon whose case I worked directly while in 
Puerto Rico in 1949. 

Mr. Connors. He isthe young man whom you previously mentioned 
as head of the Communist Party youth movement in Puerto Rico? 

Mr. Matusow. Correct. When I went to Puerto Rico in May 1949, 
I was instructed by Lou Diskin, who also is one of the people just men- 
tioned, to obtain from a youth leader in Puerto Rico biographical ma 
terial needed for obtaining a visa to go to Hungary. During this 
period in 1949 the State Department would not and was not issuing 
passports to go to Hungary. 

The way in which the visa was obtained is as follows: Photographs 
and biographical material were obtained and given to me. However, 
passport was applied for at the same time. In the passport applica- 
tion the delegate was instructed to state, “I am going to France, Italy. 
or England or some western country as a tourist”—that was all—and 
get their passport. 

Now the visa material was turned over to the office of the American 
Youth for a Free World at 144 Bleeker Street in New York. The ma 
terial was sent to the country where the world youth festival was to 
be held; in this instance it was Budapest, Hungary. The material was 
sent there. 

Now, when the delegate arrived in France or Italy or the designated 
country in the passport application, he would visit the office of the 
World Federation of Democratic Youth or the national counterpart of 
that organization, ba it France or Italy, and there obtain the visa 
which was waiting for him at that office. He would then use that visa 
to go to the countries in eastern Europe. 

Once they arrived there, rather than having their passport stamped 
with the visa stamp of the country where they had not applied for 
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entry permit, a piece of paper was given to them with the proper 
stamps on it. The paper was c: arried with their passport wherever 
they went in the country, and as they left the country that paper was 
turned over to the border guard so that when they returned to the 
United States no material would be found in their passport showing 
that they had visited one of the countries in eastern Europe. 

Mr. Connors. Did Lou Diskin go through that same procedure in 
obtaining his passport ? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes; he did. All of the people that I have men- 
tioned did go through that procedure. That was the standard Com- 
munist Party policy on passport application. 

Mr. Connors. You mentioned this morning that you had some in- 
formation with respect to passport irregularities by Irene Wheeler, 
Roosevelt Ward, and Lou Diskin. Was that the ir regularity you were 
speaking of at that time / 

Mr. Marvsow. It was. 

Mr. Connors. Are there any further details in connection with 
those three individuals ? 

Mr. Marvsow. Other than that they all fit the category and they 
all did apply fraudulently for passport. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, did the Communist Party itself play 
any part in the selection of delegates to attend the world youth festi- 
vals in Prague, Budapest, or Berlin ? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes; the Communist Party had the final say. We 
might put it this way: If the Communist Party did not approve of a 
delegate, that person would not be permitted to attend the festival. 

Mr. Connors. Then was a list of names of prospective delegates sent 
to the Communist. Party from time to time, and did the Communist 
Party pass on that list? 

Mr. Marvusow. Yes; through the office of the World Federation of 
Democratic Youth. 

Mr. Connors. Do you happen to know who in the Communist Party 
was responsible for perusal of that list? 

Mr. Marvsow. It came into the National Youth Commission and 
was discussed by that commission and, of course, representatives of 
other parts of the party. We will set an example of somebody, a 
young Negro youth who was suggested as a delegate. 

Now the youth commission would approve it ‘but would take the 
Negro commission into advisement on that delegate and such as the 
case of the Puerto Rican delegate or other national groups. 

Mr. Connors. I see. Can you mention by name any of the Com- 
munist Party functionaries who had a hand in that procedure? 

Mr. Marvusow. Lou Diskin, Leon Wofsy, Marvin Shaw. 

Mr. Connors. What was Mr. Shaw’s function? 

Mr. Matusow. National student organizer of the Communist P: arty. 
— Bucholt. Many of the people who I previously mentioned : 

leaders in the Communist youth movement. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Matusow, there is no doubt in your mind, is there, 
that the Communist Party is in fact an international conspiracy ? 

Mr. Matusow. No doubt whatsoever. 

Mr. Connors. There is no doubt in your mind, is there, that the 
Communist Party of the United States takes orders from Moscow # 

Mr. Matusow. It does. 





240 COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


Mr. Connors. Have you any specific examples which might serve 
to illustrate that point ? 

Mr. Marusow. In the period of over 5 years that I spent in the 
Communist Party, I never once saw a deviation from the line por- 
trayed and disseminated by the Soviet Union or the Cominform. For 
instance, in the case of the expulsion of Marshal Tito from the Comin- 
form. The day before Tito was expelled, a speaker who had been 
in Yugoslavia in 1947 and 1948 was at the Jefferson School camp 
lauding Tito and praising Yugoslavia for building a Communist 
society. 

The very next day Marshal Tito was expelled, and it was published 
in the newspapers. Two days after that the same speaker before the 
same audience, the same surroundings, cursed Tito, cursed Yugo- 
slavia, and called him an enemy of the people. Yet he had not been 
back to Yugoslavia to see any change. 

Also my association with certain members of the Czechoslovak 
delegation to the United Nations, one Rudolph Hallick, George Stary, 
and Milan Groza. I had occasion—well, I had become very friendly 
with the above-mentioned people. I first met them when I was work 
ing at the Workers’ Bookshop in New York and for a period of about 
6 months acted as their unofficial literature agent here in purchasing 
material that they someday wanted to use against the party. 

On more than one oceasion they told me that, if the situation ever 

‘eally got rough and if I needed to get out of the country because of 
politic ‘al situation, I would always be welcome in Czechoslovakia and 
that we would have a very close tie. We discussed questions of Amer- 
ican policies, and there was no doubt in their mind that they were part 
of the Soviet Communist conspiracy and that we in the United States 
were part of that. 

Another example of how the party here is connected and tied physi- 
cally, morally, and politically with the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union is that when the Cominform was set up the statement issued by 
the national committee of the American Communist Party stated, “We 
cannot become affiliated with your organization because we would be 
breaking the law,” the fear of prosecution under one of the statutes. 
but only because of that law that exists did they not join the Comin- 
form, but they still had direct ties. 

Lou Diskin, whom we mentioned before, when he was in Budapest, 
Hungary, in 1949 told us and reported of a meeting with J. Peters, 
previously identified as a Soviet espionage agent in the United States. 
There are many, many other examples of the party’s ties with Russia 
He reported after a meeting with J. Peters on questions of organiza- 
tion and tactics to be used in the youth movement in the United States. 

Other examples of the tie are the distribution by the American Com- 
munist Party of publications of the ( ‘ominform, publications pub- 
lished by the Foreign Language Printing House or publishing house 
in Moscow, and publications of Joseph Stalin, Lenin, and other Soviet 
leaders. 

Mr. Connors. So that, when the Communist Party or the Commu- 
nist Party youth organizations speak of peace, they really mean peace 
on Soviet terms; is th: at correct ? 

Mr. Matusow. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. Have you any further information to furnish the sub- 
committee at this time? 
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Taste OF ConTenTs 


I, Marxist Concept of Youth and Youth Organization 
II. History of the Youth Movement in the U.5, 

III, The Modern Youth Movement 

IV, Present Status of Youth 

V. Tasks Facing the Youth 
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Mr. Matusow. I do not believe so. 

Mr. Connors. Very well. The committee wants to express its appre. 
ciation for your testimony, and you will be released from your subpena. 

(Whereupon, at 3:10 p. m., the above-entitled matter was closed.) 


Issued by National Youth Commission, Communist Party, 35 East Twefth 
Street, New York 3, N. Y. 


I. Marxist Concept oF YOUTH AND YOUTH ORGANIZATION 
A. YOUTH, A SPECIAL PROBLEM 


1. What is youth? 


(a) It is a special period in life as young people emerge from dependent 
childhood to self-sufficient adulthood. This period creates special problems 
such as preparation for jobs, preparation for marriage, finding a place in the 
social and economic life of the country, recreational, educational, and social 
problems. 

(0) There has always been, in the broadest sense, a “youth problem” in that 
children always grow from children into adults. But the nature and intensity 
of the problems varies with different times. The youth problem as we know 
it as a special problem, is the product of the capitalist system; as such it is not 
separate from the general problems of the working class, yet it is a special 
problem. 

(c) Youth is not a class, but a section of the total population. Class divisions 
exist among youth just as they exist among the population as a whole. The 
youth problem in certain of its aspects, cuts across class lines. 


2. How does capitalism intensify the youth problem? 


(a) Capitalism, with its need for “free labor” sets youth completely adrift. 
In all previous societies youth’s future was pretty much decided by the status 
of his parents. If his father was a serf, so he, too, would be a serf; if his father 

yas a journeyman, he too would become a journeyman. His participation in 
the esocial and political life of the community would in the main, be patterned 
completely after the life of his father. 

(b) Under capitalism, for the first time in man’s history, youth had to find 
his own way. While in the earliest days of capitalism, this offered certain 
opportunity for a limited few, even this small advantage was soon lost. And 
for the overwhelming majority, capitalism from the very first offered only newer 
and greater problems. Each new generation had to find its own way, under 
increasing limited opportunity; while each individual had to solve these prob- 
lems, this affects working class youth most sharply. It also affects youth of 
the middle strata, and farm youth. 


8. What are the special problems faced by youth? 


(a) Economie problems: 

(1) With the development of machinery, youth could be used as a source of 
cheap labor; this brought about the development of child labor. (Ref. Vol. I 
Capital, pp. 481-440; 528-531.) 

(2) Less need for skilled labor; deprive the majority of youth from learning 
a trade. 

(3) Youth in many cases doing the same work as adults receive lower pay; 
youth confined to lowest-paid, most unskilled industries. 

(4) Special exploitation of young women workers; confined to even more 
unskilled jobs at even lower pay. 

(b) Rural youth—each year maturing rural youth find no place on the land 
because agriculture is not and has not been expanding for many, Many Years 
They are thrown off the land, must come to the cities to compete for nonexisting 
jobs, even less prepared than city youth. 

(c) Negro youth—Negro youth face double problems. First, they are dis 
criminated against as Negroes in every phase of life. Then they face all of the 
problems that the youth as a whole face. This affects all minority youth to some 
degree. 

(d) Political rights—young people’s energy and idealism is unwanted and S0 
they are discouraged from participating in the political life of the nation and are 
prevented from participating by the the setting of 21 years as the voting age i! 
most capitalist countries. Because of this, very, very few young people are pur't 
of the government. 
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(e) Education—in the early days of capitalism there was a need for a basic 
education of youth to understand the more complex machinery, ete., that cap- 
italism introduced. Today with the further development of mass production, 
education becomes less necessary. So we have the entire attack and weakening 
of the primary and secondary educational system; the special problems in the 
south and rural communities. 40% of American young people do not go beyond 
the Sth grade. 

(f) Recreation—a prime need of youth is not in the main viewed as a respon- 
sibility of the Nation but one of the most highly commercialized aspects of our life. 
Inadequate proper recreational facilities is the result. 

(g) Marriage—this can be viewed as the final step of youth, and the assum 
ing of adult responsibilities. Because of the economic problems that youth face, 
the age of marriage is constantly going upward, As of 1940, only 30% of the 
youth under 24 were married. 


}. New problems brought about under imperialism 


(a) War—with the era of imperialism, the world is completely divided up and 
the struggle for redivision of the world among the capitalist countries takes 
place. Every new generation is faced with the prospect of war. And youth suffer 
most from the war because they are the soldiers, they lose their lives, they are 
completely disoriented from the normal development into adulthood. 

(b) Monopoly—with the economy dominated by monopolies, the even limited 
possibilities for youth in the economic sphere that existed in early capitalism 
disappear. 

(c) General crisis of capitalism—in this era capitalism is in a constant crisis; 
wars deepen the general crisis. This deepens and intensifies every problem of 
youth. 


5. Youth’s special problems need a@ special approach 


+ 

(a) The Communist Party is the vanguard of the entire working class, includ- 
ing the youth. The Party must recruit young people, especially young workers, 
in large numbers. Basically, the full solution of youth’s problems can only 
come by abolishing the system which creates these problems—capitalism. Youth, 
who are seeking an answer for the future, can see in the Communist Party 
the only real answer for the future. And the Communist Party needs the 
idealism, enthusiasm, and energy that is characteristic of youth. 

“Is it not natural that among us, as the party of the revolution, the youth 
should predominate? We are the party of the future and the future belongs to 
youth. We are the party of the innovators and the innovators always find 
willing followers among the youth. We are the party of self-sacrificing struggle 
against the rotten old system and the first to understand a self-sacrificing 
struggle will be the youth.” Frederick Engels. 

(bv) But because youth have special problems, the party must have special 
methods of work among the youth. Lenin was the first to enumerate the special 
approach to work emong thé youth. 

(1) Special forms of organization to carry on the fight for the special needs of 
youth, 

(2) Special approaches to bring youth to a realization of socialism based 
on youth’s own experiences, “Frequently the middle-aged and aged do not know 
how to approach the youth in the proper way; for, necessarily, the youth must 
come to socialism in a different way, by other paths, in other forms, under other 
circumstances than their fathers. Incidentally, this is why we must be decidedly 
in favor of the organizational independence of the Youth League, not only because 
the opportunists fear this independence, but because of the very nature of the 
case; for unless they have complete independence the youth will be unable either 
to train good socialists from their midst or prepare themselves to lead socialism 
forward.” Lenin, The Young Generation, p. 23. 

(3) Necessity for the independence of the advanced organizations of the youth 
in order to help youth learn and be trained in leadership based on their own 
experiences. 

(4) The key importance of education in youth organizations; education based 
on study and activity. 

(5) Lenin singled out three questions that especially should be key in 
the education of youth as it applied to the special problems of youth— 

(a) Internationalism—‘“Internationalism is the basis idea which runs through 
the work of the Young Communist League. Therein lies its strength. Therein 
is its might.” Especially this meant the fight against national chauvinism. 
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(b) Winning the youth for proletarian unity. The bourgeoisie fight to win 
the youth away from unity with the working class as a whole, attempt to pit 
the young workers against the working class. The need is to fight for the unity 
of the youth with the working class as a whole. 

(c) The fight against militarism: the bourgeois fight to regiment and mili- 
tarize the youth to carry on their imperialist wars and to win the support of the 
youth for their imperialist aims. The fight against militarism for the youth 
is a key struggle in the fight against imperialist war. 

6. Socialism—the answer to youth’s problems 

(a) Socialism is a planned economy. The very nature of its planned economy 
takes into consideration the special needs of youth and includes the solution o! 
youth’s problem in the organization of society. 

(0) The Soviet Union, the living example of Socialism, guarantees every citizen 
the right to work, to rest, to an education. This solves the basic problems which 
youth have had under capitalism. : 

(c) Because the Soviet Union needs the spirit of youth, and is the most com- 
plete democracy, youth vote at the age of 18, and hundreds of young people are 
elected officials of the Soviet Union. 
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II. History oF THE YOUTH MOVEMENT IN U. S. 
INTRODUCTION 


In every society youth have represented the section of society that looked to 
change, was most radical in its opinions to move because it is a section of the 
population, had least to lose by change. Also characteristic of youth is a search- 
ing for new answers to problems that society as a whole faces. Because of these 
qualities all revolutionary movements have had tremendous support from youth 
and sought to win youth to its struggle. For this reason as well, the ruling class 
of each period recognized the importance of concentrating on each new genera 
tion to inculate among the youth the old ideology of the ruling class to perpetuate 
itself in power. They know that youth is the future. In studying the brief out 
lines of the History of Youth activities and youth movements in our country, the 
key thing is to show the historical development and trends in this struggle be 
tween the old and new for control over the minds and activities of the youth. 


A. EARLY AMERICAN—TO POST-CIVIL WAR 


1. Colonial and Revolutionary period 


(a) Colonial America started anew, without the heritage of the old feuda! 
system. It represented the developing forces of mercantile capitalism and manu 
facture. In the days before the war of 1812, however, the dominant economy 
was agrarian. 

(6) As a result of these two factors, in the very early period of the colonies 
there were no major youth problems. The colonies offered certain opportunities 
for young people either in agriculture or growing trade, even the large numbers 
of them came to the colonies as indentured slaves. Because of the comparative 
economic security young people married at an early age and at a very young age 
took their place in the community life and took on adult political, social, and 
economic responsibilities. 

(c) Negro youth—Slavery began in the 1660's and from then on the Negro 
young people did not have the same opportunities that existed for all other 
young people. 

(d) These facts coupled with the energy and idealism of youth, made youth a 
driving force within all of the people’s organizations in the fight for American 
independence. The interests of youth were intimately tied to the national interest 
of the colonies; the needs and desires of youth could only be satisfied within the 
framework of the fight of all the peoples for independence. The youth were 
united in their support, in the majority, with the forward thinking and revolu- 
tionary figures of the day. There was no need for special forms. 

Conclusion.—Great democratic advances were made which resulted in greater 
freedom and opportunity. The victory over England led to opening up of western 
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lands. Freeing the growing economy of the colonies from the stranglehold of 
England laid the basis for the rise of capitalism. 
2. Growth of the Nation (After Revolution to 1840) 

(a) The setting up of a central government and the victory of 1812 gave the 
necessary impetus for the development of manufacture. With the development 
of the factory system children and young women were drawn into the factories 
and away from their homes, This led to the first serious problem faced by young 
people. Girls worked for $1.50 a week, children under 12, 50¢ per week. Hours 
were from sun-up to sun-down. The factory system led to the development of 
cities. 

For example: 1790, *% of population lived in cities 8,000 or over 6 cities; 1830, 
over 7% lived in cities 8,000 or over 50 cities. 

The development of manufacture with its tremendous need for workers, its 
breakdown of production into many unskilled sections, its search for cheaper 
labor power, its pauperization and distintegration of the family brings youth 
into the productive process. This is the soil out of which grew the intensified 
problems of youth. 

(b) Status of education. 

(1) Majority and most efficient schools were private; (some statistics) only 
for the sons of the wealthy. Public schools, supported by private funds, were 
inefficient and inadequate. The first woman's colleges were opened. 

(2) The early beginnings of the trade-union movement in this period began 
ts emphasis on the need for free-public education. They felt that education for 
their children was the only guarantee for their being able to take their just place 
in the democratic life that was developing and the only guarantee for the main- 
tenance of democracy. 

(c) Social and recreational. 

Taking young people away from their homes, into cities and providing no 
recreation led to “moral decline.” Young people were the victims of long hours, 
indescribable exploitation, cheap rooming houses. This led to gambling, drinking 
among the young people. 

(d@) Trade-Union Organization. 

(1) The tremendous exploitation of the entire working class led to limited 
trade-union organization. These unions were loosely organized, conducted 
strikes and struggles, primarily around the 10-hour day. Youth flocked into the 
unions. Some of the very earliest strikes, especially in textile, were undertaken 
on the part of children and young women. 

(2) For the voung people, unions became a center for education, friendship, 
and organization. 

(3) While this early period of unionization died down in 1835-1837, it had a 
tremendous effect on the country. Many demands that the unions had raised 
were enacted into law. 

1. Imprisonment for debt abolished. 

2. Reforms on the land and credit system. 

3. Property qualifications had disappeared. 

4. The common school was established in every state. 

Conclusion.—aAs a result of the new problems facing youth, and the fact that 
youth swept into the trade unions in such large numbers, concerned the bour- 
geoisie. Through the churches, especially, special youth forms were devel- 
oped to win the youth away from “‘wickedness.”” Many middle class reformists, 
seriously concerned about the social and economic problems of youth, began to 
look around for ways to solve these problems by helping to alleviate the most 
flagrant problems. It was during this period that the YWCA and YMCA were 
organized. In this period we can see the roots for the development of the 
working class youth organizations and the beginning of the bourgeoisie to 
consciously fight for the youth. 

3. Pre Civil War and Civil War 

(a) The North-eastern capitalist economy moved forward by leaps and bounds. 
The development of all forms of transportation, railroads, steamboats, water- 
ways was spurred on by the development of the home market as a result of 
westward agrarian expansion, as well as export, primarily of agriculture 
produce from the west and south. 

(b) The very nature of the Southern slave economy needed to expand west- 
ward, for new lands. 

(c) Both systems were fighting to control the Federal government. When the 
government passed over to the hands of the Republican Party, the party of the 
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North-Eastern capitalists, in alliance with the farmers of the west and the 
workers of the North—the Southern plantation owners revolted and seceded. 

Conclusion.—The defeat of the Southern Slave system paved the way for the 
dominance of the capitalist system, which soon, freed from all fetters developed 
into Imperialism. Certain avenues that had existed for the solution of some 
of the major problems of youth are now completely blocked. New and more 
intense problems arise. 


B. ERA OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISM 
1. 1880-1914 

(a) The rise of imperialism brings about more intense exploitation of the 
working class as a whole. Imperialism brings in its wake new wars of greater 
proportion than ever known by man. Under imperialism the cyclical crisis 
became more sharp and deep-going. All of this affects the youth as part of the 
the entire working population, but in addition, youth faces its own special 
oppression. 

(bv) As a result of these new and more intense problems faced by youth, and 
youth’s resistance, this period brought about the blossoming of youth organiza- 
tion. Three main forces entered the field. 

(1) Reformists, social workers, ministers, etc., who, while they did not see 
the basic roots of exploitation, were deeply concerned with the social aspects of 
the youth problem and had already been instrumental in organizing services to 
alleviate these problems ; these took the form of primarily solving the social and 
recreational needs of youth or the housing problems of new young workers, new 
from the farm to large cities. They also sought to inclucate in youth “spiritual 
values” as opposed to the materialist world young people were confronting. They 
were concerned about increase of crime and juvenile delinquency. These forms 
in no way attempted to solve or to even question the basic cause of youth’s prob- 
lems. From these activities come such organizations as YWCA, YMCA, Settle 
ment Houses, Denomination church groups of all kinds, etc. Some of them, 
especially the YWCA did fight some of the severest abuses of capitalism, such 
as child labor, for equal pay for equal work for women. These groups at first 
were not dominated by the bourgeoisie, did in effect help inculcate capitalist 
ideology among the youth by their very reformist character. These organizations 
were aimed in the main at working class youth. With the development of imper- 
ialism the bourgeoisie began more openly to dominate and attempt to win these 
organizations. 

(2) The bourgeoisie themselves, who wanted to capture the youth, not only 
for bourgeois ideology, but to win them for their imperialist ambitions, for mili 
tarism, began to organize the youth. They also saw youth attracted to the 
militant working class movements. These were the reasons for the organization 
of the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Boy Rangers, etc. 

(3) The influence of working class ideology among the youth developed along 
several directions: 

(a) The Trade Unions.—Youth were not in the main organized into unions 
The dominant union was the AFL organized along craft lines. The overwhelming 
number of youth were unskilled, and therefore not eligible. The IWW which 
organized on an industrial basis and among unskilled workers, was in many areas 
predominantly a young people’s organization. 

(b) Socialist organization.—1905. The Intercollegiate Socialist Society was 
organized. Jack London was a leader and organizer of the ISS. 1912, Young 
People’s Socialist League was organized, affiliated to the Socialist Youth Inter- 
national. The center of its program was the organization of working class youth 
against militarism and war. In the main, however, the Socialists opposed the 
organization of youth because of their militancy and, in many cases, more ad- 
vanced position. Their fear of youth also led them to completely dominate the 
YPSL. In those early days it was Lenin, together with Karl Liebknecht and Rosa 
Luxembourg, on a world scale, who fought for the organization of youth. In the 
U. S.; the YPSL recognized World War I as an imperialist war and generally 
identified itself with that section of the Socialist movement in the U. S. that initi- 
ated the Communist movement after the Russian Revolution. 

(c) Other independent organizations of youth.-—-Among certain sections of the 
immigrant working class youth, organizations of national groups developed 
While in most cases they had working class ideology, they played little or no rol: 
in American political life. 

Conclusion.—Compared to Europe, the working class youth movement deve! 
oped late in the U. S. The general favorable conditions for the development of 
capitalism in the U. S. tended to impede the development of a working-class 
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movement. This, together with the organization led by bourgeois and bourgeois 
reformists, made for the dominance of bourgeois ideology among American youth, 
even among working-class youth. 


2. World War I—-1914 to 1918 


In order to support the imperialist aims of the U. S., a jingoistic hysteria was 
whipped up in the U. 8. Youth were filled full of the demagogie slogan “Save 
the World for Democracy.” As always during war, the most glaring economic 
problems tend to disappear, replaced by the task, for the youth, of serving in the 
army. This was accomplished by the most hysterical, war-mongering with the 
object of winning the complete support of the youth and adults for the imperial- 
ist’s objectives. All of the youth organizations were brought into active support 
of America’s imperialist aims. 

The only voices raised in objection were voices of some Socialists. Eugene 
Debs was sent to jail. The majority of the YPSL fought against the war, but it 
had no real decisive influence upon large numbers of youth. 


3. Post-War I—1918—1929 


(a) Domestic scene.—America emerged unscathed from the war! American 
industry made tremendous profits and monopolies were established more firmly 
than ever, their stranglehold on the economy. In their drive for complete control 
of every phase of life, they instituted a real drive against labor and the left and 
democratic forces. After the brief crisis of 1920-21, during which time there 
were 5,000,000 unemployed, American economy gave every appearance of a 
tremendous boom, However, while all sorts of illusions were being sown about 
the prosperity of the American people, there were during all these years a mini- 
mum of 2,000,000 unemployed, a perpetual crisis in agriculture, and more than 
0% of the people had sub-standard living conditions. 

(b) Labor movement.—The illusions of permanent prosperity among the 
workers Was assisted and fostered by the leadership of the A. F. of L. They had 
organized between 2-3,000,000 workers, in their overwhelming number, very 
skilled workers; they carried on no fight to improve the living standards of even 
their own members, and had a thorough and complete policy of class collaboration. 
As a result, the A. F. of L. was losing influence and membership. Practically no 
youth were organized into the A. F. of L. because the bulk of youth were working 
in mass production industries at unskilled work. The Communists, fighting to 
organize workers, first with the 'TUEL and then in the TUUL, were the only force 
keeping alive the spirit of class struggle and pointing out that prosperity under 
capitalism, even limited as it was, could not last forever. 

(c) Youth—aAs a result of great rationalization of industry, more and more 
young people were employed in the basic industries of the country. In 1928 it 
was estimated that of the total working population, 11,000,000 or one-fourth were 
young people. It was also true that the wages of young workers were below 
the average of adult workers. Asa result of restriction of immigration after the 
war, youth became the main source for unskilled and underpaid workers. Ideo- 
logically, youth had the same illusions as the entire American people. This was 
known as the “Jazz Age,” which reflected these ideological influences. The 
majority of working youth, not in unions, were in the bourgeois-led youth organ- 
izations. 

(d) Youth Organizations—(1) Bourgeois led—grew tremendously during this 
period—especially among middle class and younger working class youth (14-16). 
More deliberate concern for winning the youth, led the bourgeoisie to spend more 
money for youth organizations, and also during this period the concept of “pro- 
fessional” youth workers developed. It was through the schools and these 
types of organizations that the ruling class hoped to perpetuate its ideology 
unong the youth. 

(2) Independent social and sports clubs—great numbers of social and sports 
clubs, small and independent, grew during this period. These were especially 
organized among older working youth who did not accept the atmosphere de 
veloping in the large national organizations. Some of these clubs were asso- 
clated with or used facilities of schools or community youth centers. 

(8) Young Communist League was organized in the U. S. in April 1922. Be- 
cause of the terror directed against the Communist movement, the YCL was 
organized as the Young Workers League. This made it possible for it to func- 
tion more legally. The YCL was affiliated to the Young Communist Interna- 
tional, The majority of the YPSL formed the basis of its membership when the 
YWL was first organized. During these years, the YWL was small in numbers, 
and at the very first. the majority were immigrant youth, though by 1928 this 
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latter fact was completely changed. The YWL was in overwhelming majority an 
organization of working class youth. The YWL had two major weaknesses: 
First—just as was true of the Party, it was torn by internal factional struggle 
for the correct mastery and application of Marxism-Leninism to America. These 
struggles, while they sharpened the political understanding of the YWL, turned 
the membership inward and was one of the reasons for sectarianism. Second— 
the YWL inherited from the YPSL, who correctly had fought against the adult 
domination of the Socialist Party, the approach of “Vanguardism”. That is, they 
did not understand that the Party was the vanguard of the entire working class, 
including the youth and that they, the YWL, did not have the responsibility of 
formulating general, over-all political policy. 

In spite of these very, very serious weaknesses, the YWL did have the limited 
contact with, and orientation to the working class youth and conducted many 
militant struggles with them. They participated in certain strike struggles and 
brought to limited sections of these youth the message of organization and class 
struggle. The YWL was also very active in the struggle against the militarizing 
of American youth in CMTC, ROTC, ete. Also, in the fight for a correct policy 
the whole appreciation of Marxism-Leninism as a real science was brought to the 
American youth movement for the first time. In 1929 the name was changed 
to YCL. All of this helped ready the YCL for the tremendous struggles and 
responsibilities of the 30's. 
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Ill. THe Mopern YoutH MoOvEMENT 


A. 1929-1939 
1. The crisis 

1929 saw the end of the illusions of the working class of “prosperity forever.” 
The crisis, starting with the stock-market crash of the fall of 1929 created the 
greatest hardships for all of the people, workers, farmers, middle class, caused by 
the widespread unemployment that grew to 15,000,000. Most hard hit were the 
young people—with the least skill, and the last hired they were the first to be 
fired; 5,000,000 of the 15,000,000, 4 of the population, 4% of the unemployed. 
14 million homeless youth wandered the country; children were taken out of 
school because of lack of clothing; marriages delayed because young people could 
not afford to set up homes of their own; even more hard pressed were the Negro 
youth, discriminated against as youth and as Negroes. 

The people fought back and fought hard. Millions were involved in the organ- 
izations of the unemployed fighting for relief; through the unions the workers 
fought militantly against wage cuts and lengthened hours and depressed con- 
ditions. The demand for social security became the demand of millions. Youth 
were organized in tremendous numbers in the unemployed movements, in the 
organization of the homeless youth. These tremendous movements, in which a 
number of militant leaders gave their lives, gained more adequate relief and laid 
the basis for the organization of the unorganized industrial workers into what 
finally became the CIO. 


2. Fascism 

In 1932 Roosevelt was elected to the Presidency in the U. S. and Hitler came 
to power in Germany. It soon became clear to the advanced young people, at 
least, that fascism represented a threat to the entire world and that the fascist 
axis menaced peace throughout the world. On the other hand, Roosevelt repre- 
sented bourgeois democracy and it was possible for the people to win major 
reforms as a result of the struggle of the working class and other sections of the 
people. Around Roosevelt and struggles for progress and security were grouped 
the majority of the people, workers, middle class, Negro people, youth, ete. The 
need to struggle against fascism was brought home even more sharply with the 
invasion by Italy, Japan, and Germany of Ethiopia, Manchuria, Spain. ‘The 
fight for collective security to stop aggression was the central demand of all 
those who fought for peace against fascism. But young people not only saw 
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fascism as a threat from abroad, but began to see more clearly the threat of 
reaction internally. They recognized that fascist-reactionary forces at home, at- 
tempting to win the youth with all kinds of demageogie promises were not an 
answer to the needs of the youth. They saw in Roosevelt a fighter who did resist 
the advances of the most reactionary, fascist-minded imperialists, and as a result 
supported him and his program. Youth overwhelmingly rejected the fascist 
answer to youth’s problems, because as a result of youth’s activity, the Roosevelt 
administration recognized youth’s problems and took certain steps to solve, even 
though in a limited way, the special needs of youth. As a result of the organ- 
ization of youth, fighting for their needs, and identified with the coalition sup- 
porting Roosevelt, reaction did not achieve any mass following among the youth. 


’ 


8. Effect on Youth of Crisis and Fascism 


These two problems—economie chaos at home and the threat of war and 
fascism—had a tremendous effect upon the youth, It brushed away a great Many 
illusions of the youth about the nature of capitalism—youth were disillusioned 
and were looking for an answer to their problems; many youth began to move 
left in their political thinking. Also, young people, traditionally militant, be- 
came much more so under these desperate conditions. They were eager to 
organize and fight for their needs; they were looking for leadership. 

Tremendous changes were taking place among the youth in the bourgeois-led 
organizations. They felt the need to organize to fight for their needs. The adult 
lea erships tried to stop these trends within their organizations, but the needs 
of the youth were a powerful drive, and on many occasions youth went into 
action on the problems confronting them, in spite of the opposition of their adult 
leadership. 

Asa result of the organization of the unorganized in the mass-production indus- 
tries, for the first time in the U. S. the great open-shop citadels of monopoly were 
cracked—General Motors, U. S. Steel, Goodyear Rubber, etc. So, for the first 
time, those youth that were employed were in the unions. The majority of 
working youth were now un organized section of the working Class. 


). The Young Communist League 


Having overcome most of its serious internal problems, the YCL was in the 
midst of the young people, organizing, fighting, and winning. In the early days 
of the crisis the YCL was instrumental in helping to organize the unemployed 
youth and the homeless youth; it undertook to organize in certain industries an | 
shops where there were large numbers of youth and where the workers were 
unorganized ; it fostered a labor sports program which helped lay the basis for 
bringing youth into the labor movement later by the CLO, especiaily in auto and 
steel It was outstanding among all youth organizations in the fight for Negro- 
white unity. During this period a number of outstanding YCL leaders jost their 
lives in the fight to improve the conditions of the young people—outstanding 
among them being Joe York, shot leader of the Detroit hunger marchers against 
Ford; Harry Sims, killed in Harlan County, Ky., while helping to organize the 
miners; anda number of others. 

With the development of the struggle it became clear that the YCL had a two- 
fold job: (1) to help. unify the entire young generation in the struggle against 
fascism and war and to improve their ecoiomic conditions; (2) to train and 
educate increasingly large numbers of young people in the spirit of Marxism- 
Leninism, in the spirit of socialism. In order to accomplish these two major 
objectives, the YCL and the YCL’ers had to be among the youth, giving direction 
and leadership to the youth. Also, the YCL had to take many steps to broaden 
ts own organization, to make it truly a youth organization, concerned with the 
problems of youth; to improve its educational work; to develop a full rounde 1 
program of sports, cultural, and social activity. 

During this period the YCL grew to 20,000 members; it helped to stimulate 
unity of the young people on a community as well as state and national level. 
ltmadea major contribution to the successful fight that kept the American youth 
in the democratic camp. 


o Youth Unity 


(a) The American Youth Congress.—The outstanding struggles of youth in the 
latter °30’s were those organized by the American Youth Congress. AYC, organ- 
ized in 1984 became the center of activity for the majority of the organized 
young people; in 1939 it was the cooperating center of 64 national organizations, 
With a total membership of over 24% million. In addition, over 1,000 local and 
regional organizations were affiliated to the Congress. The Congress was able 
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to grow and flourish because it embodied in its program and activities the needs 
and aspirations of American Youth. On the economic needs of youth the AYC 
fought for the American Youth Act which would improve the conditions of the 
unemployed youth and the high school and college students. In addition, the 
AYC carried on extensive activity of all kinds against war and fiscism. This 
powerful front of the young generation was made possible, in spite of the opposi- 
tion of the adult leaders of many of the participating organizations, because the 
AYC was fighting for those things closest to the hearts of the young people and 
because of the work that was done with the membership down below thru 
local unity actions that won the membership of the participating organizations 
for the program and activity of the Youth Congress. In addition to the nationa 
center, the AYC helped to build local and state youth councils that unified the 
youth in the struggle for local needs, such as State Youth Acts, recreational 
facilities, health protection, increased educational facilities, ete. These local 
councils made possible the carrying out into activity of the program of the AYC. 
The Annual Pilgrimages of the AYC where program was decided were mass events 
with hundreds of young people, from local organizations as well as national, 
participating. 

The Young Communist League participated in the American Youth Congress 
from its very inception. It made outstanding contributions to the work of the 
AYC, helping to shape its program, helping to build the AYC on every level, 
bring to the youth its understanding of the meaning of fascism, the necessity of 
militant action, and the need for the participation of the Communists in the 
democratic anti-fascist struggle. 

Ona number of ideological questions the YCL made key contributions to this 
united youth movement. It brought to all of the youth its understanding of the 
need for Negro-white unity. This resulted in bringing into the activity and life 
of the AYC large numbers of Nevro youth and the AYC fought on all issues of 
discrimination. Also, it was the YCL that was able to bring clarity to the youth 
on the need for its alliance with labor; and it was the YCL that was key in 
raising the understanding of all of the youth to the need for international co 
operation and friendship with the youth of all lands. The participation of a 
more advanced organization, like the YCL, made possible the clarity of th 
AYC on these key questions. 

The labor movement, especially the New CIO unions, played an important role 
in the AYC. It was made clear that labor is the best friend of the youth and that 
it was harmful to the youth to be separated from the working class; it also helped 
bring to the labor movement the need for fighting for the special needs of th: 
youth. 

(b) The American Student Union.—One of the most significant events of this 
period was the building of the ASU. The ASU was organized in 1935 as a result 
of the unity of the Student League for Industrial Democracy (under Socialist 
leadership) and the National Student League (under Communist leadership), 
but it actually brought together into one organization far greater numbers of 
students than the combined membership of the two. This unity and the resulting 
strength of the ASU was possible because of the tremendous amount of activity 
of the NSL from 1931 to 1935, The NSL fought and led student activities around 
certain economic needs of the students, for academic freedom, and against wa! 
and fascism. The center of all their activity was the fight for the unity on eac! 
campus of student organizations. In spite of the national leadership of thes« 
organizations, the NSL was successful in developing the broadest forms of unit) 
and moving the majority of students. in many cases, into militant activity. I! 
was this activity and unified actions below that laid the basis for organic unit) 
of the NSL and SLID and bring into the new organization, the ASU, hundreds 
and thousands who had been members of neither. 

After the ASU was organized it continued to fight for the unity of the students 
on every campus and nationally. It was instrumental in organizing the United 
Student Peace Committees which sponsored the well-remembered mass student 
peace strikes each year. 

The ASU renresented a very important section of the American Youth Congress 

(c) The SNYC.—Dnhuring this period the Southern Negro Youth Congress was 
organized in order to give greater opportunity for organization and united activity 
to the Negro Youth in the South. 

Conclusion.—The Youth movement of this period, although many errors were 
made, was outstanding. Its successes were due to the fact that it was hased o! 
a program that reflected the needs of the youth and that fought for the needs 
of the youth. Its policy of unity on a national scale was implemented by unit) 
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down below, by the success in reaching the membership of national organizations 
for activity and participation in the campaigns. It was during this period that 
there was truly a youth movement in the United States, a youth movement led 
by the youth and devoted to the interests of the youth; a youth movement in 
which the youth were mobilized for the democratic camp and learned the lesson 
of the need for unified action and struggle to improve their conditions. 


B. 1939-1945 


1. Affect of the war on youth 

The participation in the war brought about great changes. Millions of young 
men and thousands of young women entered military service with their objective 
the military defeat of fascism. For the first time in many years, all the young 
people who remained at home were employed, including large numbers of young 
women and Negro youth—the majority of them working in industry for the 
first time. Huge numbers of young people were members of unions. The 
economic barriers to marriage no longer existed. 

Young people were giving all their effort to help win the war. The special 
needs of youth were temporarily laid aside for the greater need of defeating 
fascism ; fascism which represented the greatest of all threats to youths’ future. 
Some of youth’s key needs, such as unemployment, were temporarily solved. 
However, war itself brought about new and additional problems, especially for 
teen age youth—increased child labor without adequate safeguards, increased 
juvenile delinquency, etc. However, it could have been possible even during the 
war to have struggled on some of these special youth problems. 

2. Youth organizations 

All youth organizations suffered from membership decreases as a result of the 
large numbers of youth and youth leadership going into the army and as a 
result of dislocation—vyouth moving to new areas for jobs, ete. The major con- 
cern of all youth organizations was the war. The largest youth serving organ- 
izations, including the Y's, Jewish Welfare Board, Nat'l Catholic Welfare Coun- 
cil, ete. united into the USO, whose main function was to provide recreation and 
recreational centers for the servicemen and to establish centers for war workers 
in new crowded industrial areas. The greatest activities of all organizations 
was war services of all kinds—scrap collections, packages and books for service- 
men, blood bank, ete. 

8. Prewar unity 

In 1942, the American Youth Congress was dissolved. Two major factors 
contributed to the disintegration of this outstanding center of youth unity: 

(a) The two major issues which had united youth during the ’30s in spite of 

sections of their adult leadership were no longer present the fizht for 

sand the fight against fascism and for peace had taken on the need to mili- 
arily defeat fascism. 

(b) The AYC was split in the early days of the war, 1989 to ’41, over the char- 
acter of the war. Asa result the AYC lost support of the National Administra- 
tion circles and certain sections of the young people and even after the anti- 
fascist character of the war was strengthened, unity was not able to be fully 
established. 

The disappearance of the American Youth Congress from the youth movement 
Was a great loss and there has been little real united youth activity since, es- 
pecially on the national scale. 


j. The YCL 


Ever since 1985 the Young Communist League had been seeking Ways to 
broaden its program and activity in order to become a truly nonparty organ- 

tion, including Communists and non-Communists, fighting for the ueeds of 
outh and training youth in the spirit of the class struggle, in the spirit of Mar 
ismi-Leninism. In order to achieve this, the YCL broadened its own activity 
and sought for other youth organizations with whom to unite. 


In 1942 and °48, the entire Communist movement was infiltrated with Browder 
sionism. This had its effect on the youth movement as well. The YCL 
gan to water down its program and its activity: it began to lower its level 
that of the more backward young people in the organization. As a result of 
is type of revisionist thinking and the changing character of the YCL itself, 
the YC. decided to dissolve its own organization in order to make room in the 


youth field for a new type of non-Marxist, democratie, youth organization that 


he 
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would include Communist and non-Communist youth. This was not done thru 
the merger of the YCL with other organizations of youth, but the dissolution of 
the YCL so its members, together with other individual young people could build 
a new organization, American Youth for Democracy. It is clear that this left 
a tremendous gap in the youth field—no independent, youth-led organization that 
could bring to the youth the struggle for socialism based on youth’s own experi- 
ences and struggle. 

Revisionism also affected the entire party with another major weakness in 
youth work—that was, complete neglect of the youth. This meant that the 
Communist Party did not itself raise and fight for the special problems and 
needs of the youth and did little to bring youth into the party. This coupled 
with the absence of a Marxist-Leninist youth organization weakened the entire 
fight for the development of a militant fighting youth movement in the United 
States. 

5. American Youth for Democracy 

Ever since the end of the war, AYD has been the only independent organization 
of youth that has carried on a militant fight for the needs of youth, fighting 
against the reactionary drive of American imperialism. <A principled fight has 
been fought consistently in AYD for the rights of Communist-non-Communist 
unity. It was only the AYD that carried forward the entire militant tradition 
of the youth movement in the fight for Negro-white unity and against discrimi- 
nation, for the understanding of the role of the labor movement as youth's best 
friend, and for international youth cooperation for peace. But, American Youth 
for Democracy has not been able to grow into the all-inclusive anti-Fascist, anti- 
imperialist youth support, and because of the absence of an anti-imperialist front 
in the country as a whole up to 1947, the AYD was not able to be part of a large 
movement in the country as a whole. And AYD has not been able to be the organ- 
ization of the most advanced youth because of the absence of a Marxist-Leninist 
program, 


6. Youth unity 


After the dissolution of the American Youth Congress, a more limited center 
of youth cooperation was established—American Youth for a Free World. Its 
purpose was to serve as an exchange center for cooperating groups and to main- 
tain contact with the World Youth Council which had been set up in London 
during the war. It did not attempt to organize activities on a local scale. 

In 1945 The World Youth Council sent out a call to youth throughout the world 
to come together in London, in October, for the purpose of establishing a World 
Youth Center. American Youth for a Free World helped to establish the com- 
mittee in the U. S. which sponsored and sent delegates to London. Here the 
World Federation of Democratic Youth was established. (For more informa- 
tion on ths WEFDY, see the Fact Sheet issued by the National Youth Commission, 
March 1947.) 

American Youth for a Free World is the agency for the WFDY in the U. § 
It also organized the delegation that went to the Summer Festival sponsored by 
the WFDY in 1947. It disseminates material on the WFDY and brings to the 
attention of youth organizations in the U. 8S. issues of importance pertaining to 
peace and international cooperation. 

In certain areas local Youth Councils have been built that are very important 
centers of youth unity, uniting the young people on issues confronting them. 
These centers, however, exist in only a few areas. 

Conclusion.—Since the end of the war there has been an absence of a fighting, 
broad, militant youth movement in America. In evaluating the past, it is clear 
that the absence of a youth organization of the most advanced youth, based on 
a program of Marxism-Leninism was a major cause for this situation. 
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1V. PRESENT Status oF Youtu 


These are some facts and figures on the status of youth in our country. These 
are by no means complete or thorough. Many facts concerning the status of 
youth are not available as no government or other type of agency exists for com- 
piling all the information concerning youth. Also certain facts and figures that 
do exist do not give sufficient breakdown to indicate fully the position of Ameri- 
can youth. However, we feel that even this limited information will be of some 
assistance to you. We feel that it must be amplified by your own study of the 
needs and problems of youth in your own areas. This is particularly important 
in regard to the status of youth in industry. 


[, General figures 


Total population in the US 1947 (est) ns epee eiseanigis a i se iaittcsas 
Total employed April 1947 (est) ~~ -___- as eb seae -... 57,000,000 
Workers (including white collar) _ 19 percent of total population 
Farmers (including agric. workers) __ oa 4 percent of total population 
aR SE / aan eae ea 3 percent of total population 


Male Female Total 


Youth 
14-17... ‘ . 4, 377, 000 4, 312, 000 | 8, 689, 000 
19-25... : 7, 490, 000 | 8, 397, 000 15, 887, 000 


11, 867, 000 12, 709, 000 | 24, 576, 000 


Youth are 22% of the total population 
As of Noy. 1947: 


40% of the youth are employed. 
7% of the youth are in agriculture (mainly as agric. workers). 
32% are in school. 


25% in public school. 
7% in college. 


15% at home (young housewives, ete.). 
4% unemployed (this is an average; it is much higher among Negro youth). 


2% mise. 


Youth make up 20% of the total working population 
Wages 1945: 


Medium earning in the US was—$1,575. 
For youth under 20 yrs.—444. 
For youth 20-24—1022. 
II, Skills (estimated figures based on Gov't Placement Service (USES) 1947. 
For Young Workers under 21: 


74% were unskilled. 
23% were semi-skilled. 
3% Were skilled or professional. 


Apprenticeship : 


In June 1948: Approximately 195,000 Apprentices. The number of vets 
to non-vets is approximately 10 to 1. 

Figures for N. Y.—March 1948 to show which trade youth are entering 
as apprentices : 

Of a total of 27,847— 


in building trades—11,903 
in printing trades—4,0097 
all others—11,847 


It is estimated that there is a need for about 5% million skilled workers to 
correctly balance the labor force, during periods of full employment. It is, there- 
fore, estimated in order to maintain this figure, 1,000,000 apprentices should be 
in training every year. 

Why the discrepancy : 
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1. Apprenticeship wages are extremely low, and most periods of apprentice- 
ship run from 3 to 7 years. Without some form of assistance, such as the GI's 
are receiving under the GI bill, youth cannot afford to enter training. 

2. Of the possible 400,000 sources of employment for apprentices, only about 
25% are cooperating with gov’t program. 

3. The use of apprentices as a source of cheap labor has discouraged youth. 

4. Due to the fear of the use of apprentice labor as competition to union scales, 
some unions have adopted an extremely limited program of apprenticeship. 

5. It should be pointed out that in N. Y. State, at least, there are many more 
young men who wish to become apprentices than jobs available. 

This entire question should be looked into in every state in order to have the 
concrete information and material in order to help develop a specific program 
on this question. 

IIT. Unemployment 

1. Approximately 4% of the youth are unemployed, yet in 1947 they made up 
approx. 56% of the total unemployed in the country. 

2. This figure of 4% does not include youth who are entering the labor market 
for the first time; it only includes youth who had been employed and are no 
longer working. Therefore, including youth who are seeking work for the 
first time, the figure is undoubtedly higher. 

3. No national figures are available on the unemployment among Negro youth, 
but from spot surveys made by the Department of Labor in 1947, covering 12 
cities, North and South, the average unemployment among Negroes was 12-14%, 
It means, therefore, that it is even higher among Negro youths. 

The provisions of the Unemployment Insurance work to the disadvantage of 
youth: 

1. The worker must have been previously employed. This means that young 
people entering the labor market for the first time, who cannot find work, espe- 
cially newly graduated high school students, are not eligible for unemployment 
benefits. 

2. A whole number of occupational groups are excluded from Unemployment 
Insurance, such as: Merchant seamen, Agriculture, Domestic workers, news 
carriers under 18, etc., ete. 

These include industries in which youth are in large numbers. 

3. The amount of unemployment benefits received is based on previous earn- 
ings. This, too, works to the disadvantage of young workers, who are in the least 
paying categories. The benefits, determined by each state, vary from $3 per 
week to a maximum of $26. The less earned, the less received. 


lV. Farm 


Approximately 1,300,000 youth between 14 and 25 were agricultural laborers (do 
not own or rent any land) 
Approximately 300,000 farmers under 25 years of age in 1945 
27.6% were owners 
.6% were managers 
71.9% were tenants 
For Negro farmers, under 29), the figures 
5.3% were owners 
.005 % 
93.87% were tenants 
as compared to the farmers of all ages 5,900,000: 
67.6% owners 
7% managers 
31.7% tenants 
1. Percent of children not attending school: 


14 and 15 years (8.2%) 340, 956 
16 and 17 years (31.5%) 1, 465, 210 


Main reason is economic. Of the 14 to 17 year old group not in school, 52.1% 
are employed. The other main reason is lack of facilities, especially in rural 
and farm areas. 

Harvard Committee Report 1945 reports that: 

Nearly all children in higher income bracket complete H. S. 
only 60% of the middle income bracket complete H. S. 
only 30% of the lower income bracket complete H. §. 

2. There are 1,749 institutions of higher learning: 

131 Universities (includes graduate and undergraduate schools) 
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557 Arts and Sciences Colleges (no graduate schools) 
287 independent technical and professional schools 
201 Teacher and normal schools 

468 Junior Colleges 

105 Institutions for Negroes. 

Tuition in private institutions range from about $350 per year to $600 per 
year. Tuition costs have increased approximately 30% since the fall of 1938 and 
are still increasing. 

In city and state institutions, tuition ranges from $75 to $100 per year for 
residents 

3. Scholarships: 

In 1946 a total of $21,229,000 was available for fellowships and scholarships 
from individuals, industries, organizations, ete. 

Total recipients were 113,425 or 5.5% of students enrolled. The average grant 
was $187.16. 

There is no federal aid to students. 

Veterans aid under the GI Bill was increased to $90 per month for single vets 
and up to $125 depending on number of dependents. This is over and above 
tuition up to $500 per year. 

4. Discrimination in education: 

(a) Geographie differences: 


1947 City 


| 

| Percent Percent 
14 to 17_. ig 84.3 76. 5 
18 to 19 : 27 


Uae : 12 


b. Sex: 

1947 Women comprised 82 percent of total enrollment in institutions of higher 
learning. 

In 1989-40 Masters or second professional degrees were awarded to: 8,517 
men: 3,480 women. 

In 1989-40 Masters or second professional degrees were awarded to: 

8,317 men; 3,480 women 

ny: torates or third degrees were awarded to: 1.244 men: 123 women. 

In 1946-47 there were 2,093 women medical students or 10% of the total en- 
rollment. This is the highest absolute as well as relative number of women 
medical students in the U. S. 

«. Racial and religious: 
Comparative figures on school enrollment in the South, April 1947. 


White 


Percent 
96.3 


75.6 


15. 1 


m2 
4 


In Washington, DC, and 17 states in US separate schools exist for white and 
Negro youth. The following figures demonstrate the inferiority of the schools 
for Negro children: 


Negro 


Value of school property per pupil 

Amount spent per pupil in elementary school__ 

Length of term (days). 

Average salary of element: ary schoo] teacher (white teachers for white 
students, Negro teachers for Negro students) 

Proportion of pupils transported by furnished transport ition (this is 
extremely important in the South since it is large ly rural) (percent 
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1. Apprenticeship wages are extremely low, and most periods of apprentice- 
ship run from 3 to 7 years. Without some form of assistance, such as the Gl’s 
are receiving under the GI bill, youth cannot afford to enter training. 

2. Of the possible 400,000 sources of employment for apprentices, only about 
25% are cooperating with gov’t program. 

3. The use of apprentices as a source of cheap labor has discouraged youth. 

4. Due to the fear of the use of apprentice labor as competition to union scales, 
some unions have adopted an extremely limited program of apprenticeship. 

5. It should be pointed out that in N. Y. State, at least, there are many more 
young men who wish to become apprentices than jobs available. 

This entire question should be looked into in every state in order to have the 
concrete information and material in order to help develop a specific program 
on this question. 


IIT. Unemployment 

1. Approximately 4% of the youth are unemployed, yet in 1947 they’ made up 
approx. 56% of the total unemployed in the country. 

2. This figure of 4% does not include youth who are entering the labor market 
for the first time; it only includes youth who had been employed and are no 
longer working. Therefore, including youth who are seeking work for the 
first time, the figure is undoubtedly higher. 

3. No national figures are available on the unemployment among Negro youth, 
but from spot surveys made by the Department of Labor in 1947, covering 12 
cities, North and South, the average unemployment among Negroes was 12-14%, 
It means, therefore, that it is even higher among Negro youths. 

The provisions of the Unemployment Insurance work to the disadvantage of 
youth : 

1. The worker must have been previously employed. This means that young 
people entering the labor market for the first time, who cannot find work, espe- 
cially newly graduated high school students, are not eligible for unemployment 
benefits. 

2. A whole number of occupational groups are excluded from Unemployment 
Insurance, such as: Merchant seamen, Agriculture, Domestic workers, news 
carriers under 18, ete., ete. 

These include industries in which youth are in large numbers. 

8. The amount of unemployment benefits received is based on previous earn- 
ings. This, too, works to the disadvantage of young workers, who are in the least 
paying categories. The benefits, determined by each state, vary from $3 per 
week to a maximum of $26. The less earned, the less received. 

IV. Farm 

Approximately 1,300,000 youth between 14 and 25 were agricultural laborers (do 
not own or rent any land) 

Approximately 300,000 farmers under 25 years of age in 1945 

27.6% were owners 
.6% were managers 
71.9% were tenants 
For Negro farmers, under 23, the figures 
5.3% were owners 
.005 Ye 
93.8% were tenants 
as compared to the farmers of all ages 5,900,000: 
67.6% owners 
7% managers 
31.7% tenants 
1. Percent of children not attending school: 


14 and 15 years (8.2%) 340, 956 
16 and 17 years (31.5%) 1, 465, 210 


Main reason is economic. Of the 14 to 17 year old group not in school, 52.1% 
are employed. The other main reason is lack of facilities, especially in rural 
and farm areas. 

Harvard Committee Report 1945 reports that: 

Nearly all children in higher income bracket complete H. 8. 
only 60% of the middle income bracket complete H. 8. 
only 30% of the lower income bracket complete H. §. 

2. There are 1,749 institutions of higher learning: 

131 Universities (includes graduate and undergraduate schools) 
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557 Arts and Sciences Colleges (no graduate schools) 
287 independent technical and professional schools 
201 Teacher and normal schools 

468 Junior Colleges 

105 Institutions for Negroes. 

Tuition in private institutions range from about $350 per year to $600 per 
year. Tuition costs have increased approximately 30% since the fall of 1938 and 
are still increasing. 

In city and state institutions, tuition ranges from $75 to $100 per year for 
residents. 

3. Scholarships: 

In 1946 a total of $21,229,000 was available for fellowships and scholarships 
from individuals, industries, organizations, ete. 

Total recipieuts were 113,425 or 5.5% of students enrolled. The average grant 
was $187.16. 

There is no federal aid to students. 

Veterans aid under the GI Bill was increased to $90 per month for single vets 
and up to $125 depending on number of dependents. This is over and above 
tuition up to $500 per year. 

{. Discrimination in education: 

(a) Geographic differences : 


1947 City Farm 

— 

| 

| F Percent Percent 

14 to 17 = 84.3 76. 5 
18 to 19_. : 27.8 27.6 
20 to 24...-... ne Hele ’ 12.5 6.5 


b. Sex: 

1947 Women comprised 82 percent of total enrollment in institutions of hicher 
learning. 

In 1989-10 Masters or second professional degrees were awarded to: 8,317 
men: 3.480 women. 

In 1989-40 Masters or second professional degrees were awarded to: 

8,317 men; 3,480 women 

Doctorates or third degrees were awarded to: 1,244 men; 123 women. 

In 1946-47 there were 2,093 women medical students or 10% of the total en- 
rollment. This is the highest absolute as well as relative number of women 
medical students in the U. S 

c. Racial and religious: 

Comparative figures on school enrollment in the South, April 1947. 


| 
Age White Negro 


Percent Percent 
96.3 88, 
75.6 66. 3 
15. 1 10. 


In Washington, DC, and 17 states in US separate schools exist for white and 
Negro youth. The following figures demonstrate the inferiority of the schools 
for Negro children: 


White Negro 


Value of school property per pupil 224 | $52 
Amount spent per pupil in elementary school_- $73. 67 $32. 46 
Length of term (days) --- 73. § 164 
Average salary of elements wry school teacher (white teachers for white | 

students, Negro teachers for Negro students) $1, 307 $959 
Proportion of pupils transported by furnished transport: ition (this is 

extremely important in the South since it is largely rural) (percent) 38 | 11 
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Negroes represent approximately 10% of the population. However, Negroes 
represent only 3.1% of the total enrollments in institutions of higher learning. 

Of the 75,000 Negro students, approximately 85% are enrolled in the 105 Negro 
institutions. 

The situation is much further aggravated in specialized professional training : 
The following on Medical Schools is typical: 


In 1946, 5,826 physicians were graduated: 154 were Negroes; all but 20 
of these graduated from 2 Negro schools. 
Of the 77 medical schools, 20 are in the south and bar Negroes. 
The remaining 55 are presumably open to Negroes. Actually, only one- 
third of these actually admit Negroes. In 1946, of the estimated 592 Negroes 
enrolled in medical schools, 85 were enrolled in nonsegregated schools, 


SpecraAL Notre.—tThere is a great deal of additional material on this subject, 
The above is only to serve as examples. 

In 1946 Jewish students represented 9% of the total enrollment in the 
institutions of higher learnings. This is higher than the percent of Jewish people 
in the total population; it is explained by the fact that the Jewish people in the 
United States are urban people and proportionately twice as many urban people 
go to college as do rural. 

Jewish students, however, do not have equal opportunity with non-Jewish 
students in choice of institutions and in certain fields of advanced study. Dis- 
crimination is especially keen in the following professional schools: Medical, 
Dental, Law, Architecture, Engineering, Commerce. 

In certain areas there is discrimination against Catholic students in higher 
education, again, especially reflected in graduate schools. 


VI. HOUSING 


8.3% of all married couples doubled up in 1947 (8% million families) 
2 million married vets doubled up or living in temporary dwellings 
11 million city dwellings are so substandard that they should be replaced. 
7 million of 10144 million southern families lived in houses that did not meet 
the minimum standards of comfort, health and safety. 
34% of families without private toilet or plumbing. 
50% of the 21-34 age group looking for a place to live, 42% of whom were vets 
(1946). 
20% of youth not getting married because of housing (Fortune Survey 1946) 
32% of married couples, 18 to 24, are doubled up; 15% of whom are living 
apart from their mate. 


VII. MARRIAGE 


€ 


37% of the 20 to 24 age group are married. 

Effects of unemployment on marriage: 

37%. of the employed males, 18 to 24, are married. 

“nly 19 percent of the unemployed males, same age, are married. 


VIII. CHILD LABOR 


In the labor force (full or part-time) : 


14 and 15-year 630, 000 
I al ae ence ad -- 1,340, 000 


1, 970, 000 


Child workers run far more risk of accidents on the job than adult workers; 
they are twice as likely to suffer injuries that result in a lifelong handicap. 

In 1945, the rate of disabling injuries to workers under 18 was 1% times as 
great as for adult workers. The rate of injuries resulting in permanent impair- 
ment was nearly twice as much for young workers. 


FIGHT OF THE BOURGEOISIE FOR THE YOUTH 
Today, with the imperialists of the U. S. set on the path of world domination 


and war, which, if successful, will mean fascism at home, they are determined 
to win over the entire young generation as their mainstay for such a policy 
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Never before has there been such a conscious drive ideologically to influence 
youth with the ideas of Big Business. Their ideological campaign is many-sided 
and its object is to reach every section of the youth. What are the ideas the 
bourgeoisie wish to inculcate into the minds of youth? 

1. Recognizing full well the democratic aspirations and heritage of American 
youth, every imperialist plan is covered with a democratic facade. For example: 
The Marshall Plan is put forth and popularized as a plan to save Europe for 
“Democracy. (Many more examples could be given. ) 

2. Among the youth there is a deep-seated love of our nation. The attempt is 
being made to subvert this into a chauvinistic attitude of American superiority 
against all other nations and also against the Negroes, Jews, and generally at 
the foreign-born. 

3. Young people have questions about monopolies and war. The bourgeoisie 
are frantically attempting to answer all these questions with the slogan “Free 
Enterprise.” The attempt is made to make this slogan synonymous with Amer- 
ica. The American way is, always was, and always will be “Free Enterprise” 
and of course “Free Enterprise” is and must be the control of America by 
monopoly, they say. 

4. Large numbers of young peop'e are questioning and there is an interest to 
know about new ways, hence an interest and curiosity about the Soviet Union, 
the new democracies. Hysterical red-baiting is the answer to this. And the 
attempt made to picture the American people at the mercy of an attack from 
the Soviet Union. 

5. There are variations and extensions of all of these ideas, but in the main, 
a systematic fight to win the minds, and hence the support of the youth is being 
waged around these main concepts. The purpose is to blind the idealism and 
search for new*ideas that is characteristic of youth, in order that the young 
people may be the main instrument to carry through their reactionary, imperial- 
istic schemes. 

How the bourgeoisie hope to achieve this: 

1. Through the school system.—Today, with the slogans “Un-American” and 
“subversive” emblazoned on their banners, books are banned, text books exam- 
ined, teachers intimidated by small groups representing the most reactionary 
influence. Their hope is to make the schools a chief source of reactionary, anti- 
labor, anti-Soviet ideology. 

2. All ideological media.—The newspapers, radio, movies, ete., are most influ- 
ential among the youth. With the attack against any independent ideas by the 
Un-American Committee and similar groups, these media are becoming increas 
ingly more the voice of Wall St. These influences on the young people cannot be 
underestimated, 

3. Through the bourgeois-led organizations.—Here the adult leaders, in some 
of the key organizations, are taking the primary step of even more firmly tight- 
ening their control over the policies and activities of the organization. As a 
result of this, they hope to complete their domination over the life of these 
organizations. 

$4. Through the Draft.—TRecause reaction has not been successful in capturing 
the youth, they are not confpletely satisfied by old methods alone. Therefore 
they hope, through the draft, to do a full scale-job—educate and train the youths 
in the complete militarist and imperialist spirit, and to strengthen the military 
might of the United States. 

Youth are faced with many problems, and these are increasing. While there 
is a need to challenge the ideology of the bourgeoisie and to win the youth to 
democratic, anti-fascist, and anti-imperialist ideas and to socialist ideology, the 
majority of youth will learn in the process of struggle for their own needs and 
demand, The following is not the complete and comprehensive program covering 
every youth issue and demand. It must be rounded out by the inclusion of local 
problems. Most important of all, it should serve as a means of indicating and 
further deeping our knowledge of what the real problems of the youth are—and 
the immediate tasks among the youth. 


” 


MAJOR YOUTH PROBLEMS 


1. War and militarism.—This represents the greatest danger to youth’s future. 
Youth can be mobilized to fight against every attempt of militarization and war. 
Youth can and must be won for the fight against American imperialism’s drive 
toward war. The special current issue is the fight to repeal the draft. In addi- 
tion attention must be paid to deepening International Youth Friendship through 
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activities around the World Federation of Democratic Youth, activities on Greece 
China, Palestine, Spain, ete. 

e. Housing.—This is a major youth problem as it affects all young people 
especially as their plan for marriage and a family of their own. Today this is 
the issue most deeply affecting the lives of young veterans. A total prograin 
must include housing. 

3. Education.—A whole number of problems exist in the field of education : 
Increased subsistence for veterans, scholarships for high school students who 
are not veterans, federal aid to education in order to make available more 
facilities, and in many areas the need for city or state colleges, financial aid to 
high school students to guarantee not leaving school for financial reasons, ete. 

4. Civil liberties and academic Freedom.—The right of organization on every 
campus; a free student press; election and not appointment of student councils: 
all Boards of Education to be elected. Abolish the Un-American Committee; 
fight against all legislation to outlaw the Communist Party; against loyalty oatlis. 
Fight against book burnings and political discrimination of teachers, etc., ete. 

5. Discrimination—End quota system in education; passage of FEPC na 
tionally and in each state; introduce into high school and college curriculum 
the study of Negro History; passage of anti-Poll Tax and anti-lynch legislation ; 
fight against police brutality directed at Negro and other minority youth. 

6. Child Labor—Many advances made previously were lost during the war 
when restrictions were lifted. There are close to 750,000 youth from 14 to 17 
employed full-time. In addition there are thousands employed part-time or 
after school. There are a number of demands that must be raised here: 

(a) A minimum of 16 years for all employment during school time and for 
manufacture at all time. 

(b) A minimum age of 14 years for any employment outside of school hours. 

(c) A minimum of 18 years for employment in hazardous occupations. 

(d) No night work for minors under 18 vears of age. 

(e) A maximum of 30-hour week, no day longer than 6 hours, no week longer 
than 6 days, with time in school considered as part of the working day. 

7. Political Rights.—The right to vote at the age of 18. 

8. Economic demands.—These are minimum demands to improve the economic 
status of youth: 

(a) $1.00 per hour minimum wage. 

(>) Equal pay for equal work. 

(c) Increased unemployment benefits to $26 per week for 52 weeks. Youth 
graduated from school who cannot get work to be eligible for unemployment 
compensation. Extend the law to cover all workers. 

(d) No speed-up; two 15-minute rest periods during 8 hours of work. 

(e) Apprenticeship training made available for all young people with the same 
provisions as the GI bill. 

9. Recreation and Cultural Needs.—Appropriate all necessary funds to build 
community centers and playgrounds with no discrimination; open all schools 


V. Tasks Facine tHE YoutH Topay 


1. The anti-Fascist, antiwar coalition 

The conditions in America require the building of the broadest people's coali 
tion, with a large, firm working class base that will struggle for peace and for 
the needs of the people. The Progressive Party is the political expression of 
this coalition. Large numbers of young people, seeking an answer to their 
problems and concerned with Wall Street’s drive toward war and fascism 
already look to the Progressive Party as the medium for struggle. 

Youth, moved by the same general needs, but including the special interests 
of the youth have their own independent medium for expression, closely identi- 
fied to the Progressive Party in the YPA. This organization, while being built 
as a part of the people’s coalition, is a youth organization, taking into account 
the special programmatic and organizational needs of the young people. This 
movement has already demonstrated great vitality during the election campaizn 
It can play a decisive role in the next period of time as it extends its base among 
working class youth, Negro and white; as it hevins to carry on militant active 
campaigns around the needs of youth: as it begins to organize in a multinle of 
ways that are suitable to youth organizations: as it begins to satisfy the variety 
of social, cultural, recreational and educational needs of the vouth: as it hezins 
to broaden its horizons to become the center for mobilization of all youth in the 
struggle for peace, freedom and abundance. 
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Every young Communist can and should make every possible contribution to 
the growth of YPA, endeavoring to participate fully in helping to develop this 
decisive antifascist, antiimperialist youth movement. 


) Fight for the needs and unity of the youth 


In the tremendous struggle for peace and against fascism, the Communists 
must strengthen and enhance the vanguard role of the Party. This means that 
the independent activities of the Party youth clubs must be multiplied. Among 
the youth, we have the responsibility of raising the special needs of youth, of 
senerating under our own banner all forms of activities and struggles around 
these issues. But it is not sufficient for the youth clubs to initiate independent 
struggles in the name of the Party; the young Communists must simultaneously 
help influence and launch united front activity through all of the mass organi- 
gations of the youth. This means a real intimate knowledge and closeness to 
the youth organizations, to the youth and their problems in order to be able to 
move into activity thousands upon thousands of young people. 

While all-inclusive national unity of the young generation cannot be achieved 
at present because of the pressure of the imperialist forces, especially on the 
pourgeois-led youth organizations, we have already seen the readiness of youth 
to unite on one or another immediate issue—for example, veterans needs, housing, 
education, the fight against the draft, etc. Youth clubs must help to initiate 
the broadest types of united actions on all such issues on a neighborhood, city 
und state-wide scale. By the correct application of building unity from below, 
it is possible and necessary to involve in such actions all sections of the youth, 
including youth in the bourgeois-led organizations. 


8. Ideological struggle for the youth 

The proponents of America’s imperialist drive toward war and fascism are 
increasing their ideological offensive, with special emphasis on reaching the 
youth (elaborated in Section IV of this outline). They are attempting to divide 
and confuse the youth and militate against their fighting spirit. We must 
record the fact that this reactionary offensive has made some headway among 
the young people. The recent examples of violence at the Henry Wallace meet- 
ings, against the Party, ete., with the majority of the participants being youth, 
are danger signals. 

This confronts us with a major task—to expose and combat the ideology of 
Wall St. and to enrich the theoretical work among the young Communists as 
well as other young people interested in Marxism. This means first of all see- 
ing to it that the Worker and Daily Worker, and on the West Coast the People’s 
World, reach every member and large numbers of non-Party youth regularly. 
It means increasing the numbers of leaflets and pamphlets addressed to the 
youth and about the youth. It means all types of public meetings and forums, 
always with the aim of exposing the arguments of the enemy. In other words, 
what is absolutely necessary is a tremendous increase in all forms of mass 
agitation and propaganda aimed at unmasking the demagogy and falsehoods 
that Wall Street is spreading through the press, radio, movies and educational 
system. 

It means, to, beginning to develop a real intense program of education of 
our youth members—schools, classes, educational meetings of all kinds that can 
begin the Marxist-Leninist training of our youth, to lay the basis for real self- 
study. It is only by this type of training that our youth will be able to stand 
on their own feet and fight against bourgeois ideology in the growing mass 
movement that is developing and in which we are participating. 


}. Working youth and national group youth 

For some years now our work among the working class youth has been very, 
very weak, In order to guarantee a stable, consistent, anti-Fascist youth move- 
ment, it must have, in the first place, a strong foundation of working class 
youth. We must begin to raise those demands and issues which can particularly 
move this section of youth into activity and struggle; we must find those forms 
of organization which are particularly suitable to this section of the youth. 
As part of the concentration policy of the Party, special forms can be found for 
this work among the young people. 

Communist trade-unionists have the special task of helping to develop in their 
unions a program for trade-union education for the young trade-unionists in 
order to deepen their understanding of the labor movement; to help develop 
a program of activities around the special needs and interests of the young 
workers in the particular industry ; and to develop a sports and cultural program 
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within the unions that will help integrate the young workers into the labor 
movement. 

We can and must help build the organizations of the national group youth, 
These young people are deeply concerned with the issues here, while at the 
same time they have certain ties with their parents’ homeland. Organizations 
that take into consideration this twofold concern of these young people can 
grow and have tremendous influence among them. We have seen eXamples 
among the Jewish youth, the Slav youth, etc. These young people, mainly 
working class, are a very important sector of the anti-imperialist, anti-Fascist 
youth camp. 


5. Negro youth 

Our work among the Negro youth has suffered these past years. Today, with 
more problems facing Negro youth than ever before, we have greater obligations 
and greater tasks. We must first of all reestablish our ties with the Negro 
youth, in their organizations and in the community. We must begin to struggle 
vigorously for the needs of the Negro youth; here we must not only concern our- 
selves with the national issues, such as FEPC, antilynch legislation, ete., but 
with the particular local issues that exist everywhere, such as restrictive cove- 
nants, jobs, discrimination in swimming pools, and other recreational facilities, 
ete. Special forms of united-front activity can be developed—councils of all 
kinds that will include the many small, local sports and social clubs among the 
Negro youth. Negro youth organizations should be involved in all united-front 
activity, as well, that concerns itself with the problems of youth. The Negro 
youth are the most important ally of the working-class youth movement, and 
every effort must be made to win them into activity in the youth movement. 

In order to make progress in this field of work, we must improve the under- 
standing of the young Communists on the entire position of the Communist Party 
on the Negro question. We must have education in all of the youth clubs, based on 
the position of our Party on the Negro question as a national question. We 
must simultaneously put up a consistant fight against all manifestation of white 
chauvinism. Only with the most regular attention to the activities of our youth 
clubs and to the education of our members, will we make the essential progress 
in this field of youth work. 


6. Build the Communist Party among the youth 

Young people of America need the Communist Party—the only party with a 
program for the future—the future of socialism, And it is only socialism that 
will finally solve youth’s problems. And our Party needs the youth—it needs 
the vitality, the enthusiasm that is characteristic of youth. 

Young people in great numbers will join the Party if they can begin to see 
the Party as the most consistent and militant fighter for youth’s needs and if 
they can begin to see the program of our Party in action. Large numbers of 
youth are seeking fundamental answers to many problems. They will come to 
our Party to the extent that we involve them in struggle around day-to-day issues 
and expand our mass education on the principles of our Party, of Marxismn- 
Leninism. 

Every youth club must begin to measure their work among the youth in terms 
of recruiting. Objectives must be set. Each youth club must grow and become 
a real center for struggle and education. And new youth clubs must be built. 
Every necessary step to strengthen the youth and student sections must be 
taken. Only in this way will we be able to fulfill the obligations that this his- 
toric period has set for us. 
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MONDAY, MARCH 24, 1952 


Unirep Srates SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
oF THE INTERNAL Security Act AND OTHER INTERNAL 
Securtry Laws. or THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, dD. 0. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 1 p. m., in room 155, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Herbert R. O’Conor, presiding. 

Present: Senator O’Conor. 

Also present: Donald Connors, Jr., investigator; and Mitchel M. 
Carter, investigator. 

Senator O’Conor. The committee will come to order. 

Will you raise you right hand? Do you sole mnly swear that the tes- 
timony you are about to give to this subeommittee of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee of the United States Senate will be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Reep. I do. 

Senator O’Conor. Would you be good enough to proceed, Mr. Con- 
nors ¢ 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM B. REED, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. Connors. Mr. Reed, will you identify yourself by your full 
name, residence, and occupation, please ? 

Mr. Reep. William B. Reed. My legal residence is Paxinos, Pa. 

Mr. Connors. Where are you presently living? 

Mr. Rerp. 7815 Sixteenth Street. 

Mr. Connors. What city ¢ 

Mr. Reep. Washington, D. C. 

Mr. Connors. What is your occupation ¢ 

Mr. Reep. I am a medical student, fourth year, College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons, Columbia University. 

Mr. Connors. Will you kindly trace your education ? 

Mr. Reep. I graduated from Calvin Coolidge High School, Wash- 
ington, D. C., graduated from Penn State College, 1948, was at 
A.S. T. P. at the University of Chicago, and will graduate from the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons in June 1952. 

Mr. Connors. You are appearing here today under subpena, are 
you not ¢ 

Mr. Reep. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Reed, is there anything else you would like to say 
about your background ? 
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Mr. Reep. Yes. In 1948 I worked as a volunteer worker at thie 
Young Republican Headquarters at Dupont Circle. 

Mr. Connors. In W ashington, D. C.? 

Mr. Reep. In W ashington, D. C. It was then under the chair- 
manship of Ralph Becker. 

Mr. Connors. Are you interning now, Mr. Reed? 

Mr. Reep. No; I will intern. 

Mr. Connors. Now, Mr. Reed, are you acquainted with some of 
the youth movements in New York? 

Mr. Reep. Yes, I am, sir. 

Mr. Connors. What generally is the type of youth movement in 
New York City and elsewhere in which you have been interested ? 

Mr. Reep. I have been mainly interested in the professional youth 
movement. 

Mr. Connors. Can you describe those movement in a little more 
detail ? 

Mr. Reep. I have been interested in the last 3 years in the Associa- 
tion of Interns and Medical Students, the Committee for Interna- 
tional Student Cooperation, the American Youth for'a Free World, 
the organizing committees for the Budapest Youth Festival, 1949, 
Prague World Student Congress, 1950, Berlin Youth Festival, 1951, 

Also I have been interested in the Conference for Democracy in 
Education held in 1950, the Labor Youth League and the Young 
Progressives of America. 

Mr. Connors. Now, Mr. Reed, are those organizations Communist 
or Communist-front or Communist-dominated organizations ? 

Mr. Reep. For the most part they are ordinary Communist fronts. 

_ Mr. Connors. Isee. Now, Mr. Reed, suppose we discuss individuals 
who are active in those various movements and take them individual 
by individual. Does that suit you? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. I would like, however, to identify these individuals 
with the organizations. 

Mr. Connors. Yes, and in that way I think we will identify the 
organizations as we come to them. 

Who is Halsted Holman, Mr. Reed ? 

Mr. Reep. Halsted Holman was elected the president of AIMS, 
which is the Association of Interns and Medical Students, in 1947 
and 1948. During the presidency of Halsted Holman the Association 
of Interns and Medical Students affiliated with the International 
Union of Students. 

Mr. Connors. May I interrupt there, Mr. Reed? Has the Inter- 
national Union of Students, to your knowledge, been cited as a Com- 
munist os 

Mr. Reep. Yes, it has. 

Mr. Connors. It has been cited by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities and by the California Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities, has it not? 

Mr. Reep. Yes, it has. 

Mr. Connors. Continue. 

Mr. Reep. The vice president of AIMS, Bernard Lown, together 
with Russell Austin and Lee Marsh of the AYD, American Youth 
for Democracy, formed the International Union of Students in 1946. 
I hereby submit a letter from Halsted Holman to the colleges in 
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which he makes an appeal for the League of Egyptian Students in 
their fight against cholera. 

Mr. Connors. What is the significance of that letter, Mr. Reed ? 

Mr. Reep. This letter says and is from the League of Egyptian 
Students, an affiliate of the World Federation of Democratic Youth. 

Mr. Connors. The World Federation of Democratic Youth has been 
cited as a Communist front by the House Un-American Activities 
Committee and the California Committee on Un-American Activities, 
has it not ¢ 

Mr. Reep. Yes. In this letter there is the following: 


Forward in the struggle against cholera! Long live the League of Egyptian 
Students! Long live the World Federation of Democratic Youth! 


Long live 
the International Union of Students! 


Dr. Holman also asks for a celebration of the International Stu- 
dents’ Day ceremonies throughout the United States. This is an 
international Communist holiday. 

Mr. Connors. That letter will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 1 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. I hereby submit a list of the officers and scientific edi- 
torial board of AIMS and its journal, the Intern. 

Mr. Connors. Is this during the period when Dr. Holman was 
president of AIMS? 

Mr. Rerep. Yes. Dr. Holman is listed as president in 1948 of AIMS 
as well as Bernard Lown. 

Mr. Connors. That will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 2 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Connors. The Intern will also be received. 

(Exhibit No. 3 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. In 1947, at the convention of AIMS Dr. Holman was 
elected president of the organization. At this meeting Dr. Harlow 
Shapley and Dr. Theodor Rosebury spoke. 

Mr. Connors. Are you offering that as an exhibit? 

Mr. Rrep. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. You are offering as an exhibit the program of the 
AIMS Convention at the University of Illinois in December 1947, is 
that correct ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. That will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 4 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. The International Pulse, a bulletin of the National Ex- 
ecutive Committee of AIMS in 1948 asked for the celebration of 
November 17, a holiday instituted by the International Union of Stu- 
dents. The following is of interest in this bulletin— 

The AIMS was one of the American organizations which helped establish 
the IUS, mold its character, delineate its goals and set in motion some of its 
undertakings. The diligence of our international cooperation was conditioned 
by the fact that we are members of a profession whose very element is uni- 
versal, whose every advance is based on contributions from many lands. 

Mr. Connors. The IUS to which you referred is the International 
Union of Students? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Are you offering that as an exhibit ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 
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(Exhibit No. 5 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Reep. AIMS, also under the presidency of Halstead Holman, 
sent relief to the International Union of Students for general distribu- 
tion and also to the International Peace Hospitals in China via the 
China Aid Council. 

Mr. Connors. Was that organization, the China Aid Council, cited ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes, it was cited. 

Mr. Connors. What was the other ? 

Mr. Reep. The International Union of Students. The International 
Peace Hospitals were established by Norman Bethune, who died in 
China. After his death he declared that he died fighting for the Com- 
munist causes. 

Mr. Connors. You mean after his death it was announced that he 
died fighting for the Communist cause ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. Norman Bethune was written up by the Intern in 
three articles. 

Mr. Connors. You are offering as an exhibit a mimeographed sheet 
of paper purporting to carry on its face a résumé of the AIMS Na- 
tional Convention in Philadelphia, is that correct ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Connors. What year was that, Mr. Reed ? 

Mr. Reep. That was the 1947 convention. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No.6 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. In 1948, December, 1948, Halsted Holman was elected as 
a representative to the IUS. 

Mr. Connors. What did he represent ¢ 

Mr. Reep. AIMS. 

Mr. Connors. He was an AIMS representative to the IUS? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. At this time Louis P. Rowland and Sheppard Carl 
Theirman were also elected officers. I mention this because Louis P. 
Rowland attended the 1947 Prague World Youth Festival and Shep- 
pard Carl Theirman later became the cochairman of the American 
Delegation of the Budapest World Youth Festival, 1949. 

I hereby submit a list of the new national executive committee dated 
February, 1949, AIMS Pulse. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 7 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. Dr. Holman was elected at the 1948 convention as the 
international representative to the TUS and also the convention rec- 
ommended his election to the post of chairman of the medical faculty 
board of IUS. I hereby submit a document showing the symbol of 
IUS and the svmbol of AIMS written by Louis P. Rowland and 
Sheppard Carl Theirman. 

Mr. Connors. What is the significance of this symbol, if you please ? 

Mr. Reep. As showing the close interconnection of the two organ- 
izations, AIMS and IUS. 

Mr. Connors. I see. 

Mr. Reep. This document was written to promote the TUS in the 
United States by the Association of Interns and Medical Students. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 8 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Reep. Dr. Holman attended the Sofia IUS World Student 
Congress. 
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Mr. Connors. In what year was that? 

Mr. Reep. On October 3, 1949. 

Mr. Connors. Was that a Communist gathering? 

Mr. Reep. It was. It was a meeting of the IUS. Dr. Holman at 
this time was elected vice president of the IUS. Dr. Holman made 
a speech in which he stated the following: 


The most eloquent testimony to the need for direct student political activity 
has come from the extensive series of documented reports from colonial and 
oppressed areas which have been presented from this floor. To deny the abso- 
lute necessity for student political activity is to deny these students the right to 
a free and democratic education and to condemn them to further oppression under 
colonialism and foreign rule. What democratic student organization in any field 
would bear the shame of such a policy? Our association maintains the position 
that the political activity of a student organization must stem directly and 
only from student needs, but that such political activity is a most crucial require- 
ment of an effective organization. 

He is referring there to the Association of Interns and Medical 
Students. Also in this World Student News there is an article by 
Halsted Holman entitled “What IUS Council Means for American 
Students.” 

Mr. Connors. Do you want to submit that as part of the record? 

Mr. Reep. I would like to submit both a part of his speech and the 
list of LUS executives, 1949, Halsted Holman and his article in the 
bulletin, page 35. 

Mr. Connors. That will be received. 

(Exhibit No. Y was marked and filed in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Reed, this last exhibit which you have given to 
the committee which is the special issue, volume 8, No. 5, of the World 
Student News bears a picture of a man called “Hal Tolman,” under 
the caption “American Vice President of 1US.” Is Hal Holman 
the same person as Halsted Holman / 

Mr. Reep. Yes, he is. 

Mr. Connors. Now I lay before you the May 12, 1950 edition of 
U.S. S. R. Information Bulletin and ask you to identify a picture 
on page 270, under the picture the following appears: “Holman Hull, 
delegate from the United States.” Is Holman Hull the same person 
as Halsted Holman / 

Mr. Reep. Yes: he is. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recognize that picture, Mr. Reed? 

Mr. Reep. I recognize that picture because among my papers I have 
an identical picture from the World Student News in which he is 
identified with the name Halsted Holman. The World Student 
News is published in Prague. 

Mr. Connors. So that this man whose correct name is Halsted Hol- 
man has also used the name Holman Hull, is that correct / 

Mr. Rrep. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Now have you further information, Mr. Reed, con- 
cerning Halsted Holman? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. Halsted Holman attended this meeting outlined 
in the U.S. S. R. Information Bulletin in Moscow. At this meeting 
a discussion was made of the World Student Congress to be held in 
Prague, 1950, 

Mr. Connors. How long was Mr. Holman in Europe ? 

Mr. Reep. Dr, Holman has spent the last 2 years in Europe, and 
the information that I have is that Dr. Holman returned from Europe 
in December 1951. 
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Mr. Connors. Now, Mr. Reed, do you happen to know what coun- 
tries Halsted Holman visited while he was in Europe? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. Dr. Holman visited Czechoslovakia, Russia, Bul- 
garia, East Germany, Great Britain—to promote the Stockholm Peace 
; ™ World Council of Peace, 


Appeal—Austria, where he attended t 
November 1951, and Hungary. 

Mr. Connors. Who paid his expenses over there, Mr. Reed. 

Mr. Reep. I don’t know who paid his expenses. I do know that his 
mother went to the dean of Yale University Medical School to ask 
the dean to help bring her son home. He was unable to do anything, 
and his mother went to visit her son, and he refused to come home. 

Mr. Connors. His mother went to visit him in Europe; is that cor- 
rect ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes, and he refused to come home. 

Mr. Connors. Is Dr. Holman a graduate of the Yale University 
Medical School ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes; he is. 

Dr. Holman has written many articles for the World Student News, 
the official publication of the International Union of Students, and 
I submit one such article. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 10 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. I hereby submit an article by Dr. Holman called “Our 
Stake in Peace,” in which he outlines the program for world youth. 

Mr. Connors. What publication does that appear in? 

Mr. Reep. This is the World Student News published by the Inter- 
national Union of Students. 

Mr. Connors. That will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 11 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Connors. That is volume No. 4, May 1950 edition of World 
Youth News, published in Prague, is it not? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. In 1950 Halsted Holman was reelected to the po- 
sition of international representative for AIMS and Dr. Holman 
helped organize the Prague World Student Congress, second World 
Student Congress. 

Mr. Connors. When was that held, Mr. Reed ? 

Mr. Reep. From August 14 to 28, 1950. In a special congress issue 
of this congress Dr. Holman has written an article called “The Aim 
of Our Common Struggle is Peace.” To quote only from a part of 
this article by Dr. Holman I hereby submit the following: 

Students play a considerable role in the American people’s struggle to ban 
atomic weapons, abolish the witch hunt, and secure a lasting peace; a large pro- 
portion of the signatures to the Stockholm Peace Appeal gained in the United 
States were obtained by students and youth generally. Significantly, the flow 
of signatures increased greatly after the attack on the Korean People’s Republic. 
Progressive students recognize the foreign aggression in Korea, inspired by 
the American imperialists, as yet another dangerous provocation of the war- 
mongers and expressed their anger by a number of strikes, demonstrations, pro- 
test meetings, and resolutions testifying that America’s progressive students 
are determined to do their share in preventing another world war. 

Mr. Connors. Now, the Stockholm Peace Petition, also called the 
World Peace Rally, has been cited as Communist by the House Un- 
American Activities Committee, isn’t that so? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. Dr. Holman was one of the leaders in the promo- 
tion of the World Peace Appeal. 
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Mr. Connors. What is that you are submitting now ? 

Mr. Reep. The World Student News, special congress issue. 

Mr. Connors. When was that issued, in 1950? 

Mr. Reep. 1950. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 12 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Rrep. Dr. Holman presided at several conferences at this meet- 
ing. I hereby submit another World Student News, No. 5, in which 
Dr. Holman is mentioned. 

Mr. Connors. Where is that World Student News published ¢ 

Mr. Reep. In Prague. 

Mr. Holman again took the chair at the afternoon session. Mr. Julian Haywood 
(Association of Interns and Medical Students, U. 8S. A.) said his delegation sup- 
ported the demand for the withdrawal of all foreign troops from Korea. As an 
organization of medical students, AIMS fully realized the need to ban the atom 
bomb completely. 

He described the discrimination against Negro students in United States medi- 
eal schools and against Negro doctors in United States hospitals and institutes. 
Recently for example, the University of Arkansas had admitted a Negro girl for 
the first time, but only after a lengthy court fight. Jewish and women students 
also faced discrimination in the United States medical profession. 

Mr. Connors. This speech was made at a meeting at which Halsted 
Holman presided ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. I have the speech by Julian Haywood. Also Dr. 
Holman presided during a speech by Dr. W. E. B. duBois. 

Mr. Connors. duBois, the so-called historian? Is that the same 
man ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. I had the opportunity to testify for the United 
States Government in United States versus the Peace Information 
Center. 

Mr. Connors. duBois was an officer of the Peace Information Cen- 
ter, was he not? 

Mr. Reep. He was. Their organization promoted the World Peace 
Appeal in the United States. 

Mr. Connors. duBois is closely associated with Paul Robeson, is 
he not ? 

Mr. Reep. Paul Robeson, Albert Kahn, and Alfred Kahn, and 
others. 

Mr. Connors. You are offering now another 1950 edition of the 
World Student News, is that cor rect ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes; I am. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 13 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. The Second World Student Congress was noteworthy 
for its denunciations by American students of their own country, 
accusing the United States of aggr ession in Korea 

Mr. Connors. Did Halsted Holman join in the general denuncia- 
tion ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes; he did. After a speech by a Korean colonel the 
American delegation greeted him. 

Mr. Connors. By a Korean colonel do you mean a colonel in the 
Army of North Korea ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes; I do. In his speech the theme was “Death To the 
American Invaders.” 

Mr. Connors. That is, the speech of the North Korean colonel ? 
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Mr. Reep. Yes; Lt. Col. Kan Puk. I hereby submit another docu- 
ment entitled “American Students Repudiate Aggression in Korea.” 

Mr. Connors. Does that article mention Halsted Holman ¢ 

Mr. Reep. It mentions the American delegation. 

Mr. Connors. Was Halsted Holman the head of the American 
delegation ¢ 

Mr. Reep. Halsted Holman was the vice president of the IUS at 
that time, thus, the leading American at the congress. 

Mr. Connors. The leading American of that delegation, is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Reep. Yes. This delegation, the leader of this delegation was 
Chester Davis. 

Mr. Connors. What is Halsted Holman’s connection with that 
delegation ¢ 

Mr. Reep. He was the individual that in reality controlled the or- 
ganization. 1 hereby submit a letter from William I. Holbrook. 

Mr. Connors. Who is William I. Holbrook ¢ 

Mr. Rrep. He attended the Second World Student Congress for the 
National Students Association as only an observer. 

Mr. Connors. What does he say in that letter with respect to Halsted 
Holman / 

Mr. Rreep (reading) : 

I did meet Mr. Holman, who was reelected to the American vice presidency of 
the IUS on behalf of the Committee for International Student Cooperation. In- 
asmuch as 1 was serving as an observer of the National Students Association I 
believe your purposes would best be served by contacting the international office 
at Madison, Wis., to obtain the information you desire. 


Mr. Connors. Are you submitting that ¢ 


Mr. Reep. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. You are submitting for the record a letter written to 
you by William 1. Holbrook dated September 12, 1950 ¢ 

Mr. Reep. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 14 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Connors. Have you any more information dealing directly with 
Halsted Holman, Mr. Reed ¢ 

Mr. Reep. Yes; I do. 

Mr. Connors. Proceed then at your own pace. 

Mr. Reep. Halsted Holman, at the conclusion of the World Stu- 
dent Congress at Prague in 1950 again is mentioned by the World 
Student News in an article entitled *Unscrupulous Behavior of United 
States Press Agencies.” I hereby submit a part of the article. 

Mr. Connors. This is an article from the World Student News, is 
that correct / 

Mr. Reep. Yes; it is. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 15 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Reed, this article describes Holman as the 1US 
vice president from the United States of America. Is that the correct 
designation of his capacity ¢ 

Mr. Reep. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Have you further information concerning Halsted 


Holman, Mr. Reed ? 
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Mr. Reep. Yes; Holman attended in January 1951 a meeting of the 
IUS to prepare for the East Berlin World Youth Festival. He was 
introduced by Gerhardt Eisler. I hereby submit a document from 
Counterattack in regard to an article about Halsted Holman and the 
AIMS convention. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 16 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Reep. Dr. Holman organized the Berlin World Youth Festival. 

Mr. Connors. Was the Berlin World Youth Festival a Communist 
gathering ? 

Mr. Rerp. Yes. The Berlin World Youth Festival was sponsored 
by the World Federation of Democratic Youth and International 
Union of Students. 

Mr. Connors. Both of which are Communist-front organizations? 

Mr. Rerp. Yes. They were the host of the Kast German Commun- 
ist youth group. I hereby submit a document entitled “International 
Festival Committee Holds Second Session.” Dr. Holman is identified 
here beside Liang Ken, representing the All-China Federation of 
Democratic Youth, and Pablo Neruda, one of the cultural leaders of 
the Communists. 

Mr. Connors. Pablo Neruda is from Chile ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes: one of the Communist intellectual leaders. 

Mr. Connors. That will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 17 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Reep. Dr. Holman was one of the American leaders at the 
Berlin World Youth Festival. In a story dated New York Times, 
Monday, August 6, 1951, the reporter wrote the following: 

The United States contingent marched under a banner declaring that ‘““Ameri- 
can Youth Join Hands with the Youth of the World,” and later, speaking over 
the public address system, one of its members whose name is given out by the 
Communists as Miss F'rances Damon, paid the inevitable tribute of all the guests 
to Russian policy. 

“We send greetings to heroic Korea and to our brothers and sisters of the Soviet 
Union, Communist China, and the people’s democracies.” 

Mr. Connors. That reference to the Koreans means to the North 
Korean forces ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. There is only one Korea in the Communist world, 
and that is a Korea which is a Communist Korea. 

What Miss Damon called the shadow of fascism falling across the United 
States prevented, she declared, singer Paul Robeson and novelist Howard Fast 
from attending the festival. 

Both Miss Damon and another of the United States marchers, a tall, slender, 
dark-haired youth, Halsted Holman, are familiar perpetrators of Communist 
propaganda in Germany. 

Mr. Connors. What are you reading from ? 

Mr. Reep. I am reading from the New York Times, Monday, Au- 
gust 6, 1951. 

Mr. Holman has appeared at press conferences held by Gerhardt Eisler, prop- 
aganda chief for the East German Government, in an attempt to demonstrate 
the unity of Communist and United States youth for peace. 

Mr. Connors. You offer this as an exhibit ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 
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(Exhibit No. 18 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. After the Berlin World Youth Festival the TUS held a 
council meeting in Warsaw. 

Mr. Connors. Poland? 

Mr. Reep. In Poland, at which Dr. Holman was again reelected 
vice president of the IUS of the United States. I hereby submit 
another document. 

Mr. Connors. The September 24, 1951, issue of the TUS news serv- 
ice, is that correct ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 

(Exhibit No. 19 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. Dr. Holman attended the World Peace Council meeting 
in Vienna in November 1951, along with Dr. John Kingsbury and 
Rey. John Darr. Dr. Holman, according to one of my sources, was 
a participant at the Welcome Home Rally for the Berlin World Youth 
Festival participants in New York City. 

Mr. Connors. Was he returning home at that time? 

Mr. Rerp. As far as I know he was, but I have no definite proof 
that he is now presently in this country. 

Mr. Connors. What was this Welcome Home Rally that you men- 
tioned, Mr. Reed? 

Mr. Reep. This Welcome Home Rally was organized by the Ameri- 
can Youth Peace Crusade, and at that rally Paul Robeson spoke, and 
also many of the participants of the Berlin World Youth Festival. 

Mr. Connors. Bia Joy Silver attend that? 


Mr. Reep. I heard that Joy Silver attended. 


Mr. Connors. Did Dorothy Gottlieb attend ? 

Mr. Reep. I very well remember that Dorothy Gottlieb attended. 

Mr. Connors. Did Doris Koppelman attend that meeting ? 

Mr. Reep. I recognize that picture appearing with Doris Koppel- 
man in it. 

Mr. Connors. Did Hope Foye attend that meeting? 

Mr. Reep. The Daily Worker stated that she did. 

Mr. Connors. Did you attend that meeting, Mr. Reed ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Connors. Have you further information concerning Halsted 
Holman, Mr. Reed? 

Mr. Reep. I first became acquainted with Dr. Holman when he helped 
organize a chapter of AIMS at my university. At this time he spoke 
with Dr. Theodor Rosebury, formerly an associate professor of bac- 
teriology at Columbia University. It is my opinion that Dr. Holman 
constitutes a threat to our national security since he is a scientifically 
trained man and is an excellent speaker and organizer in youth activi- 
ties in the United States. 

Dr. Rosebury was a sponsor of the Waldorf-Astoria Conference for 
Peace. 

Mr. Connors. And has Dr. Rosebury been identified with other 
Communist fronts ? 

Mr. Rerep. He has been identified with many other Communist 
fronts. In private conferences that I have had with various indi- 
viduals in New York City, Dr. Holman has been spoken of highly. 
Dr. Holman was described as doing outstanding work by Hortense Sie, 
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who also attended the Sofia meeting in 1949 for the Committee of In- 
ternational Student Cooperation. 

I met Miss Sie at the Book Fair, a Communist book shop off Times 
Square. 

Mr. Connors. Now, Mr. Reed, are you acquainted with an indi- 
vidual named Hope Foye? 

Mr. Reep. I am not acquainted with her, but I have had opportuni- 
ties to gain information about her. 

Mr. Connors. What sort of information have you about Hope 
Foye? 

Mr. Reep. Hope Foye, according to the World Student News, 
volume 5, No. 9-10, 1951, in an article on the Berlin Youth Festival, 
is pictured with the caption, “Hope Foye, U. S. A., took the second 
prize in the art competition of the festival for folk singing.” 

Mr. Connors. What festival? 

Mr. Rerp. At the Berlin World Youth Festival, 1951. 

Mr. Connors. I see. 

Mr. Reep. I would like to submit that as an exhibit. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 20 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Reep. Hope Foye is listed for March 15 as an entertainer for 
the Harlem Music Festival and dance. 

Mr. Connors. What was the Harlem Music Festival and dance? 

Mr. Reep. It was sponsored by the Frederick Douglas Educational 
Center, a school for Marxism in Harlem. 

Mr. Connors. Approximately when was that held? 

Mr. Reep. March 15, 1952. 

Mr. Connors. And you have there an exhibit? 

Mr. Reep. I have an exhibit, and I present it for the record. 

Mr. Connors. You are presenting an advertisement of the Fred- 
erick Douglas Educational Center, which advertises a dance to be 
held March 15, is that correct ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 21 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Reep. Hope Foye is also pictured in the New Challenge, in an 
article by Sidney Kramer entitled, “Peace, Hit Song in U.S. S. R.” 

Mr. Connors. You identify one of the people in that picture as 
Hope Foye? 

Mr. Reep. I do not have to identify her because in this article she 
is identified. I also know other individuals pictured in this article. 
I offer this as an exhibit. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 22 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Connors. Have you any further information in conne tion 
with Hope Foye? 

Mr. Reep. No; I have never met her. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Reed, are you acquainted with Joy Silver? 

Mr. Reep. Iam acquainted with Joy Silver. 

Mr. Connors. A few moments ago you introduced the 1951, volume 
5, No. 9. edition of World Student News. I hand you that document 
now and ask you if on page 1 there does not appear a picture of Joy 
Silver? 
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Mr. Reep. There does appear a picture of Joy Silver. I know Joy 
Silver rather well. 

Mr. Connors. When and where did you first meet her? 

Mr. Reep. I first met Joy Silver in the fall of 1950. 

Mr. Connors. Under what circumstances ? 

Mr. Reep. She was then the student director for the American 
Youth for a Free World. At this time she was directly working in 
the distribution of IUS and World Federation of Democratic Youth 
material. 

Mr. Connors. Now the American Youth for a Free World has been 
cited as Communist by the House Committee on Un-American Activ- 
ities and the California Committee on Un-American Activities, is 
that right ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes: it has. The American Youth for a Free World 
was located at 144 Bleecker Street. 

Mr. Connors. New York City? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. This address has been used by many Communist 
youth fronts, including the Congress of American Women, an affiliate 
of the World Federation of the Women’s International Democratic 
Federation; the Polish-American League, affiliate of the American- 
Slav Congress; the preparation committees for the Prague World 
Youth Festival, 1947, for the Budapest World Youth Festival of 
1949, the Prague World Student Congress, 1950, and for the National 
Assembly Against UMT, 1948. Also residing at this office was the 
New York Youth Council and the Youth Sponsoring Committee for 
the Peace Appeal. 

Mr. Connors. How did you happen to meet her in this office, Mr. 
Reed ? 

Mr. Reep. I made many visits to that office to gather material on 
the international youth organizations and their interrel: ationship 
with American youth organizations. I became very well acquainted 
with Miss Dorothy Gottlieb and through her met Miss Joy Silver. 

Mr. Connors. Have you had any conversations with Joy Silver? 

Mr. Reep. Yes; I have had quite a few conversations with Joy 
Silver. 

Mr. Connors. Can you tell the committee what the general tenor of 
these conversations was? 

Mr. Reep. Miss Silver, unlike Miss Gottlieb, did not desire to give 
me IUS material. She stated that this material was reserved for ap- 
proved students. 

Mr. Connors. What did she mean by that? 

Mr. Rrep. She evidently did not believe that I was one of the pro- 
gressive students in New York City. 

Mr. Connors. By the term “progressive students,” you mean what / 

Mr. Reep. Communist students. Miss Silver, however, did give 
me various documents, including the World Student News, but re- 
fused to give me other documents. 

Mr. Connors. Did you discuss the Communist Party with Joy 
Silver? 

Mr. Reep. No; I did not discuss the Communist Party. 

Mr. Connors. Did you discuss Communist fronts with Joy Silver? 

Mr. Reep. Joy Silver is not an individual to do very much of any 
type of talking. However, in 1951 the American Youth for a Free 
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World closed its offices and I next met Miss Joy Silver working in the 
Labor Youth League headquarters at 80 East Eleventh Street. 

Mr. Connors. New York City / 

Mr. Reep. In New York City. In this room, set aside from the 
reception room for the Labor Youth League, Miss Silver was sur- 
rounded by International Union for Students material. Miss Silver 
was a marcher in the May Day parade in 1951. 

Mr. Connors. How do you know that, Mr. Reed ¢ 

Mr. Reep. I met Miss Silver, and she complained to me about her 
feet hurting her. 

Mr. Connors. Did she say at that time that was why her feet were 
hurting her? 

Mr. Rerep. Yes; from marching in the May Day parade. I asked 
her where Miss Dorothy Gottlieb had gone to, but she refused to tell 
me, 

Mr. Connors. Have you any further information concerning Joy 
Silver? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. Miss Silver next was the executive secretary for 
the Committee for World Youth Friendship and Cultural Exchange 
at 106 East Fourteenth Street. 

Mr. Connors. New York City? 

Mr. Reev. New York City. This office was a room in the offices of 
the People’s Artists. 

Mr. Connors. Let me interrupt there a moment. To your knowl- 
edge has Hope Foye ever been affiliated with People’s Artists ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. I hereby submit for your consideration a call to 
the third youth festival of youth and students for peace in which Miss 
Joy Silver is listed as a member of the initiating committee for the 
United States. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 23 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Connors. Do you have further information now with respect 
to Joy Silver? 

Mr. Reep. I have seen Miss Silver on three occasions at this com- 
mittee for the Berlin world youth festival. Miss Silver was one of 
the group that screened American students who desired to attend 
the Berlin world youth festival. 

Mr. Connors. What do you mean when you say that she screened 
these individuals? 

Mr. Reep. Any individual desiring to go to the festival had to go 
to this office where he was asked about what organizations he be- 
longed to, and about his activities and his references. 

Mr. Connors. Was this for the purpose of obtaining a visa to go 
to the Berlin world youth festival ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes; I believe it was. 

Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge and belief is Joy 
Silver a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Reep. I do not know whether she is a member of the Com- 
munist Party; but from her actions I would think she is. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have any further information concerning 
Joy Silver? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. Miss Joy Silver and Dorothy Gottlieb attended the 
Young People’s General Assembly for Peace meeting held in New 
York City in the spring of 195i. 
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Mr. Connors. Mr. Reed, you have mentioned Dorothy Gottlieb. 
Would you continue to develop what information you have concerning 
her? 

Mr. Reep. Miss Dorothy Gottlieb attended the Prague world youth 
festival of 1947 and is listed as a delegate to this ‘conference in a 
booklet entitled “World Youth Festival, Prague, 1947,” “The Bright 
Face of Peace.” This world youth festival had also a delegation 
from AIMS and also was attended by Miss Doris Senk, chairman, 
United States delegation to the world youth festival, American Youth 
for a Free World, at which time she was the executive secretary. 

Another participant at this world youth festival was David Latti- 
more. 

Mr. Connors. Who is David Lattimore? 

Mr. Reep. Of Putney School, Ruxton, Md. He is the 15-year-old 
son—I believe he was the 15-year old son of Owen Lattimore. 

Mr. Connors. You mean he was 15 years old at that time? 

Mr. Reep. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. Continue with Dorothy Gottlieb. 

Mr. Reep. Miss Gottlieb attended the Brooklyn Collere in New 
York, and after Miss Senk left the American Youth for a Free World 
in 1949, Miss Gottlieb succeeded her as the executive secretary for 
the American Youth for a Free World. 

In a letter to me from Frances Damon, who is the American rep- 

resentative of the World Federation of Democratic Youth, Dorothy 
Gottlieb is described as the following: 

DEAR FRIEND: As American representative to the World Federation of Dem- 
ocratic Youth I have been informed that you are interested in receiving infor- 
mation concerning the World Federation of Democratic Youth. I would suggest 
that it is possible for you to obtain all current publications, news of activity, 
and so forth, from Miss Dorothy Gottlieb, executive secretary of American Youth 
for a Free World, 144 Bleecker Street, New York, N. Y. American Youth for a 
Free World has served as a coordinating committee in the United States for 
World Federation of Democratic Youth Activities. 

I understand that you are particularly anxious to have news on the Budapest 
world youth festival. We expect shortly to have a festival book in English, and 
it will be available through American Youth for a Free World. 

Miss Damon, who signed this letter. has been identified as a Com- 
munist Party member by Herbert Philbrick of the New England area. 

Mr. Connors. Do you want to introduce that letter as an exhibit? 

Mr. Reep. Yes: I do. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 24 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. Miss Damon attended also the 1949 Budapest world 
youth festival and the Berlin world youth festival of 1951. Miss 
Damon is the counterpart in the World Federation of Democratic 
Youth to Dr. Halsted Holman, who is the vice president for the 
United States in the International Union of Students. 

Mr. Connors. Now, have you further information with respect to 
Dorothy Gottlieb ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. The Americ: an Youth for a Free World has been 
used as a clearing point for visas to Hungary and Czechoslovakia for 
these world youth festivals. I hereby submit letters to prove its part 
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in the organizations of the Budapest world youth festival. In a letter 
to me Miss Doris Senk stated : 

And lastly we must have your passport data as quickly as possible, for other- 
wise you will not be able to get your Hungarian visa. They must be applied for 
within the coming week, Wednesday, June 29, as a matter of fact. 

Mr. Connors. Who signed that letter ? 

Mr. Rrep. Miss Doris Senk, executive sec retary of the American 
Youth for a Free World. 

Mr. Connors. Was Dorothy Gottlieb working for American Youth 
for a Free World? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. That letter was in response to a letter from you 
about getting a visa? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. Miss Gottlieb handled with Hortense Sie the 
Czechoslovakian visas, and I have letters to prove this. 

Mr. Connors. Where are those letters, Mr. Reed ? 

Mr. Reev. They are now in the files of the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities. 

Mr. Connors. That letter you quoted will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 25 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. I also have another letter signed by Miss Doris Senk 
entitled “United States Office World Youth and Student F estival,” 
requesting passport information. I wish to present that document. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 26 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. This office at 144 Bleecker Street was also used as a con- 
tact office for the Association of Interns and Medical Students and 
in letters from Sheppard Carl Theirman to me he states that visas 
should be obtained from this office. 

Mr. Connors. What office does he mean ? 

Mr. Rerep. The American Youth for a Free World. Sheppard Carl 
Theirman later became the cochairman of the American delegation 
at the Budapest world youth festival. At this time he was the vice 
president for international activities for AIMS. Dr. Theirman, be- 
cause of his tactics in Budapest, is described in an article by Victor 
Renamer in the Saturday Evening Post. 

Dr. Theirman was invited by the Department of State, United 
States National Commission of UNESCO, before this conference to 
attend a meeting of UNESCO. I hereby submit a document to that 
effect. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 27 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Connors. Now the document which you just submitted as an 
exhibit is the April 1949 edition of AIMS Pulse, is that right? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. 

Dr. Theirman was discharged by Dr. Marcus Kogel, K-o-g-e-], of 
New York City because of his activities. 

Mr. Connors. What position did Theirman hold at that time? 

Mr. Reep. He was the vice president for international activities for 
AIMS. 

Mr. Connors. Who is Dr. Kogel? 
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Mr. Reep. He is the commissioner of hospitals for New York City. 

Mr. Connors. I see. What position did Kogel discharge Theirman 
from ? 

Mr. Reep. His internship. 

Mr. Connors. What hospital? 

Mr. Reep. Kings County Hospital. Miss Doris Senk in a letter 
dated June 14 identifies Sheppard Carl Theirman. I hereby submit 
this letter. 

Mr. Connors. It identifies him as what? 

Mr. Reep. As the contact with the AIMS group. 

Mr. Connors. That letter will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 28 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Reed, let us get back to Dorothy Gottlieb if you 
please. Do you have further information on Dorothy Gottlieb? 

Mr. Reep. Yes; I have. Dorothy Gottlieb was the executive secre- 
tary of the Youth Sponsoring Committee for the World Peace Appeal, 
the offices of which were at 144 Bleecker Street, New York City. From 
this office were published bulletins describing the activities of the 
youth groups to promote the Stockholm peace petition. 

At the same time that the Stockholm peace petition was being 
circulated in this office resided the sponsoring committee for the See- 
ond World Student Conference, Prague, 19: 50. I hereby submit two 
documents showing the relationship of the U. S. Sponsoring Com- 
mittee for World Peace Appeal and the U.S. delegation to the Second 
World Student Congress. 

Mr. Connors. Those documents will be accepted. The first docu- 
ment is entitled ““Temporary Sponsoring Committee, U. 8. Delegation 
to the Second World Student C ongress,” and is dated May 12, 1§ 150, 

(Exhibit No. 29 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Connors. The second document is entitled “Activities for Peace 
and Friendship with the Students of the World.” 

(Exhibit No. 30 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. Also at 144 Bleecker Street resided a Committee for In- 
ternational Student Cooperation. 

Mr. Connors. Was Dorothy Gottlieb connected with that organiza- 
tion ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes, she was connected with that organization. 

Mr. Connors. What office did she have in this organization ? 

Mr. Reep. She was in charge of the office, and ‘that group Was in 
that office. She gave the orders. Dorothy Gottlieb sent out letters 
throughout the United States protesting the French expulsion of the 
World Federation of Democratic Youth headquarters in Paris in 
1951. Miss Gottlieb is now employed by the Louis Weinstock Defense 
Committee at 80 East Eleventh Street. 

Mr. Connors. New York City? 

Mr. Reep. New York City. 

Mr. Connors. What is that committee, Mr. Reed ? 

Mr. Reep. This is a committee for the defense of the 17 Communist 
leaders under indictment for violation of the Smith Act. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Reed, have you information with respect to a girl 
named Doris Koppelman ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes; I have an acquaintance with Miss Doris Koppelman. 
I first met Miss Koppelman at the New York headquarters of the 
Young People’s General Assembly for Peace. In my conversations 
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with Miss Koppelman she described the Chicago meeting of the Young 
People’s General Assembly for Peace held from January 5 to 7, 1951. 
This group was organized at an executive meeting of the Committee 
for Peaceful Alternatives. <A letter was signed by Rev. Massie Ken- 
nard, Rev. Donald L. Mathews, and Doris Koppelman, initiating this 
organization. To quote from the letter: 

Therefore, when an executive meeting of the committee for peaceful alterna- 
tives took place on September 27 and 28, and a few young people in this executive 
came into New York, the 10 of us from this and other peace endeavors met, put 
our heads together and through our desires and hopes for peace emerged the 
idea of the Young People’s General Assembly for Peace. 

Rev. Massie Kennard toured Russia with Dr. Willard Uphouse 
in 1950. I hereby submit the letter. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 31 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Connors. This is a letter dated December 1, 1950, captioned 
“Dear Friend.” 

Mr. Reep. I also submit a list of the executive board of the Com- 
mittee for Peaceful Alternatives with identification of individuals in 
the Young People’s General Assembly for Peace. 

Mr. Connors. That will be accepted. 

(Exhibit No. 32 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Connors. What is the connection if any between the Commit- 
tee for Peaceful Alternatives and the Young People’s General Assem- 
bly for Peace? 

Mr. Reep. This letter suggests that the initiating members for the 
Young People’s General Assembly for Peace were sponsors of the 
Committee for Peaceful Alternatives. When the Young People’s 
General Assembly for Peace was unable to pay its rent at its address 
at Nassau Street, the organization moved to the oflices of the New York 
Committee for Peaceful Alternatives. 

Mr. Connors. All right, now continue with respect to Doris Koppel- 
man. 

Mr. Reep. Miss Koppelman gave me the following document: “Call 
to a Young People’s General Assembly for Peace, January 5-6-7, 
1951.” She in her own handwriting identified the leaders of the 
Young People’s General Assembly for Peace. 

Mr. Connors. Do you submit this as an exhibit ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 

(Exhibit No. 33 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Connors. This handwriting at the bottom of this exhibit has 
been identified by you as the handwriting of Doris Koppelman; is 
that right ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. She wrote that for me. She identifies herself as 
the head of the eastern division of the Young People’s General Assem- 
bly for Peace. 

Mr. Connors. Will you continue, if you please. 

Mr. Rerep. Miss Koppelman also described to me the efforts of the 
group. One delegation visited Representative Carl Vinson and the 
State Department. Another delegation, headed by Douglas Glasgow, 
visited the United Nations, where they met Sir Benegal Rau, of India; 
Mr. Tsaropkin, of the Soviet Union; and Dr. Rowe, of the United 
States. 
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Mr. Connors. What is the purpose of these visits # 

Mr. Reep. The purpose of these visits was to influence the delibera- 
tions of the delegates of the United Nations. 

Mr. Connors. Influence : along what lines ? 

Mr. Reep. Along the policies of the Soviet Union. Miss Koppel- 
man told me that every effort should be made for the admission of 
Communist China into the United Nations. I hereby submit a peace 
letter calling for a dance conference, February 25, in New York City, 
given to me by Miss Doris Koppelman. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 

(Exhibit No. 34 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Reep. I attended this conference. 

Mr. Connors. What conference is this? 

Mr. Rerep. The conference and dance for the New York committee 
of the Young People’s General Assembly for Peace. The chairman 
of the opening session was Mrs. Frances White. The report of the 
general assembly in Chicago was presented by Miss Renee Shapiro 
and Theodore Shipp. 

Mr. Connors. Doris Koppelman, was she there ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes; Miss Koppelman was the leader throughout the 
organization meeting. 

Mr. Douglas Glasgow presented a report of the delegation to the 
United Nations and Miss Evelyn Hamisch gave the report of the dele- 
gation to Washington. The theme throughout the meeting was the 
admission of Communist China to the United Nations against what 
they termed the remilitarization of West Germany and the adoption 
of the Russian proposals for peace. 

Mr. Connors. Did Doris Koppelman make any speeches? 

Mr. Rerep. Yes; she did; she made the summary speech, in which 
she stated that the Young People’s General Assembly for Peace was 
going to be a much larger organization. 

Mr. Connors. That will be accepted. 

(Exhibit No. 34 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Connors. Now, did her speech follow the Communist Party 
line as far as you could determine ¢ 

Mr. Rerp. Yes; she followed it in every respect. Miss Koppelman, 
however, later in conference with me by telephone, said this meeting 
set back the Young People’s General Assembly for Peace—set them 
back some $200. 

Mr. Connors. Has Miss Koppelman ever admitted to you that she 
was a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Reep. No. Miss Koppelman was a signer of the American Peace 
Appeal and ran for office in the American ‘Labor Party in the Bronx. 

It is not surprising, considering the presence of Miss Joy Silver and 
Miss Dorothy Gottlieb, that the Young People’s General Assembly 
for Peace should be written up by the World Student News. I hereby 
submit a copy of the World Student News, volume 5, No. 4, 1951, in 
which the Young People’s General Assembly for Peace is described. 

In the preparations for the Berlin world youth festival in East 
Berlin in January 1951, praise was given for the Young People’s Gen- 
eral Assembly for Peace. 

Mr. Connors. You offer that as an exhibit ? 

Mr. Rerp. I want to submit that. 

Mr. Connors. That will be received. 
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(Exhibit No. 36 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. Frances White visited me at the headquarters of the New 
York Committee for Peaceful Alternatives to attend the Berlin world 
— festival, stating that the Young People’s General Assembly for 

ace Was sending a delegation of 15 people to this festival. I hereby 
Gente a document from the New Ch: allenge identifying both Frances 
White and Miss Doris Koppelman as travelers to the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Reed, that document has been introduced before 
and marked as “Exhibit 22”; is that right? 

Mr. Reep. Yes. 

In the Daily Compass an advertisement states that Miss Koppelman 
would relate her experiences at the world youth peace congress. 
hereby submit a copy. 

Mr. Connors. That will be received. Do you have any idea of the 
date of this? 

Mr. Reep. No; I have only the advertisement. 

(Exhibit No. 37 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Connors. Have you any other information about Doris Kop- 
pelman ? 

Mr. Rarp. I have no more information at all. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Reed, have you any information concerning 
Sidney Kramer ? 

Mr. Reep. I know that Sidney Kramer is a leader in the Labor 
Youth League and that also Mr. Sidney Kramer wrote articles in the 
New Challenge on the Berlin youth festival. 

Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Mr. Sidney Kramer ? 

Mr. Reep. I am not. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Reed, are you acquainted with Leon Wofsy ? 

Mr. Reep. I am not acquainted with Leon Wofsy except that Leon 
Wofsy was a signer of the World Youth Appeal and a leader in the 
Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Reed, are you acquainted with Douglas Glasgow, 
whom you mentioned before ? 

Mr. Reap. Yes: I am acquainted with Douglas Glasgow. 

Mr. Connors. What general information do you have with respect 
to Douglas Glasgow ? 

Mr. Reep. My first connection with Douglas Glasgow occurred in 
1950 when an organization called the Conference for Democracy in 
Edueation was organized. This conference was first organized by the 
Association of Interns and Medical Students and by the Student 
National Lawyers Guild. <A call for a conference on democracy in 
education was issued for Columbia University. I hereby submit a 
call for this conference. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 38 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. On that document is the name Irving Glasgow, the 
brother of Douglas Glasgow. 

Mr. Connors, Have you had any other dealings with Douglas Glas- 
gow, Mr. Reed ? 
~ Mr. Reep. Yes. This Conference on Democracy in Education was 
denied privileges at both Columbia University and at NYU. However. 
at a meeting held at Union Theological Seminary the committee was 
reestablished, and at this committee both Irving Glasgow and Douglas 
Glasgow were present. During this meeting there was much dissension 
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between the Communists and anti-Communist organizations, and Mr. 
Glasgow screamed that undemocratic forces were trying to take over 
the conference after the conference refused to recognize Mr. Robert 
Fogel, a leader in the Labor Youth League. 

Douglas Glasgow later was a signer of the World Youth Appeal 
and a sponsor of the Y oung People’s General Assembly for Peace. 
One of Mr. Glasgow’s activities now is in regard to the American 
Youth Peace Crusade, of which he is the chairman. The American 
Youth Peace Crusade is one of the galaxy of the Communist peace 
fronts under the American peace c rusade. Its offices now are at 111 
West F orty- -second Street. 

Mr. Connors. In New York City? 

Mr. Reep. In New York City. In the same offices also reside the 
following: Committee for Democratic Far Eastern Policy, the New 
York Labor Conference for Peace, and a new initi: iting committee for 
the defense of children. 

Mr. Connors. Is this latter committee also a Communist front ? 

Mr. fon. Everything in that office is Communist front; there is no 
doubt about it. 

Mr. Glasgow attended the Berlin world youth festival. The Amer- 
ican Youth Peace Crusade sponsored the Berlin world youth festival, 
and in the headquarters a sign advertised the festival. The Berlin 
world youth festival participants were welcomed in a welecome-home 
rally on December 7. I hereby submit a letter signed by Douglas 
Glasgow to this effect. Also in this document there is praise of the 
Berlin world youth festival. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 39 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. In September 1951 the American Youth Congress planned 
to have a world youth festival in New York City. However, the plans 
were unsuccessful. I hereby submit an envelope in which Mr. Douglas 
G. is imprinted. I believe Mr. Glasgow also received Inter national 
Union of Students material. 

Mr. Connors. It will be received. 

(Exhibit No. 40 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. I hereby submit a picture of the world youth festival 
welcome-home rally from the Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Connors. Is Douglas Glasgow in that picture ? 

Mr. Reep. Yes; he is. 

Mr. Connors. It will be accepted. 

(Exhibit No. 41 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. | attended this weleome-home rally and heard speeches 
by Miss Joy Silver, Miss Aimee Mallard, and also toured the meeting 
and saw the exhibits presented. One of the series of pictures show ed 
that some 45 of the Berlin world youth festival participants took the 
Batory from France to Gdynia. Also prominently displayed were the 
documents of the International Union of Students and World Federa- 
tion of Democratic Youth, most of which documents I also possess. 

Mr. Conners. Mr. Reed, have you any information dealing with 
Joseph Bucholt, B-u-c-h-o-l-t ? 

Mr. Reep. I have two documents which Mr. Joseph Bucholt has 
signed under the auspices of the Committee To Stop Censorship 
of Youth. Other signers of this document include the following 
individuals whom | identified previously: Hope Foye, Doris Kop- 
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pelman, Joy Silver, and Miss Dorothy Gottlieb. You will find the 
identification of the organizations which they represent. I offer it. 

Mr. Conners. It will be accepted. 

(Exhibit No. 41 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Reed, have you any information dealing with 
David M-c-C-a-n-n-s? 

Mr. Reep. David MceCanns, who was a prominent leader for the 
Conference for Democracy in Education, attended a World Federa- 
tion of Democratic Youth meeting in China in October 1950. I hereby 
submit a copy of the Communist magazine, People’s China, entitled 
“World Federation of Democratic Youth De ‘legates Farewell Mes- 
sage.” 

Mr. Connors. The exhibit will be accepted. 

(Exhibit No. 43 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files. ) 

Mr. Reep. This letter is signed by Miss Selma Weiss, United States 
of America, and David Graham MeCanns. In this letter the follow- 
ing is stated : 

We are convinced that the visit of the delegation of the World Federation 
of Democratic Youth to China has further strengthened the friendship be- 
tween the democratic youth of the world and the youth of China and that is a 
new contribution made by the World Federation of Democratic Youth to 
fight for peace. 

Mr. Connors. That will be accepted. 

(Exhibit No. 44 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Reep. In a signed letter also appearing in another issue of 
the People’s China, dated November 16, 1950, David McCanns writes 
the following: 

Let the imperialistic warmongers of my country take notice. An army 
whose men and women understand why they fight, and army whose men and 
women are united firmly with the people, an army whose men and women 
are themselves united under the leadership of Chairman Mao Tse-tung and the 
Central People’s Government—such an army is invincible. Such an army stands 
in the front lines in defense of the People’s Republic of China, against the 
provocations of the imperialists. Such an army stands in defense of the de- 
sires of the working people of China and of the whole world for a lasting peace 
and a bright future! 

Mr. Connors. That will be accepted. 

(Exhibit No. 45 was marked and filed in the subcommittee files.) 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Reed, the Subcommittee on Internal Security 

rants to express its deepest appreciation for your help and for the 
sodllenbiy which you have given. You will be disch: arged from your 
subpena. 

(Whereupon, at 3:25 p. m., the subcommittee was recessed, subject 
to the call of the Chair. ) 
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UnIrep STATES SENATE, 
SuscomMirree To INVESTIGATE THE ADMINISTRATION 
or THE INTERNAL Securiry Act AND OrueEer INTERNAL 
Srecuriry Laws or THE COMMITTEE ON THE JJ UDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met at 10 a. m., pursuant to notice, in room 155, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Arthur V. Watkins presiding. 

Present : Senator Watkins. 

Also present: Richard Arens, staff director; Donald B. Connors, 
Jr., Frank W. Schroeder, Edward R. Duffy, Mitchel M. Carter, and 
Winton H. King, professional staff members; and Ashley Nicholas, 
Assistant Chief, Passport Division, Department of State. 

Senator Wark! vs. The conunittee will be in SeSSI10i1. 

Mr. Carter, do you have a witness ¢ 

Mr. Carrer. Yes, sir. 

Senator Warkrns. Will you be sworn? Do you swear that the 
testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Houtman. I do. 





TESTIMONY OF HALSTED REID HOLMAN, M. D., SAN FRANCISCO, 


CALIF., ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL MARSHALL PERLIN, NEW 
YORK, N. Y. 


Mr. Connors. Will you identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation ¢ 

Dr. Houtman. My name is Dr. Halsted Reid Holman, Iam a physi- 
cian. My residence is 722 Funston Avenue, San Francisco, Calif. 

Mr. Connors. The middle name is R-e-i-d ? | 

Dr. Hotman. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. When and where were you born ? 

Dr. Hotman. Cleveland, Ohio, the 17th of January 1925. 

Mr. Connors. What has been your education ? 

Dr. Hotman. Do you mean by schools? 

Mr. Connors. By schools. 

Dr. Hotman, I attended Stanford University, the University of 
California of Los Angeles, and the Medical School at Yale. ; 

Mr. Connors. When did you graduate from Yale? 

Dr. Horman. In June 1949. 
Mr. Connors. You received an M. D. degree ? 












284 COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


Dr. Hotman. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Did you intern any place? 

Dr. Hotman. No;I didnot intern. I have been doing postgraduate 
research in biochemistry. 

Mr. Connors. What did you do after 1949? 

Dr. Hotman. Do you mean exactly what I did? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Dr. Hotman. I went to the Carlsberg Laboratories in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, as a research fellow in biochemistry. 

Mr. Connors. When did you arrive in Copenhagen 4 

Dr. Hotman. The exact date I don’t remember, but it was in the 
summer of 1949 or the early fall. 

Mr. Connors. Did you apply for a passport in the United States 
Department of State on or about June 2, 1948? 

Dr. Hotman. Yes; because I received it June 7. 

Mr. Connors. Do you recall, Dr. Holman, what you listed on your 
passport application by way of countries which you intended to visit? 

r. Hotman. I don’t recall exactly but if I remember correctly, I 
stated that I was planning to visit all European countries. I don’t 
remember exactly, though. 

Mr. Perttiy. I wonder if you would have a copy of the application # 
It might be used to refresh the witness’ recollection. 

Mr. Connors. We are asking him for his recollection. 

Mr. Perit. It is a number of years back. 

Mr. Connors. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Connors. What is your present occupation, Doctor? 

Dr. Hotman. At the present moment I am visiting at the Monte- 
fiore Hospital in New York. 

Mr. Connors. Are you married? 

Dr. Hotman. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. What is your wife’s name? 

Dr. Hotman. Barbara Marie Lucas Holman. 

Mr. Connors. Dr. Holman, would you be good enough to tell us 
what you did after you arrived in C openhagen, Denmark ? 

Dr. Hotman. Of course, the first thing I did was to do research in 
the laboratories. At the same time during the course of our stay in 
Europe we traveled very extensively, but I am not exac tly sure. 

Could you clarify that a bit more? 

Mr. Connors. Perhaps I can do it better by asking specific ques- 
tions. Did your wife accompany you to Denmark ? 

Dr. Hotman. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Did anyone else accompany you to Denmark? 

Dr. HotmaAn. No. 

Mr. Connors. You went to Copenhagen and worked in the Carls- 
berg Laboratories / 

Dr. Hotman. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. How long did you work in Carlsberg? 

Dr. Hotman. One yea 

Mr. Connors. Until sisewibsitelcinals June 1950? 

Dr. Horman. No; until September, I believe, 1950. 

Mr. Connors. Where did you go in September 1950? 
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Dr. Hotman. From September of 1950, approximately, until I re- 
turned to this country in December last, we were traveling around very 
many European countries. 

Mr. Connors. Could you recall where you went from Denmark, to 
what country ? 

Dr. Hotman. I went to Czechoslovakia. 

Mr. Connors. How long did you stay there ? 

Dr. Hotman. At that time I don’t recall, because during the course 
of the succeeding year we traveled very extensively through a number 
of countries and came back to Czechoslovakia and left it fr equently. 

Mr. Connors. Maybe I can refresh your recollection there. Did you 
go to Bucharest on or about January 27, 1951? 

Dr. Hotman. At that time I did go to Bucharest in my capacity as 
a vice president of the Inter national Union of Students, or about that 
time. I don’t recall exactly the date, but it was for the occasion of 
the ninth world university winter games. 

Mr. Connors. Were you in East Berlin, Germany, on or about 
January 19, 1951? 

Dr. Hotman. Let me recollect the dates. 

Mr. Pern. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record. ) 

Dr. Hotman. Yes; again in my capacity as the vice president of 
the International Union of Students I was attending the executive 
committee meetings in Berlin about that time. 

Mr. Connors. Dr. Holman, were you in Prague in February 1951? 

Dr. Hotman. I am sorry; I don’t remember. I can remember the 
events but I can’t remember the times. 

Mr. Connors. Were you in Warsaw in August or September of 
1951? 

Dr. Hotman. Yes; again in my capacity as a vice president of the 
International Union of Students, I attended the council meeting of 
that union in Warsaw about that time. 

Mr. Connors. Were you in China at any time ? 

Dr. Hotman. No; I was not. 

Mr. Connors. Were you in Moscow at any time? 

Dr. Hotman. Yes; in my capacity again as a vice president of the 
International Union of Students, I ‘attended an executive meeting in 
Moscow in April 1950, approximately. 

Mr. Connors. Were you at one time president of the Association 
of Interns and Medical Students ? 

Dr. Hotman. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. That is commonly called AIMS ? 

Dr. Horman. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. When were you elected president of AIMS ? 

Dr. Hoitman. I am sorry. I don’t remember exactly, but it was 
either 1946 or 1947. 

Mr. Connors. Did your travel in Europe have any connection with 
your office as president of AIMS ? 

Dr. Hotman. Travel at what time? 

Mr. Connors. At any time. 

Dr. Hotman. In 1948 I attended the International Clinical Con- 
gress in London, or rather in England, in Oxford, Birmingham, and 
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London, as the president of AIMS. Other than that trip to Europe 
I did not travel at any other time. That was during the summer, and 
I returned that summer in my capacity as president of AIMS. 

Mr. Connors. Are you still president rot AIMS? 

Dr. Horman. No; I am not, and I have not been since December of 
1948. I believe that is the date. 

Mr. Connors. You mentioned a moment ago an office you held in the 
International Union of Students. What was that office? 

Dr. Hotman. Vice president. 

Mr. Connors. Was that not vice president from the United States? 

Dr. Hotman. It is officially titled “vice president.” It so happens 
there is a representation from different countries, but the official title 
is “vice president.’ 

Mr. Connors. You were the only vice president of IUS from the 
United States ? 

Dr. Hotman. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. But there were other vice presidents from other 
countries ? 

Dr. Hotman. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. What other nations had vice presidents of IUS, to 
the best of your recollection ? 

Dr. Hotman. While I was, or preceding ? 

Mr. Connors. While you were. 

Dr. Horman. Great Britain; France, I believe; China; Soviet 
Union; Cuba. I think that is all. 

Mr. Connors. What at that time were the policies and aims of IUS? 
What is the purpose of the organization ? 


Dr. Hotman. May I refer to the constitution, please? Do you wish 
me to read it ? 

Mr. Connors. If you feel that is the best way to answer the question. 

Dr. Hotman. The preamble states in part: 


The purpose of the International Union of Students, which is founded upon 
the representative student organizations of different countries, shall be to defend 
the rights and interests of students, to promote improvement in their welfare 
and standard of education, and to prepare them for their tasks as democratic 
citizens. 


Section 3 of the constitution, entitled “Aims”: 


The aims of the IUS shall be (a) to be the representative organization of the 
democratic students of the whole world who work for progress: in this way to 
help solve the problems of all students, 

(bv) To secure for all people the right and possibility of primary, secondary, and 
higher education regardless of sex, economic circumstances, social standing, 
political conviction, religion, color, or race; and to secure for students an exten- 
sive system of state scholarships and family allowances, wherever necessary, the 
provision of textbooks and school supplies free of charge, and all other means 
of assuring their material independence. 

(c) To assure to all students the best possible living conditions and facilities 
for the maintenance of health. 

(d) To promote among students an appreciation of the cultures of all peoples 
and the love of freedom and democracy. 

(e) To endeavor to bring about the formation of unified and fully representa- 
tive student organizations which are democratic in character and work for 
progress. 

(f) To promote friendship between the students of all the world. 

(g) To provide the means of cooperation between actively democratic, na- 
tionally representative student organizations. 

(h) To promote the cooperation of students with other youth, and to work for 
the development in students of a sense of responsibility toward society. 
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(i) To give active support to all governments and social organizations which 
strive for peace and security: to this end, to fight for the eradication of every 
vestige of Fascist ideology and oppression from all educational institutions; to 
combat all forms of discrimination, the falsification of science, and the propaga- 
tion of theories of racial superiority. 

Mr. Connors. Will you pause there and explain what you mean by 
Fascist ideology ? 

Dr. Hotman. I am just reading to you from the constitution. 

Mr. Connors. I know, but you are vice president of that organiza- 
tion, and I wonder if you would explain the meaning of that term. 

Dr. Horman. Excuse me one moment. 

(Conferring with counsel.) 

The first point in definition of Fascist ideology, and I state this is 
now my definition, (1) to point to the regime suc h'as the Nazi regime 
in Germany, the regime in Japan during and prior to the last war, the 
regime in Italy in Mussolini, and the present regime in Spain under 
Franco. 

What characterizes these regimes is, first, that they make war upon 
other people; secondly, that they deprive citizens of their rights not 
only to democratic expression but to a democratic education which 
we are concerned with. 

Mr. Connors. Do you include the present regime in Soviet Russia 
in the same category as the Fascist regime in Germany under Hitler? 

Dr. Hotman. I do not. 

Mr, Connors. Have you finished characterizing the aims and ob- 
jectives. 

Dr. Hotman. May I continue? 

(j) To represent the interest of students in international affairs, to bring 
before international organizations the problems of students, and to publicize 
in all spheres the most urgent needs of students. 

(k) To assist the students of colonial, semicolonial, and dependent countries 
to attain their full social, economic, and educational development; to this end, 
to render to the students and peoples of these countries all possible assistance in 
their struggle for freedom and independence. 

(1) To urge that advances in science and culture be publicized and employed 
in the service of humanity and world peace. 

That concludes the section on aims and objectives. 

Mr. Connors. Was there a youth convention in Prague in 1949? 

Dr. Horman. No; there was not, to the best of my recollection. 

Mr. Connors. Was there, to the best of your recollection, at any 
time a youth convention in Prague? 

Dr. Hotman. A youth or student convention ? 

Mr. Connors. Was there a student convention ? 

Dr. Hotman. Yes; in 1946 there was the first world student congress 
and in 1950 the second world student congress. 

Mr. Connors. Did you attend either one of those student con- 
gresses ? 

Dr. Hotman. In my capacity as a vice president of the IUS, I at- 
tended the second one in Prague in the summer of 1950. 

Mr. Connors. Was IUS actively represented there at that time? 

Dr. Hotman. IUS? 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Dr. Houtman. It was their congress. 

Mr. Connors. The 1US called the congress ? 
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Dr. Hotman. It was the second world student congress of the IUS. 
Mr. Connors. To the best of your knowledge, was there anyone 
there at Prague from the United States with the exception of yourself ? 

Dr. Hotman. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Arens. Counsel can advise you, and counsel can inform you as 
to your constitutional rights, but we will not permit counsel to have 
other consultation with the witness during this session. 

Mr. Peruin. I assume there is no limitation on the moments that I 
can confer he him in reply to his question and be of help to him? 

Mr. Arens. I think my explanation as to the rights of counsel is 
clear. Finceaal has no rights. He is here only at the grace of the 
subcommittee. I think that is clear. Counsel will abide by the ad- 
monition which has been given. 

Mr. Perurn. The record should show there has been, on the basis of 
prior conferences, no basis for making such an assertion with the im- 
plication that that has been done. 

Mr. Connors. It is just an admonition. 

Dr. Hotman. May I confer, please? 

Mr. Arens. I think you are doing what I admonished you not to 
do, having a prolonged consultation here, Counsel. The reason why 
we permit counsel to be present at all is to advise the witness of his 
constitutional rights. We may even suggest that, if this continues, 
counsel’s advice will be given audibly and counsel be required to re- 
move himself physically. from the presence of the witness. We are 
here to develop facts, and we are not going to have this witness or 
any other witness before the Internal Secur ‘ity Subcommittee be sub- 
jected to suggestions or ideas by counsel as to what he is going to say 
to this subcommittee. 

Let us proceed. 

Dr. Hotman. I am asking questions as to my constitutional rights. 
On the ground that I understand that this committee and other com- 
mittees are concerning themselves with the travel of American stu- 
dents to Europe with a possible view of charging them with some sort 
of criminal action regarding obtaining passports, I would not like to 
answer this question, because it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. Have you committed any crime? 

Dr. Hotman. Excuse me, please. 

Mr. Arens. After this I am going to suggest, I am going to require 
that, so far as the province of this staff is concerned, counsel’s sugges- 
tions to the witness with reference to the witness’ constitutional rights 
be made audibly. 

Mr. Perry. That is not the right of consultation. 

Mr. Arens. There is no right to consultation before this subeom 
mittee. Counsel is here only at the grace of the Internal Security 
Subcommittee. 

Mr. Perurn. All I can say is it is my impression that he has an 
absolute right to counsel and consultation with counsel. Consultation 
with counsel means— 

Mr. Arens. I will inform counsel he is in error. We are not going 
to prolong this. We have better things to do and more things to do 
than argue with you. If you do not “want to abide by what we are 
telling you, you are going to leave the room. 

Mr. Pert. I think the record should indicate—— 
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Mr. Arens. We are running this. 

Mr. Peruri. I don’t think there is any need for such aggressive 
behavior. 

Dr. Hotman. I do need the advice of counsel. 

Mr. Arens. We are not going to quibble with you. We are here to 
get the facts. If the answers to the questions which we ask might 
tend to incriminate or might jeopardize you from the standpoint of a 
criminal prosecution, } you assert your rights. That is all. We are not 
going to put up with this. We are here to get the facts and protect 
the internal secur ity of this Nation. 

Dr. Hotman. I am perfectly willing to testify. 

Mr. Connors. The question was, at the Prague conference which 
you attended in 1950 as a representative of IUS, were there other 
United States citizens / 

Dr. Hotman. I answered that. 

Mr. Connors. What was your answer / 

Dr. Hotman. Because it is my understanding that this committee 
and other committees at the present time are engaged in investiga- 
tions with a view of charging individual students from the United 
States who travel abroad with one or another form of criminal action 
in obtaining their passports, I would not wish to reply to that ques- 
tion on the ground it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Connors. Mr. Arens asked you if you had committed a crime. 

Dr. Houtman. My answer is as far as I know, absolutely not. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you get the idea this Internal Security Sub- 
committee is aa to get students who have traveled abroad / 

Dr. Houtman. I perhaps should have said youth, but, as I wre T- 
stand it, there are extensive hearings going’on with other youth i 
the country who have traveled abroad. I have read that in the news- 
papers, 

Mr. Connors. Did you at any time attend a convention of students 
or of youth in Budapest ? 

Dr. Horman. To the best of my knowledge, no. 

Mr. Connors. Did you at any time attend a convention of students 
or of youth in Berlin? 

Dr. Horman. Yes, again in my capacity as a vice president of the 
International Union of Students, I attended the third world festival 
in Berlin the summer of last year. 

Mr. Connors. 1951? 

Dr. Hotman. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. The third festival. The second festival was in 
Prague ¢ 

Dr. Hopman. No. It was in Budapest. 

Mr. Connors. Did you attend that? 

Dr. Hotman. I did not. 

Mr. Connors, The first was in Prague ? 

Dr. Hotman. Yes; it was. 

Mr. Connors. Did you attend that? 

Dr. Hotman. No. 

Mr. Connors. What was the convention that you attended in 
Prague ¢ 

Dr. Hotman. 1950, the Second World Student Convention. 

Mr. Connors. I am confused now. The third such gathering—— 
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Dr. Horman. You must make a distinction. The festival is not a 
governing body of an organization. There are festivals. Separate 
from these are congresses which are governing bodies of organizations. 
I attended the second World Student C ongress and the third festival. 

Mr. Connors. Where was the second congress? 

Dr. Hotman. In Prague in 1950. 

Mr. Connors. How many other congreases did you attend? 

Dr. Hotman. Congresses of the IUS 

Mr. Connors. Yes. 

Dr. Hotman. None. 

Mr. Connors. Festivals? 

Dr. Hotman. None. 

Mr. Connors. So the sum of your attendance is the second congress 
and the third festival ? 

Dr. Hotman. Yes. 

Mr. Connors. Are you acquainted with Joy Silver? 

Dr. Hotman. Excuse me one moment, please. Again for the reason 
stated I will not answer on the ground that it might tend to inerimi- 
nate me. 

Mr. Arens. Have you betrayed your country ? 

Dr. Hotman. I have not. I do not consider that as a pertinent 
question. 

Mr. AreEns. It is not for you to determine what is pertinent here. 
Are you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Hotman. Again on the ground that an answer might tend to 
incriminate me, I would not like to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Sidney Taylor? 

Dr. Hotman. For the same reasons I would not like to answer that 
question. 

Mr. Arens. Do you feel that the Communist Party is a conspiracy 
to overthrow the Government by force and violence ? 

Dr. Hotman. Excuse me, please. I do not feel at all competent to 
answer such a question, Mr. Arens. I am certainly not an expert on 
such matters. 

Mr. Arens. Sidney Taylor, in 1946, was secretary to the Communist 
Party in Connecticut, was he not? 

Dr. Hotman. Again I must refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. In November 1946 you were a member of the Commu- 
nist Party in Connecticut, were you not ? 

Dr. Hotman. Again I must refuse to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Dr. Hotman. On the grounds that it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. How would it tend to incriminate you? 

Dr. Hotman. Excuse me, please. 

Mr. Arens. You can answer that question without conferring with 
your lawyer. 

(At this point Counsel Perlin was ordered from the hearing room 
because of contemptuous conduct. ) 

Mr. Arens. Now, I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or 
deny the fact that as of March 1947 you were a member of the New 
Haven section of the Communist Party of Connecticut ? 

Dr. Horman. I cannot answer this question without legal advice. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
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the fact that you tried to recruit at least one individual on the Yale 
campus to become a member of the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Hotman. I cannot answer that without advice. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Dr. rae Because I do not know what my legal rights are be- 
fore such a committee. 

Mr. Arens. You know whether or not you tried to recruit Com- 
munists on the campus? 

Dr. Hotman. I do not know my rights and such a question I can- 
not answer without the advice of counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever belonged to the Independent Citizens 
Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions? 

Dr. Hotman. Again on the grounds that this might tend to in- 
criminate me I cannot answer. 

Mr. Arens. What do you mean, “it might tend to incriminate” 
you? 

Dr. Hotman. You have me ata great disadvantage. I do not under- 
stand the legal aspects of this hearing. I am prepared to answer all 
your questions to the best of my knowledge. 

Mr. Arens. Do you feel your answer to the question as to whether 
or not you were a member of the Independent Citizens Committee 
of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions might cause a criminal prose- 
cution of you? 

Dr. Hotman. I just cannot answer. 

Mr. Arens. You refuse to answer it? 

Dr. Hoitman. I do not refuse to answer any question, but I can- 
not answer it without advice of counsel. 

Mr. Arens. You realize it is at your peril and you can be prose- 
cuted for contempt if you wittingly decline to answer questions which 
we have a right to ask? 

Dr. Horman. I am not declining to answer any question, but I am 
requesting and demanding that I ‘have the right to counsel on these 
questions. 

Mr. Arens. You have no right to counsel before this subcommittee. 
We are not undertaking to prosecute you. We are undertaking to 
elicit information to protect the internal security of the United 
States of America, Are you a native-born citizen of this country ? 

Dr. Hotman. I most certainly am. 

Mr. Arens. You enjoy the protection of this country ? 

Dr. Hotman. Precisely what I am talking about. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that you were a member of the Yale Student Branch of 
the Progressive Citizens of America ? 

Dr. Hotman. Again I am sorry, but I must have legal counsel to 
answer these questions. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to aflirm or deny 
the fact that the Connecticut State Branch of the Progressive Citi- 
zens Of America was infiltrated and dominated by members of the 
Communist Party in Connecticut / 

Dr. Horman. | am sorry, but I must have legal counsel. 

Mr. Arens. You are declining to answer these questions. The 
record shows that. 
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Dr. Hotman. No, sir. I am not declining to answer any questions. 
I am asking that I have the right to counsel before giving such an- 
swers. 

Mr. Arens. You have no right to counsel. Are you aware that 
the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Pro- 
fessions has been cited as a Communist front by the House Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities ? 

Dr. Hotman. I cannot answer. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Dr. Bernard Lown ? 

Dr. Hotman. I cannot answer these questions without the right to 
counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Does counsel have to tell you whether or not you know 
there is a man by that name? 

Dr. Hoitman. I would like to consult with him on this procedure, 
because this the first type of 

Mr. Arens. Who is Dr. Bernard Kartin? 

Dr. Horman. Again 

Mr. Arens. Do they have a fifth amendment in Soviet Russia? 

Dr. Hotman. I don’t know. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact and ask you to affirm or deny 
the fact that in the early part of 1946 you, with Dr. Kartin and Dr. 
Lown, organized a Marxist discussion gr oup in New Haven, Conn. 

Dr. Horman. I am sorry, but I must require counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a Marxist ? 

Dr. Hotman. Again I must require counsel on such questions. 

Mr. Arens. Is it true that you were a member of this discussion 
group? 

Dr. Hotman. I must request the right of counsel. 

Mr. Arens. In 1947 you were a member of the Association of In- 
terns and Medical Students, were you not ? 

Dr. Hotman. Please, may I have counsel ? 

Mr. Arens. Do you feel your answer to that question would tend to 
cause a criminal prosecution of you? 

Dr. Hotman. I am not in a position to tell. I would like to ask 
my counsel. 

Mr. Arens. You have been president. of the Association of In- 
terns and Medical Students, have you not? 

Dr. Hotman. As I answered previously when T did have the right 
of counsel, I most certainly was. 

Mr. Arens. Are you aware of the Association of Interns and Med- 
ical Students, that it has been cited by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities as an organization which has long been a faith- 
ful follower of the Communist Party line? 

Dr. Hotman. I cannot answer this. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a member of the International Union of 
Students? 

Dr. Hotman. As I stated before 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a member of the International. Union 
of Students? 

Dr. Hotman. When I did have the right of counsel, as I said, I 
have been the vice president of the International Union of Students. 

Mr. Arens. Is the International Union of Students a Communist- 
controlled outfit ? 
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Dr. Hotman. The International Union of Students is an independ- 
ent autonomous students’ organization united on a federative basis 
to represent students’ organizations of all countries. As such I cate- 
gorically deny that question. 

Mr. Arens. You deny it is Communist-controlled ? 

Dr. Hotman. I do. 

Mr. Arens. You are the vice president of it ? 

Dr. Hotman. I was. 

Mr. Arens. You will not tell under oath before representatives of 
the United States Senate whether or not you are a Communist ? 

Dr. Hotman. I have said i am willing to cooperate with you. I 
would like to have the right of counsel. 

Mr. Arens. You attended the International Union of Students sec- 
ond world congress, Prague, in 1950 ¢ 

Dr. Houman. When I had the right of counsel I did say that. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you used the name of Holman Hull? 

Dr. Houtman. I have never used that name. 

Mr. Connors. Is this your picture? 

Dr. Hotman. Yes; that is my picture, but the name is not correct. 

Mr. Connors. I show you the May 12, 1950, issue of the U.S. S. R. 
Information Bulletin; is that correct ? 

Dr. Houtman. May 12, 1950; that is correct. 

Mr. Connors. There is a picture on page 270. It is your picture? 

Dr. Hotman. That is correct. 

Mr. Connors. The name under it is Holman Hull. 

Dr. Hotman. But that is not my name. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever use that name? 

Dr. Houtman. I did not. 

Mr. Arens. How do you account for that name appearing there? 

Dr. Homan. Very simply. When you translate a name into Rus- 
sian or any other language where the script is not identical with 
yours, there are certain changes in the wording. It so happens if you 
translate accurately the way or spell or misspelled my name, it comes 
out Hull. They happened to put it in reverse order. 

Mr. Arens. What is the attitude of this International Union of 
Students toward Soviet Russia? Does it condemn Soviet Russia as a 
totalitarian dictatorship that suppresses the rights of people? 

Dr. Houmman. No. The Union of Students does not. It 1s concerned 
primarily with the rights of students and not with government policy. 

Mr. Arens. The International Union of Students, so I understood 
you to read a while ago, was condemning Fascist Spain and Fascist 
Italy and Nazi Germany ¢ 

Dr. Hotman. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. How come it does not have a word of condemnation for 
Russia ? 

Dr. Hotman. If you will remember correctly, the International 
Union of Students was formed as a result of unity of democratic 
students of the world in the last war against fascism. We at that 
time were allies of the Soviet Union. Today we are still on peaceful, 
friendly relations with the Soviet Union. Because of this basis you 
will see the orientation and origin of the IUS 

Mr. Arens. Do you think they have slave-labor camps in Soviet 
Russia ¢ 
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Dr. Horman. My opinion is “No.” 

Mr. Arens. Have you looked around over there to see ? 

Dr. Hotman. I have not traveled extensively. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think they have civil rights in Russia? 

Dr. Horman. Again to the best of my know ledge I think they do. 

Mr. Arens. Do they have freedom of religion ? 

Dr. Hotmman. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Free press? 

Dr. Horman. What do you mean by a free press? 

Mr. Arens. What is your definition of a free press ? 

Dr. Hotman. I had not thought about this. 

Mr. Arens. Could some editor over there criticize Stalin or take 
issue with Stalin ? 

Dr. Hotman. I am sorry; I am not the judge on these matters. I 
am not a politician. I have no idea at the present moment. I would 
say, however, I have seen extensive criticism published in their papers 
of covernment policy, but I have no basis for answering the question 
definitively. 

Mr. Arens. In the event of an armed conflict between the United 
States of America and the Soviet Union, where would your sym- 
pathies lie? 

Dr. Horman. I am a citizen of the United States by birth and as 
such I will meet the obligations and rights of a citizen of the United 
States. 

Mr. Arens. What is your sympathy? 

Dr. Hotman. My sympathy is for peace. 

Mr. Arens. In an armed conflict between the United States of 
America and Russia—you can answer that question. Don’t parry 
with us. 

Dr. Hotman. I am not attempting to parry with you, because that 
isa very hypothetical case. I have no basis 

Mr. Arens. Do you decline to answer the question? If you do not 
want to answer, say “I won’t answer.” 

Dr. Horman. I have stated my opinion that I shall fulfill all of my 
obligations and rights as a citizen of this country under any circum- 
stances. 

Mr. Arens. What was the continuation committee of the New 
Haven Youth Conference ¢ 

Dr. Hotman. Again I must have right of counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party prior to 
the enactment of the Smith Act in 1940? 

Dr. Hotman. I must have right of counsel. 

Mr. Arens. You are declining to answer these questions ? 

Dr. Hotman. No, I am not. I am telling you I am prepared to 
discuss these questions with you, but it is the same situation 

Mr. Arens. We are not going to let you make statements here. We 
want information. 

Dr. Hotman. I wish to emphasize my place. 

Mr. Arens. The continuation committee of the New Haven Youth 
Conference held meetings at the YMCA auditorium in New Haven 
on March 16, 1947? 

Dr. Hotman. Again I would like the right of counsel. 

Mr. Arens. We know what you would like. You would like not 
even to testify. 
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Dr. Hotman. I have shown no unwillingness to testify. 

Mr. Arens. You prepared a report on health and recreation for this 
conference of this continuation committee 4 

Dr. Hotman. Who? 

Mr. Arens. You did, 

Dr. Hotman. Again I would like the right of counsel before T 
answer. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Sidney Taylor ? 

Dr. Houtman. You have asked that question. 

Mr. Arens. I am going to ask it again. Who is Sidney Taylor? 

Dr. Hotman. I believe that on that question I had the right of 
counsel before and I stated that I would not wish to answer on the 
grounds that it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Arens. How could the knowledge of who Sidney Taylor is pos- 
sibly tend to incriminate you ? 

Dr. Houtman. Mr. Arens, in this country today very many people 
are being slandered, intimidated, losing their positions—— 

Mr. Arens. Don’t give us the Communist line. 

Dr. Hopman. I am not giving you the Communist line. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us how your knowledge of*who Sidney Taylor is 
could possibly incriminate you. 

Dr. Hotman. I was attempting to state that. 

Mr. Arens. Have you and Sidney Taylor been involved in some 
conspiracy together ¢ 

Mr. Hotman. I cannot answer such questions. 

Mr. Arens. Have you and Sidney Taylor committed a crime 
together? 

Dr. Houtman. I state I have never committed a crime. I stated that 
when I had the right of counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Is there a man by the name of Sidney Taylor? 

Dr. Hotman. I cannot answer such a question without the right of 
counsel, 

Mr. Arens. Who is Hope Foye? 

Dr. Hotman. I cannot answer such questions without the right of 
counsel, 

Mr. Arens. Are you ashamed to admit your relationship with her? 

Dr. Houtman. I am not ashamed to admit my relationship with any- 
body. 

Mr. Arens. Who is she? 

Dr. Hotman. I believe I have the right to discuss such questions 
with my counsel. I don’t know my rights. 

Mr. Arens. Who is Sidney Kramer? 

Dr. Hotman. The same applies to him. 

Mr. Arens. Didn’t your counsel tell you before you came here when- 
ever we got on the subject of communism to throw the Constitution at 
us? Isn't that what he said, in effect ? 

Dr. Horman. [asked my counsel specifically if he would come with 
me and advise me on my legal rights in answering such questions. 

Mr. Arens. You had a prolonged conference with him with ref- 
erence to asserting the rights not to incriminate yourself under the 
fifth amendment ? 

Dr. Horman. He informed me briefly what my rights were but 
stated he would be with me so that I could request counsel on different 
questions. 
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Mr. Arens. When was the last time you saw Gerhardt Eisler? 

Dr. Hotman. I must have the right of counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Do you feel that your answer to the question as to 
whether or not you have ever seen Gerhardt Eisler might tend to 
incriminate you? 

Dr. Hotman. Yes; it is possible. 

Mr. Arens. Why ? 

Dr. Hotman. As I started to explain to you before, at the present 
time very many young people are being intimidated, persecuted and 
losing their jobs, the right of schooling, their right of work, on the 
basis of allegations, proved or unproved, made by people sometimes 
whom they can never confront. 

Mr. Arens. That is not what the fifth amendment is about. It is 
about criminal prosecution. What was the last time you saw Gerhardt 
Eisler ? 

Dr. Hotman. I cannot answer such questions. 

Mr. Arens. You saw Gerhardt Eisler in January 1951 

Dr. Hotman. I did not say I would not answer before. I am pre- 
pared to answer when I can consult with my counsel. 

Mr. Arens. You saw Eisler in January 1951, at a meeting of [US 
in the east sector of Berlin? 

Dr. Hotman. I cannot answer such questions without the right of 
counsel. 

Mr. Arens. What congresses have you attended in the course of the 
last few years in company with Gerhardt Eisler ? 

Dr. Houtman. The same. I cannot answer. 

Mr. Arens. You saw Joy Silver in Berlin in August 1951, didn’t 
you! 

Dr. Hotman. I am sorry, but I must have the right of counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Did you see Dorothy Gottlieb in P1 ‘ague ? 

Dr. Hotman. I must have the right of counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Is there a person by ‘the name of Dorothy Gottlieb? 

Dr. Hotman. I aie have the right of counsel before answering. 

Mr. Arens. You realize your dec ‘lination to answer is at your peril / 

Dr. Hotman. I am not declining to answer. 

Mr. Arens. You better answer. 

Dr. Hotman. I am not declining to answer any of these questions. 

Mr. Arens. The record has not shown your answer. 

Dr. Hotman. It isa transcript, isn’t it ¢ 

Mr. Arens. It is not showing your answers. 

Dr. Hotman. It is showing that I am telling you I am not declining 
to answer. I am requesting my right to consult with counsel before- 
hand. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you get the idea you had a right to counsel 
before an investigating sube -ommittee ? 

Dr. Houman. 1 understand the rights of any American citizen un- 
der any circumstances where he is being interrogated is to be pro- 
tected by the Constitution and I have certain definite rights. Exactly 
how far those rights extend as a doctor and not a lawyer I do not 
know. There fore, I must have the right of counsel. 

Mr. Arens. There is no right of counsel before this subcommittee. 
I am telling you now. Did you see Doris Koppelman in Berlin in 
1951 % 
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Dr. Hotman. I must have the right of counsel. I would like to state 
for the record 

Mr. Arens. On January 19, 1951, you participated in a press con- 
ference presided over by Gerhardt Eisler, did you not 

Dr. Hotman. Again I would like to have the right of counsel before 
replying. 

Mr. Arens. You made the following remarks with reference to the 
effects of the Korean war on American youth: 

The war in Korea has had a very devastating effect on the life of students in 
the United States. Not only are the American youth now being inducted into 
the Army to fight against people who are not their enemies, but in the educational 
institutions they are finding that they cannot get the type of education they want 
and need. 

In the past 9 months there has been an 8 percent decrease in the student bodies 
in institutions throughout the country. As a result, students in all parts of the 
country have strengthened their activities in support of implementation of the 
decisions of Warsaw. 

At Princeton University a conference was held with the participation of 
faculty members to decide how to act jointly against the atom bomb and against 
the war in Korea. In the last few days national youth assemblies have been 
summoned to meet on plans for action to obtain settlement of the Korean conflict. 

In the past month students of nine universities have called for a mission of 
Republican China to the United Nations and for an end to the war in Korea. 
They have addressed a call to all other students in the United States. 

Immediately after Truman’s statement that the Government was considering 
using the atom bomb, the students demanded an end to the war in Korea and 
staged a demonstration led by the son of Paul Robeson in the halls of the United 
Nations, which was considered very impressive. 

Did you make that statement / 

Dr. Hotman. Where did you derive that material ? 

Mr. Arens. Did you make that statement ¢ 

Dr. Hotman. I cannot answer such a question. You now have me 
in a position where I have no idea what my rights are or what the 
procedure is. 

Mr. Arens. Don’t give us the Communist line. 

Dr. Hotman. These are the rights of an American citizen. I reject 
your allegations. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Houtman. I have stated before when I had the 1 ‘ight of counsel 
that I declined to answer that ag 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not the Communist Party of 
the United States is controlled by the Kremlin ? 

Dr. Hotman. I have no idea. 

Mr. Arens. Were you photogr aphed over in Berlin in front of the 
Soviet Government buildings in the east sector while you were there 
in attendance at the Students League / 

Dr. Homan. The what? 

Mr. Arens. Were you photographed standing in front of one of 
the Soviet Government buildings in the east sector in Berlin when 
you were over there attending a meeting of the Students League / 

Dr. Hotman. I have never attended meetings of the Students 
League. 

Mr. Arens. Were you photographed in front of the Soviet build- 
ings in the east sector of Berlin ¢ 

Dr. Hotman. To the best of my knowledge, I wasn’t. Obviously 
I haven't any idea who photographs whom in a city where everybody 
walks around. 
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Mr. Arens. What is the membership of this IUS in the United 
States / 

Dr. Horman. At the present moment there are no organizations 
officially affiliated to the LUS in the United States. 

Mr. Arens. What is the membership world-wide? 

Dr. Hotman. Five and a half million. 

Mr. Arens. What are the principal affiliates of it ? 

Dr. Hotman. Most other countries of the world except ours; not 
all, but most. 

Mr. Arens. Has there ever been an affiliate from the United States ? 

Dr. Hotman. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. What was the affiliate? 

Dr. Hotman. If my memory is correct, there have been at different 
times three affiliates—the Association of Interns and Medical Stu- 
dents, the National Collegiate Christian Council, and I believe the 
American Youth for Democracy. But I am not absolutely certain 
of these. 

Mr. Connors. Wasn’t the American Youth for Democracy a Com- 
munist front é 

Dr. Hotman. I am not competent to answer such a question. 

Mr. Connors. Do you know whether it was or not? 

Dr. Homan. I cannot reply to such a question. 

Mr. Arens. Don’t you have any qualms of conscience about com- 
munism ¢ 

Dr. Hotman. I have.no qualms of conscience about anything I am 
doing. You are here asking me what I have done. Everything I 
have done is aboveboard and in my opinion within my fullest rights 
and responsibilities. 

Mr. Arens. Why don’t you tell us about your Communist activities 
and communism? You realize the Communist conspiracy here is 
dangerous to the internal security of this country, don’t you? 

Dr. Horman. I cannot answer such a question without the right of 
counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Because you feel your answer might tend to incriminate 
you; is that correct ? 

Dr. Hotman. No. I have stated I cannot answer your questions 
without the right of counsel because I do not understand my rights 
here. 

Mr. Arens. We have explained them to you, that if you honestly 
and truthfully believe your full answer to a particular question 
would cause a criminal prosecution of you or might form a significant 
link, you have a right to assert the fifth amendment. We will respect 
that right. 

Dr. Hotman. I understand that; but I understand I have a right 
to counsel. 

Mr. Arens. We do not proceed like Soviet Russia. 

Mr. Connors. You do not have an absolute right to counsel under 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. Arens. We are trying to get information. 

Dr. Hotman. I am perfectly willing to answer questions. 

Mr. Arens. You realize your declination to answer these questions 
is at your peril ? 

Dr. Hotaan. I don’t realize that. 

Mr. Arens. I will tell you that now. 
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Dr. Hotman. I have a right to discuss with counsel what my legal 
rights are. As he informed me before, I have the right. 

Mr. Arens. We have told you that you did not have that right. 
What do you do for a living? 

Dr. Horman. I ama physician. 

Mr. Arens. Where do you practice ? 

Dr. Horman. At the present moment I am visiting at the Monte- 
fiore Hospital in New York. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us all the organizations you belong to. 

Dr. Hotman. Again I could not answer such a question. 

Mr. Arens. Do you belong to any organization such as a golf club, 
a swimming ¢ aye a card party club, something of that character! 

Dr. Hotman. I don’t understand the procedure here. I cannot re- 
ply without counsel. I am going out and consult with my counsel. 

Mr. Arens. We want you to anwer these questions truthfully, forth- 
rightly, and honestly. 

Dr. Homman. I have told you that 

Mr. Arens. What organizations do you belong to? 

Dr. Hotman. I cannot answer such a question without asking my 
counsel about this. 

Mr. Arens. The record is showing declinations on each one of these 
questions. I am telling you now again your declination to answer 
is at your peril. 

What is your wife’s name? 

Dr. Houtman. Barbara Marie Lucas Holman. 

Mr. Arens. Is she a member of this International Students Union ? 
Dr. Hotman. Frankly I am not competent to answer that ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know whether or not she is a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Dr. Hotman. I don’t understand this. Do you mean to tell me 
you are asking me to talk about my wife ? 

Mr. Arens. I am asking you to answer questions which we deem 
pertinent to the protection of the internal security of this Nation. 
Is your wife a member of the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Hotman. I cannot asnwer such questions. 

Mr. Arens. The record will show a declination on your part to an- 
swer that question. I lay before you a photograph and ask if you 

ean identify that photogr aph? 

Dr. Horman. Yes; that is a photograph of the beginning of the 
Third World Festival of Youth and Students for Peace. 

Mr. Arens. Is your picture in there‘ 

Dr. Hotman. It is; there [ indicating}. 

Mr. Arens. Where was that photograph taken ? 

Dr. Hotman. In a sports stadium in Berlin. 

Mr. Arens. What sector of Berlin? 

Dr. Hotman. I believe that was in the Soviet sector of Berlin. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any doubt as to where it was? 

Dr. Houtman. I am not very familiar with the boundaries, but IT am 
quite sure it was in the Soviet sector. 

Mr. Arens. Where was that taken? 

Dr. Horman. As I said, on the opening day of the Third World 
Festival of Youth and Students for Peace. 

Mr. Arens. What date was it? 





300 COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


Dr. Horman. I am not sure. The opening day was the first day of 
August. I don’t remember the exact date, the 5th or 6th, maybe. 

Mr. Arens. What year? 

Dr. Hotman. 1951. 

Mr. Arens. Who paid your expenses to go over there / 

Dr. Hotman. The International Union of Students. 

Mr. Arens. How did you happen to go? 

Dr. Hotman. I went as a member of the executive committee of the 
IUS which was one of the sponsors. 

Mr. Arens. Are there any other American citizens who are on the 
executive committee of this International Union of Students? 

Dr. Horman. No; there are not. 

Mr. Arens. Are we to understand that the international organiza- 
tion paid your expenses ? 

Dr. Hotman. In this particular case I went to Berlin as a member 
of the executive committee. Therefore, they paid my travel fare. 
When I was not working on the executive body, I paid my own or 
my organization paid my own. 

Mr. Arens. What is your organization / 

Dr. Houtman. Organizations which I have represented at one time 
or another, the Association of Interns and Medical Students, but they 
have not been affiliated for 2 years. 

Mr. Arens. Is that organization out of existence or is it just not 
disaffiliated ? 

Dr. Hotman. It is disafliliated and it is in existence, but I have not 
been associated with it for 2 years, so I cannot answer. 

Mr. Arens. What connections do you have with any organizations 
in the United States—and I am going to exclude from the question 
any reference to the Communist Party—what connections do you have 
in the United States with other organizations? You have told us 
about this intern group. What other organizations were you con- 
nected with in the United States which are not Communist at all? 
We are not going to talk about that now. 

Dr. Horman. I don’t know what you mean by not Communist, but 
I cannot answer such a question. 

Mr. Arens. Do you belong to a church? 

Dr. Hotman. I cannot answer such a question without the right of 
counsel, 

Mr. Arens. Do you think it might incriminate you to tell this com- 
mittee whether or not you belong to a church ? 

Dr. Hotman. I did not say that. 

Mr. Arens. You don’t want to answer? 

Dr. Ho_man. I did not say that. 

Mr. Arens. What we are trying to find out is what organizations 
in the United States that you have a tie- up with. You have told us 
about your tie-up with this student union and at one time you were 
tied up with the intern group and some other group. W hat other 
groups of that nature do you have a tie-up with in the United States 
and for the purpose of the question I am going to eliminate Com 
munist groups, so we will not talk about Communist groups, 

Dr. Horman. I have no idea what you mean by Communist or non 
Communist. 

Mr. Arens. You don’t know what that word means? 
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Dr. Hotman. I have no idea what you mean by it. You have posed 
the question. 

Mr. Arens. Can you answer the question ? 

Dr. Hotman. I cannot answer any of these questions without the 
opportunity to speak with counsel. 

Mr. Arens. We have informed you you do not have the right to 
counsel here. We have informed you of that several times. We have 
informed you that your declination to answer is at your peril and you 

van be prosecuted, tried and, if convicted, put in jail for contempt of 
this committee. 

Dr. Hotman. I am not attempting to be contemptuous to this com- 
mittee. I am attempting to cooperate with it. I must have opportu- 
nity to speak with counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Have you made speeches in Great Britain on behalf of 
the Stockholm peace petition ¢ 

Dr. Houman. I am sorry. I cannot answer such a question without 
the right to speak to my counsel. 

Mr. Connors. Is your father an instructor in medicine ! 

Dr. Hotman. Professor of surgery. 

Mr. Arens. At Stanford University ? 

Dr. Houtman. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Your folks have been disturbed by your activities ? 

Dr. Hotman. How do you mean? The only time they have been 
disturbed is when people came around and attempted to intimidate 
them. 

Mr. Connors. Didn’t your mother visit you in Europe and ask you 
to come home? 

Dr. Hotman. I cannot answer without counsel. 

Mr. Connors. Isn't ita fact that she did ¢ 

Dr. Hotman. I am not discussing this with you. L have stated I 
am perfectly willing to cooperate, but I just do not want to answer 
without counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know what a Communist dupe is? 

Dr. Houman. I have no idea. 

Mr. Arens. Do you believe in God? 

Dr. Houtman. [ am not competent to answer such a question. 

Mr. Arens. Are you an atheist ? 

Dr. Hopman. Again I am not competent to answer such a question 
without having known my rights as to replying to questions here. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think it is possible for you to be criminally 
indicted and tried, sent to jail, for believing in God in this country ? 

Dr. Hotman. No; certainly not. The Constitution guarantees the 
right of freedom of religion. Any beliefs which a person wishes to 
have in these matters also. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us just in your own words how in the world you 
ever got to have all of these connections with these organizations and 
running around the world? How did you happen to get into it ¢ 

Dr. Homan. Mr. Arens, I firmly believe that the worst catastrophe 
that could happen to the entire world and especially to any of the 
young people is to be involved in a third world war. 

Mr. Arens. There are a lot of people that believe that. 

Dr. Hotman. The majority of our country believes that. I believe 
there is absolutely no need to have such a war; that the peoples of the 
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governments existing in the different countries today can cooperate 
peacefully together to solve problems. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think you can cooperate peacefully with Stalin 
and with the Kremlin, with men who have atheistic philosophies and 
who have kept 15 million people in slave-labor camps! 

Dr. Hotman. Those are your opinions. I am stating—— 

Mr. Arens. You don’t believe that asa fact? You don’t believe that 
Russia is a dictatorship ? 

Dr. Hotman. So far in the last how many years? Thirty-five years 
perhaps that the Soviet Union has been: in existence there has been 
absolutely no need for any armed conflict between our two countries. 

It is my firm opinion that the interests of the people of this country 
and of that country and of all the other countries of the world lie in 
peaceful cooperation between the countries. I think that was defi- 
nitely seen when so many young people of this country, our country 
and many others laid down their lives against fascism for the prin- 
ciple thi at we would have peaceful and decent relations. This is in my 
opinion a perfect example of the possibility of peace and the way to 
achieve it, to seek peaceful means of cooperation. It is precisely why 
I have done what I have done. 

Furthermore, if I may elaborate—— 

Mr. Arens. We want to see what makes your mind tick. The state 
of a man’s mind is as much a fact as the state of his digestion. 

Dr. Hotman. As a student and physician I am very much con- 
cerned first with the right of young people to learn to achieve a full 
education, to know the latest advances of science; secondly, to be well 
developed in terms of the cultures of all other peoples. 

I firmly consider that this type of a relationship is a type of relation- 
ship which fosters peace and understanding. As a physician I have 
taken an oath that I will do everything I can to serve the medical 
needs of people. Certainly war is inimical to the position of a physi- 
cian. The only way in which we can have health is to have people who 

can live decently and peacefully, without being blown up. 

Conseque ntly, on my position as a student physician I consider my 
actions are fully consonant with these beliefs. 

Mr. Arens. Have you read in the paper about these men that have 
escaped from Soviet Russia to tell about the horrors there? Have you 
read about these people that have been in the Communist Party, have 
been dupes, have been taken in by all of this window dressing of 
peace and good will by those who don’t have peace in their hearts but 
are tyrants? Have you read about those ? 

Dr. Houtman. On occasion I have read such statements. 

Mr. Arens. Have you read a book by Louis Budenz, books by Krav- 
chenko and others, men that were in the Communist apparatus and 
have broken with it, have realized that it is a fraud, that all of this 
stuff about peace and good will and brotherhood is not sincerely com- 
ing from the hearts of the materialistic, brutal tyrants of the Kremlin? 
Have you given any thought to that at all? 

Dr. Hotman. Precisely, because I was interested in not only seeing 
the possibility for such cooperation but developing peace and coopera- 
tion so I did do what I did in the International Union of Students. It 
is my impression that after having been there, having met with stu- 
dents, having visited their countries, some of them, there is every pos- 
sibility to achieve peace; that they wish peace as much as we, and it is 
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our task as citizens of this country and as citizens of the world to 
achieve peace. I reject any position by anybody that war is inevitable 
or we cannot have peace with these people. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think that the Kremlin is sincere when they 
talk about peace ? 

Dr. Houtman. I am not competent to judge on such matters. I am 
telling you of my relations with Soviet students. I respect them as 
they respect American students. 

Mr. Arens. Most everybody respects the Russian people and realizes 
that the Russian people are under the domination of cruel, perverted 
materialists, tyrants, isn’t that true ? 

Dr. Hotman. That is your opinion. 

Mr. Arens. Isn’t that true? There is no sentiment against the Rus- 
sian people ? 

Dr. Hotman. That is not true, but I am not an expert and I don’t 
profess to speak with any authority or finality on such questions. 

Mr. Arens. Haven’t you come to the conclusion that perhaps the 
Communist Party has been using dreamers and idealists for the pur- 
pose of propagating their brand of international tyranny ? 

Dr. Hotman. I have come to no such conclusion. 

Mr. Arens. How do you account or have you had time to reflect 
on it, on the numerous people who have been in the Communist con- 
spiracy and have been disillusioned and broken ? 

Dr. Hotman. I am incompetent to judge what they are doing. 

Mr. Arens. Have you given any thought to that at all? 

Dr. Hotman. I have had certain personal experiences of my own 
which have led me to further strengthen my belief about the possibili- 
ties of peaceful cooperation with other countries. That is what I 
am trying to do, to further that in my own limited capacity as an in- 
dividual citizen. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think we could have had peace with Hitler if 
we did the same thing? 

Dr. Hotman. Hitler started the war. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think they could have had peace with him? 

Dr. Hopman. We could have had peace with the Nazi government 
if they had not taken it as their first task to declare war and attempt 
to persecute peoples. They became a direct threat to this country. 

Mr. Arens. How about the Soviet Union? Are they not in about 
the same situation as Hitler? Do you think they are acting in good 
faith in Korea, acting in good f: Lith in the domination of countries of 
Eastern Europe, Czechoslovakia, Rumania, Hungary, Yugoslavia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia? Do you think they are acting in good 
faith there ? 

Dr. Horman. From my experiences in those countries they are de- 
veloping at a very rapid rate in terms of the best possible f: acilities for 
all of the people to live a decent, peaceful life. It is my personal 
experience and consequently those conclusions are the basis upon 
which I have made the statements of the possibility of friendly, 
peaceful relations between our countries. 

Mr. Arens. You don’t think we could have friendly relations with 
Hitler and his crew? 

Dr. Hotman. No. 

Mr. Arens. But we could with Stalin ? 
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Dr. Hotman. We can have peaceful relations with every country 
in existence in the world today. 

Mr. Arens. Are you blinding yourself to the fact that Stalin is a 
dictator? 

Dr. Horman. I am not blinding myself to anything. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think Stalin is a dictator? 

Dr. Hotman. It is something on which I am not competent to judge. 

Mr. Arens. Was Hitler a dictator? 

Dr. Hotman. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How is it you know Hitler was and not Stalin ? 

Dr. Hotman. Do you mean to tell me—— 

Mr. Arens. I am just asking questions. 

Dr. Hotman. Concerning the question of dictatorship, a Fascist 
dictator has specific chaarcteristics which destroy the rights of all 
the people to live a decent democratic life. 

Mr. Arens. What do you mean by a decent democratic life? Do 
they have a decent, democratic life in Russia? 

Dr. Horman. To the best of my experience and knowledge about 
the conditions in this country they are moving, they have now a decent 
democratic life and they are moving toward a fuller life. 

Mr. Arens. When you were over there did you inquire about the 
slave-labor camps? 

Dr. Hotman. I do not recall whether I did or didn’t. 

Mr. Arens. Isn’t that one of the big indications of the fact that 
they are 

Dr. Hotman. I have read very much on this subject. I have told 
you previously my conclusion, but again qualified by the fact that I 
am in no way an expert, and therefore not competent to discuss such 
matters. 

Mr. Arens. Have you read Louis Budenz’ book Men Without 
Faces / 

Dr. Hotman. I have read many books. 

Mr. Arens. Do you recall whether you read that one? Why don't 
you get that book and read it and see if your feelings on these things 
might not be subject to some modifications ? 

Mr. Connors. Are you reading the series of articles by Whittaker 
Chambers in the Saturday Evening Post? 

Dr. Hotman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have any curiosity about them? 

Dr. Horman. I followed the trials, but that is all. 

Mr. Connors. What is your attitude towards Chambers’ allegations 
concerning Alger Hiss? 

Dr. Hotman. I am not competent to mention that. 

Mr. Connors. I am just asking you for your best judgment. 

Dr. Houtman. I have no judgment to put before this committee on 
such a matter. I am not competent. It is not within my realm of 
ability or within my realm of activity. 

Mr. Connors. You have expressed yourself rather freely on Hitler's 
Germany. 

Dr. Hotman. That is right. 
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Mr. Connors. You have expressed yourself to the best of your 
ability and knowledge. Now express yourself, if you please, to the 
best of your ability and knowledge on Whittaker Chambers. 

Dr. Hotman. I do not consider myself competent to judge on that, 
whereas I do consider myself reasonably competent to judge on 
nazism. 

Mr. Arens. Why? What is your experience with that ? 

Dr. Houman. I have read and studied very much about it. 

Mr. Arpns. You have not read and studied very much about the 
Soviet Union ? 

Dr. Houtman. I most certainly have as anyone should. 

Mr. Arens. But your readings on the Soviet Union do not lead 
you to the conclusion it is a dictatorship ? 

Dr. Hotman. I have told you my conclusion about the possibility 
of peaceful relationships with them. 

Mr. Arens. Are there any further questions / 

Mr. Connors. Have you returned your passport to the State Depart- 
ment ¢ 

Dr. Hotman. No, I have not. It is under advisement at the present 
moment. 

Mr. Connors. Have you your passport with you ? 

Dr. Hotman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Have you been in the Army ? 

Dr. Houtman. The Navy. 

Mr. Connors. How long? 

Dr. Hotman. Two and a half years. 

Mr. Connors. Where were you ¢ 

Dr. Hotman. In this country. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever see any combat at all? 

Dr. Hotman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever talk to any soldiers in the Army or the 
Marines ? 

Dr. Hotman. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any brothers and sisters ¢ 

Dr. Hotman. I have two brothers. 

Mr. Connors. Are they inclined like you are? 

Dr. Hotman. That is their position. 

Mr. Arens. You know whether or not they are. Are they active in 
this sort of thing as you are? 

Dr. Hotman. I cannot answer such a question. 

Mr. Arens. You know whether they are. I am not asking whether 
or not they are Communists. 

Dr. Hotman. My brothers and my family stand for peace. Other 
than that I cannot speak. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think Stalin stands for peace ¢ 

Dr. Houman. He has said 

Mr. Arens. Do you think he stands for peace / 

Dr. Houaan. I believe there can be peace between our countries. 

Mr. Arens. I didn’t ask that. Don’t start the Communist line on 
me again. Do you believe Stalin stands for peace / 





304 COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


Dr. Hotman. We can have peaceful relations with every country 
in existence in the world today. 

Mr. Arens. Are you blinding yourself to the fact that Stalin is a 
dictator? 

Dr. Horman. I am not blinding myself to anything. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think Stalin is a dictator? 

Dr. Hotman. It is something on which I am not competent to judge. 

Mr. Arens. Was Hitler a dictator? 

Dr. Hotman. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How is it you know Hitler was and not Stalin ? 

Dr. Hotman. Do you mean to tell me—— 

Mr. Arens. I am just asking questions. 

Dr. Hotman. Concerning the question of dictatorship, a Fascist 
dictator has specific chaarcteristics which destroy the rights of all 
the people to live a decent democratic life. 

Mr. Arens. What do you mean by a decent democratic life? Do 
they have a decent, democratic life in Russia? 

Dr. Hotman. To the best of my experience and knowledge about 
the conditions in this country they are moving, they have now a decent 
democratic life and they are moving toward a fuller life. 

Mr. Arens. When you were over there did you inquire about the 
slave-labor camps? 

Dr. Hotman. I do not recall whether I did or didn’t. 

Mr. Arens. Isn’t that one of the big indications of the fact that 
they are 

Dr. Hotman. I have read very much on this subject. I have told 
you previously my conclusion, but again qualified by the fact that I 
am in no way an expert, and therefore not competent to discuss such 
matters. 

Mr. Arens. Have you read Louis Budenz’ book Men Without 
Faces? 

Dr. Horman. I have read many books. 

Mr. Arens. Do you recall whether you read that one? Why don’t 
you get that book and read it and see if your feelings on these things 
might not be subject to some modifications ? 

Mr. Connors. Are you reading the series of articles by Whittaker 
Chambers in the Saturday Evening Post ¢ 

Dr. Hotman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Do you have any curiosity about them? 

Dr. Hotman. I followed the trials, but that is all. 

Mr. Connors. What is your attitude towards Chambers’ allegations 
concerning Alger Hiss? 

Dr. Houmay. Iam not competent to mention that. 

Mr. Connors. I am just asking you for your best judgment. 

Dr. Hotman. I have no judgment to put before this committee on 
such a matter. I am not competent. It is not within my realm of 
ability or within my realm of activity. 

Mr. Connors. You have expressed yourself rather freely on Hitler's 
Germany. 

Dr. Hotman. That is right. 
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Mr. Connors. You have expressed yourself to the best of your 
ability and knowledge. Now express yourself, if you please, to the 
best of your ability and know ledge on Whittaker Chambers. 

Dr. Hotman. I do not consider myself competent to judge on that, 
whereas I do consider myself reasonably competent to judge on 
nazism. 

Mr. Arens. Why? What is your experience with that ? 

Dr. Hotman. | have read and studied very much about it. 

Mr. Arens. You have not read and studied very much about the 
Soviet Union ? 

Dr. Hotman. I most certainly have as anyone should. 

Mr. Arens. But your readings on the Soviet Union do not lead 
you to the conclusion it is a dict: atorship 4 

Dr. Hotman. I have told you my conclusion about the possibility 
of peaceful relationships with them. 

Mr. Arens. Are there any further questions? 

Mr. Connors. Have you returned your passport to the State Depart- 
ment ¢ 

Dr. Hotman. No, I have not. It is under advisement at the present 
moment. 

Mr. Connors. Have you your passport with you ¢ 

Dr. Hotman. No. 

Mr. Connors. gg! you been in the Army? 

Dr. Houtman. The Navy. 

Mr. Connors. How long? 

Dr. Hotman. Two and a half years. 

Mr. Connors. Where were you? 

Dr. Hotman. In this country. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever see any combat at all? 

Dr. Hotman. No. 

Mr. Connors. Did you ever talk to any soldiers in the Army or the 
Marines ¢ 

Dr. Hotman. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any brothers and sisters ¢ 

Dr. Hotman. I have two brothers. 

Mr. Connors. Are they inclined like you are? 

Dr. Houman. That is their position. 

Mr. Arens. You know whether or not they are. Are they active in 
this sort of thing as you are / 

Dr. Hotman. I cannot answer such a question. 

Mr. Arens. You know whether they are. I am not asking whether 
or not they are Communists. 

Dr. Hotman. My brothers and my family stand for*peace. Other 
than that I cannot speak. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think Stalin stands for peace ¢ 

Dr. Houman. He has said—— 

Mr. Arens. Do you think he stands for peace / 

Dr. Houtman. I believe there can be peace between our countries. 

Mr. Arens. I didn’t ask that. Don’t start the Communist line on 
me again. Do you believe Stalin stands for peace ? 





306 COMMUNIST TACTICS IN CONTROLLING YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS 


Dr. Hotman. I am not competent to judge on these matters. I read 
the proclamations of different governments. On the basis of those 
proclamations 

Mr. Arens. Have you read where he states it is impossible for the 
Soviet regime to get along with other countries and there must be an 
inevitable clash and they must stand ready to overthrow with blood 
the so-called reactionary regimes? Have you read that? 

Dr. Hotman. I don’t believe I have; no. 

Mr. Arens. If there are no further questions, that will be all. You 
are discharged from your subpena. 

(Whereupon, at 11:45 a. m., the hearing was closed.) 
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